MINISTRY OF EDUCATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS
BELARUSIAN STATE UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Department of International Law

Annotation to the master’s thesis

REGIONAL TRADE AGREEMENTS WITHIN THE WTO SYSTEM

Zhang Ye

Scientific supervisor:

Mikhaliova T.N.

Minsk, 2025



ANNOTATION

1. Structure and scope of the master's thesis: 50 pages, 3 chapters, 52 sources.

2. Keywords: Regional Trade Agreements, WTO, GATT Article XXIV, GATS
Article V, multilateral trading system, transparency, dispute settlement, trade
governance

3. The content of the work

The object of the study is the legal regime governing Regional Trade
Agreements within the WTO system, including relevant legal provisions, institutional
procedures, and practical case law interpretations. This includes a particular focus on
GATT Article XXIV, GATS Article V, and the WTO Transparency Mechanism for
RTAs.

The subject matter specifically addresses the legal and institutional interplay
between Regional Trade Agreements (RTAs) and the World Trade Organization
(WTO) system. It focuses on the analysis of legal foundations such as GATT Article
XXIV, GATS Article V, and the Transparency Mechanism, as well as the regulatory
frameworks, procedural requirements, and dispute settlement practices that shape the
relationship between regional and multilateral trade governance. Special attention is
given to the challenges and opportunities arising from the proliferation of RTAs
worldwide, including China’s growing participation in regional economic integration
and its implications for the coherence and development of the global trading system.

The purpose of this research is to examine how Regional Trade Agreements
(RTAs) function within the legal and institutional framework of the World Trade
Organization (WTO) and to propose methods of its improvement. It seeks to analyze
the legal basis of RTAs under WTO law, evaluate the mechanisms of notification and
transparency, and explore the role of the WTO Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) in
adjudicating RTA-related cases.

Research methods: This research applies a mixed-methods approach combining

normative legal analysis, institutional study, and case study methodology. It involves
a textual interpretation of WTO agreements, comparative review of institutional
procedures, and detailed examination of selected WTO disputes, particularly DS34
(Turkey—Textiles) and DS58 (US—Shrimp). General scientific methods are used as
one of system analysis, methods of synthesis and analysis, induction and deduction.
Research results: This thesis demonstrates that Regional Trade Agreements
(RTAs) have played a significant role in advancing regional economic integration and
trade liberalization, including the active participation of China in global RTA
networks. However, the rapid expansion of RTAs has presented challenges for the
coherence, transparency, and legal certainty of the multilateral trading system under
the WTO. The research shows that while the WTQO’s legal architecture—centered on
GATT Article XXIV, GATS Article V, and the Transparency Mechanism—provides
a foundational framework for supervising RTAs, the effectiveness of these
mechanisms is often limited by delayed or incomplete notifications, varying
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compliance levels, and the growing complexity of modern RTAs. Case studies of
WTO dispute settlement, such as DS34 and DSS58, illustrate both the capacity and
limitations of current legal instruments in managing the relationship between regional
and multilateral rules. The thesis puts forward targeted recommendations for
strengthening procedural discipline, enhancing transparency, and promoting
institutional adaptation to better reconcile regionalism and multilateralism.

Reliability of materials and results of the thesis: The conclusions drawn in this
thesis are supported by a rigorous analysis of authoritative sources, including core WTO
legal documents, official notifications, Secretariat reports, and published dispute
settlement cases. Supplementary peer-reviewed academic studies and empirical data on
the development and impact of RTAs further reinforce the scientific reliability of the
findings. The combined use of doctrinal analysis, comparative institutional review, and
detailed case study ensures both the validity and the practical relevance of the research
outcomes.

Recommendations for the use of the results: It is recommended that WTO
policy makers and member governments use the findings of this thesis to strengthen
notification and transparency requirements, improve compliance monitoring, and refine
the legal assessment of RTAs within the WTO system. Practitioners and negotiators of
RTAs are encouraged to align regional agreements more closely with multilateral
standards to avoid legal fragmentation and foster greater predictability. Academic
researchers may build upon the analytical framework and empirical insights provided in
this thesis to further explore emerging challenges, including “deep” RTAs that address
regulatory, digital, and sustainability issues. International organizations and stakeholders
are advised to deepen cooperation and promote the harmonization of regional and global
trade rules, ensuring that regionalism serves as a complement, rather than a barrier, to the
effectiveness of the multilateral trading system.



AHHOTALUS

1. Crpyktypa ®M coaep:kaHHe MAarucrepckoi auccepramum: 50
CTpaHMIbl, 3 TJ1aBbl, 52 UCTOYHHKA.

2. KimoueBble ciaoBa: PernonanpHble TOproBeie cornamenus, BTO, craTes
XXIV I'ATT, cratea V I'ATC, MHOTOCTOpPOHHSISI TOProBasi CUCTEMA, MTPO3PAYHOCTb,
YPETYJIUPOBAHUE CIIOPOB, YIPABIEHUE TOPTrOBIIEH

3. Coaep:xanue padoThbl

O0beKTOM HCCJIeIOBAHUA SBJSIETCS TIPAaBOBOM PEXKHUM, PETYIUPYIOLIUNA
pETUOHAJIBHBIE TOPTOBBIE COTJIAlIEHWsS B paMkax cucreMbl BTO, Bximovas
COOTBETCTBYIOIIIME HOPMATHUBHBIE TMOJOXKEHHS, MPOLUEAYPHbIE MEXAHU3Mbl W
MPaKTUKY TOJKOBAHUS B paMKax paspeiieHus: criopoB. Ocoboe BHUMaHUE YAEISETCS
cratbe XXIV I'ATT, cratbe V 'ATC u Mexanusmy tpancnapeHtHoctu BTO B
otHouenuu PTC.

IIlpeamMeT KOHKPETHO pacCMaTpuUBaeT NPaBOBOE W HHCTUTYLIMOHAJIBHOE
B3aMMOJICUCTBUE MEXKJy pEruoHaNbHBIMU TOProoiMu corjamenusmu (PTC) u
cuctemoit Becemupnoit Topropoii opranuzaiuu (BTO). On dhokycupyercst Ha aHam3e
MpaBoOBbIX OCHOB, Takux Kak crarbsi XXIV I'ATT, crates V I'ATC u Mexanusm
IPO3PAavyHOCTH, a Tak)Ke HOPMATHUBHBIX paMOK, TMPOIEAYPHBIX TpeOOBaHUN U
NPaKTUKUA YPETyJIUPOBAHUS CIOPOB, KOTOpbIE (HOPMUPYIOT OTHOIICHUS MEXKTY
peruoHaIbHBIM W MHOTOCTOPOHHHUM yIpaBiieHueM ToproBieid. Oco0oe BHUMaHUE
yAelsieTcss  mpobieMaM M BO3MOXHOCTSIM,  BO3HUKAIOIIUM B CBS3U  C
pacnpoctpanennem PTC mo BcemMy Mupy, BKJIO4Yas pactymiee ydacthe Kuras B
PETMOHAIBHOM  3KOHOMHMYECKOW  HHTErpallid W €ro  IOCIEACTBUA IS
COTJIACOBAHHOCTH M Pa3BUTHS TNI00ATLHON TOPrOBOM CUCTEMBI.

Ieabp AaHHOM JMCCEPTALMM — LEIbI0 HACTOSLIETO MCCIIEIOBAHUS SIBIISIETCA
u3ydeHue (GyHKIUOHUPOBAHUS PETHOHANBHBIX TOproeoix cornamenuii (PTC) B
paMKax TIpaBOBOM W HHCTUTYUHOHAJIBbHOM CHUCTeMbl BceMHpHONW TOpProBou
opranuzanuu (BTO) u BbpaOoTKa NnpeuioxKeHU Mo COBEPIICHCTBOBAHUIO JaHHOTO
npouecca. B pabore ananusupyroTcs npaBoBblie ocHoBaHUsI PTC B cOOTBETCTBUU C
npasom BTO, olieHHMBaIOTCA MEXaHU3Mbl YBEJIOMIICHUSI W TPAHCIAPEHTHOCTH, a
Takke paccmarpuBaeTcsi posib Oprana mno paspemenuto crnopoB (OPC) BTO B
paspemieHnu aen, cBa3anibix ¢ PTC.

MertonoJsioruss  uccjaeqoBaHMs: B paboTe NOPHUMEHSETCS  CMELIaHHBIN
METOJOJIOTHYECKUM  IMMOAXOJ, COYETAIOUIMM  HOPMATHBHO-IIPABOBOM  aHAIM3,
WHCTUTYLIMOHAJIBHOE HMCCIIEIOBAHUE U KeiC-CTaau. AHalu3 BKIIIOYAET TEKCTYaJIbHOE
tosnikoBaHue cornamennid BTO, cpaBHuUTENbHBIM 0030p WHCTUTYIMOHAIBHBIX
HpoLEAYp U ACTaIbHOE PACCMOTpEHHUE OTAENbHBIX criopoB BTO, B yacTHocTH nen
DS34 (Typuus — Ttexctunb) u DS58 (CIHA — xpeBetku). B kauecTtBe
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OOIIIEHAyYHBIX METOJIOB HCIIOJBb3YIOTCS CHCTEMHBIM aHajlu3, METOAbl CHUHTE3a U
aHaAJIN3a, UHAYKIWHU U JETyKIUU.

Pesyabrarsl uHcciaefOBaHMA: [JaHHAsA JUCCEpPTALlHs JIEMOHCTPHUPYET, 4YTO
peruoHanbHbie ToproBble coriamieHus (PTC) ceirpanu 3HAYUTENBHYIO POJb B
pPa3BUTHM PETMOHAIBHONW 3KOHOMUYECKOW MHTETpalMi U JUOepaau3alud TOPrOBIIH,
B TOM 4Hciie Onmarogaps akTuBHOMY ydactuio Kurtas B rmobampabix cetsax PTC.
Bwmecre ¢ tem OpicTphiii poct uncia PTC co3maer BBI30OBBI ISl COTJIACOBAHHOCTH,
TPAHCIAPEHTHOCTH M MPABOBOM OIPEIEICHHOCTH MHOTOCTOPOHHEW TOProBOM
cucrembl BTO. MccnenoBanue mokassiBaeT, 4to mpaBoBas apxutekrypa BTO — ¢
aknmeaToM Ha cratelo XXIV TATT, crareio V TATC wum Mexanausm
TpaHCHApPEHTHOCTH — olecreunBaeT (PyHIaMEHTaIbHYI0 OCHOBY JJIS HaJa30pa 3a
PTC, ognako 3(hpeKTUBHOCTh 3TUX MEXAHU3MOB YaCTO OIPaHUYEHA 3a/I€PHKKAMU HIIN
HETOJTHOTOM YBEIOMJICHUM, pa3HbIM YPOBHEM COOJIIOJICHUS] O00s3aTEIbCTB U
BO3pacTarouen CJI0KHOCTBIO COBPEMEHHBIX PTC. Ananus CIIOpOB,
paccmarpuBaeMbIx B pamkax BTO, takmx kak DS34 m DSS58, wumoctpupyer kak
BO3MOXHOCTH, TaK U OTPAHUYEHHUS TEKYIIUX TPABOBBIX HHCTPYMEHTOB B YIIPABJICHUU
B3aMMOOTHONICHUSIMU MEXKIy PETHOHAIM3MOM M MHOTOCTOPOHHOCTHIO. B pabote
MPEIJIOKEHBl  KOHKPETHBIE PEKOMEHAALUM 110  YKPEIUICHHIO  MIPOLELYPHOU
JUCUUIUINHBI, MOBBIIIEHUIO TPAHCHAPEHTHOCTH M MHCTUTYLUMOHAJIBHOM aJanTaluu
st 6onee  A(D@PEKTUBHOW TrapMOHHM3AllMU PETHOHAIM3MAa W MHOTOCTOPOHHHX
IIPUHLINATIOB.

Hapge:xHoctb MaTrepuasioB W pe3yjbTAaTOB  JUCCEPTALMH:  BBIBOJBI,
CHENaHHbIE B TOW NHCCEPTALUHU, TMOAKPEIJIEHBI CTPOIUM aHAJIM30M ABTOPUTETHBIX
HMCTOYHUKOB, BKJIIOYasi OCHOBHbIE TMpaBoBbie J0kymMeHTHl BTO, odunuansubie
yBeJoMIIeHHs, oT4eThl CekperapuaTa U OMyOJIMKOBAaHHBIE CIy4aW yperyJUpOBaHUs
CIIOPOB. /IOIIONIHUTENBHBIE PELEH3UPYEMBIE aAKAJAEMUYECKUE MCCIENOBaHUA U
IMIUPHUYECKUE AaHHBIE O pa3Butun u BiusHUM PTC eme Oomblie yCHIMBAIOT
HAay4YHYI0 HaJEeXHOCTh BbIBOJIOB. (COBMECTHOE HCMOJb30BAHUE JOKTPUHAIBLHOIO
aHalIM3a, CPAaBHUTEIBHOTO  WHCTUTYIIMOHAIBHOTO o030pa ©  MOAPOOHOTrO
TEMaTUYECKOro HCCleAoBaHUsl o0OecrneuynBaeT Kak OOOCHOBAaHHOCTh, TaK U
MPAaKTHYECKYIO0 3HAYUMOCTb PE3YJIbTATOB HCCIIEIOBAHUS.

PexomMenganum mo HCHOJB30BAHMIO pe3yabTaToB: mnoiautukam BTO wu
IIPaBUTEJILCTBAM-YJIEHAM PEKOMEHAYETCS MCIIOIb30BaTh BBIBOJBI ATOM JAMCCEPTALUU
JUISl YCUJIEHUS] TPEOOBaHUM K YBEIOMJIEHUIO U MPO3PAYHOCTH, YJIYUIIEHUS KOHTPOJIS
3a coOmtogenueM u yrouneHus npaBoBoid oneHku PTC B cucteme BTO. Tlpaktukam
u mneperopopmmkaM PTC  pekomenmyercs 0Ooiee TECHO  COTJIaCOBBIBATH
pETHOHANIbHBIE COTJIAICHUS ¢ MHOTOCTOPOHHMMH CTaHIApTaMHu, YTOOBI M30€KaTh
IOPUINYECKON (PparMeHTalMu W CIOCOOCTBOBATH OONBIICH MPEACKa3yeMOCTH.
AKaJeMHUYECKUE HCCIIEIOBATENIM MOTYT OMUPAThCA HAa aHAJTUTUYECKYIO CTPYKTYpPY H
SMIIMPUYECKUE WJIEH, MPEICTABICHHBIE B 3TOW AHMCCEPTAlUU, Uil AAIbHEHIIEro
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U3yYEHUs BO3HMKAIOUIMX MpoOiem, BkIoyas «riaybokue» PTC, koTopele pemaroT
BOIIPOCHI  PEryJIUpOBaHUs,  LUQPOBBIX  TEXHOJOTMA U yYCTOWYUBOCTH.
MexyHapOoIHBIM OpPTraHHU3alHsIM U 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIM CTOPOHAM PEKOMEHIYETCS
yIayONsaTh COTPYJHUYECTBO M COJEHCTBOBATH TapMOHM3ALMU PETHMOHAJIBHBIX U
[NI00AIBHBIX MPaBUJ TOPrOBIM, TApaHTUPYSA, UTO PETHOHANM3M OYAET CIIyXKUTh
JIOTIOJIHEHUEM, a HE TPEnATCTBUEM s 3P(HEKTUBHOCTH MHOTOCTOPOHHEW TOPrOBOM
CUCTEMBI.



