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Innovation Development
and International Technology Cooperation in Belarus
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Innovation is defined as the creation of better or more effective products, pro-
cesses, services, technologies, or ideas that are accepted by markets, governments,
and society. Innovation differs from invention in that innovation refers to the use
of a new idea or method, whereas invention refers more directly to the creation of
the idea or method itself. In business and economics, innovation is the catalyst to
growth. Belarus considers innovation development to be the main priority for the
next 20 years.

The main innovation applied fields declared at the Programme of Social and
Economic Development of the Republic of Belarus for 2011-2015 are:

1) energy and energy saving;

2) agricultural industry technologies and productions;

3) industrial and construction technologies and productions;

4) medicine, medical equipment and technologies, pharmaceuticals;

5) chemical technologies, nano- and biotechnologies;

6) effective nature management, resource saving and protection from emer-
gency;

7) defense and national security.

There is no specific policy document on international collaboration in sci-
ence, technology and innovations in Belarus. However, the key documents and
programmes, e.g. the Programme of Social and Economic Development of the
Republic of Belarus for 2011-2015 approved by the Decree of the President of the
Republic of Belarus Ne 136 of 11 April 2011, State Programme of Innovative De-
velopment of the Republic of Belarus for 2011-2015 approved by the Regulation
of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus Ne 669 of 26 May 2011 [1].
These documents emphasise the role our government should play in supporting
the implementation of priority projects of public value and promotion of domes-
tic science and technology products in the global market as well as in bringing
investments into the national economy and science, including grants and loans.
International science and technology cooperation gets 3—4% of budget spending
for research and development annually.

According to the national science portal, Belarus has got over 50 bi- and mul-
tilateral agreements on the governmental level on cooperation in science and tech-
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nology. They cover almost half of the European Union member states (Bulgaria,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania,
Poland, Slovakia, Romania).

In the Eastern Europe and Central Asia region, Belarus has got governmental
agreements with Russia, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Moldova and Tajikistan [2].

Within the Eastern Europe and Central Asia region, Belarus is a member of
the 2 alliances — Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) and European-Asian
Economic Cooperation (EurAsEC). At the moment, collaboration seems to be
more alive within EurAsEC which managed to launch the first S&T programme
«Innovative Biotechnologies» initiated by Belarus.

Belarus should diversify its instruments for promoting the international
collaboration beyond the support for joint research. Such instruments could cover
international publications and patenting, proposal drafting, project-based mobility,
networking, as well as information and consulting services aimed at promotion of
international cooperation, and also dedicated structures.

International cooperation in the innovation applied fields stimulates national
growth and wealth. Having got such a high educational potential and developed
human resources, Belarus has all prospects to become competent and successful
at the international science and technology arena.
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OdduopHbie KOMIIAaHNWHU, 0€3 COMHEHHS, CIEAYET pacCMaTpPHBATh B KauCCTBE
cyosekToB MDO. JlesarenbHOCTh KOMITaHU# B oddiuope crienuduyHa u KopeH-
HBIM 00pa30M OTJIMYAETCS OT JESITEIBHOCTH OPPIIOpHBIX KoMnaHuii. Hanbomnee
SPKO 3TH OTJIMYMS MPOSBISIOTCS MIPU XapaKTePUCTHKE 00sacTel MPUMEHEHHS U
¢bynxuuii opduropHsx komnanuil. Cpean OCHOBHBIX CTOUT Ha3BaTh: MOCTABIIUK
IpPY UMIIOPTE, YYaCTHUK OapTEepHBIX ONEpaluii, MOCPEIHHK, MOIPSAAINK, Bla-
JieTIel] UMyIIecTBa (TOBApHOro 3HAaKa), HHBECTOP, 3QJIOTOATellb, CyIOBIAJIEICL,
KPEAUTOP, CTPaXOBIINK.

284





