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[IpaBoBOE MOJIOXKEHUE JIETEH ¢ MHBATHIHOCTHIO B IU(PPOBOM cpejie ABIIETCS OTHOM U3
OCHOBHBIX NPOOJIEM COBPEMEHHOCTHU. B NaHHO#M cTaThe aBTOp MCCIEAYyEeT HEKOTOpHIE ac-
MEKThl MEXAYHapOJHO-IIPABOBOI0 MOJIOKEHUS JIeTel C MHBAJIUAHOCTHIO B LIU(PPOBOM MHU-
pe. AHaIM3UPYIOTCS OCHOBHBIE MEXIYHapOJHBbIE JOTOBOPHI, PEryJIUPYIOIIHE MPaBOBOE
MIOJIO’KEHUE JETe ¢ MHBAJUAHOCTHIO B COBPEMEHHOM ILM(pOoBOM oOuiecTBe. ABTOp MpH-
XOJUT K BBIBOIY, YTO JETH C MHBAJIUIHOCTBHIO MO-TIPEKHEMY HAXOASATCS B YSI3BUMOM IIO-
J0)KeHUU B LU(POBBIX peanusax. g npeoaosneHus CyIEecTBYIOMMUX O0aphepoB rocyaap-
CTBa JOJKHBI HCTIONHSTH B3SAThIE Ha ce0sl 00s3aTeNbCcTBa M0 3allUTe MpaB AeTel ¢ WHBa-
JUJAHOCTBIO B IU(PPOBOI Cpejie UCXO0/Is U3 HYKJl 1 MHTEPECOB TaKUX JIETEH.

Knrwueswie cnosa: JCTH C UHBAJIMAHOCTBIO, I_II/I(i)pOBaH cpeaa; 3aluTa 1npaB pe6eHKa;
MCKAYHAPOAHBIC aKThbI; MC)KAYHAPOAHO-IIPABOBOC MMOJIOKCHHUC.
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The legal status of children with disabilities in digital reality is one of the main prob-
lems of our time. In this article, the author explores some aspects of the international legal
status of children with disabilities in the digital world. Analyzes the main international acts
that regulate the legal status of children with disabilities in the modern digital society. The
author concludes that children with disabilities are still in a vulnerable position in the digi-
tal realities. In order to overcome existing barriers, states are obliged to fulfill their interna-
tional obligations in accordance with the interests of children with disabilities.
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Digital technologies affect almost all aspects of the life of modern chil-
dren. On the one hand, they are becoming increasingly important, especially
during crises. Thus, during the ongoing crisis caused by the Covid-19 pan-
demic, digital technologies perform a social function, which opens up new
opportunities for the realization of children's rights. But on the other hand,
there is a danger of their violation or abuse. Digital technologies and interac-
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tivity can amplify the threats and harms that many children are already ex-
posed to in real life, and thereby increase the vulnerability of already vulnera-
ble children [1, p. 6]. It is children with disabilities that are among the most
vulnerable group of children, both due to the presence of a disability and due
to a number of other factors (age, gender, poverty).

The equality of the international legal status of children with disabilities is
guaranteed by Art. 2 of the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child,
which expressly prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability [2, par. 8].
However, it is precisely discrimination based on disability that is the main
barrier to ensuring the equal status of children with disabilities in the digital
world. It is important to note that ensuring the accessibility of information and
communication technologies (hereinafter referred to as ICT) to children with
disabilities, on an equal basis with others, contributes to the achievement of
independence and their full participation in society. In turn, the role of states
Is to protect children with disabilities from harmful information that promotes
xenophobia or any other form of discrimination and can lead to the strength-
ening of prejudice [2, par. 38]. It should be noted that in today's digital world,
children with various forms of disabilities face barriers such as: lack of con-
tent in an accessible format; limited access to affordable assistive technology
at home, at school and in the community; a ban on the use of digital devices
in schools, medical institutions and other places [3, par. 90]. Obviously, the
presence of such barriers exacerbates the situation of children with disabilities
and infringes on their rights to equal access to ICT. At the same time, the pos-
itive impact of the use of ICT by children with disabilities should be consid-
ered, especially in conditions of isolation against the backdrop of the Covid-
19 pandemic. Communication with peers in the Internet, online learning, the
availability of necessary information, the availability of assistive technologies
- all this contributes to the fact that children with disabilities are involved in
the digital environment as full members and have the opportunity to partici-
pate in solving vital issues (for example, in development and implementation
of policies, products and services that affect the realization of their rights in
the digital environment) [3, par. 91]. Further, it should be noted that the 2006
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, among other things,
enshrines the right of people with disabilities to access, on an equal basis with
others, to information and communication technologies (hereinafter referred
to as ICT) [4, art. 9]. Ensuring the realization of this right by children with
disabilities is an effective tool in overcoming existing barriers, since the pres-
ence of networking opportunities can mean the difference between social ex-
clusion and equal opportunities [1, p. 17]. Moreover, ensuring accessibility of
information for children with disabilities should be considered as a precondi-
tion for the exercise of freedom of opinion and expression (children with dis-
abilities express their opinions in blogs, video messages, social networks,
hashtags, podcasts and other forms). On the other hand, the lack of infor-
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mation in an accessible format deprives children with disabilities of the op-
portunity to exercise their right to education on an equal basis with others
(children not connected to the Internet cannot take advantage of educational
resources and access to global information, as well as opportunities for ac-
quiring digital skills) [ 5, par. 39].

Bearing in mind that children with disabilities are the most vulnerable and
are more exposed to risks, including cyberbullying, sexual exploitation and
digital violence, States should identify and address the risks faced by children
with disabilities through security measures digital environment for them [3,
par. 92]. International cooperation of states aimed at ensuring the equal inter-
national legal status of children with disabilities should be an effective tool in
promoting the principle of accessibility both at the international and national
levels. In order not to exacerbate inequalities, the gap in ICT access should be
progressively closed as part of a “universal design”. In addition, one should
consider the fact that the existence of digital barriers increases socio-
economic differences, which negatively affects the situation of children with
disabilities in the world.

Thus, it should be stated that the international legal status of children with
disabilities in the digital world is characterized by the need to further develop
international mechanisms and instruments aimed at protecting the rights of
children with disabilities in the context of the modern development of the
world community. It is worth agreeing that no child on the Internet is com-
pletely protected from the risk associated with being online, but the most vul-
nerable children are more likely to be exposed to dangerous effects [1, p. 21].
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