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В статье рассматриваются основные формы участия Китая в ВОИС с точки зрения 
развития глобального права интеллектуальной собственности. Авторы рассматрива-
ют трудности, с которыми сталкивается Китай в деле совершенствования националь-
ной системы интеллектуальной собственности. В исследовании выявлены тенденции 
повышения активности Китая в ВОИС, а также усиления его роли в продвижении 
международного правопорядка интеллектуальной собственности. 
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The globally recognized World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) 
commits to boosting international cooperation in protecting and promoting 
intellectual property rights. With the rise of globalization and the quickening 
of scientifi c and technological progress, intellectual property rights become 
essential in empowering nations to enhance their competitive advantage and 
spur economic expansion [1, p. 56—67]. As a leading global economy, China 
has recently shown dynamic engagement in the WIPO's operations, enhancing 
its importance in worldwide intellectual property markets [2, p. 198].
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Founded in 1967, the WIPO aimed to foster creativity and innovation 
through creating an internationally balanced and effi  cient system of intellectual 
property. As the foremost global entity in intellectual property matters, the 
WIPO is tasked with establishing worldwide regulations, off ering services, 
and fostering worldwide intellectual property collaboration. Being the globe's 
second-largest economy and a hub for innovation, China's involvement in 
global intellectual property collaboration is growing.

Lately, China has been actively engaged in the WIPO's eff orts, showcasing 
its optimistic perspective and expanding infl uence in global intellectual property 
matters. Key factors driving China's involvement in the WIPO include: 

Firstly, as China's economy grows swiftly and its industrial framework 
evolves and advances, the signifi cance of intellectual property rights in China 
has escalated.

Enhanced protection of intellectual property will aid in fostering 
technological innovation, bolstering enterprise competitiveness, and advancing 
China's transition from a manufacturing force to a leader in innovation. 
Moreover, the establishment of international intellectual property norms 
and criteria holds immense importance for Chinese companies to engage 
internationally and enter global contests.

The WIPO, as the creator and orchestrator of global intellectual property 
regulations, serves as a crucial stage for China to engage in the management 
of intellectual properties internationally, secure its rights and interests, and 
foster the creation of rules.

Ultimately, as the process of globalization hastens, the tendency to 
internationalize intellectual property disagreements is increasingly apparent. 
It's essential for China to engage proactively in the WIPO's operations to 
address the growing global complexities in intellectual property matters and 
preserve its economic benefi ts and creative power.

In recent years, China's active participation and contributions in the 
WIPO sector have progressively grown, showing clear positive advancements 
in multiple dimensions. It is essential to highlight that China is gradually 
increasing its infl uence and participation in the administrative framework of 
the WIPO [3, p. 45—57]. The 2017 election of China as the Director General 
of the WIPO distinguished it as the fi rst director general from a developing 
country, underscoring its growing infl uence and prominence in the worldwide 
intellectual property arena [4, p. 21]. In the WIPO structure, China holds various 
crucial positions, including Vice President of the WIPO General Assembly and 
Chairman of the Special Committee, greatly aiding in the progression and 
triumph of the global intellectual property system [5, p. 105—106]. 

China plays actively a role in various worldwide agreements and treaties 
of the WIPO, committed to advancing the creation of an international legal 
realm for intellectual property rights. In chronological order of accession, 
China has to date become a party to the following international treaties: 
The Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property (19.03.1985), 
The Madrid Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Marks 
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(04.07.1989), The Washington Treaty on Intellectual Property in Respect of 
Integrated Circuits (01.05.1990), The Berne Convention for the Protection of 
Literary and Artistic Works (15.10.1992), The Convention for the Protection 
of Producers of Phonograms Against Unauthorized Duplication of Their 
Phonograms (05.01.1993), The Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) (01.10.1993), 
The Nice Agreement Concerning the International Classifi cation of Goods 
and Services for the Purposes of the Registration of Marks (05.05.1994), 
The Trademark Law Treaty (TLT) (28.10.1994), The Budapest Treaty on the 
International Recognition of the Deposit of Microorganisms for the Purposes 
of Patent Procedure (01.04.1995), The Locarno Agreement Establishing an 
International Classifi cation for Industrial Designs (17.06.1996), The Strasbourg 
Agreement Concerning the International Patent Classifi cation (17.06.1996), 
The  Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks (29.01.2007), The WIPO 
Copyright Treaty (09.03.2007), The WIPO Performances and Phonograms 
Treaty (09.03.2007), The Protocol relating to the Madrid Agreement concerning 
the International Registration of Marks (04.05.2000), The Beijing Treaty on 
Audiovisual Performances (26.06.2012) [6].  

The Hague Agreement Concerning the International Registration of 
Industrial Designs, which came into force in China on May 5, 2022, and The 
Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are 
Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise Print Disabled are of great signifi cance 
to China's economic and social development, and are also an important result 
of China's international cooperation on intellectual property rights. They mark 
a new step forward for China in its deep involvement in global intellectual 
property governance[6].

China's participation contributes signifi cantly to both the international 
advancement and modernization of its domestic intellectual property 
framework and in refi ning the global intellectual property protection system. 
Marcelo di Pietro, Director of the World Intellectual Property Organization's 
Global Award Program, revealed that China is the largest source of applicants 
for the Global Award in 2023. 

By funding and supporting the WIPO's international property capacity 
construction projects in developing countries and least developed countries, 
China has contributed to improving the and innovation environment of these 
countries. 

For example, China has provided fi nancial support to the WIPO's South 
to South Cooperation Fund to help developing and least developed countries 
strengthen infrastructure and capacity building of intellectual property. It 
has also provided transfer of Appropriate Technologies Program for Least 
Developed Countries. The program supports the identifi cation, management, 
administrative, and utilization of technology and scientifi c information in least 
developed countries, with a focus on patent information, aiming to establish 
institutional and national capacities for promoting development through the use 
of appropriate technologies. For instance, in the solar coff ee drying technology 
project in Ethiopia, the aquaculture technology project, and the solar water 
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distillation technology project in Rwanda [7]. Through these projects, China 
not only fulfi lls its international responsibilities as an important member of the 
WIPO, but also expands its infl uence in the global intellectual property fi eld.

Even with China's escalating involvement and input in the WIPO, it confronts 
numerous obstacles. Initially, there's a necessity to enhance China's system 
protecting intellectual property. Despite China's signifi cant advancements in 
legal frameworks, policing, and global collaboration, there remains a gap in the 
effi  cient of intellectual property violations and the suffi  cient enforcement of the 
rights and interests of rights owners.

China continues to grapple with issues like fake products, misuse of 
patents and trademark, all of which have somewhat tarnished its reputation 
and trustworthiness in the global intellectual property arena.

China's system of governance diff ers greatly from that of liberal Western 
democracies [8, p. 910]. In particular, when discussing transnational 
pharmaceutical patents and public health issues, China should protect and 
promote its own economic and technological innovation capacity on the basis 
of protecting the general interests of the international community.

In the WIPO process, China still faces skepticism from domestic and 
foreign media. In recent years, some advanced countries have questioned 
China's Intellectual Property Rights protection status, believing that China's 
Intellectual Property Rights protection performance in some aspects is poor. 
This pressure of public opinion is likely to have some adverse eff ects on China's 
freedom of expression and policy infl uence in the WIPO process. Especially 
the public-private partnership model, its popularization and application is 
expected to further promote the innovation and development of plant protection 
technology [9, p. 69]. Therefore, the People's Republic of China should further 
enhance the international community's trust and sense of belonging in our 
intellectual property structure by strengthening its domestic intellectual 
property protection capabilities.

Signifi cant disparities exist within the WIPO between developed and 
developing nations regarding aspects like intellectual property rights, 
technology exchange, and public health.

Particularly in dialogues about international drug patents and public 
health, it's crucial for China to protect its economic interests and tech 
innovation power, all the while upholding the broader interests of the global 
community.

It is noteworthy that the State Intellectual Property Offi  ce of China plays 
an important role and exerts a driving force in organizing and implementing 
the national intellectual property strategy and promoting China's participation 
in international cooperation on intellectual property. Participating in global 
governance of intellectual property rights, participating in the General Assembly 
and various specialized committees of the WIPO and negotiating and consulting 
with other member states, the State Intellectual Property Offi  ce of China has 
been pushing for the improvement of international intellectual property rules 
and expanding international intellectual property cooperation. 
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For example, it has established stable cooperative relations with more 
than 80 countries and regions around the world, and has implemented more 
than 200 intellectual property cooperation agreements. In May this year, it 
successfully pushed for the conclusion of the Treaty on Intellectual Property, 
Genetic Resources and Traditional Knowledge of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization, marking the end of its 25-year negotiation history [10].

China plans to further strengthen its cooperation with the WIPO to play 
a more active role in the global intellectual property governance system. 
Deepening cooperation is not only a core component of China's intellectual 
property strategy, but also the only choice to enhance competitiveness of the 
country in the era of accelerating global integration and technological progress. 
In order to promote the continuous improvement of the intellectual property 
system at home and abroad, China plans to approach from multiple angles.

China's intellectual property system has been continuously improved, 
including the revision of the Patent Law, Trademark Law, Copyright Law 
and the improvement of patent examination policy standards in new areas. 
China has become an important global innovation center, and the intellectual 
property system provides important institutional guarantees for the world's 
innovation and knowledge dissemination [11, p. 58]. China is planning to 
further strengthen and improve its domestic intellectual property legal system. 
Recently, China has made remarkable progress in the enactment of laws on 
intellectual property rights, such as the amendments to The Patent Law, The 
Copyright Law and The Trademark Law, which have signifi cantly strengthened 
the legal penalties for intellectual property infringement . For instance, in the 
backdrop of strengthening intellectual property rights protection, punitive 
damages ranging from one to fi ve times have been stipulated for acts of 
deliberate patent infringement with severe circumstances. Meanwhile, the 
legal compensation for patent infringement has been increased from "between 
10,000 yuan and 1 million yuan" to "between 30,000 yuan and 5 million yuan" 
[12, p. 62].  

Meanwhile, supportive innovation by enterprises both at home and abroad, 
actively promotes the global service system of the WIPO, and steadily increases 
application volume in items such as Patent Cooperation Treaty international 
patents, international registration of industrial designs under the Hague 
System, and international trademark registration under the Madrid System.

Overall, during the past over 50 years, China has actively engaged 
in various works of the WIPO, consistently and resolutely protected the 
multilateral international intellectual property regime, expanded the layout 
of international cooperation, and constantly refi ned the global intellectual 
property partnership network, highlighting China's profound strength and 
responsibility as a major global economic and innovative country. Despite many 
diffi  culties and challenges, China's maturing intellectual property system and 
deepening cooperation with the international community are expected to play 
a more central role in global intellectual property management and contribute 
to the common prosperity of the global economy and innovation.
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