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Customs Convention on the International Transportation of Goods Under
Cover of TIR Carnets is one of the most important Customs Conventions
concerning the transportation of goods. It has proved to be one of the most effective
international instruments prepared under the auspices of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE). Today, it has 68 Contracting
Parties, including the European Community. It covers the whole of Europe and
reaches out to North Africa and the Near and Middle East.

A short description of the principles of the TIR Customs transit regime as
stipulated in the TIR Convention of 1975 is given below. It shows how attractive
the system is to transport operators and Customs authorities because of its
simplicity and effectiveness.

In order to ensure that goods may travel with a minimum interference en
route and yet offer maximum safeguards to Customs administrations, the TIR
regime contains five basic requirements — the five pillars of the TIR Customs
transit system:

1. Goods should travel in Customs secure vehicles or containers. The TIR
Convention stipulates that goods shall be carried in containers or road vehicles
the load compartments of which are so constructed that there shall be no access to
the interior when secured by Customs seal and that any tampering will be clearly
visible. Towards this aim, the Convention sets out standards of construction
and approval procedures, and goods may only be carried under cover of a TIR
Carnet if the load compartment of the road vehicle or the container is approved in
accordance with such requirements. If a container or a load compartment fulfils
the requirements of the Convention, relevant national approval or inspection
authorities issue the so-called approval certificates for road vehicles or containers.
These certificates shall be recognized in all Contracting Parties to the TIR
Convention.

2. Throughout the journey, duties and taxes at risk should be covered by
an internationally valid guarantee. The operation of the TIR guarantee system
is straightforward. Every national association representing the interests of
the transport sector in a particular country and authorized by the Customs
administration of that country, guarantees payment within that country of any
duties and taxes which may become due in the event of any irregularity occurring
in the course of the TIR transport operation. All national guaranteeing associations
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constitute a guarantee chain linking all TIR countries. Today the only existing
and well functioning guaranteeing chain is administered by the International
Road Transport Union (IRU) in Geneva (Switzerland), a non-governmental
organization representing the interests of road transport operators world-wide.
The monetary limits to the guarantee are determined for each country separately.
The maximum recommended amount to be claimed from each national association
is at present limited to $US 50,000 for each TIR Carnet.

3. Goods should be accompanied by an internationally accepted Customs
document (TIR Carnet), opened in the country of departure and serving as a
Customs control document in the countries of departure, transit and destination.
The cover page of the TIR Carnet and the series of vouchers and counterfoils,
in sets of two inside, represent the essential function of the TIR Carnet from
the standpoint of controls to be carried out by Customs authorities and for the
operation of the guarantee system. A set of two vouchers and two counterfoils is
used in each country where a TIR operation is carried out.

4. Customs control measures taken in the country of departure should be
accepted by all countries of transit and destination. As a consequence of this
principle, goods carried under the TIR procedure in sealed load compartments of
road vehicles or in containers will not, as a general rule, be examined at Customs
offices in transit, and that is where the main advantages of the TIR system for the
transport operator come into play. This does not exclude the right of Customs
offices to carry out spot checks in cases where they suspect irregularities, but it
is understood and even stipulated in the Convention, that such checks should be
exceptional;

5. Access to the TIR procedure for national associations to issue TIR Carnets
and to act as guarantor and natural and legal persons to utilize TIR Carnets shall
be authorized by competent national authorities. In addition to commercial
requirements which may be demanded by the international organization (i.e.
the IRU), the revised Convention stipulates that national associations are only
allowed to be authorized if these associations already exist for at least one year,
are financially sound, have experienced staff and have not committed any serious
or repeated offences against Customs or tax legislation.

The United Nations, as a universal organization, is the depositary of the TIR
Convention and provides the framework and the services to administer and, where
necessary, adapt the TIR Convention to changing requirements. Past experience
has shown that the TIR Convention, as part of the transport facilitation work
undertaken within the UNECE, has served the interests of all concerned, Customs
authorities and transport operators alike, and there is every reason to believe that
it will continue to do so in the future.
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Uctopust Tepmanum XIX B. TpajiMIIMOHHO TIPUBJIEKAET BHUMAHUE MCCJIE/0-
BaTeJsell, Tak KaK UMEHHO TOT/A IIes mpoliece (hOPMUPOBAHUS €ANHOTO TepPMaH-
CKOTO HAIMOHATHLHOTO ToCyAapcTBa. [lomuTnaeckoe oObeIMHEHE 1 COBEPITNB-
HIasicsi B TOM K€ BeKe ITPOMBIIIIEHHAs] PEBOJTIONUS TI03BOIIIN [epMaHuy BBIATH
Ha BeJlylI1e MO3UIMKU B MUPOBOI MOJUTHKE 1 9KOHOMUKE.

HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO TOIUTIYECKOE PA3BUTHE TEPMAHCKUX TOCYAAPCTB IILI0
Pa3HBIMU MYTSIMHU, X 9KOHOMUYECKOE COTPYAHUYECTBO yCUIUBaaoch. B 1818 1.
OBLT BBEJIEH €IMHBIN TaMOKEHHbIH Tapud 1Jist Beex yacreit [Ipycckoro Koposes-
ctBa [1, c. 96]. ecars et crnycrst 6bLI0 00pa3oBaHO TPU TAMOKEHHBIX COI03a:
meskay Ipycceneit n Teccen-/lapminraarom, Mmexay Basapueit u Bioprembeprom
(IOxHOTEpMAHCKUTT TAMOKEHHBIH COI03) U MEXKIY HEKOTOPBIMU O0Jiee MelTKu-
MU TocynapctBaMu. HekoTopoe BpeMst MeXKIy 3TUMU TPYIIIAMU TOCYAapCTB TILTA
OsKecTOUeHHast TaMoskeHHas BoitHa. Ho B 1833 1. oz arumoii IIpyccun onn 6b11n
obbenunerbl B TamoskeHHBIN coto3. Takum o6pasom k 1834 roxy obpasosancs
Tepmanckmit Tamoskentbiii cotos (Deutscher Zollverein, garee I'TC). B Hero Bor-
s 18 rocynapcTB ¢ HacesieHUEeM OKoJio 26 MJTH. YesioBek |2, c. 38]. Brina 3amoske-
Ha OCHOBA JIJISI CO3/IaHUsL OOIIErePMAHCKOTO PhIHKA U 9KOHOMUYECKOTO Pa3BUTHUSI.

Co103 9KOHOMHUYECKN OODBEIMHSI MPAKTHUECKNU BCE KPYITHBIE T€PMAHCKIe
roCyIapCTBa 3a UCKIIOUEHNEM ABCTPHH, YCTPAHSIS TAMOXKEHHbBIE Hapbhepbl MEKIY
YJIeHaMHU €O0I03a U HAKJIAJbIBas MOBBIMICHHBIN eUHBIN Tapud Ha TOBaphbl U3
JIPYTUX CTpaH, a U3 MOIIINH, B3UMAEMbIX Ha TPAHUIAX TEPPUTOPUH COI03a, ObLIa
obpaszoBaHa 0o6Ias Kacca, ¢ paclpeIeSeHIEM €€ TOX0I0B MEKIY YUACTHUKAMH.
[TockosbKy JTOXO/IbI JIETNIIICh, NCXOJIs U3 YUCJAEHHOCTH HacesieHust (2 He 110 Yuc-
JIY ZIETIOBBIX CIIETIOK), MATEHBKIE TOCYapCTBA MOJMYIAIN OTHOCUTETHHO OOBITHE
JOXO/bI U OBLIN GOJIee YeM YAOBJIETBOPEHBI CBOMM MOJIOKeHneM. Kpome Toro
roCy/IapcTBa — YIEHbI COI03a MMEJU MPUBUJIETUH, KOTOPbIe BKJIIOYAJIM: JOCTYII
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