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INTRODUCTION

Social media in China and Belarus have grown rapidly over the past few
decades and have gradually become a part of people’s lives. Social networks have
created a brand new form of social interaction, strongly changed the way of we
communicate and our lifestyles as well. Thus, we can assume that they have had a
profound impact on our lives, on the media industry, business and economy, politics
and culture and so on. Since social media have penetrated into all areas of our society
and deeply affected us, learning and researching the directions of development of
social networks both in China and Belarus can be of great importance. In this regard,
the topicality of the research is obvious.

Of particular relevance for the research are the two largest and fast-growing
social networks in China and Belarus, RED and VK. Being the typical representative
social media in their countries they managed to preserve their characteristic features
and encompass a wide range of techniques to attract the audiences and influence their
attitudes and behaviours. To reveal the features of the development potential of RED
and VK, as well as existing similarities and differences between them, would be of
special significance for mass media studies in general, and for the development of
social networks in particular. Besides, it would be useful in terms of conducting
comparative media and culture studies.

The research topic of this thesis focuses on the study of the development
potential of social networks in China and Belarus. To conduct case studies, this
research takes two most representative social networks in their countries, RED and
VK, as specific examples to reveal their features, similarities and differences in their
realization. The thesis also examines the role of RED and VK in promoting social
media in their countries, by considering positive aspects of their media activities,
existing challenges, and by giving some suggestions on their effective development.

The main problem under discussion in this thesis is the following. Chinese and
Belarusian social networks possess specific features and employ a wide range of
resources to make their content highly diversified and attractive for target audiences.
If we make full use of social networks for their development potential, it would be
possible to provide some constructive suggestions for their sustainable development.
Since time requires making quick decisions, social networks of Belarus and China
must be ready quickly adapt to changing conditions and needs of their users.

The main research methods used in the dissertation include literature research
analysis, case study method, content analysis, and comparative analysis.

The research results can be implemented in practical activities of editors and
content developers of social networks; in mass media studies, related communication
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and culture studies, public relations.
OVERVIEW

Keywords: SOCIAL NETWORK, CHINESE SOCIAL MEDIA,
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The research purpose is to analyze the social networks RED and VK, reveal
their features, similarities and differences, and their role in promoting social media in
the country.

This purpose is implemented within the framework of the following research
tasks:

1) to define the concepts of social network and social media;

2) to examine the types, characteristic features, and current development trends
of social media in China and Belarus;

3) to reveal the features of development potential of RED and VK by conducting
case studies;

4) to find out similarities and differences in functioning and development of
RED and VK;

5) to identify the role of RED and VK in promoting social media in their
countries;

6) to give suggestions for the effective development of RED and VK.

The research object is the social networks RED and VK.

The research subject is the features, similarities and differences between RED
and VK, and their role in promoting social media in the country.

The research results are as follows: To examine the development potential of
social media in China and Belarus, this study takes specific social networks, RED and
VK, as examples to reveal their peculiar development features, similarities and
differences in their functioning; identifies the positive trends in the development of
these social media, as well existing challenges, what enables us to formulate some
constructive suggestions for the effective development of social networks in China
and Belarus.

The master’s thesis structure includes three main chapters with implicated
topics as follows: (1) “Theoretical bases for studying social networks in China and
Belarus” that is literature review on the topic under the research, (2) “Development
potential of the social networks RED and VK” that presents case studies and deep
content analysis of the social networks RED and VK, and (3) “The role of RED and
VK in promoting social media in the country” contains analysis of the positive effects
of RED’s and VK’s media activities, existing development problems and possible
solutions to them.



The length of the theses is 62 pages. It contains 9 tables, 2 figures, 50 sources,
and 3 appendices.
OBIIIAA XAPAKTEPUCTUKA PABOTbBI

KmoueBnie cioBa: COIIMAJIBHAS CETh, KUTAWCKHUE COIIUAJIbHBIE
MEJIUA, BEJIOPYCCKHUE MEJIUA, RED, VK, MEJIMA PA3ZBUTHE.

Heab wucciaenoBanuss — npoaHanu3upoBarh couuanbHbie cetu RED u VK,
BBISIBUTH WX OCOOCHHOCTH, CXOJICTBA M PA3NINYUs, a TAKKE UX POJb B MPOJABMIKEHUN
COLIMAJILHBIX MEJIUa B CTPaHE.

JlaHHast 11eTh peann3yeTcs B paMKax CJIEAYIOIIUX UCCIeI0BaTEIbCKIX 3a1a4:

1) naTh onpeneneHre NOHATUAM COLIMAIbHOM CETH M COLUAIbHBIX MEINA;

2) W3YYHTHh THWIBI, XAPAKTEPHBIE YEPThl W TEKYIIHE TEHICHIIUU Pa3BUTHUS
conuanbHbIX cerer B Kurae u benapycu;

3) BBISIBUTH OcoOeHHOCTH noTeHInana pa3sutus RED u VK;

4) BBIIBUTH CXOACTBA U pazinuus B pyHkurnonupoBanuu u pazsutu RED u VK;

5) onpenenuts posib RED u VK B npoaBukeHUM COUATIBHBIX MEJIUa B CBOUX
CTpaHax;

6) nate npegoxeHus mno 3gpdpexkruBHomy pazputuio RED u VK.

O0bexTOM HccIen0BaHusA SBIAIOTCA conpanbubie cetn RED u VK.,

IIpenmeTom Mccie0BaHUs BBICTYMAIOT OCOOCHHOCTH, CXOJICTBA U Pa3IUUHS
mexay RED u VK a Takke ux posib B IpOABM>KEHUH COLMATIBHBIX MEMa B CTPAHE.

Pe3yabTaThl HMCCIeIOBaHUSI 3aKIOYaroTCs B ciaenaytomiem: g u3zydeHus
MOTEHI[MANa pPa3BUTHS colualbHBIX cered B Kurtae w bemapycm B 1maHHOM
WCCIICZIOBAHUN B Ka4ECTBE MPUMEPOB UCTIOIB3YIOTCS KOHKPETHBIE COITMALHBIE CETH
RED u VK, 4T00BI BBIIBUTH OCOOCHHOCTH HMX Pa3BUTHS, CXOJICTBA M PAa3IUYHUs B UX
(G YHKIIMOHUPOBAHUM; ONPEIEISIOTCS TAKKE MOJT0KUTENbHbIC TEHICHIIMU B PA3BUTHH
ATUX COLMAJIBHBIX CETEH, a TaKXKe CYUIECTBYIOUIUE MPOOJIEMBbI, KOTOPbIE MO3BOJISIOT
HaM c(OpPMYIMpPOBATH psAJl KOHCTPYKTUBHBIX MPEMIOKEHUN 10 3PPEeKTUBHOMY
pa3BUTHIO collUalibHbIX ceTel B Kutae u benapycu.

CTpykTypa Marucrepckoi AuccepTaumy BKIIOYAET TP OCHOBHBIE TJaBbl: (1)
“TeopeTnueckre OCHOBBI M3y4EHMsl COIMalIbHBIX ceTed B Kutae m benapycu”,
IpeACTaBIIsAOIMas co00i 0030p AUTEpaTYyphl IO TeMe uccienoBanus, (2) “Ilorenuuan
pa3zButus couuanbHbix cered RED u VK”, B xoTOpoll NpOBOASTCS KOHKPETHBIC
TEMaTUYECKUE MCCIIEIOBAHMS U KOHTeHT-aHanu3 cormanbHbix ceTedt RED u VK| u (3)
“Pons RED u VK B npoJBI>KEHHH COITMAIIBHBIX MEIMa B CTpaHEe” CONEPKHUT aHAJIU3
NOJIOKUTENBHBIX d(hdexToB Menua-aktuBHOcTH RED u VK, cymecTtByrommx
po0JieM pa3BUTHUS U BOBMOXKHBIX MyTEH UX pEIICHUS.

O0beM MarucTepckoil amccepTaluu  cocTaBisier 62 crpaHuilsl. Pabora
conepkut 9 Tabmuir, 2 pucyaka, 50 HCTOYHUKOB U 3 MPUIIOKEHUS.
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