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INTRODUCTION

Full enjoyment of human rights by everyone is the great dream of
human society Ommuoka! Mcrounuk cchbliIkH He HaiiaeH.. 2023 marks the
75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, yet the
promise of dignity and equality of rights contained in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights has been repeatedly undermined in recent
years. The issue of human rights has become an important issue of
widespread concern around the world. It is not only an important issue in
the construction of China’s politics and rule of law, but also a focus issue
in the current international political struggle.

On October 16, 2022, the 20th National Congress of the Communist
Party of China opened at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing. On behalf
of the 19th Central Committee, Xi Jinping delivered a speech to the
conference entitled “Hold High the Great Banner of Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics and Strive in Unity to Build a Modern Socialist
Country in All Respects.” “People” is the main thread running through the
report of the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China. The
sixth part of the report, “Developing People’s Democracy in the Whole
Process and Ensuring the People are the Masters of the Country,” proposes
that China should adhere to China’s human rights development path,
actively participate in global human rights governance, and promote the
comprehensive development of the human rights cause. Specifically,
people’s living standards continue to improve, the life happiness index has
significantly improved, food security and drinking water safety have been
guaranteed, the basic living conditions of urban and rural residents have
significantly improved, infrastructure such as transportation and housing
has continued to improve, and people’s health levels have significantly



improved. The social relief system and welfare system have been
continuously improved, and human rights have been fully implemented by
adhering to the comprehensive rule of law and ensuring all human rights
protections Ommoka! McTOYHMK CCHIIKH He HAM/I€eH. .

At the same time, since 2009, China has formulated and released four
national human rights action plans — specifically, the National Human
Rights Action Plan (2009-2010), National Human Rights Action Plan
(2012-2015), National Human Rights Action Plan (2016-2020), and
National Human Rights Action Plan (2021-2025). It is clearly proposed to
make full use of various traditional media platforms and new media
platforms to spread China’s human rights development concepts, carry out
popularization and education of human rights knowledge, enhance the
human rights awareness of all people, cultivate and practice correct human
rights concepts, and guide the whole society to create a positive human
rights public opinion guidance.

“The journalism industry and journalism academia should take
responsibility to provide theoretical support and public opinion support for
the development of China’s human rights cause Ommo6ka! Mcrounuk
CCHLIKH He HaimeH..” Mass media has the functions of disseminating
information, publicity and education, and plays an important role in the
formation and guidance of public opinion, and has a positive role in
promoting the dissemination of human rights discourse. Since the Chinese
government released its first white paper on human rights in 1991, human
rights have increasingly become a coverage issue in China’s mainstream
media. As China’s largest newspaper, the People’s Daily is responsible for
publicizing the Communist Party of China’s theories, lines, principles and
policies, publicizing the central government’s major decisions and
arrangements, recording the basic rights enjoyed by the Chinese people,
and is an important window for the outside world to understand the true
development of human rights in China.

The empirical material used in the dissertation is 64 articles about
human rights from the People’s Daily from October 16, 2022 to October
16, 2023.

This dissertation will analyze the reporting framework and discourse
strategies used in news based on content analysis and discourse analysis,
explore how news media can rely on their own functions to better
disseminate human rights concepts, and construct China’s human rights
discourse in the international public opinion field, with a view to providing



better media reference for reporting on human rights topics.

The main research questions raised in the dissertation are:

1) how the overall characteristics of the content of human rights articles
in the People’s Daily are described and presented;

2) how the People’s Daily expresses China’s human rights discourse,
and what discourse expression strategies it uses.

So the relevance of the topic is that China’s human rights discourse
Is analyzed and discussed from a new disciplinary perspective. The author
uses the theoretical knowledge of journalism and communication to
analyze and explain the phenomena and problems that arise when human
rights discourse is disseminated, which helps to enhance the
communication power of China’s human rights discourse, affects the
public’s understanding of social opinion to a certain extent, and helps
domestic and foreign audiences better understand the profound connotation
of China’s human rights discourse.

Practical significance of the research is that analyzing the articles on
human rights issues in the People’s Daily from the perspective of news
production practice will help to discover the shortcomings of China’s
mainstream media in the dissemination of human rights discourse, with a
view to providing useful guidance on the future expression of human rights
discourse and dissemination of human rights concepts by official media,
so as to better spread China’s human rights concepts and build China’s
right to speak on human rights in the international public opinion field.

The research methodology involves literature review, case study,
content analysis, discourse analysis.

The areas of possible practical implementation are journalism,
mass media, communication, international relations, law, and human rights
studies.



OVERVIEW

Keywords: PEOPLE’S DAILY, HUMAN RIGHTS, DISCOURSE
ANALYSIS, CONTENT ANALYSIS.

The research purpose is to analyze and discuss China’s human rights
discourse from a new disciplinary perspective of journalism and
communication, to analyze and explain the phenomena and problems that
arise when human rights discourse is disseminated.

This purpose is implemented within the framework of the following
research tasks:

1) to define what human right is;

2) to make a content analysis of China’s human rights media coverage
and to highlight its main characteristics;

3) to make a discourse analysis of China’s human rights media
coverage and to discover its main tendencies in discourse themes;

4) to find out the positive and negative aspects of China’s human
rights media coverage.

The research object is China’s human rights media coverage.

The research subject is the peculiarities of human rights coverage in
the People’s Daily.

The research results are the following. This study is focused on the
reports about human rights of People’s Daily from October, 16 2022 to
October,16 2023, analyzes the content and discourse strategy of People’s
Daily dissemination about human rights, and finds out the characteristics,
advantages and limitations of the reports about human rights. It provides
an example reference for the theoretical research of human rights reports,
and provides a case for more application research of human rights reports.

The master’s thesis structure includes introduction, overview, four
chapters, conclusion and the list of references. Chapter 1 “Theoretical
bases for studying human rights coverage” is the theory part. It is all about
the theories in human rights, human rights media coverage and the methods
used in the research. Chapter 2 “Content analysis of media coverage of
human rights issues in the People’s Daily” and Chapter 3 “Discourse
analysis of media coverage of human rights issues in the People’s Daily”
are the case study part. They study the main characteristics and discourse
strategy used in the People’s Daily human rights reports through analyzing
the data collected in the research and data processing. Chapter 4 “Positive



and negative aspects of human rights coverage in People’s Daily” is the
data interpretation part. It presents the positive aspects of the research
subject. It also includes negative aspects on the bases of which some
suggestions for future developments of the human rights dissemination for
People’s Daily and other media are made.

The length of the theses is 90 pages. It contains 1 image, 8 tables and
54 sources.



OBIIASA XAPAKTEPUCTUKA PABOTbI

KawueBbie caoBa: «KOHbBMMWHb JXHUBAO», ITIPABA
YEJIOBEKA, JUCKYPC-AHAJIN3, KOHTEHT-AHAJINS.

Lenabro wuccinenoBaHus ABISIETCS aHAIM3 JUCKypca O IIpaBax
yenoBeka B Kurtae ¢  HOBOM JHCHMIUIMHAPHOW TOYKM 3PEHUS
KYPHAIUCTUKM M KOMMYHHUKALMM, aHaiu3 (eHoMeHa U 1poliieM,
BO3HHMKAIOIINX MPU PACIIPOCTPAHEHHUH TUCKYpPCa O MPABAX YEJIOBEKA YEPE3
CpeAcTBa MaccoBOM MH(OpMaLuu.

JanHas LeNb peasnmsyercs B pamkax CJIEAYIOLIUX
UCCIIEIOBATENbCKUX 3a4aY:

1) onpenenuTh, YTO TaKOE MpaBa YEJIOBEKA;

2) TIPOBECTH KOHTCHT-aHAJIU3 OCBELICHUS TEMBI MpPaB YEJIOBEKa B
kutaiickux CMUW u  BbAETUTH OCOOEHHOCTH  PAaCHpOCTPAHEHUS
uH(pOpMAaIMH O IIpaBax YeIOBEKa,

3) mpoBeCTH IHUCKYypC-aHAJIW3 OCBELICHUS TEMBI IIPAB YEJIOBEKa B
kutaiickux CMU u BBIABUTH OCHOBHBIE XapaKTEPUCTUKU JAHHOI'O THIIA
IUCKYpCa,;

4) ompenenuTh TOJOKHUTEIbHBIE W OTPHULATEIBHBIC CTOPOHBI
OCBEIIEHUS MPaB YyesioBeKa B kutalickux CMMU.

O0bexTOoM HccnenoBanus sBisieTcs ocsemienne B CMU Kurast TeMbl
IIpaB YEJI0BEKA.

IIpeameTom uccrieqoBaHus SBISETCS OCOOEHHOCTH OCBEILEHUS MTPaB
yesioBeka B razere «KaHbMHUHb KH0a0».

Hacrosiiee uccrnegoBanue Gpokycupyercss Ha U3y4eHHUH MaTepuajoB
0 mpaBax 4enoBeka B u3naHuu <«OKoHbMHHB ku0a0» 3a mepuoxn ¢ 16
okTsi0pst 2022 1. mo 16 okTs10ps 2023 r. ¥ aHATM3UPYET UX COACpKAHUE,
0COOEGHHOCTH pAacCIpOCTpaHeHHsT HWHGOpMAIMU O I[IpaBax 4YeJIOBEKa,
BBISIBJISIET ITPEUMYIIECTBA U OIPAHUYEHUS JAaHHOIO TUIIA MEIHA JUCKYpCa.
[lomyueHHble pe3yabTaThbl MOTYT OBITH HCIOJB30BAHBI B TEOPUH U
MPAaKTUKHA KYPHAJIMCTUKMA TIPU IOATOTOBKE MATEPHAIOB O IpaBax
YEJI0BEKa B IIEJIOM U IIE€YaTHBIX MEINA B YACTHOCTH.

CTpyKkTypa MarucTepcKoM JIUCCEPTAlMM BKIIOYAET BBEICHUE,
OOLIYI0 XapaKTEpUCTUKY pPAOOThl, TPU TJaBbl, 3aKIIOUEHHE U CIHCOK
UCIIONIb30BaHHOW JmTepaTypbl. ['maBa 1 «Teopernueckne OCHOBBI
W3YYEHHUs OCBELIEHHUS MPaB YEJIOBEKaA» SIBISETCA TEOPETUUECKON YacCThIO,
B KOTOPOM NOKa3aHbl pa3IMYHbIE TEOPUH MIPAB YEIOBEKA, OCBEIIECHUE MTPAB



yenoBeka B CMMUM, a Takxke METOAbI, HCHOJB3YEMbIE B HACTOSIIEM
uccnegoBanuu. ['maBa 2 «KOHTEHT-aHaIU3 OCBEILECHUS BOIPOCOB IpaB
YeJoBeKa B CPEJCTBAX MaccoBol MH(popMmanuu B u3gaHuu ‘“YK>aHbMUHB
xubao”» u r1naBa 3 «JlUCKypc-aHanM3 OCBELIEHUS BOIIPOCOB MpaB
yejgoBeka B u3faHuM “JKOHBMHHB KM0a0”» MPENCTaBISIIOT COOOM
MPaKTUYECKYI0 YacTh MCCIEIOBAaHUS, B KOTOPBIX aBTOpP MPOBOIUT
KOHTEHT- W JUCKYpC-aHaJM3, BBISIBISET OCHOBHBIE COJIepKaTeNIbHbIC U
JTUCKYpPCHBIE OCOOCHHOCTHM MaTepHaloB O MpaBax dyesjoBeka. [naBa 4
«ITonmoxxuTenpbHbIE U OTPUIIATEIILHBIC ACTIEKTHI OCBEIIECHUS MPaB YyeIOBEKa
B u3nanuu ‘“JKoHbMUHB XK1M0a0™» MPEJCTaBIAET COOOH aHATUTUYECKYIO
YacTh, TJI€ aBTOpP IMPEACTABISACT CUJIbHBIC M CJa0ble CTOPOHBI MpeaMeTa
UCCJICOBAHUSA, a TaKkKe BKJIOYAET HEKOTOPhIE NPEIIOKEHHUS IO
MOBBIICHUIO Y()(PEKTUBHOCTH pactpoCTpaHeHUss WH(POPMAIIUU O TMpaBax
YyeJIOBEKA.

O6weMm nuccepranuu — 90 crpanui. OHa coaepkut 1 n3o0paxkeHue,
8 Tabymi 1 54 UCTOYHHUKA.



