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Abstract. This article analyses United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees reports to the United Nations General
Assembly (sessions 6—-16), examining international cooperation on forced migration in Africa through UN High Commissio-
ner for Refugees activities. The study concludes that the 1950s marked the beginning of dynamic international cooperation
in migration. As decolonisation began, migration patterns shifted towards forced displacement. UN High Commissioner for
Refugees, initially responsible for a small number of persons of concern, gradually expanded its programmes across regions.
States and international organisations supported these efforts through resettlement and local assistance programmes. The
Algerian crisis highlighted the need to broaden the scope of the 1951 Convention relating to the status of refugees. The 1950s
can be divided into two distinct phases: 1951-1956, when international bodies first engaged with African migration issues,
and 1957-1960, marked by an active emergency response to forced migration.
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MEXAYHAPOAHOE COTPYAHUYECTBO IT1O BOITPOCAM MWUI'PAIINN
B A@®PUKE B 1950-x rr. (ITIO AAHHBIM AOKAAAOB BEPXOBHOI'O
KOMUCCAPA OOH IT1O AEAAM BEJXEHIIEB)

A. B. CEJIUBAHOB"

1’Bezwpyccxua 2o0cyoapcmeenHulli yHugepcumem, np. Hezasucumocmu, 4, 220030, 2. Mumck, Benapyco

AHHOmauus. [IpoaHanu3upoBaHbl JoKIambl BepxoBHoro komuccapa OOH 1o menam 6exkeHieB Ha 6—16-it ceccusix Te-
HepanbHOI Accambiert OOH. MexxayHapogHOe COTPYIHMYECTBO 10 BOIIPOCAM BBIHYKAEHHOI Murpaiyuu B AQpuke rokasa-
HO uepe3 IpU3My JesiTelbHOCTH YIipaBieHus BepxoBHoro komuccapa OOH 1o fenam 6exeHiieB. CaenaHbl BHIBOAbI 00 MIHTEH-
CUBHOM MEXIYHAPOIHOM COTPyIHMYeCTBe B chepe murparyy. C Ha4aaoM JeKOTOHMU3AIUY MUATPAITUST CTaJIa HOCUTD IJIABHBIM
06pa3oM BbIHYKII€HHbBIN Xxapakrep. YipasiaeHue BepxoBHoro komuccapa OOH o nenam 6exeHIeB, HauaBIlee CBOIO paboTy
B 1950-X I'T. ¢ HEGOBIIIOTO KOTMUECTBA MOAMAHJATHBIX JIUII, CTAJIO PACIIMPSITH CBOU MPOTrPaMMbl. JlaHHAsI AesSITeTbHOCTD (TTepe-
celleHMe, OKasaHue Heo6X0aIMOI TOMOIIY Ha MeCTax U Jp.) MOAAepsKMBaAIach roCyqapCcTBAMM Y MeXKIYHAPOIHBIMU OpPTraHu-
sanysMiu. C Ha4aIoM a/KMPCKOTO Kpu3Kca MOSIBMIach HeO6XOAMMOCTb paciipeHnst paMoK KoHBeHIIMM o cTaTyce 6eXKeHIeB
1951 r. C TOUKM 3peHMs COTPYOHMUYECTBA 10 BOIIpOCcaM MuUrpauuu B AQprKe B paccMaTpUBaeMOe AeCSITUIETIiE MOKHO pas-
IeUTh Ha [iBa dTana: 1951-1956 rr. — mepuors 3HAKOMCTBA MEXKIYHAPOIHBIX CTPYKTYP C Ipobaemamu Murpaium B Adpuke;
1957-1960 rT. — repuop, akKTMBHOTO pearupoBaHMsI Ha UYpe3BbIUaiiHble CUTYaIVy B chepe BBIHYKIEHHO MUTPaIUN.

Knrouesste cnoea: vurpaiiyst; Abprka; MeskayHapogHOe COTPYIHUYECTBO; BhIHYKIEHHAsT MUTpals; 6eskeHIIbl; YIIpaB-
nenue BepxoBHoro komuccapa OOH 110 genam 6eskeHIIeB; TeKOIOHM3alIMSI.
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In recent years, scholarly interest in African studies
has grown across various countries, with African migra-
tion emerging as a key research area. The 1950s marked
the beginning of decolonisation in Africa. While existing
literature addresses specific regional migration patterns
and rural exodus during this period [1-3], international
cooperation receives limited attention, except regarding
forced displacement and refugees [4]. This study aims to
characterise international cooperation on African mi-
gration issues during the 1950s, drawing on UNHCR re-
ports to the UN General Assembly.

The UN High Commissioner’s for Refugees (herein-
after — High Commissioner) report to the sixth General
Assembly session, covering the first five months of ope-
rations, makes no mention of African issues'.

By the seventh session (June 1951 — May 1952), the
reports began addressing African issues, starting with
Egypt. The document noted that Near and Middle Eas-
tern governments faced “serious problems of their own
ethnic refugees”. Egypt and other Arab nations were
“devoting very considerable efforts” to assist Arab refu-
gees, supported by the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees. Egypt also hosted a small
number of refugees who fell under UNHCR’s mandate.
As stated in the report, “from the first rapid survey of
the situation, it would appear that the countries in these
areas which have given asylum to the refugees within
the mandate of my office are not in a position to take the
necessary measures to ensure the final establishment
of all of them. The very large numbers of Arab refugees
in Egypt, Syria and Jordan and the relatively difficult
economic conditions are necessarily the main preoc-
cupations of the goverment”?.

In the eighth session report (June 1952 — May 1953),
the High Commissioner addressed broader migration
concerns, particularly through participation of his re-
presentative in the third session of the Intergovernmental
Committee on European Migration (ICEM)°. The UNHCR
office “requested that the committee should concern
itself not only with the movement of refugees of Euro-
pean origin from Europe but also with the movement of
refugees of European origin from countries outside Eu-
rope where they could not be assimilated”. While ICEM
agreed to provide technical assistance and funding, the

African continent remained outside this cooperation
framework.

Regarding Egypt, the report reiterated that “the con-
siderable number of Arab refugees is necessarily a pri-
mary preoccupation” for states in the region®. It further
stated that “the number of refugees in Egypt is greater
than in any other part of the Middle East”. Although
precise figures were unavailable, the High Commissio-
ner estimated their population at approximately 3000,
comprising individuals who had arrived both before and
after World War II. He also highlighted the Egyptian go-
vernment’s interest, noting that it had “given... possible
assistance and cooperated closely... to establish a wor-
king arrangement for the future” with a representative of
the office who had visited the country to develop a solu-
tion to the refugee problem. However, due to “relatively
difficult economic conditions”®, employment prospects
for mandate refugees remained limited, necessitating
resettlement assistance. The Refugee Emergency Fund
provided modest grants to refugees in need, though the
exact amount went unspecified.

The report covers Ethiopia in addition to Egypt.
In March 1950, Ethiopia signed an agreement with the
International Refugee Organisation enabling refugee
resettlement. This initiative brought approximately
250 refugees to Ethiopia, though near 70 later moved
to other countries. A separate programme admitted up to
60 additional refugees and stateless persons’. Ethiopian
authorities, like their Egyptian counterparts, fully sup-
ported the office’s representative in addressing refugee
matters.

Notably, the report states that “a significant number
of refugees are working for the government and can be
considered to be well established”®.

In the ninth session report (June 1953 — May 1954),
the High Commissioner stated, “in my submission to the
Fifth Committee of the General Assembly at its eighth
session, provision was made for the establishment”’ of
a UNHCR office in Cairo. By February 1954, both parties
had signed the agreement, pending only staff appoint-
ments'°.

In 1953, international cooperation enabled surveys
of “the number and conditions of institutional ca-
ses of refugees in need of institutional care... in various

IRefugees and stateless persons and problems of assistance to refugees: report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Re-
fugees. UN Doc. A/2011 [Electronic resource]. URL: https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/704494 (date of access: 12.06.2024).
ZReport of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to the General Assembly. UN Doc. A/2126. P. 30 [Electronic
resource]. URL: https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/839476 (date of access: 12.06.2024).
Now this agency is called the International Organisation for Migration. It has been a specialised agency of the United Nations

since 19 September 2016.

“Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. UN Doc. A/2394. P. 6 [Electronic resource]. URL: https://digi-

tallibrary.un.org/record/703561 (date of access: 12.06.2024).
*Ibid. P. 17.
*Ibid.
"Ibid.
8Ibid.

9Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. UN Doc. A/2648. P. 5 [Electronic resource]. URL: https://digi-

tallibrary.un.org/record/712108 (date of access: 12.06.2024).
"Ibid. P. 5.
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parts of the Near East”!!. According to partly incomple-

te estimates, 10 720 individuals were categorised as
difficult refugees under UNHCR’s custody and those in
need of special care. European countries accepted some
of these cases, though the report omits specific figures
for African refugees.

In Egypt, refugees outside government welfare pro-
grammes required urgent assistance, particularly “the
group of ageing white Russian refugees”'?. The 1954 aid
budget of USD 45 000 covered medical care and supple-
mentary food.

The report also examines UNHCR efforts to address
the challenges faced by professional categories of refu-
gees who struggle with resettlement. With support from
UNESCO, the World Health Organisation, and volun-
tary organisations, the agency achieved positive results,
enabling some of these individuals to find opportuni-
ties in countries like Ethiopia and Iran'® (the report
does not define what constitutes professional catego-
ries.— A. S.)

The tenth session report highlights High Commis-
sioner - ICEM cooperation in planning the “transfer
of a small group of refugees in Ethiopia to the Central
African Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland”, with
ICEM providing funding'*.

The High Commissioner recognised the active coope-
ration between the UNHCR office in Cairo, established
in July 1954, and the Egyptian government to clarify the
number of persons of concern to the agency in the coun-
try. For this purpose, a dedicated bureau was created
within the local migration structure. Refugees seeking
residence rights and other documents had to apply to
this bureau®.

Emergency assistance to refugees in Egypt, including
food, medical supplies, clothing, fuel, and shelter, with
228 US dollars allocated for such support in 1955 was also
provided by the High Commissioner. Furthermore, small
amounts for emergency relief were paid from the accoun-
table funds of the Geneva headquarters and Cairo office'®.

The High Commissioner emphasised the positive
progress in obtaining up-to-date information on the
situation of refugees facing “difficult cases” in Egypt
and finding solutions to their problems. For example,
an effort to establish a home for 30 elderly persons with

assistance from the UN Refugee Fund was mentioned.
In addition, the feasibility of implementing a pension
scheme in several countries in the Near and Middle East
was explored!”.

The report of the eleventh session also highligh-
ted the African dimension of cooperation between the
UNHCR and ICEM. This involved resettling small groups
of refugees in other parts of the world with ICEM’s sup-
port. These were mainly refugees who had difficulties
integrating “in certain areas of the Middle East and in
Ethiopia”'®. For instance, the committee successfully
secured residence and work permits for around 20 Ethio-
pian refugees to settle in the Federation of Rhodesia
and Nyasaland.

Within the framework of the High Commissioner’s
cooperation with the Egyptian government, the registra-
tion of refugees under the office’s authority continued
to facilitate their acquisition of residence rights and
necessary documents. The report noted that the Egyp-
tian Constitution prohibited the extradition of political
refugees. However, the state acknowledged the situation
of the few “refugees whose presence in the country is
considered undesirable”'’. These individuals managed
to obtain the required residence documents while awai-
ting High Commissioner assistance for resettlement.

At the twelveth session, the High Commissioner re-
ported on activities from May 1956 to May 1957. No-
tably, the accompanying table indicates that Morocco
(4283.57 US dollars), Tunisia (2857.14 US dollars), the Fe-
deration of Rhodesia and Nyasaland (10 025.82 US dol-
lars), and Ethiopia (10 000 US dollars) are among the
countries that pledged or disbursed contributions to
assist Hungarian refugees, alongside the Union of South
Africa, which received 1292 Hungarian refugees from
Austria (as of 1 May 1957)%. In 1956, with ICEM sup-
port, South Africa received an additional 25 Hungarian
refugees?!.

Asnoted in the report, “as a result of the events which
took place in the Middle East at the beginning of 1957,
a number of persons left Egypt for certain countries of
temporary asylum in Europe”?2. The High Commissioner
granted over 70 000 US dollars to host governments and
voluntary organisations. This issue was actively dis-
cussed at the fourth session of the Executive Committee

UReport of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. UN Doc. A/2648. P. 11-12 [Electronic resource]. URL: https://

digitallibrary.un.org/record/712108 (date of access: 12.06.2024).
“Ibid. P. 14.
BIbid. P. 16.

MReport of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. UN Doc. A/2902. P. 2 [Electronic resource]. URL: https://digi-

tallibrary.un.org/record/712869 (date of access: 12.06.2024).
Tbid. P. 9-10.
Ibid. P. 11.
'bid. P. 14.

18Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. UN Doc. A/3123/Rev.1. P. 15 [Electronic resource]. URL: https://

digitallibrary.un.org/record/710945 (date of access: 12.06.2024).
“Ibid. P. 18.

20Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. UN Doc. A/3585/Rev.1. P. 3 [Electronic resource]. URL: https://

digitallibrary.un.org/record/712993 (date of access: 12.06.2024).
201
Ibid. P. 11.
“bid. P. 5.
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of the United Nations Refugee Fund, held in Geneva
from 29 January to 4 February 1957%.

An engaging discussion occurred at the fifth ses-
sion of the Executive Committee of the fund (3-7 June
1957). The “observer for Egypt stated that he was not
clear on the term "refugees from Egypt" to which refe-
rence had been made by one of the representatives of
non-governmental organisations who had addressed
the committee”?. He provided statistics on those who
had left Egypt and on the situation of those remaining.
The representative of Israel noted that since November
1956, his country had received “nearly 15 000 Egyp-
tian Jewish refugees, the great majority of whom, al-
though technically stateless, had resided in Egypt for
many generations and had now been forced to leave
this country, while all their property has been seques-
trated”?’. The French representative added that “over
2300 stateless persons from Egypt had been granted
asylum in France”?®.

Regarding Egypt, the solution to the problem of “dif-
ficult” refugees included “building a Home for aged re-
fugees in Cairo”?’. Additionally, the Swiss government,
“under the UNREF Plans of operations for 1955 and
19567, had taken in seven individuals and placed them
in institutions.

Morocco was discussed in the High Commissioner’s
report at the twelveth session: on 7 November 1956,
the state joined the 1951 Convention relating to the
status of refugees®®. Morocco established the Office for
refugees and stateless persons to define refugee status
and issue necessary documents, and an Appeals board,
which included a UNHCR representative. The latter be-
came the Moroccan government’s advisor on refugee
issues?’.

The report of the High Commissioner at the thirteenth
session covered the period from May 1957 to May 1958.
Concerning Egypt (identified in the report as a province
of the United Arab Republic (UAR)), the document high-
lighted the refugees’ plight, mainly due to employment
issues. UNHCR assisted in obtaining residence permits
and travel documents®.

The report also referenced discussions on refugee
issues in the UAR, sometimes specifying the Syrian part

and other times not. It noted that 27 refugees in the UAR
“have been finally settled”, and another 30 have been
assisted, although not yet settled. The report frequently
omits specific regional references within the country>!,
which is worth noting.

The Moroccan Office for refugees and stateless per-
sons “has recognised the validity of the majority of eligi-
bility certificates issued during the period of transition
and has itself issued some 700 further certificates”>2.

During the period covered by the report, Tunisia was
added as another African country of interest. It was no-
ted that the High Commissioner had been asked to assist
the refugees who arrived in 1957. High Commissioner
provided emergency assistance to these refugees in
cooperation with the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC). The ICRC had already been offering
such help and accepting the distribution of “food and
clothing placed at their disposal through UNHCR or
purchased with funds which the UNHCR received from
several states for this purpose”*®. Significantly, Tuni-
sia was the second African state to become a party to
the 1951 Convention relating to the status of refugees,
joining in November 1957 **,

The High Commissioner also highlighted the assis-
tance provided to refugees in Tunisia through them,
which “so far amounted to USD 116 000”. This aid ad-
dressed the urgent needs of refugees during the winter,
and the League of Red Cross Societies (LRCS) continued
to assist them “with the funds obtained in response to
the joint appeal launched by the league and the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross under the terms of
the resolution adopted by the Conference of Red Cross
Societies at New Delhi on 10 December 195773

By May 1958, the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasa-
land and the Union of South Africa had received 60 and
1300 Hungarian refugees from Austria and Yugosla-
via, respectively®®. Additionally, with the support of
the ICEM, 17 and 8 individuals were resettled in these
countries, respectively >’.

Notably, there were two critical resolutions by the
United Nations General Assembly:

« resolution A/RES/1166(XII), which requested the
Economic and Social Council to establish an Executive

BReport of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. UN Doc. A/3585/Rev.1. P. 27, 28, 36, 41, 42 [Electronic resource].
URL: https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/712993 (date of access: 12.06.2024).

24Ibid. P. 54.
L1bid.

21hid.

2TIbid. P. 17, 18.
B1hid. P. 6.
Ibid. P. 7.

39Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. UN Doc. A/3828/Rev.1. P. 9 [Electronic resource]. URL: https://

digitallibrary.un.org/record/714091 (date of access: 12.06.2024).

3!Tbid. P. 16.

32Ibid. P. 9.

33Ibid. P. 6.

*bid.

5Tbid.

5%Ibid. P. 5.

"Ibid. P. 11.
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Committee of the High Commissioner’s programme to
replace the Executive Committee of the United Nations
Refugee Fund®®, as noted in the High Commissioner’s
report>® and subsequently implemented;

« resolution A/RES/1286(XIII), which first addres-
sed the issue of Algerian refugees in Morocco and Tuni-
sia and recommended “to continue his action on behalf
of the refugees on a substantial scale and to undertake
similar action in Morocco”*°

The reports from the fourteenth, fifteenth, and six-
teenth sessions, covering the period from May 1958 to
March 1961, demonstrated international cooperation
in addressing the problem of Algerian refugees in Mo-
rocco and Tunisia. These sessions adopted resolutions
mandating that UNHCR continues its concern for these
refugees®!

Notably, the first report notes a rise in the number
of refugees to 180 000. It states that “as the High Com-
missioner’s office is non-operational, the League of Red
Cross Societies has agreed to undertake the distribution
of relief supplies”. Both entities appealed to states “for
funds and supplies”. The High Commissioner remarked
that the involvement of the LRCS “is a guarantee of the
essentially humanitarian and not political character
of the operation”*%. The same report also mentioned
200 000 refugees in Tunisia and Morocco*

Furthermore, the report notes that “the UNREF pro-
gramme has been replaced by UNHCR programmes,
each designed to deal with a specific refugee problem
or a specific aspect of a refugee problem... The relief
operation for refugees from Algeria in Tunisia and Mo-
rocco falls outside these programmes as it is financed
from emergency funds specially contributed for this
purpose”44.

The reports of the High Commissioner for these three
sessions of the UN General Assembly should be viewed
holistically, as the agency’s activities in Africa largely
focused on the Algerian refugee crisis.

In 1957, the refugee problem worsened in Tunisia,
prompting the government to request High Commis-
sioner assistance. During 1957-1958, the ICRC facilita-

ted contributions totalling 116 000 US dollars. Additio-
nally, under a bilateral agreement, nearly 1 mln US dol-
lars worth of goods were sent to Tunisia. Following an
ICRC and LRCS appeal to the National Red Cross, Red
Crescent, and Red Lion and Sun societies in 1958, the
Tunisian Red Crescent received donations of money
and goods from 42 societies, amounting to more than
1 mln US dollars by the year’s end*’

The situation in Morocco was similarly challenging,
prompting the High Commissioner to send a special re-
presentative to assess the refugee situation there*. Ac-
cording to the report, goods for refugees did not arrive in
sufficient quantities, and certain products (such as olive
oil and sugar) had to be cut back and replaced with cheaper
alternatives (like wheat). In March 1959, “one government,
which was already making wheat available for refugees
in Tunisia, generously agreed to provide wheat and rice
for refugees in Morocco also”. Several states responded
to the High Commissioner’s appeal by stating they “had
already provided or intended to provide various supplies
through their Red Cross or Red Crescent societies”. By
30 April 1959, donations had been received from Laos
(1000 US dollars), Liechtenstein (700 US dollars), Mona-
co (400 US dollars), and the United States (250 000 US dol-
lars), with British and Dutch firms contributing soap*’

In 1959, the form of assistance to refugees in Moroc-
co and Tunisia began to evolve. Beyond food distribution
(with 60 distribution points — 37 in Tunisia and 23 in
Morocco) and medical care (including laboratories and
mobile clinics), sewing rooms, mat-weaving workshops,
and other employment opportunities were organised
for refugees*®

The report emphasises that the expansion of the
assistance programme was made possible by significant
contributions from states, international non-govern-
mental organisations, and the Red Cross and Red Cres-
cent societies. It underscores the special roles of the
LRCS, Moroccan and Tunisian authorities, and the Red
Crescent societies in these countries®’

Significantly, in 1959, contributions amounting to
1487 656 US dollars were made to help Algerian refugees

8International assistance to refugees within the mandate of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. UN Doc. A/
RES/1166(XII) [Electronic resource]. URL: https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/207272 (date of access: 01.09.2023).
$9Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. UN Doc. A/3828/Rev.1. P. 17 [Electronic resource]. URL: https://

dlgltalhbrary un.org/record/714091 (date of access: 12.06.2024).

40Refugee in Morocco and Tunisia. UN Doc. A/RES/1286(XI1I) [Electronic resource]. URL: https://digitallibrary.un.org/record//

206913 (date of access: 01.09.2023).

*“IRefugees from Algeria in Morocco and Tunisia. UN. Doc A/RES/1389(XIV) [Electronic resource]. URL: https://digitallibrary.un.

org/record/206379 (date of access: 01.09.2023) ; Refugees from Algeria in Morocco and Tunisia. UN Doc. A/RES/1500(XV) [Electronic
resource] URL: https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/205890 (date of access: 01.09.2023) ; Refugees from Algeria in Morocco and Tu-
nlsla UN. Doc A/RES/1672(XVI) [Electronic resource]. URL: https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/204571 (date of access: 01.09.2023).
#’Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. UN Doc. A/4104/Rev.1. P. 1 [Electronic resource]. URL: https://
dlgltalllbrary un.org/record/715928 (date of access: 12.06.2024).
“1bid. P. 35.
*Ibid. P. 2.
“Ibid. P. 10.
*Ibid. P. 27.
“"Ibid. P. 10.
“8Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. UN Doc. A/4378/Rev.1. P. 5 [Electronic resource]. URL: https://
dlgltalllbrary un.org/record/715259 (date of access: 12.06.2024).
“1bid. P. 5.
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in Morocco and Tunisia. This amount only includes con-
tributions made directly to High Commissioner and
does not account for bilateral contributions requested
by the High Commissioner or funds and goods provi-
ded to LRCS*’.

In 1960, the High Commissioner noted the conti-
nuation of the assistance programme for Algerian refu-
gees in Morocco and Tunisia, primarily supported by
High Commissioner and the League of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies. The cost of food and clothing
was estimated at 7 mIn US dollars, and the High Com-
missioner anticipated that these funds would be pro-
vided as long as the programme was needed’!. An ad-
ditional 160 milk distribution points for children were
also established (100 in Tunisia and 60 in Morocco)*2.

The 1950s witnessed the beginning of significant in-
ternational cooperation in migration in the second half
of the 20™ century. Given the colonial nature of most
African territories (with only Egypt, Liberia, Ethiopia, and
the Union of South Africa that could be counted as inde-
pendent at the start of the decade) and the subsequent
process of decolonisation, international cooperation on
migration issues was initially limited. Colonial empires
attempted to resolve these issues within their territories.
However, as decolonisation generated internal and inter-
national conflicts, migration increasingly became forced.

High Commissioner engaged with new territories
to assess the need for refugee assistance, starting with

Egypt and Ethiopia. It then had to respond to new chal-
lenges: the refugee exodus from Egypt due to the Suez
crisis and the emergence of refugees in Morocco and Tu-
nisia resulting from the Algerian War of Independence.

The cooperation between UNHCR and the ICEM on
refugee resettlement, along with other UN agencies,
international organisations, and governments (e. g.,
Egypt, Ethiopia, Morocco, and Tunisia), demonstrated
both the importance of international collaboration and
the central role of the High Commissioner in migration
issues in Africa.

The Algerian crisis starkly illustrated the need to
extend the scope of the 1951 Convention relating to the
status of refugees. It also served as a positive example
of international cooperation in the humanitarian field,
with individual states, international organisations, and
non-governmental organisations worldwide aiding Al-
gerian refugees.

The 1950s witnessed two distinct phases in interna-
tional migration engagement in Africa. The first phase
(1951-1956) saw the introduction of international stru-
ctures to the continent. Then, from 1957 to 1960, there
was the first active response to forced migration emer-
gencies. In 1961, a new era of international cooperation
began. At its sixteenth session, the UN General Assembly
adopted a resolution on the new African region, ad-
dressing the issue of Angolan refugees in the Congo and

recommending that the UNHCR provide assistance®>.
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