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The article outlines the directions of development of ethnocultural identity. To 

establish the effectiveness of the certain ethnocultural activities, an empirical study was 

provided. 40 respondents of Sevastopol state university were administered the Katz and 

Braly Checklist (1933). The study showed thatactive involvement of students in 

ethnocultural events contributes to an increase in the level of their ethnocultural identity.  
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Рассмотрены основные направления развития этнокультурной идентичности. 

Для установления эффективности применяемых этнокультурных мероприятий было 

проведено эмпирическое исследование. 40 респондентам Севастопольского государ-

ственного университета был предложен опросник Каца и Брейли (1933). Проведён-

ное исследование показывает, что активное вовлечение студентов в этнокультурные 

мероприятия способствует повышению уровня их этнокультурной идентичности. 
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Problem introduction. Society faces the problem of forming 

ethnocultural identity. It is well-known fact that ethnocultural issues affect all 

spheres of human activity. Education should be aimed at fostering respect for 

the culture, identity, language and national values of the country. The 
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guarantee of stability of a multinational society is a solution to the problem of 

a person’s self-identification with an ethnic group [2, 8].  

Ethnocultural identity development is considered to be “a type of 

education in which the purposeful and systematic personality development 

takes place, carried out in specially organized socially useful activities aimed 

at integrating the individual into society” [6, с. 5]. 

Many scientists have considered various issues of ethnocultural identity: 

I.G. Pestalozzi, A. Voltaire, Ya.A. Comenius, L.N. Tolstoy, K.D. Ushinsky, 

M.L. Clark, Willie Pearson, Saul McLeod, G.U. Soldatova, H. Tajfel,V.V. 

Uzunov, T.V. Poshtareva, E.S. Markaryan, G.B. Andreeva and others.  

D. Katz, K. Braly researched racial prejudice and stereotypes. They 

proved that “the respondents showed the greatesr agreement for racial groups 

with whose members they had contact and the least degree of agreement for 

the unfamiliar groups. But actual knowledge of individual races explained the 

fact that there was less agreement upon some groups …” [9, p. 283]. Prejudice 

seems a matter of their attitude toward a race name or symbol. 

M. L. Clark and Willie Pearson determined stereotypes which were 

characterized as “social categorization. It is a reason for prejudiced attitudes 

(i.e., “them” and “us” mentality), which leads to in-groups and out-groups” 

[10, p. 1]. “It is probably true to say that every ethnic group has racial 

stereotypes of other groups” [7, p. 381]. 

According to point of I.A. Zakiryanova’s view, “in order to achieve a 

positive self-esteem, a person can choose either interpersonal or intergroup 

forms of interaction ” [12, p. 3]. 

Presentation of the research material. The expected results of the 

implementation of the strategy of ethnocultural education are ensuring human 

rights to master ethnocultural values and preserve ethnocultural identity, 

updating the ethnocultural resources of the region in the educational space. 

Ethnocultural identity formation of young people are stated in the Federal 

documents: 

1. It is identified by the Constitution that the population of Russia is a 

multinational people of the Russian Federation, united by a “common destiny 

on their land, affirming human rights and freedoms, civil peace and harmony, 

preserving the historically established state unity, proceeding from the 

generally recognized principles of equality and self-determination of peoples, 

honoring the memory of our ancestors…” [1, p. 1].  

2. The Federal Law “On Education” put forward the tasks of integrating 

the individual into the national culture [4].  

3. The Decree of the President of the Russian Federation “On the national 

development goals of the Russian Federation for the period up to 2030 and for 

the perspective up to 2036” states that “conditions for the education of a 

https://www.simplypsychology.org/author/saulmcleod
https://www.semanticscholar.org/author/D.-Katz/145251492
https://www.semanticscholar.org/author/K.-Braly/80947699
https://www.simplypsychology.org/social-identity-theory.html


622 

harmoniously developed, patriotic and socially responsible individual based 

on traditional Russian spiritual, moral and cultural-historical values” [5] 

should be created. 

Ethnic self-identification is determined by stereotypes. In particular, in 

the perception and description of representatives of different nationalities, the 

obligatory attributes of their characteristics are the typical features of behavior 

and language for the corresponding ethnic group. One of the components of 

ethnic self-determination is persons’ readiness to transform attitude towards 

oneself and the surrounding world. 

“Ethnocultural identity includes the following levels: 

– general (orientation towards the best world values and achievements of 

native culture); 

– regional (local customs, traditions); 

– individual (personal values, their potential). 

They play their role in adaptation in the cultural environment” [3, p. 41]. 

The stages of the ethnocultural identity  formation of young people are 

presented in table 1. 
 

Table 1 

The stages of person’s ethnocultural identity formation 

Major stages The features of stages 

The first stage of ethnic 

self-awareness the 

development  

The person’s self-determination is represented by two 

main elements – internal  and external. Scientists R.M. 

Ryan and E.L. Deci [11] distinguish two types of social 

self-determination.  

The second stage of 

ethnocultural identity 

development 

Assimilation of the traditions, socio-historical experience, 

value orientations, responsibility for one’s actions, 

historical features of the nation.  

 

One should consider the ethnocultural events, which “include historical-

cultural, ethnocultural, linguistic, cultural-regional, and multiethnic aspects” 

[3, p. 41]. Scientific conference “Sevastopol-Stalingrad: One War, One 

History”. 

Ethnocultural identity implies a person’s involvement in the history of 

one’s country, motivates people to participate in events of historical 

significance. It is also pride in the past, an incentive to move forward, to serve 

Fatherland.  

Attracting the attention of young people to universal human values is a 

main tasks of the conference. “Active involvement of students in working with 

archival materials when writing a research paper on the Great Patriotic War 

helps young people to realize that they are part of society and it motivates to 



623 

serve the nation” [3, p. 41]. The student have a possibiliry to publish their 

studies in conference proceedings. 

The “Ethnocultural Orbit” camp could be appropriate activity in 

ethnocultural identity forming. The camp as a temporary educational 

community can be organized on the basis of a recreation center. In the 

conditions of an ethnocultural camp it is possible to immerse oneself in the 

culture and traditions of an ethnic group. 

Ethnological club involves interesting events dealing with study of the 

culture and religion of nations, reproducing the cultural traditions and folk art 

of Russia.  

Ethnic awareness is the main element of ethnocultural identity. 

Preservation and transmission of knowledge about the Great Patriotic War is 

becoming an integral component of the identity of Russian people. 

Russian identity is a complex and multifaceted issue that is currently at 

the center of an ideological struggle for every person who calls themselves 

Russian. 

In Russia, reflection on the identity of a specific person causes mutual 

transitions between one’s own “I”, the Russian ethnic group, and varieties of 

the Russian ethnic group. The feeling of belonging to a specific ethnocultural 

community and the assessment of its characteristics is also a component of 

ethnocultural identity. The behavioral component of ethnocultural identity 

contains mechanisms for accepting oneself as a member of a specific 

ethnocultural group, building relationships in groups.  

To establish the effectiveness of the certain ethnocultural events, an 

empirical study was realized. 40 respondents of Sevastopol State university 

were asked acording to the Katz and Braly checklist (1933) to select five 

adjectives that best described first themselves, second, other races.  

The main object in our research field is the social subject, who is a direct 

participant in complex inter-confessional and inter-ethnic communications 

carried out in social life according to its own rules. 

Methodology for recognizing religious and ethnic stereotypes, cliches 

(D.Katz, K.W. Braly, 1933) [9] was used in order to examined racial 

stereotypes.  

Students were given a list of 84 traits and asked to select those they felt 

were most characteristic of 10 racial/ethnic groups. In terms of observations of 

ethnic self-identification, data from experimental studies that reveal ethnic 

tendencies associated with a person’s attitude (and corresponding groups of 

society) toward representatives of various national and ethnic groups are 

interesting.  
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The respondents had to identify 5 traits which they found the most 

characteristic for certain groups, for instance, Russian, Belorussian, 

Americans, Englishmen, Jews, German people.  

The list of 84 words (adjactives) is presented to them, and they are 

permitted to use additional traits if they want. 

Additional commentary to the questionnaire includes the following 

information: «stereotype» is «fixed mental impression» (Concise Oxford 

Dictionary), «a fixed set of ideas about that a particular type of person is like, 

which is (wrongly) believed to be true in all cases» (Longman Dictionary of 

English Language and Culture). The main functions of stereotypical 

evaluation are one of saving mental effort and protecting group values, 

authorities, views and opinions. A stereotype is a schematic, standardized, 

fixed, established phenomenon. When creating stereotypes, the personal 

moment gives these mental formations emotional and evaluative content. A 

stereotype makes people negatively evaluate what differs from their own 

characteristics. 

Th list of words from which the students are to select: 

 
 

The results showed the 5 characteristics most frequently assigned to the 

Russian race proposed by 40 students: 

Very religious; 

Practical; 

Scientifically-minded; 

Intelligent; 

Industrious. 
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‘Scientifically-minded’ was the most popular assigned characterisic (50% 
of respondents). Next came ‘Very religious’ with 40%, to be followed by 
‘Intelligent’ with 32% and ‘Practical’ with 20%. The adjective ‘Industrious’ 
was chosent by 19% of students. 

The general stereotype for some nations among respondents isn’t fairly 
indefinite. Eight of the 40 students could give no characteristics for some 
racial and national groups. The degree of agreement among respondents in 
assigning features from adjactives to different races is likely to be the result of 
students’ lack of knowledge of the cultural capabilities of these ones. 

The obtained data are also of incontrovertible interest for the detection of 
ethnostereotypes as a factor in the social self-identification of an individual. 

The verification of the effectiveness of proposed activities for the 
formation of ethnocultural identity included a control stage and a final stage, 
which was carried out after the events were held during 2024-2025 years. The 
experiment involved first-year students of Sevastopol state university, Institute 
of Social Sciences and International Relations. When comparing the data at 
the initial stage and the final stage after holding ethnocultural events, it 
became clear that the level of formation of ethnocultural identity increased by 
50%. If at the initial stage only 10 people out of 40 respondents had high 
indicators, then at the final stage –20, the average level was observed in 10 
students. 

The realization of etnocultural events for students and their participation 
in presented ativities contributed to an increase in the level of their 
ethnocultural identity. Among the main measures are the formation of the cult 
of the family in the public consciousness; ensuring conditions for the 
productivity of intergenerational interaction; transmission of genuine national 
culture and national history, an emphasis on the values and meanings of 
national culture. 

Conclusion. The questionnaire (authors D. Katz, K.W. Braly) allowed to 
determine how students perceive and evaluate the ethnotypical in themselves 
and their peers against the backdrop of global changes in the face of the 
modern world. This the methodology proved that the formation of students’ 
ethnocultural identity is more effectively achieved through their immersion in 
the ethnocultural environment by means of certain activities. In this context, 
the ethnocultural environment acquires the significance of a correctional and 
developmental factor and has a positive impact on the ethnic attitudes of 
young people. 
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