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This article explores the didactic potential of Diplomatic Readings as a complex
educational event conducted at the Department of English for International Professional
Activities (focusing on the Humanities Section). Diplomatic Readings, held annually,
encompass a diverse programme involving academic discussions, quizzes, role-plays, mini-
conferences, and other non-conventional forms of class organisation aimed at developing
students’ foreign language professional competence along with other universal competencies
(problem-solving, critical thinking, etc.). The educational events presented in the article are
related to both: English for Specific Purposes (ESP) and General English, and promote the
integration of innovative teaching methods and forms. Diplomatic Readings have proved
their efficiency in strengthening students’ language proficiency, cultural intelligence, and
social engagement, fostering essential skills and competencies for future specialists in
international law and international relations.
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B Hacrosmel crathbe paccMaTpUBaeTCA AUAAKTUYECKUHN MOoTeHIna JlurmiomMaruyae-
CKHUX UTEeHNU KaK KOMILJIEKCHOTO0 00pa30BaTeJIbHOTO MEPOIIPUATH A, IPOBOAMMOrO Ha Kade-
JIpe aHTJIMMCKOTO fI3bIKa MEXAYHAPOAHOHN MpodeCcCHOHATFHOU AeATeTbHOCTH (poKycupy-
sICh Ha CEKIIMU TYMaHUTAPHBIX CIIeMUaIbHOCTEN). Exkeromupie /luniomarnyeckue 4TeHUs
BKJTIOYAIOT B ce0s1 pa3HOOOpa3HbIe aKaJIEMUYECKUE IUCKYCCUH, BUKTOPUHBI, POJIEBBIE UTPHI,
MHUHU-KOH(EPEHIINN U ITPOYre HHHOBAIMOHHbBIE (DOPMBI OpraHU3AIUN 3aHATUH, HAIIpaB-
JIEHHbIE Ha pa3BUTHE TPODECCHOHATIHPHON NHOSA3BIYHOU KOMMYHHUKATHUBHON KOMITETEHITUN
CTYZIEHTOB HapsA/1y C UHBIMU YHUBEPCAJIbHBIMU KOMIIeTEeHIIUAMU (pellleHue CI0KHBIX 3a-
Jlad, KpUTUYECKOe MBIIIJIEHNE U T. /1.). OOpa3oBaTeibHbIe MEPOIIPUATHS, IPEICTABIEHHbIE
B CTaThe, OXBATHIBAIOT aCIEKThl « AHTJIMACKUH A3BIK /IS CIIEIUAIBHBIX Iiesieli» u «Oo1e-
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JINTEPATYPHBIA aHTJIUHUCKUH SI3BIK» U CIIOCOOCTBYIOT MHTETPAIMY WHHOBAITMOHHBIX METO-
JIoB ¥ (popM TpernofaBaHus. JUaioMaTUUYECKHe YTeHUs JOKa3aIu CBOI0 3(PHEKTUBHOCTD
B PA3BUTHUM S3BIKOBOM KOMIIETEHIINHU CTY/IEHTOB, UX KyJIbTYPHOTO HHTeJUIeKTa. OHU TakKe
COJIEHICTBOBAJIN YCUJIEHHUIO COITUAIbHON aKTUBHOCTU CTY/IEHTOB, COBEPIIIEHCTBOBAHUIO Ha-
BBIKOB, HEOOXO/IMMBIX OY/TyIIIM CIIEIHAJIFCTaM B chepe MeKTyHAPOSHOTO IIpaBa U MEXK/IY-
HapPOJIHBIX OTHOIIEHUH.

Karoueswvte caosa: [lumyiomatnyeckyue YTeHUs; TUAAKTHYEeCKUN TTOTeHIUall; YHU-
BepcaJibHble KOMIIETEHITNHY; TpodeCcCUOHATIbHAS UHOA3bIUYHAA KOMMYHUKATUBHASA KOMIIE-
TEHIIU; KyJbTYPHBIN HHTEJJIEKT; AaHTJIMUCKUM A3BIK /115 CIIeIUa/IbHBIX 1leJIei; THHOBAIlU-
OHHbIE MEeTO/Ibl IPEeNOABAHUA.

The collective monograph of the Yaroslavl State Pedagogical University
named after K. D. Ushinsky expresses an opinion that the use of innovative
educational technologies and modern universal methods of instruction is
the most important factor that contributes to the development of students’
universal competencies (often referred to as soft skills) that are demanded
from future specialists by the community [1, p. 244—245]. According to the
updated educational standards of the Republic of Belarus, they largely include
the integrative foreign language communicative competence that denotes a
human ability to carry out communication in the foreign language for effective
problem-solving at interpersonal and intercultural levels [2]. Foreign language
classes in general have a great didactic potential due to the multi-faceted nature
of the subject per se and the inclusive nature of the phenomenon known as the
“foreign language education” [3, p. 6—7].

It has to be said that the application of innovative forms of foreign language
instruction is widely promoted at the Department of English for International
Professional Activities [4, p. 177—30]. Therefore, it has become a tradition to conduct
annual Diplomatic Readings in autumn during which groups of students who
learn English take part in various thematic round tables, academic discussions and
debates, competitions, quizzes, mini-conferences, role-plays and business games,
presentations of projects and other unconventional forms of class organisation.
Diplomatic Readings are a complex educational event that embraces all types
of learners: beginners and advanced students, those who study English as their
first and second foreign language, bachelor and master degree seekers. The given
abstract focuses on the outcomes of the recent Diplomatic Readings carried out
within the Humanitarian Section of the Department of English for International
Professional Activities and highlights their didactic effects.

Within the framework of the varied programme, over forty events took
place [see: 5; 6]. More than a half of them were centred upon the aspect of
English for Specific Purposes: Legal English and English for future specialists in
international relations. All these events involved the application of innovative
forms of class organisation: mostly, structured academic discussions, round
tables, seminars, “flipped classrooms” and mini-conferences. For instance,
during the mini-conference devoted to constitutional law development
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students were expected to take part in scholarly discussions aimed at improving
their polemic speech culture, the ability to construct persuasive discourse for
defending their viewpoints on topical issues facing the humanity (problems
of inequality, combating international crimes and crimes of an international
character, promoting accessible quality education, dealing with environmental
concerns, etc.).

Paramount attention was given to deliberations on the role of international
organisations, the United Nations Organisation, its major organs and
specialised agencies. Worthy of mention are the round tables dedicated to the
modern tendencies of international law, and the role of international lawyers
in developing new legal norms. While taking part in these classes, students
managed to revise the relevant professional vocabulary and enrich it with new
lexical units along with useful introductory phrases and emphatic constructions.
All the participants received hand-outs and other necessary materials aimed
at upgrading their oral speaking skills. The method of heuristic dialogue was
widely implemented by the lecturers of English for specific purposes, which
helped students to find meaningful answers to the questions asked by the
teachers. During the Diplomatic Readings attention was given to considering
topical issues of both: public and private international law. Undoubtedly,
classes like these are designed to contribute to the overall development of the
legal culture of future specialists, inspire them to be responsible citizens.

In terms of General English, most common forms of class organisation
involved quizzes, contests of presentations, and role plays. From the didactic
viewpoint, a number of events were connected with cultural specific studies.
Much attention was given to the tourist attractions of the Republic of Belarus,
with a focus on those included on the UNESCO World Heritage List. This
promotes patriotic upbringing and increases students’ cultural intelligence —
one of the key universal skills essential for modern business leaders [7, p. 324].
Some events were directly aimed at the development of the soft skills that are
crucial in the XXI century: namely, public speaking, critical thinking, problem-
solving, etc. [8, p. 26—27].

Some of the classes were professionally oriented and included job
interview simulations. Most of the lecturers worked with educational
podcasts aimed at improving the students’ skills of listening comprehension.
The mindful application of visual aids was a great asset for increasing the
efficiency of the events included on the programme of Diplomatic Readings.
The demonstrated materials were of great communicative value as they were
authentic and corresponded to the standards of received pronunciation.
Moreover, they contained intonation contours widely used by native speakers.
Most importantly, the provided speech material was later used in the students’
dialogues during the final parts of such classes, which allowed to make their
answers more lexically diverse.

Such a language aspect as Home Reading was also announced on the
programme of the Diplomatic Readings. It turned out to be useful for future
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specialists in international law because it dealt with working on detective
stories that contained a lot of vocabulary on the topic connected with crime.
A structured discussion was carried out on the basis of a set of lexical-grammar
exercises offered by the lecturer. Such a form of class organisation helped to
introduce the students to the works of fiction in the original language, cultural
realities of the countries of the target language described in them, and revise
some key concepts linked to criminal law.

As a final remark it has to be said that the complex educational event of the
Diplomatic Readings not only helped the students to improve their linguistic
skills that could be added to their language portfolio, but also contributed to the
development of their socially active position, creativity, feeling of patriotism
and sense of belonging to the community.
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