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The evolution of British Euroscepticism:
from M. Thatcher to T. May

Hemposuu U. C., cmyo. IIl k. BI'Y,
Hayy. pyk. Aedeesa U. B., cm. npen.

The interest in the British agenda for a European bias is reaching a new level
today, and is caused by series of complicated political problems. Due to the
increasing complexity of global processes and the new role of the European Union
in the world community, the history of relations between the United Kingdom
and continental Europe is a hot issue, since their relationship largely determined
the vector of development of the European Union in one direction or another.
Therefore, the current research is aimed at studying one of the fundamental factors
that shape the UK’s European Union policy — British Euroscepticism.

Since the adoption of the Single European Act (1986), which set out the
task of transforming the European communities into the European Union, the
countries of the European Economic Community have had to overcome numerous
contradictions between national and pan-European interests. The complexity
of integration processes encouraged a heated discussion among the European
political elite.

The most striking manifestation of it was the speech “Great Britain and
Europe” delivered by M. Thatcher at the European College of Bruges September
20, 1988. It is commonly believed that it was M. Thatcher’s Bruges speech that
demonstrated the final incompatibility of the European integration process with
British national interests.

Thatcher was succeeded by John Major. During his administration, the
issue of further development of the European integration became central to the
Conservatives, since the Treaty on European Union was signed in 1992. The
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Baroness was particularly indignant at her successor’s unwarranted attempt
to turn Britain into the “heart of Europe”. Euroscepticism was rampant in the
Conservative ranks, and Thatcher was its informal author.

Labour leader Tony Blair could not fail to take advantage of this. He promised
to be the head of the British government committed to the EU, which would even
consider the possibility of joining the Euro zone if the terms were acceptable.
Looking back, the Blair years were the last years when Britain had a moderately
comfortable relationship with Europe.

In the same light with Blair, Gordon Brown was a strong pro-European, but
unlike him, Brown had serious doubts about the Euro. By the end of labor’s first
term, the issue was causing real tension, as Brown and his economic adviser
pushed for strict checks. But as more European treaties, from Amsterdam to
Lisbon, led to ever deeper integration, Tory Eurosceptics began to talk openly
about leaving the EU.

In the 2010 General election, Tony Blair’s successor, Gordon Brown, was
crushed by David Cameron, ending 13 years of Labour rule and launching
a coalition of Conservatives and Liberal Democrats

2013 brought the Euro crisis, the Greek debt disaster, calls for deeper
integration of the Euro zone to prevent a reiteration of the debt crisis, and
a deepening aversion to the decisions of the European Court of Human rights and
the European Court of Justice — all meant an unstoppable Euroscepticism runaway
across the political spectrum. Cameron’s trust in the European Union was at best
tolerant, at worst hostile and petty.

From the Thatcher years to the present, it is easy to measure the impact of
constitutional and institutional changes brought about by European integration.
Thus, the party organizational changes paved the way for the penetration of
Euroscepticism into the entire party structure. Theresa May was more receptive
to the pressure at the lower level and are more susceptible to populism. This is an
indicator of how much the Conservative party has changed since Thatcher. Now,
members of Parliament are much more sensitive to criticism than they were during
the Thatcher period. Voters don’t like divided parties, and if the various factions
continue to drift apart, the days of their leaders may be numbered.
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Pa3BuTne KOHIENMN aBCTPHIICKOTO HEHTpAaJIUTETa
B KOHTeKcTe 3ak/aioueHusi Cen-KepmeHnckoro
MHpHOro aorosopa 1919 r.

Hosuax M. U., cmyo. I k. BI'Y,
Hayy. pyk. @ponvyos B. B., 0-p. ucm. nayx, ooy.

CeroiHsi PeAKO NPUXOIUTCS CIBIILIATH, YTO ABCTPUHIBI — «II0 CYIIECTBY T€
xe Hemup». C nognucanueM B 1955 . [ocymapcTBeHHOrO 10roBopa 0 BOccCTa-
HOBJICHMU HE3aBUCUMON U JE€MOKpPAaTU4eCKOH ABCTpUHU, a 26 OKTAOPS TOrO Ke
roJja KOHCTUTYLIUOHHOTIO 3aKOHA, IPOBO3MIAIIAIONIET0 BEUHbIN HEHTpanuTeT AB-
CTPUM, OHA CTPOUJIA CBOIO BHEIIHIOIO MOJIUTHKY OTTAJIKUBASACH OT MIPUHIUIA II0-
CTOSIHHOT'O HEHTpanuTera, KOTOpbI 03BoNuI eif (kak u IlIBeiiapuu) ykpenuThb
0CO3HaHHUE ce0sl OTAENBHBIM TOCYIapCTBOM, @ HE «elle OJHUMH HeMIaMu». DTO
CTaJI0 BO3MOXKHBIM B CBSI3M C OKOHYATEIbHBIM (DOPMUPOBAHHEM HAIMOHAIILHOM
uaeHTu4HOCTU. IIpocienuM JaHHBIM mpouecc B KoHTekcTe noanucanus CeH-
XKepmenckoro norosopa 1919 r.

IMocne oxonuanus IlepBoii MupoBOIi BOWHBI OblIa NpUHATA Aekaapauus Ha-
LIMOHAJIBHOrO coOpanus oT 12 Host0pst 1918 T, BTOpOi IyHKT KOTOPOH Iiacui:
«Hemenkass ABcTpusi sIBISI€TCS COCTaBHOM dacTbio ['epMaHCKON pecyOnuKmy.
Couuan-geMoxkparuyeckas napTis ABCTPUU TPAAULHOHHO (11O 3aBE€TaM PEBO-
mouuu 1848 r.) BelcTynana 3a 0ObEUHEHUE 3eMEIb ¢ HEMELIKUM HACEIEHUEM.
3a npucoenuHeHNe K I'epMaHuy BhICTyIada U aBCTPUiCKas MapTHs HALMOHAIU-
cToB. CTOPOHHHKAMH aHIIUIIOCA ObUIN COLMANI-XPUCTUAHE, YbH JIUIEPhl MEUTAIIH
0 BOCcO3JaHuM umnepuu B Buie «JlyHalickoit denepanumny». 22 ampens 1919 r.
IMapukckast KOHpepeHIUs JeprKaB-00eAUTENbHULL 3asiBUIa O HENOIYyCTUMOCTH
npucoenuHenust Ascrpuu k I'epmanun. IIpaButenscto K. Pennepa nponomkaio
OTCTAaUBaTh UACI0 AHILIIOCA, OMUPAsCh HA NPOrpaMMy [OCIEBOEHHOIO YCTpPOU-
ctBa mupa npesujenta CIIIA B. Bunbcona, koTopasi IpoBo3Iialiaja paBo Ha-
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