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LANGUAGE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES. DRAWING ON THE RESOURCES
OF THE INTERNET

T. Luksha, Y. Shevaldysheva, L. Blinkova
Belarus, Minsk

Modern industrialized countries are undergoing a transformation from industrial
societies to information and communications societies or knowledge-based societies.
Almost all spheres of life are affected by these radical changes, which, however, also
offer new opportunities.

The education sector is both affected and challenged by this change. New con-
tent-related and structural requirements have to be met by initial and continuing train-
ing but at the same time the new media offer new opportunities for processing and
presenting knowledge and for organizing the teaching process. Self-directed and as-
sisted learning will be thoroughiy transformed by the new media. Digital processing
of knowledge becomes increasingly important, and new forms of teaching are emerg-
ing. Fresh impetus is given to the vision of self-directed leamning at any place. Mod-
em information and communications technologies are opening up new training and
continuing training options which enable participants to independently organize their
learning, thus adapting to quickiy changing qualification requirements. Web-based
learning breaks up traditional structures of leamning and combines initial and continu-
ing training more than in the past in terms of content and organization. _

Broad application of information and communications technologies in the edu-
cation sector and a multimedia-based teaching approach offer an opportunity to
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* better prepare young people already at school for the requirements of the
knowledge-based society in their private and professional lives and famil-
iarize them early on with multimedia-based leamning,

¢ develop further the tried and tested, internationally recognized dual sys-
tem of vocational education and training,

¢ better prepare employees for changes at the workplace and on the labour
market and inciude them in the organization of corporate development
processes,

e facilitate self-directed site-independent learning, which benefits mainly
those men and women who, due to family duties, illness, old age or other
circumstances, want to learn at home,

¢ introduce new, cooperative forms of teaching and learning.

How you can use the Internet for langnage learning

The Internet is a tool which has great potential in the language learning, but its
effectiveness in practice depends to a large extent on the way it is exploited by
teacher and students,

The great advantage of the Internet over earlier CALL is the fact that it is not
necessary to learn how to use a large number of programs. The Internet can be used
effectively with only two pieces of software—a browser to allow access to the pages
of the Web, and an email program. Of course, there is plenty of other software avail-
able, and you or your students might want to learn how to use additional software for
purposes such as conferencing, cresting Web pages, or manipulating graphics,

The amount of technical training students need will vary from institution to insti-
tution. Computers might be set up in such a way that students only need to be able to
switch on the computer and click on an icon; or they might need to specify a certain
server and log in with a password before they can get started. What is important is to
have a clear idea of what skills students will need to get connected and to carry out
tasks on the Internet, Teachers often assume that their students have these skills, but
it is vital to be sure that this is in fact the case.

Focus on language

The wealth of language

A wide variety of techniques for using the Web to practise and learn both vo-
cabulary and grammar can fruitfully be applied to the vast amount of language avail-
able on the Web. These techniques are often difficult or impossible to use in any
other medium. The Web is, for instance, a source of large numbers of examples of
vocabulary or grammar. These can provide a simple means of checking the frequency
of a word or phrase, or even whether it is used at all, and can provide examples of
contexts for a particular item.

Topics

The Web is a rich source of information and material on virtually any topic that
your students might be interested in working on. Theme-based work can often be de-
signed around particular Web pages or sites. Students can find pages on topics they
would like to explore for project work, and this variety of choice can increase the
student's motivation and his or her personal commitment to the task,
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Text types

The Web also provides examples of a wide variety of text types, such as descrip-
tions, instructions, narratives, advertisements, and dialogues, and these can be espe-
cially useful for practising vocabulary and grammar in a range of contexts,

Culture

The nature of the Web is such that students will frequently encounter informa-
tion about other cultures, and some of the Activities in this chapter lend themselves
easily to work on cross-cultural comparisons.

Resources

The Internet can also be a useful source of more conventional language-teaching
resources, Custom-made ESL or EFL materials can be especially useful for practising
language at the word or sentence level. Many other kinds of texts can be downloaded
and used as the basis for grammar or vocabulary activities in the classroom,
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OB HCTIOIB30BAHUH ITPAKJIAAHBIX ITPOYPAMM
B MPENTOJABAHHHA PHINKH

H. A. Iloraneiiko, B.B. 'opgaksn
Benapycs, . MHHCK

Jobuthes weobxonumoli DIYGHHLL H MPOMHOCTH IHAHMMN, OTBEYAIIINX KOHEeY-
HEIM HelAM TNOATOTOBKH YMEHHKA MOXHO IIPH CHCTeMATHUGCKOM HCIONL30BAHHH
nepcoHanbkore komMneioTepa (I1IK), kak OCHOBHOTO TEXHHYECKOTo cpencTBa ofyve-
Hua. C nomoutsio IIK mmmiocTpupyercs TeKIWOHHRI MaTepHan, npopongTes nabo-
PATOpHElE palGoThl, MOBTOPAIOTCA H 3aKPEMIAIOTCA 3HAHHR Mo npepMeTy. Hanbonee
AKTHBHO HCTIONEIYIOTCH C/IEAYIONHe [IPHKNANHDIC HporpaMMEL: "(Mu3HKa B KapTHH-
kax", "Orxperrag ¢usuka”, "ORBITS", "Drumknonenus Kupunna u Medogua”,
"InexTPOHHLL peNeTHTOP N[O PranKe”.

Tporpamma "ORBITS" Brmovaer B cefs Marepdan o Mmaserax Connednoii
CHCTeMEI, ManeXx Tenax u Conuiue. B Hell AaHBl cpaBHUTENLHBIE XaPAKTCPHCTHKE
PasMMYHEIX He(ecHLIX TeT, IOKA3aHO WX BHYTpeHHee cTpoeHne. [Tonssopateimo npe-
JOCTABNACTCA BOSMOKHOCTE NPOCTHIM HAKATHEM KIABHLIM "CAOMATL" KapTHHKY, &
3aTeM H3 OTASNBHLIX TTOAYYEBMEXCA KyCOUK0B coGpats tenoe. C NOMOIIBIO NpHeMa |
"Mo3aHKa" 3aKPeIILIOTCA 3HAHKA ¢ CTPYKType HeOecHbIX obnekros. [TporpamMa Ha-
nucatHa Ha anrmrickoM A3BIKE, YTO NO3BOMACT MPOBOAUTE MEXNPLAMETHLIE CBAIM,
PACUIMpAET KPYTo30p YYAIMXCH, NIOTONHACTCH HX CIIOBADHBIN 3anac HAYYHBIX RHO- §
CTPAaHHbBIX CIIOB.

B npuno:xennu "®nzHxa B kapTRHKAX" eCTk KHHUTa "MexaHuka”, a B Ke#t crpa-
Hinla "3axkonel Kennepa®. PaboTad Ha maHHOH cTpaHHIe, MOXHO TIPOUNTKCTPHPO-
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