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ABSTRACT
Sala Krystsina Alegauna

«THE CONCEPTION OF EXISTENTIAL CHOICE IN
THE NOVEL «SOPHIE'S CHOICE» BY
WILLIAM STYRON»

The structure of the thesis. The thesis consists of an introduction, four
chapters, a conclusion. The list of the cited sources includes 49 items. Total work
volume is 52 pages of printed text.

Keywords: EXISTENTIALISM, EXISTENTIAL CHOICE, FREEDOM
OF CHOICE, LIMIT SITUATION, ABSURD, ANXIETY, RESPONSIBILITY,
FAULT.

The purpose of the thesis is to reveal the conception of existential choice
in the novel «Sophie's Choice» by William Styron.

The objectives of the thesis:

— to give an idea of the basic concepts of the philosophy of existentialism;

— to reveal the peculiarities of Styron’s philosophical and aesthetic position
and the specifics of its refraction in the novel «Sophie's Choice»;

— to disclose the existentialist components of the main characters’ images
created by the author in the novel;

— to determine the ideological and aesthetic functions of the existential
component in the artistic paradigm of the novel «Sophie's Choice» by
William Styron,

The object of the research is the novel «Sophie’s Choice» by
William Styron,

The subject of the research is the specifics of the functioning of the
existential components in the novel «Sophie’s Choice» by William Styron.

The methodological basis of the thesis is the works of the existentialists
S. Kerkegor, M. Heidegger, K. Jaspers, J. P. Sartre, A. Camus and the literature
critics T. Denisova, J. Zasurski, A. Zverev, S. Finkelstein, D. Galloway, W. Glasser.

Research methods. The thesis uses literary historical, comparative, linguo-
poetic methods and the holistic analysis of a literary work.
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