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Digital trade has become a new direction and dynamic force in global trade. However, the development of
digital trade in China is still facing many challenges. The study suggests a new development pattern integrated
with a large domestic cycle as the main framework and dual domestic and international cycles promoting each
other. implications for digital infrastructure development, as well as digital trade pilot zones; recommendations on
the design of necessary mechanisms.
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Hudposas TOPToOBIIA yKe cTaia HOBBIM HAIIPaBICHHEM H IBIKYIIEH CHIOH B MEPOBOIi Toprosie. OmHaKO,
pasButHe nndpoBoii Toprosnu B Kurae no-npexaeMy CTaIKHBAETCS ¢ MHOTOYHCICHHBIME BbI30BaMH. [1o pe3yib-
TaTaM HallMX HUCCIEJOBAaHMU NpeiaraeTcs HOBBIH MAaTTEPH Pa3BHTHs, OCOOCHHOCTHIO KOTOPOTO SIBJISETCS €ro
MHTETPUPOBAHHOCTh B «OOJBIION BHYTPEHHUHA IIMKID M «MOJENb IBOMHOHN IMPKYJAUIN», B paMKaX KOTOPOU
BHYTPEHHHUE 1 BHEIIHUE [IUKJIBI MHHOBAIIOHHOTO PAa3BUTHA NOAACP)KUBAIOT APYT APYTa; AaHBI MPEIIOKECHUS 110
COBEPLIEHCTBOBAHUIO HH(PPACTPYKTYPHI IIU(YPOBOTO PAa3BUTHS, a TAKXKE UCIIOJIb30BAHUIO MMMIOTHBIX 30H IH(po-
BOTO Pa3BUTHUS; PEKOMEHIAANUH O (OPMUPOBAHHUIO COOTBETCTBYIOIINX MEXaHU3MOB.

Kniouegvie cnoga: nndposas TOPTOBIS; ABOMHAS IUPKYJSINS, MIIOTHBIE 30HBI IH(POBOH TOProBIH,
BBICOKOKaU€CTBEHHOE Pa3BUTHE.

In recent years, along with the development of digital technology to promote the rise of
digital trade, digital trade has become the new direction of global trade and new dynamic
energy. Data show that global digital trade grew from $1.9 trillion in 2008 to nearly $3.2 trillion
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in 2019. As of 2019, global digital trade accounts for more than 50 % of global trade in services.
China is one of the few developing countries leading the way. In 2020, the scale of China's
national digital services trade reaches US$294.76 billion, compared to 2011, the scale has
basically doubled, with an average annual growth rate of 6.7 %, higher than the trade in services
(4.4 %) and trade in goods (2.7 %) in the same period, and the growth rate is in the forefront.
As shown in Figure 1, in 2021, China's digital economy made a new breakthrough, with
the size of the digital economy reaching RMB 45.5 trillion, more than doubling in size
compared to 2016, with a nominal growth of 16.2 % year-on-year, 3.4 percentage points higher
than the nominal GDP growth rate, and accounting for 39.8 % of GDP. The digital economy

has reached a new level of development and is playing an increasingly prominent role as an
«Accelerator» and «Stabiliser» of macroeconomic.
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In 2020, COVID-19 spread globally, further highlighting the toughness and huge
potential of digital trade development: in 2020, global services trade was severely hit by a year-
on-year decline of 20.0 %, while digital services trade was less affected, improving by 11.5
percentage points in one year, an increase of more than the past decade combined. The global
cross-border e-commerce market continues to expand in size, injecting new energy into
international trade [2].

The report of the 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China specifically
states that, to «accelerate the development of advanced manufacturing, to promote the Internet,
big data, artificial intelligence and the deep integration of the real economy». However, at
present, China's digital trade development still faces many challenges. Among them, China's
digital trade development is strongly dependent on foreign markets. The average annual growth
rate of digital service imports is 6.0 %, which is 1 percentage point higher than that of global
digital service imports. The «export-oriented» development model has not significantly
improved the quality of China's digital trade, and has gradually shown the characteristics of low
innovation capability, low-end, serious homogenization and weak competitiveness. How to find
an economic development model that can adapt to China's economic development and the
current world economic situation in the context of counter-globalization is the top priority for
the development of China's digital trade.

Digital innovation is transforming the global economy. To sum up, the study concluded
that we should further accelerate the construction of a new development pattern in which the
domestic cycle is the mainstay and the domestic and international cycles are mutually
reinforcing, that is the dual circulation, make the two mutually reinforcing in a high level of
opening up to the outside world, give full play to the advantages of China's mega market and
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the potential of domestic demand, cultivate independent innovation capabilities, encourage the
scientific development of digital trade, and at the same time accelerate the construction of
digital infrastructure, including the development of a digital economy[3]. In the background of
the new development pattern of «Dual Circulation», through the construction of Belt and Road,
a new opening pattern of linkage between land and sea, and mutual promotion between east and
west will be formed [4]. Meanwhile, relevent department should accelerate the construction of
digital infrastructure, including: cloud computing, 5G network services, artificial intelligence
services, digital platform services, etc., to enhance the level and capacity of the scientific
development of China's digital trade.
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