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IpocBelleHNe ¥ HacTaB/leHne, 6aaHC MeXy o0ydeHreM, MbIIIJIEHVEM U eficTBMeM, BO3BpaleHye K IIPOLIUIOMY IJIsl OT-
KPBITVSI HOBOTO) U MX POJIb B PA3BUTUM KYJIbTYPbI UTE€HUS IIPENCTaBUTENEN CTYIeHUeCTBA. AHATIU3UPYETCS KYIbTYpa UYTeHUST
CTYIEeHTOB COBPEMEHHbBIX KUTaliCKMX YHUBepcUTETOB. O603HAYAIOTCSI HAaMGO0/Iee OCTPbIe TPOGIEMbI B chepe YIydIleH s UH-
TEeJIEKTYaIbHbBIX CITOCOOHOCTEN 00YUYAIOLIVIXCST M MX HaBbIKOB PaboThl ¢ MHbOpMaIueii. [IpeniaraloTcs 1 060CHOBBIBAIOTCS
CTpaTeruy COBEPUIEHCTBOBAHUSI KYJIBTYPbI UT€HNS CTYLEHTOB, 3aK/TI0YAOIINECS B UCIIONb30BaHNN COUMHEHMI KOHDYIIMaHCKO
T1elarornyeckoi KIacCUKM B KauecTBe 00pasioB it opMIPOBaHMS HABBIKOB VX MHTEPITPeTalM/ B KOHTEKCTe KYIbTYPHBIX
TpanMIMii ¥ HPaBCTBEHHBIX MMIIepaTHUBOB yueHMst KoHdyums, a Taxke B aganTanyy 06pa3oBaTelbHbIX KAHOHOB KOHDYIN-
aHCTBA K COBPeMEHHBIM 3a7jauaM Pa3BUTUS KOMMYHMKATUBHBIX TEXHOIOTMIT 00pa30BaHMsI.
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KY/ITYPbI UTEHMSI CTYJIEHTOB COBPEMEHHbBIX KUTACKMX YHUBEPCUTETOB; KOMMYHMKATUBHBIE TEXHOIOTUY B CTPYKTYPE YHU-
BEPCUTETCKOrO 06pasoBaHms.
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Abstract. The traditional Confucian educational canons (modifying education according to individual needs, education
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Introduction

At a time of increasing globalisation and informati-
sation, the field of education is facing unprecedented
challenges and opportunities. This is especially noti-
ceable in China where in the context of rapid economic
development and profound social changes the higher
education system is undergoing a major transformation.
In this case, the integration of traditional educational
philosophy and modern educational technology is par-
ticularly important. Confucian educational thought, as
an important part of traditional Chinese culture, its pro-
found educational philosophy and rich teaching methods
are of great significance in guiding the reading cultu-
re of modern university students.

The purpose of this article is to explore how the ba-
sic Confucian education canons can adapt to and guide
the development of reading culture for contemporary
Chinese university students. The article reviews the
core canons of Confucian education, including modify-
ing education according to individual needs, education
for all, combining education with enjoyment and analy-
ses the application of these canons in modern edu-
cation. Also, the paper examines the current reading

status of Chinese university students through empiri-
cal research, revealing their characteristics and prob-
lems in reading habits, reading motivation and reading
choices. On this basis, a series of innovative methods
and strategies, aiming to promote the overall enhance-
ment of university students’ reading culture through
the modern interpretation of Confucian educational
norms are proposed. In addition, the role of modern
media technologies, especially online platforms, in dis-
seminating Confucian educational ideas and promoting
students’ reading is explored. On the basis on analysis
of cases of educational practices in the new media en-
vironment, this paper demonstrates how modern tech-
nological means can be effectively used to integrate the
wisdom of Confucian education into the daily lives of
university students, thereby fostering their humanistic
qualities and sense of social responsibility. In summa-
ry, this article not only provides a practical guidance
for the application of Confucian educational thought
in modern education, but also offers new ideas for pro-
moting the innovative development of Chinese higher
education.

Reading culture as the most important component of education
in the context of Confucian traditions

During the Spring and Autumn period in ancient Chi-
na, the revered thinker and educator Confucius laid the
foundation for what would become the Confucian edu-
cational philosophy. At that time, Confucius found him-
self in a country marked by turmoil and social uphea-
val. Against this challenging backdrop, he formulated
the core tenets of Confucianism, aiming to reconstruct
social order and revive a society grounded in proper ri-
tuals and etiquette.

Main to Confucianism are principles that empha-
sise human-centredness, moral development and va-
lues, such as benevolence and loyalty. Confucius firmly
believed that education played a pivotal role in societal
progress. He considered it one of the three fundamen-
tal pillars for effective governance, alongside the labour
force and the economy [1, p. 43—-44]. Beyond his politi-
cal contributions, Confucius wholeheartedly dedicated
himself to innovating and implementing educational
ideas that would shape generations to come.

The development of Confucian educational thought
gradually enriched and refined over time. It encom-
passes various aspects related to education, including
its purpose, teaching and learning methods, moral edu-
cation and the relationship of teacher and student.

Purpose and role of education. Confucianism pla-
ces profound emphasis on the social role of education.
As one of the earliest educators, Confucius engaged in
discussions about the intricate relationship between
education, politics and the economy. He identified the
following fundamental conditions for effective gover-
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nance: the labour force, wealth and education [1, p. 139].
Moreover, another influential thinker Mencius asserted
that moral and ethical teachings, disseminated through
education, wield greater impact and importance than
state laws and punishments. While the latter mere-
ly prevents shamelessness, the former instills not only
a sense of shame, but also noble qualities in individuals
[1, p. 156].

Confucian scholars delved into the role of educa-
tion in human development by closely examining hu-
man nature and its connection to learning. Confu-
cius himself affirmed the pivotal role of education in
personal growth. In practical educational endeavors,
Confucian thinkers consistently emphasised the pur-
pose of education. According to Confucius, education
should cultivate scholars or gentlemen. His student
Zixia succinctly summarised this educational purpose
as learning for self-improvement, leading to an official
post.

Teaching and learning. Confucianism typically
breaks down the teaching process into the following
interconnected stages: learning, reflection and prac-
tice [1, p. 1]. These stages occur under the guidance of
teachers and reflect Confucian awareness of pedagogical
principles. Since Confucius’ time, many educators have
delved into learning methods and tailored teaching ap-
proaches accordingly. They stressed that teaching me-
thods should align with effective learning methods,
teachers playing a guiding role during students’ learning
process [2, p. 205].
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Confucian teaching emphasises providing guidance
to students. Requirements include the following aspects:

¢ open-mindedness and eagerness to learn. Confu-
cius encouraged students to approach learning with sin-
cerity and seriousness, adopting an attitude of knowing
what you know and admitting what you do not know.
He urged students to ask questions and maintain an
open mind even in the face of difficulties [1, p. 22];

e focused attention. Drawing from the example of
learning chess, Mencius emphasised concentration du-
ring the learning process. Dong Zhongshu was so dedi-
cated to learning that he did not even look out of the
window at the garden for three years [3, p. 39];

e perseverance. Mencius likened learning to digging
a well, emphasising the need for unwavering persisten-
ce. Even if one digs a deep well without finding water, gi-
ving up would render previous efforts futile [4, p. 39];

e application of knowledge. Confucius believed that
learning should extend beyond accumulating know-
ledge. Practical application, problem-solving and value
creation were essential. This efficient learning approach
enhances understanding and mastery of acquired know-
ledge [1, p. 1].

Moral education and self-cultivation. Confucian
educational thought centres on moral education. Accor-
ding to Confucius, individuals can pursue higher levels
of art and scholarship only when grounded in morali-

ty. He emphasised that true scholarly pursuits become
feasible only after fulfilling daily practical responsibi-
lities. The Confucian educational system places moral
education at its core, distinguishing it from Western edu-
cational traditions [5, p. 200].

Confucian moral education involves the following
stages: knowledge, emotion, intention and action. Con-
fucius required students to possess moral cognition,
understanding benevolence and propriety. Simulta-
neously, he emphasised cultivating moral sentiments,
enabling individuals to distinguish between good and
evil and fostering benevolence. Additionally, Confu-
cianism pointed out nurturing moral willpower and ha-
bitual behaviour. Confucius urged students to priori-
tise the perfection of the way (dao) even to the point
of sacrificing their lives for virtue. He said: «Having
heard the truth in the morning, one can die content in
the evening»! [1, p. 35]. The Confucian tradition under-
scores the unity of knowledge and action evaluating an
individual’s moral cultivation not solely based on words
but also on practical deeds. Therefore, Confucian moral
education emphasises the principle of aligning know-
ledge with action. With the continuous development of
Confucianism, a human-centred ideological and theore-
tical system was gradually formed, and in the course of
continuous educational practice the unique educational
guidelines of Confucianism gradually took shape.

The basic Confucian educational canons

Modifying education according to individual
needs. Teaching students according to their aptitude
is a very important Confucian educational canon which
focuses on specialised and targeted education based on
the individual differences of students. Since there are
differences among people, education should be imple-
mented from a practical point of view, and different
education methods should be adopted for different in-
dividuals. For example, when students asked what is be-
nevolence Confucius gave different answers according to
their qualifications and character. To his favourite stu-
dent Yan Yuan he replied: «Through self-restraint one’s
words and deeds are in line with the requirements of pro-
priety thus attaining the realm of benevolence» [1, p. 127].
Also Confucius explained: «Do not look at, do not listen
to, do not talk about and do not do anything that does
not conform to propriety!» [1, p. 127]. To a good student
Zhong Gong he prodded: «Do not impose on others what
you do not like» [1, p. 127]. To Fan Chi who was of ave-
rage seniority and simple character Confucius replied
«love for others» [1, p. 127]. The core of teaching accor-
ding to the ability of the student is to teach flexibly ac-
cording to each person’s character, intellect, interests and
according to different times and places, so as to accom-
modate the individual differences and needs of the stu-
dents [6, p. 185-186].

"Here and further translated by us. - N. Z.

Education for all. The principle of equality in edu-
cation is emphasises that all children whether clumsy
or clever, rich or poor, rural or urban should enjoy the
same right to education and equal conditions of study
and further education. Confucius also put forward the
concept of education for all. He believed that educa-
tion should not be confined to the children of the no-
bility, but should be extended to all nationals [1, p. 300].
As a result, Confucius’ disciples came from different
countries, breaking down the national boundaries of
the time. The practice of this educational philosophy
broadened the social base of education and the source
of talents, played a positive role in promoting the im-
provement of the quality of all members of society and
embodied the simple spirit of equality in education.
The implementation of this principle is a fundamental
guarantee of the state’s ability to cultivate talent and
maintain social stability.

Combining education with enjoyment. In ancient
times, combining education with enjoyment refers to
moral education through music, so that students can feel
the role of moral edification in the cultivation of music
which is also a consistent educational idea of Confucia-
nism. Confucius once said: «Music wraps the spiritual po-
wer of touching the heart through the beauty of the sen-
ses, reflecting the moral stance of praise or depreciation
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in the changes of tones and rhythms of rise and fall,
staccato, and a lot of physical performances contain the
ceremonial action of greeting and ascending to dance
and music to convey morality and the beauty of human
nature» [1, p. 257]. Whether it is the folk songs of the
common people or the elegant music of the lords and
aristocrats all of them have the intention of persuading
people to be good and guiding them to aspire to a better
future. In modern times, this concept stresses the fun
and vividness of education, propaganda and ideological
education are carried out through various enjoyable ac-
tivities, such as watching films, listening to music, tel-
ling stories and learning to sing songs. The purpose is
to create a happy, relaxed, interesting, democratic lear-
ning atmosphere and to improve the effectiveness of
education with twice the effort.

Enlightening and instructing. Confucius believed
that both the cultivation of morality and the learning
of knowledge should be based on the conscious needs of
students. He opposed mechanical learning and advo-
cated inspirational teaching [1, p. 72]. Confucius said:
«When the student has thought deeply but still cannot
understand then enlighten him; when the student un-
derstands in his heart but cannot express himself clear-
ly then enlighten him. If the student cannot deduce the
other three aspects from the one given, do not conti-
nue to teach» [7, p. 86]. This means that before teaching
the teacher should allow the student to think careful-
ly. If the students have been thinking for a considerable
time but still have not understood, the teacher can en-
lighten them; if the students have comprehended some-
thing but have failed to express it in appropriate words,
they can be enlightened at that time. The teacher’s in-
spiration should be based on the learners’ thinking, and
after the inspiration the learners should think again
and gain further understanding.

Balancing learning, thinking and action. In Con-
fucius’ philosophy of education, balance is an impor-
tant principle. Learning is the way and the only means
of seeking knowledge. Confucius stressed the impor-
tance of learning, but he did not just emphasise the me-
chanical memorisation of knowledge; learning should
be purposeful and meaningful, and the pursuit of true
understanding and comprehension should be pursued.
Thinking refers to contemplation which is in-depth
thinking and reflection on what one has learned. Con-
fucius believed that learning and thinking should be
combined; learning is the basis for thinking, and thin-
king helps to deepen understanding. Therefore, lear-
ning and thinking should not be neglected and should
be combined [1, p. 48]. Action means that action is the
ultimate goal. Confucius pointed out the importance of
applying what one has learned, and that action is the ul-
timate goal. Learning is not only about acquiring know-
ledge, but also about being able to apply what one has
learned in real life [1, p. 301].

Revisiting the past to discover the new. This is
a very practical educational guideline which means that
new understanding and insights can be gained by revie-
wing what has been learned, and it also refers to reviewing
history for new guidance for the present. For example,
Confucius was good at playing the zither and had great
attainments in music. Confucius’ process of learning the
zither was a winding. He learned the content of the music
and the playing technique, explored the emotional mea-
ning of the piece and probed into the humanistic spirit of
the music’s author [1, p. 17]. This is a step-by-step pro-
cess which also confirms the learning method of learning
from the past. This method of learning not only had its
value in ancient times, but also applies nowadays. Peo-
ple’s new knowledge and learning are often developed on
the basis of what they have learned in the past.

The development of the reading culture
of modern Chinese university students

The reading culture of contemporary Chinese
university students. Zhang Shumei, Wang Liming
and Hu Haibo launched a sociological survey on the
reading status of university students in the informa-
tion age [8]. The results show that in terms of book se-
lection 10.0 % of students focus on the practicality of
reading, prefer to read professional books and are not
interested in non-professional books, ignoring the im-
provement of their comprehensive ability; more than
70.0 % of students can do both; more than 10.0 % of
students think that professional books are esoteric and
boring, like to read non-professional books and are
not interested in professional books, ignoring the en-
hancement of professionalism. The survey results also
show that 81.35 % of students like to read comprehen-
sive books, 37.10 % of students choose social science
books, 33.73 % of students prefer natural science books,
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18.45 % of students are more likely to read philosophi-
cal books, 14.88 % of students study the thoughts of
K. Marx, V. I. Lenin and Mao Zedong. This shows that
most of the students have a certain reading awareness,
interest and a wide reading range. However, as the con-
tents of books on philosophy, Marxism and thoughts of
Mao Zedong are more theoretical, students cannot un-
derstand the contents of the books or even read them
if they do not have a certain amount of patience and
time which leads to their disinterest in these two types
of books.

In terms of the choice of reading place the results of
the survey show that most students like and are used to
reading in libraries and dormitories. Only a small num-
ber of students have the consciousness of reading any-
time and anywhere. They have not yet developed the
habit of reading in parks, subways and other places.
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Regarding the choice of reading time, the survey
results show that 34.52 % of students read for less
than 30 min a day, 46.63 % of students read for 30 min
to 1 h aday, and 18.85 % of students read for more than
1 h a day. As students’ concentration on reading is ge-
nerally low, they are easily disturbed by external interfe-
rence and cannot read patiently and persistently, resul-
ting in shorter reading time and lower interest in reading
every day.

In response to the question «Do you have your own
reading plan?» — 34.96 % of students chose to have a rea-
ding plan, while 65.04 % of students did not have one, in-
dicating that most of the students did not have the habit
of making a reading plan. The results of the survey show
that 18.18 % of students with a reading plan can read
more than ten books in a term, and 15.34 % of these
students can read five to ten books; 8.32 % of students
without a reading plan can read more than ten books
in a term, and 7.62 % of these students can read five to
ten books. Thus, that most students do not take reading
as a daily learning behaviour, do not have planned rea-
ding, each reading lasts for a shorter period of time, and
do not develop good reading habits.

With regard to the characteristics of Chinese uni-
versity students’ reading cognition, Zhang Fengjuan
pointed out in her article [9] that most of the students
chose to read in order to achieve a perfect state of mind
and body through self-reflection (76.79 %), to increase
their knowledge (82.14 %), to improve their reading
and writing skills (67.66 %), to enhance their competi-
tiveness (56.35 %) and to form a good personality and
a sound character (62.30 %). It can be seen that students’
perception of the impact of reading is more in-depth
and comprehensive, reflecting that they have a strong
awareness of reading and good values.

The results of the survey on reading preferences
show that only 20.0 % of students chose the respon-
ses «like reading very much» and «do not like reading
too much», while only 20.0 % of students chose the va-
riants «like reading a lot» and «like reading in gene-
ral». The students who choose the responses «like very
much» and «like not too much» are only 20.0 %, while
those who choose the variants «like more» and «like in
general» are 80.0 %. This shows that most of the stu-
dents do not exclude reading or even like reading, and
they have a strong sense of reading.

Zhou Liyuan conducted a survey on seven universities
in Luoyang and found that in terms of purpose of reading
students chose the answers «leisure and entertainment»
(71.23 %), «broadening horizons» (69.84 %), «improving
cultivation» (63.89 %), «leisure and entertainment»
(71.23 %), «broaden vision» (69.84 %), «improve culti-
vation» (63.89 %), «professional needs» (53.97 %), «<exam
preparation» (31.15 %) and «other» (13.49 %) [10, p.23-24].
According to students reading needs with the interme-
diary role of consciousness and concept pre-conceive the
behavioural goals and results of reading. In the informa-
tion age, people’s reading time gradually decreases, and
fragmented information is everywhere, therefore, more

students take «leisure and entertainment» as the purpose
of reading, and more students take «professional needs»
and «exam preparation» as the purpose of reading.

Problems in the reading culture of contemporary
Chinese university students. The rise of new media
technology and the popularity of digital screens have
provided contemporary Chinese university students
with a brand new reading platform, and the acquisition
of information has shifted from paper media in the past
to electronic products, such as tablet computers, smart
phones and e-books. With the accelerated pace of life in
modern society, the convenience of electronic reading
devices, short and concise content coupled with frag-
mented time have made more and more Chinese univer-
sity students’ reading style show a tendency of fragmen-
tation [10, p. 71]. According to the survey, the most used
reading medium among contemporary Chinese univer-
sity students is mobile phone reading (55.86 %). The so-
cial networks WeChat, QQ and Sina Weibo are main rea-
ding platforms. This shows that it is an indisputable fact
that the influence of traditional information media is
shrinking. This fragmented way of reading permeates
all fields of social life and the daily life of university
students, bringing great changes to the whole society.
On the one hand, this change brings richer information
resources and more convenient experience to universi-
ty students’ reading and the dissemination of reading
culture. On the other hand, it also brings unpreceden-
ted challenges [12, p. 59-60].

Chinese university students tend to be superficial in
their choice of reading content. The data show that the
most popular reading materials among university stu-
dents are literary books, entertainment books, practical
books and news information. Although a considerable
number of students chose to read Chinese classics and
traditional works regularly, their enthusiasm for rea-
ding world classic philosophical works was obviously low.
The survey results demonstrate that 81.35 % students like
to read comprehensive books, 18.45 % students prefer to
read philosophical books. In today’s information-rich
era, the reading behaviour of university students is not
only for accumulating knowledge, but more important-
ly, it should be an essential way to promote the depth of
thinking. The British philosopher Francis Bacon pointed
out: «Reading enriches, discussion sharpens, and writing
makes precise» [13, p. 10]. However, university students
will not be able to realise the true value of reading if they
merely indulge in a sea of information and rely on frag-
mented shallow reading. As a matter of fact, in-depth
thinking is a key part of reading towards deeper de-
velopment and building cognitive structures. In this pro-
cess, university students need to truly understand the
meaning of knowledge through critical thinking and re-
flective analysis. This understanding not only enhances
their academic abilities, but also improves their quali-
ty of life [14, p. 475].

Survey data show that university students’ motiva-
tion for reading is generally good, and the proportion
of university students who take seeking knowledge and
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improving personal quality as their main reading pur-
pose is the largest. However, there are still a conside-
rable number of university students who take employ-
ment, obtaining professional qualification certificates
and entertainment as their main reading purposes.
It can be seen that the reading motives of some univer-
sity students are somewhat irrational, showing a utilita-
rian tendency. A. Erdem claimed that utilitarian reading
is a method of reading that involves acquiring informa-
tion and knowledge as quickly as possible in order to
gain immediate and practical benefits. On the one hand,
such reading can enable university students to master
knowledge and technology quickly. On the other hand,
this kind of reading emphasis on quick success thus easi-
ly leading to haste and quick profit, poor reading ef-
fect and making the social atmosphere more impetuous
[15, p. 3985]. In front of the current severe employment
situation, in order to find a better job, reading for utili-
tarian purposes is reasonable. However, taking this as
the primary purpose of reading activities and occupying
almost all the reading time is not desirable and belongs
to unreasonable reading tendency.

Facing the long-term academic pressure, universi-
ty students can read for entertainment appropriately to
help them relax physically, mentally and then devote
themselves to the next step of study in a better state.
However, recreational reading should follow the prin-
ciple of moderation. Excessive recreational reading not
only lacks nutrition, but also affects the normal study
life of university students. From the survey data of the
interviewed university students, it can be seen that
a considerable portion of the students take entertain-
ment, relaxation, catharsis and passing time as the main
purpose of reading rather than as a supplement to other
reading which indicates that there is an irrational ten-
dency of over-entertainment in the reading motivation
of the above students. Fan Yan pointed out that although
appropriate recreational reading can play a role in ad-
justing the state and restoring energy, but if you are im-
mersed in recreational reading for a long time, you will
lose the main significance of reading, and it is not con-
ducive to the development of education and the deve-
lopment of reading culture [16, p. 115-116].

Promoting the role of Confucian educational ca-
nons in the development of reading culture among
university students. It is necessary to use Confucian
educational classics as a context for the development
of a reading culture among university students. The
Confucian classics of education, as a valuable herita-
ge of Chinese culture, have not only shaped the concept
of education for millenniums, but also remain influen-
tial in modern society, especially among university stu-
dents. For example, the Centre for the Study and Trans-
mission of National Studies at Tsinghua University has
incorporated Confucian classics into its curriculum, and
through lectures and seminars, students are able to sys-
tematically study and understand the thinking of Confu-

40

cianism. This practice cultivates students’ their critical
thinking and moral judgement [17, p. 165-166].

Against the backdrop of an information-based socie-
ty, the reading habits of university students are being
challenged by diversified reading styles and fragmented
modes of information consumption. To meet this chal-
lenge, some higher education institutions have taken in-
novative measures. For example, the Peking University
Library regularly organises the event «Classics reading
month», encouraging students to read Confucian clas-
sics (works «The analects», «Great learning», «Mean-
while», etc.). Through these activities, students are not
only able to improve their personal qualities, but also
develop the ability to think independently through in-
depth reading.

Using modern technological means to promote Con-
fucian classics is also an effective way. For example,
Fudan University has released a series of articles and
videos on Confucian educational thought through its
official public number on the platform WeChat, brin-
ging the wisdom of Confucian classics closer to the daily
lives of university students. The dissemination of these
contents through online platforms has attracted a large
number of students’ clicks and discussions thus stimu-
lating their interest in traditional culture. University
students themselves should also actively participate in
the construction of reading culture. For example, stu-
dents of Zhejiang University have spontaneously orga-
nised an association «Confucian classics study group»
to explore the modern significance of Confucian edu-
cation classics in group discussions. Through this kind
of independent study and collective discussion students
develop critical thinking and a sense of social respon-
sibility in practice.

Thus, by integrating Confucian educational guideli-
nes into the modern education system, combining them
with the dissemination of modern technological means
and encouraging students’ independent participation
university students can be effectively guided to return to
the classics and cultivate the habit of in-depth reading.
This will promote their all-around development at the
level of thinking and spirituality [18, p. 1-2].

In the context of the information age, modern media
has become a key way to disseminate knowledge and ideas
[19, p. 263]. Confucian educational thought, as the core of
traditional Chinese culture, has a significant impact on
the value shaping and moral cultivation development
of university students. The dissemination of Confucian
educational ideas through modern media can effecti-
vely enhance the cultural literacy of university students
and guide them to build a sound worldview, outlook on
life and values. The event «Cloud festival of Confucius»
which held in Shandong province in 2022 invited celeb-
rities from all walks of life to participate in the form of
short videos and successfully attracted the participation
of students from more than 20 universities with a total of
963 short videos collected and a cumulative playback
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volume of 12 964 000 times. This activity has not only
been widely disseminated in official media at home and
abroad, but also aroused heated discussions on new media
platforms, effectively creating a social atmosphere that
actively advocates and carries forward the excellent tra-
ditional Chinese culture, and has become a model for
the dissemination of Confucianism in new media. One
portal dedicated to Confucianism (https://confucianism.
com) has published 2675 articles since 2016 with a total
word count of 17.53 mln words, covering a wide range of
aspects, such as ideological scholarship, cultural com-
mentaries and practical messages, reflecting in a timely
manner the dynamics of the development of Confucia-
nism and the latest results of Confucianism research.
In Chinese universities, traditional cultural dissemina-
tion activities, such as recitation of Confucian classics,
lectures on nationalism and practice of nationalism, have
become increasingly active, and these activities not only
promote the inheritance and development of excellent
traditional culture, including Confucianism, but also be-
come a common interest of teachers and students.

The Report on the development of traditional culture
education in contemporary China (2018)? noted that the
dissemination of Confucian education classics has been
reflected in different education stages, including prima-
ry and secondary schools, high schools and universities,
and has become an important part of promoting excel-
lent traditional culture education. For example, Peking
University’s project of compiling the collection of Con-
fucian works which compiled by a number of universi-
ties within the United Nations and abroad is an impor-
tant academic project for the rejuvenation of Confucian
culture that has attracted the attention of the whole so-
ciety through the dissemination of new media.

In summary, the use of new media has provided
a new platform and opportunity for the dissemination
of Confucian educational thought. Through the network
guidance of professionals and the integration of new
media resources the Confucian education philosophy
has been able to be effectively disseminated and deeply
understood among university students thus promoting
the overall development of university students in terms
of values and moral cultivation [20, p. 703].

Confucian educational thought, as the core of tradi-
tional Chinese culture, plays a unique and crucial role
in enhancing the moral and cultural qualities of indivi-
duals. In the current educational environment, combi-
ning Confucian educational guidelines with modern edu-
cational communication technology is not only a task of
inheriting culture, but also an inevitable requirement
to adapt to the development of the times.

The canon of tailoring education to the needs of the
student has been given a new lease of life with the sup-

port of modern educational technology. With the help
of big data analysis tools educators can now identify
and respond to student differences with greater preci-
sion. These tools are able to track and analyse students’
learning habits, ability levels, and interest preferences
in order to provide a customised educational experi-
ence for each student [21, p. 7]. For example, with an on-
line learning management system teachers can moni-
tor students’ progress and identify their strengths and
weaknesses in specific subjects. Based on this data, tea-
chers can recommend reading materials for students
that match their current learning level and provide tar-
geted tutoring resources. This personalised approach
not only improves students’ learning efficiency, but also
stimulates their interest and enthusiasm for the con-
tent. In addition, the implementation of personalised
teaching plans helps to develop students’ independent
learning skills, enabling them to learn at their own pace
and style under the guidance of teachers. The flexibili-
ty and adaptability of this learning style is important in
promoting students’ lifelong learning [22, p. 68].

The concept of education for all which emphasises
the universality and inclusiveness of education has been
newly interpreted and expanded in the digital age. With
the rise of digital resources, such as massive open online
courses and e-libraries, access to educational resources
has become more convenient and equal. These plat-
forms provide all students, with access to high-quality
educational content. According to the Report on the de-
velopment of digital resources in China’s higher educa-
tion®, the establishment of digital libraries and the free
sharing of online resources have had a significant im-
pact on promoting educational equity. The report notes
that through these digital resources, students from dif-
ferent economic backgrounds are able to access rich
reading materials and thus enjoy equal learning oppor-
tunities. In addition, the spread of digital educational
resources has also helped to narrow the education gap
between urban and rural areas, enabling students in re-
mote areas to access the same learning materials as their
urban counterparts. This equalisation of educational
resources not only enhances the quality of education,
but also provides strong support for the cultivation of
talents and dissemination of knowledge in society as
a whole. Therefore, it is necessary to promote the de-
velopment of digital education resources to ensure that
all students can acquire the necessary knowledge and
skills on this platform.

Combining education with enjoyment are strongly
supported by modern media technologies, thus beco-
ming more diverse and interactive. Educators can use
online platforms to design and implement a variety of
innovative reading activities, such as online book clubs

YYang Dongping, Bao Geli, Liu Huguan. Report on the development of traditional culture education in contemporary China (2018)
[Electronic resource] // QQ. URL: https://book.qq.com/book-read/26322249/19 (date of access: 21.10.2019) (in Chin.).

SWang Feng, Wang Fan. Report on the development of digital resources in China’s higher education [Electronic resource] // Bai-
jiahao. URL: https://baijiahao.baidu.com/s?id=1793847664080172130 &wfr=spider &for=pc (date of access: 18.03.2024) (in Chin.).
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and virtual literary salons which not only stimulate stu-
dents’ enthusiasm for reading, but also help develop
their communication skills and teamwork. To ensure
the effectiveness of this pedagogical approach educators
should carefully design the content of the activities to
ensure that they are both interesting and educational.
At the same time, consideration should be given to the
diverse needs and interests of students and how these
activities can be used to promote critical and creati-
ve thinking. In addition, educators should evaluate the
actual impact of these activities on students’ learning
outcomes in order to continuously adjust and optimise
teaching strategies. In the implementation process, edu-
cators can make use of various online tools and plat-
forms, such as interactive whiteboards, real-time vo-
ting systems and collaboration software, to enhance
student engagement and interactivity. Through these
tools students can actively interact, share ideas and ask
questions during readings and discussions, thus deepe-
ning their understanding and analyses of reading mate-
rials in a relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere.

In the field of modern education, the traditional edu-
cational canon of revisiting the past to discover the new
has been significantly enhanced by educational techno-
logy. With the help of intelligent revision systems and
online knowledge management tools students are able
to review and consolidate their existing knowledge more
efficiently and build on it to construct a more compre-
hensive and in-depth knowledge structure. By providing
personalised learning paths and real-time feedback these
technological tools support students in identifying and
reinforcing knowledge weaknesses during the revision
process, thereby facilitating deeper understanding of
new knowledge. Existing research has shown that intel-
ligent revision systems can effectively enhance students’
learning outcomes. For example, according to a study
published in the «Journal of Educational Technology
and Media», students adopting intelligent revision sys-
tems made significant progress in knowledge acquisition
and in-depth understanding. Educators and researchers
should further explore how these technological tools
can be integrated with traditional teaching methods to

maximise learning outcomes. Attention should also be
paid to the application of these tools in different learn-
ing environments and student groups to ensure their
universality and inclusiveness. Through continuous op-
timisation and innovation the educational guideline of
learning from the past is expected to achieve greater po-
tential with the support of modern educational techno-
logy, providing a solid foundation for students’ lifelong
learning and knowledge renewal.

The canon of balancing learning, thinking and action
emphasised by Confucian education aims to achieve the
unity of knowledge and action which is particularly im-
portant in the development of the reading culture of
contemporary university students. This principle advo-
cates that students should not only absorb the know-
ledge and aesthetic value of literary works, but also
transform this knowledge into concrete actions in real
life, so as to cultivate and improve their own humanis-
tic qualities. In practice, this means that when reading
literary works, university students should think deep-
ly about the themes of friendship, love and responsi-
bility embodied in the works and internalise them into
their personal emotional experience and moral code.
For example, by reading novels about friendship stu-
dents can reflect on real-life relationships and explore
how to build and maintain deep friendships in mo-
dern society. As educator J. Dewey emphasised, educa-
tion should be a continuum of experience, and through
engagement and practice, students are better able to
understand knowledge and apply it to the real world
[23, p. 175-176].

In summary, Confucian educational guidelines, sup-
ported by modern educational communication tech-
nologies, are not only better adapted to the needs of
contemporary education, but also promote the overall
development of university students. Through the effec-
tive integration of Confucian educational canons and
modern educational technology it will be possible to
cultivate a new generation of university students with
moral and cultural qualities, as well as innovative spirit
and practical ability, and contribute to the sustainable
development of the society.

Conclusions

This article delves into the application and value
of Confucian educational canons in the development of
a reading culture for modern Chinese university stu-
dents, emphasising the importance of combining tra-
ditional educational concepts with modern educational
techniques. By analysing the application of Confucian
educational canons, such as modifying education ac-
cording to individual needs, education for all, combi-
ning education with enjoyment in current educatio-
nal practices, this paper reveals the positive effects of
these canons on the cultivation of students’ interest in
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reading, critical thinking and sense of social responsi-
bility. At the same time, the article also points out the
challenges that exist in the reading habits and infor-
mation processing skills of modern university students
and proposes corresponding strategies and methods
to promote the overall enhancement of reading cul-
ture. Through these findings this study provides the
field of higher education with new perspectives on pro-
moting the overall development of students and of-
fers useful insights for future educational practice and
research.
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