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A new trend in such sciences as linguistics, stylistics and philology has 

recently appeared. Studying and a detailed analysis of the meanings of а 

cognitive model of different types of metaphors is in the focus of this problem 

now. Thus, a new branch is formed in modern linguistics, cognitive linguistics, 

which carries out the research of this problem. 

Scientific investigation of the problem considered in this work arose in the 

late 1980s of the 20th century. At this time, semantic-pragmatic characteristics 

of a scientific discourse were investigated and the features of its similarity with 

journalistic genre were found out. In the focus of attention there is a study of the 

language of science as verbalisation of scientific thinking, thus cognitive aspects 

of a language have become actual. The research of metaphors had a great value 

in realisation of the new approach to verbalisation of scientific thinking and, 

hence, it is possible to say, that metaphorization is an integral component of 

scientific thinking and scientific discourse. 

Each concrete language bears a print of features of thinking (perception and 

recognition of the world) of native speakers of the given language, and 

environment reflection occurs not directly (“world” – “language”), but through a 

prism of consciousness of a person according to the scheme: “world” – “person” 

– “language”. Thus, a language fixes how a person perceives the world and 

reflects it in the consciousness. Various extra linguistic factors such as culture, 

history, traditions, a field of activity, even climatic and geographical conditions 

have a great influence on a native speaker and his language activity. Therefore, 

perception of the world by a person is a subjective factor, but not an objective 

one as it is caused by external world influence. 

Political discourse is a version оf the institutional discourse, in which each 

separate person (in this case - the politician) represents not himself or herself 



personally, but a certain organization, a concrete “institute”: the government or 

opposition, a party or a fraction.  

Political discourse of Great Britain/the USA is characterized by the 

figurativeness which is caused by an active use of evident linguistic means. 

Texts of official speeches of modern English/American politicians besides other 

figurative means abound in great number of metaphors.  

In English/American political discourse there are groups of dimensional, 

qualitative and quantitative metaphors and metaphorical units which are also 

characterized by high frequency and dominance.  

The term metaphor has been known to denote the transference of meaning 

from one word to another, the transference of some quality from one object to 

another. It is still widely used to designate the process in which a word acquires 

a derivative meaning. 

Metaphors can be classified according to their degree of unexpectedness. 

Thus metaphors which are absolutely unexpected, i.e. are quite unpredictable, 

are called genuine metaphors. Those which are commonly used in speech and 

therefore are sometimes even fixed in dictionaries as expressive means of 

language are trite metaphors, or dead metaphors 

Genuine metaphors are mostly found in poetry and emotive prose. Trite 

metaphors are generally used as expressive means in newspaper articles, in an 

oratorical style and even in scientific language.  

It’s necessary to underline that there are different types of metaphors. They 

are cognitive metaphors, conventional idiomatic metaphors, poetic creative 

metaphors, and scientific metaphors. Cognitive metaphors are part of the human 

effort to encode and store empirical data and experience in the most efficient 

way. 

In the context of the cognitive approach the given metaphors objectify the 

knowledge of English/American politicians about socio-political reality in  

Great Britain, America and in the whole world and also express the most actual 



characteristics and qualities  which they attribute to it while establishing 

political communication. 

Sharp political struggle, aspiration for winning the sympathy of citizens of 

the country, presenting their own activity and activity of the party from a 

positive side and blackening political opponents influence conceptual metaphors 

used by these politicians in the English/American political language and define 

rate, efficiency and dominance those or other kinds of conceptual metaphors, 

which can be distinguished by an initial sphere of the metaphorical 

transportation and a sphere-purpose of the metaphorical expansion.  

For English/American political discourse, there are first of all, the groups of 

dimensional, qualitative and quantitative metaphors and metaphorical units with 

semantics color designations which are characterized also by the raised rate and 

dominance. Metaphors from the initial sphere “Clothes” which are a part of 

artifact conceptual metaphorics represent a small group on rate but ordered on 

dominance. 

Conceptual metaphors of clothes represent objects, processes and 

phenomena of English, European and the world social reality with the help of 

lexical items designating textile accessories, subjects of clothes and the realities 

which are connected with them. 

Denominations of kinds of clothes and their parts are used more often by 

English/American politicians for a negative estimation of a person of their 

opponents and the results of their activity (activity of their party). The opponents 

are fitted, as a rule, for “new foppish clothes” from concrete subjects of clothes 

by English/American politicians. 

The certain textile accessory can characterize any certain qualities, 

properties of political or social and economic activity of the government. 

Various subjects of clothes describing a social reality from the positive or 

negative point of view can be mentioned in central contexts. 



Social reality of Great Britain / America is conceptualized, as well, by the 

nominations of footwear and shoe accessories, for example, by the lexical item 

“footwear”. 

Besides denominations of kinds of clothes and footwear, nominations of 

other textile subjects are involved in modern English/American political 

discourse. 

Such concept as “fashion” conformably to the sphere of policy means 

popularity of any political ideas, and “style” is an acceptance of any decisions. 

For example, policy in the sphere of economy, as well as clothes, can 

“become out of date” and then it “gets out of fashion”, or on the contrary — not 

“becomes out of date”.  

It is possible to make a conclusion, that the conceptualization of 

English/American policy of the state through physical properties of subjects is 

connected with consecutive activization of metaphors. 
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