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ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY FROM STUDENTS’ PERSPECTIVE
AND ITS FORMATION IN THE PROCESS OF EDUCATION

Under consideration are the issues of environmental education and the need for broader promotion
of the concept of environmental responsibility through teaching in a business school, which will contribute to
the development of an environmental and safety culture among future managers, as well as the implementation
of sustainable development principles into business practices and business processes after their graduation.
The article provides the definition of environmental responsibility and describes its components, it presents
the results of an empirical study carried out by the authors among SB BSU students and determines the possi-
bilities for more effective inclusion of environmental responsibility ideas into the teaching process.
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IKOJIOI'MYECKAS OTBETCTBEHHOCTD I'VTASAMU CTYJAEHTOB
N EE ®OPMUPOBAHMUE B TIPOLECCE OBYUYEHMUSA

B cmamve paccmampusaiomes 60npocel 9K0102UHECK020 00PA308aHUsL U HEOOXOOUMOCHb DONee WUPO-
K020 NPOO0BUICEHUL KOHYENYUU IKOA0SUYECKOL OMBEMCBEHHOCIU 8 Npoyecce NPenodasanusi 8 ouznec-
wixone, umo bydem cnocobcmeosams pazeuUmuio IKOJ0SUYECKOU KYIbMYpbl U KYIbmypbl 6e30nachocmu )y oy-
OYUUX MEHeDIAHCePOs, 4 MAKIICE BHEOPEHUIO RPUHYUNO8 YCIMOUYUB020 PA3GUMUSL 6 OUZHEC-NPAKMUKY U OUu3Hec-
npoyeccvl UMU NOCAE OKOHYAHUS 8y3d. Jlaemcsi onpedenieHue 9KOI02ULeCKOl OMBEEMCMEEeHHOCMU U ONUCAHUE
ee cocmagnaAowux, NPUGOOMecs OAHHbIE IMAUPUYECKO20 UCCLe008aHUs, NPOBEOEHHO20 AGMOpamMu cpeou
cmyoenmos VB BI'Y, a makoice onpedensitomest 03moxcHocmu 6oee d¢hpexmusrnoco sneopenus uoeil 3Ko-
JI02UYECKOU OMBEMCMBEHHOCU 8 NPOYECC 0OYYEHUsL.

Knwuesvie cnosa: skonocuueckas omeemcmeeHHOCMb, KOPNOPAMUBHAS. COYUATbHASL OTMBENCINGEEH-
HOCMb, NPOhecCUOHATbHbIE KOMRemeHYUlU, bustuec-0opasosanue

It is a well-known fact that the planet has long been in a state of environmental stress. The infor-
mation about the causes and consequences of various global, regional and local environmental problems
is increasingly available to the public and beyond doubt. However, the concept of environmental respon-
sibility, of both citizens and businesses, calls for attention, especially in the context of training future
managers and economists whose task will be to ensure the promotion and implementation of sustainable
development goals.

The concept of environmental legal responsibility. Environmental legal responsibility (or en-
vironmental obligations) is a complex legal institution that combines the norms of environmental legis-
lation that define violations and applicable types of liability and the norms of administrative, criminal,
civil, and labor legislation that establish penalties for non-compliance.

Environmental legal responsibility in Belarus covers the compliance with the following:
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— the general environmental protection requirements established by President;

— the requirements of environmental standards and regulations;

— the requirements of environmental protection regulations [1].

A common type of liability for environmental violations in Belarus is administrative liability. The
updated “Code of the Republic of Belarus on Administrative Offenses dated January 6, 2021 No. 91-2”
has been in force in this country since 03.01.2021, which provides details regulatory legal acts in the
field of environmental protection. In accordance with Chapter 16. “Administrative offenses against en-
vironmental safety, the environment and the management of natural resources,” violation of legal re-
quirements and norms is subject to a fine. The chapter includes 45 types of offenses, and the maximum
penalties are as follows:

— for an individual - 20 basic units (BU);

— for an individual entrepreneur — 50 BU;

— for alegal entity - 100 BU [2].

The concept of environmental responsibility as part of CSR. In the relatively recent past, the
activities of enterprises, companies and organizations were aimed exclusively at achieving one goal —
the of maximization profit. However, with the emergence of the triple bottom line, which requires busi-
nesses to be responsible for their social and environmental impact and to strive for sustainability along-
side profit, organizations have been guided by the principles of corporate social responsibility (CSR) and
its three pillars of “profit, people, and planet”.

Thus, environmental responsibility of business is one of the main components and common forms
of corporate social responsibility of companies. Environmental responsibility is the belief that organiza-
tions should behave as environmentally friendly as possible and take environmental initiatives.

Companies that seek to take environmental responsibility can do so in a number of ways [3]:

1. Reduction of harmful practices (minimization of activities that harm the environment): reducing
pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, use of single-use plastics, wasteful water consumption and general
waste production.

2. Energy efficiency and energy consumption management: increasing dependence on renewable
energy, sustainable resources and recycled or partially recycled materials.

3. Offset of the negative impact on the environment: planting trees, funding research and donating
to environmental causes.

Environmental responsibility in this understanding is voluntary. Moreover, being environmentally
responsible is fully consistent with sustainable development goals.

Research question and methodology. University students do not always realize the importance
of environmental responsibility in their future professional activities. We assume that some students have
insufficient knowledge about ER. So, is their level of environmental responsibility sufficient? We also
believe that academic disciplines addressing environmental topics have significant potential for devel-
oping environmental responsibility.

This study has the following objectives:

1. Identifying the level of environmental responsibility awareness among students of the School of
Business of BSU, as well as the extent of their everyday behavioral practice compliance with the con-
cepts of environmental responsibility and sustainable development.

2. Determining the potential of academic disciplines taught at the School of Business of BSU in
increasing the level of environmental responsibility among students, in developing skills of environmen-
tally responsible behavior in future managers and economists.

The empirical research is quantitative and qualitative in nature. The survey is conducted among
SBB students via Google Forms and consists of 22 questions. The questions are obligatory and include
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the following types: one from a list and several from a list with an “other” option, as well as free-response
questions. The questionnaire covers the following areas:

— students’ awareness of the “environmental responsibility” concept and of its content;

— the need to promote environmental responsibility issues at the university and in society as
a whole;

— awareness of global, regional and local environmental problems, ecological footprint, current
legislation and offenses in this area, international organizations working in the field of environmental
protection;

— compliance of students’ everyday activities with the concept of environmental responsibility
and sustainable development.

To achieve the second goal, a content analysis of the relevant syllabi is carried out, as well as an
analysis of teaching methods. The study is descriptive and qualitative in nature.

Research results and discussion. The number of students who took part in the survey was 45
people; the study was a pilot one and requires continuation. The surveyed students are aged 16-18
(55.6 %) and 19-21 (40 %). Since the sample is limited, the conclusions should not be generalized to all
economics students at the university. However, the results are worthy of discussion and show certain
trends.

Firstly, it should be noted that the awareness of survey participants about environmental responsi-
bility is high: 77.8% are aware of its existence; however, 20% have a vague idea, and 2.2 % (1 student)
have not heard of the concept; 75.6% (34 students) answered that the issues of environmental responsi-
bility have been (were) part of the academic course they have taken at the School of Business.

Secondly, in terms of the concept content, not all the surveyed students fully understand the areas
of issues covered by the environmental responsibility concept, as evidenced by the data in Fig. 1. “Issues
covered by the environmental responsibility concept”, where the majority of the students gave priority
to preventing environmental pollution (95.6 %), waste management (86.7 %) and compliance with en-
vironmental legislation (82.2 %). At the same time, only 26.7 % of respondents can name some Bela-
rusian or international laws and legislative acts regulating environmental issues and relations in the field
of the environment.

Sustainable consumption

Energy efficiency

Environmentally friendly production and
management

Compliance with legislation
Waste management

Prevention of environmental pollution

o

10 20 30 40 50

B Number of replies

Fig. 1. Issues covered by environmental responsibility concept

Understanding the importance to comply with environmental legislation is high among the sur-
veyed students (82.2 % of respondents); at the same time, however, only 26.7 % can name any
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Belarusian or international laws and legal acts regulating environmental issues and relations in the
field of the environment.

No reply, absence of knowledge
Non-environmentally friendly production
Damage, destruction of natural objects

Depletion and irrational use of resources

Air pollution, pollutant emissions

Water pollution, waste disposal in water
bodies

Disposal of waste in the wrong place —

Pollution of environment, of nature

0 5 10 15 20

B Number of replies
Fig.2. Types of environmental crimes listed by students

Related to compliance with legislation and worthy of attention is the issue of environmental
crimes; the students were asked to list the types of environmental crimes known to them. The most
frequent answer, as shown in Fig. 2 “Types of environmental crimes listed by students,” was the
answer “environmental pollution” (40 % of respondents), while some students specified “pollution
of water bodies” (15.6 %), and “air pollution” (8.9%). Next in frequency are the following answers:
“disposing of garbage in the wrong place, violation of waste disposal rules” (17.8 %), depletion
(irrational use) of natural resources (17.8 %) and illegal deforestation, including for construction
(15.6 %).

According to the students, environmental responsibility should encompass the activities of gov-
ernment organizations (86.7 % of replies), companies (82.2%) and individuals (77.8 %). Government
organizations (77.8% of replies), public organizations (84.4 %), educational institutions (64.4 %) and
citizens (55.6 %) should be involved in encouraging and promoting environmental responsibility in
society. As for the promotion of environmental responsibility in educational institutions, some stu-
dents do not see any need for this at all (11.1 %), while the majority believes that the implementation
of this task is within the competence of student organizations (75.6 %) and teachers (62.2 %).

As the survey shows, 60 % of students can call their own lifestyle, activities and behavior envi-
ronmentally responsible; 57.8 % believe that their family lives in accordance with the principles of
sustainable development (most likely, yes), and 15.6% are completely sure of this. At the same time,
the answers to specific questions about the compliance of lifestyle with the principles of environmen-
tal friendliness demonstrate some discrepancy between the students’ views and daily practices. Most
of the students surveyed often use taxi and delivery services; when choosing goods and services from
various companies, only a part of the respondents pay attention to the environmental friendliness of
these companies.

The analysis of the survey results shows that the students are aware of environmental responsi-
bility, but partially know what this concept entails. The students consider compliance with environ-
mental legislation to be an integral part of environmental responsibility, but a significant part of them
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cannot name any current laws and are not aware of the majority of violations in the environmental
sphere.

Thus, we can conclude that there is a need to adjust the learning process in order for students to
look into the concept of environmental responsibility in depth and include more specific information
in the content of academic disciplines, such as “Life Safety”. In particular, the study of environmental
problems of our time, about which the majority of students have solid knowledge according to our
prior research [4], must be broadened by such issues as current environmental legislation, types of
environmental crimes and sanctions for non-compliance. The topic of environmental responsibility
can also be discussed when considering issues of sustainable development, sustainable consumption
and corporate social responsibility.

Conclusion. The formation of environmental responsibility in future managers and economists
is part of the formation of an environmental culture and a safety culture in general. This study con-
firmed the need to promote the concept of environmental responsibility among economics students
at university and to expand the field of environmental issues in terms of environmental legislation,
environmental offences and sanctions. The need to develop the environmental competence of students
at an economics university is quite logical to implement in the learning process within such academic
courses as “Life Safety”.
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