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INTRODUCTION

The textbook “The Practice of Foreign Language Communication: English”
is intended for in-depth study of oral and written speech practice in English for
the third year students of the specialty “Modern foreign languages (translation)”
in the discipline “Practice of Foreign Language Communication” on upper
intermediate and advanced levels. The manual contains authentic and adapted
text materials on current public issues, as well as exercises and assignments for
the development of spoken and written communication skills.

The content of the manual covers the sections of the following topics: “Mass
media”, “Education”, “Variety of languages”, “Talent and genius in arts”, “Family
issues”, “Money”. Each chapter is subdivided into 4—6 separate parts (sub-topics)
within the topic. Each part has a similar structure containing the following types
of activities.

1. Reading.

2. Vocabulary practice.

3. Writing.

4. Speaking (monologic, dialogic, public, group role-play).

5. Listening/watching.

6. Self-study (reading, writing and presentation).

The order of the activities may vary from part to part according to the texts,
sources and directions for discussion, but the sequence of activities is preserved
due to the latest requirements of foreign language learning.

Texts for reading, listening and watching are based on contemporary
information on the issues which are acute in the global society. The set of
exercises tasks is made up due to modern teaching techniques applied by both
Belarusian and foreign teachers.

The vocabulary for active use and passive perception is written in bold
throughout the texts.

The textbook can also be useful for students of other linguistic
and humanitarian specialties and individuals who develop communication skills
in English at upper intermediate and advanced stages.



CHAPTER ]
MASS MEDIA

Part 1
TRADITIONAL MASS-MEDIA IN THE UK

Introductory Reading

1. Read the following text. Write out the words written in bold
to make up your active vocabulary. Specify their meanings.

The British Mass-Media

There are several different types of media in the United Kingdom:
television, radio, newspapers, magazines and websites. The country also has
a strong music industry. The United Kingdom has a diverse range of providers,
the most prominent being the state-owned public service broadcaster, the British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC). The BBC’s largest competitors are ITV plc,
which operates 11 of the 15 regional television broadcasters that make up the ITV
Network, and News Corporation, which holds a large stake in the satellite
broadcaster British Sky Broadcasting and also operates a number of leading
national newspapers. Regional media is covered by local radio, television
and print newspapers. Trinity Mirror operates 240 local and regional newspapers,
as well as national newspapers such as the Daily Mirror and the Sunday Mirror.

The press

The United Kingdom print publishing sector, including books, server,
directories and databases, journals, magazines and business media, newspapers
and news agencies, has a combined turnover of around £20 billion and employs
around 167,000 people.

6



Traditionally British newspapers have been divided into “quality”, serious-
minded newspapers (usually referred to as “broadsheets” because of their large
size) and the more populist, “tabloid” varieties. These papers are read more
for entertainment than for news. The Royal family, scandals, personalities,
and glamorous women and men are popular subjects in them. So we can say that
“quality papers” are considered to cater for the better educated readers while
the “popular papers” concentrate on human interest stories, which often means
sex and scandals.

For convenience of reading many traditional broadsheets have
switched to a more compact-sized format, traditionally used by tabloids.
In 2008 The Sun had the highest circulation of any daily newspaper in the United
Kingdom at 3.1 million, approximately a quarter of the market. Its sister paper,
the News of the World, had the highest circulation in the Sunday newspaper
market, and traditionally focused on celebrity-led stories until its closure in
2011. The Daily Telegraph, a centre-right broadsheet paper, is the highest-
selling of the “quality” newspapers. The Guardian is a more liberal “quality”
broadsheet and the Financial Times is the main business newspaper, printed on
distinctive salmon-pink broadsheet paper. Trinity Mirror operates 240 local and
regional newspapers in the United Kingdom, as well as national newspapers such
as the Daily Mirror and the Sunday Mirror.

Sunday papers have lots of pages. They have many different sections,
and most of them also have a colour supplement. You can spend a whole day
reading The Sunday Times or The Observer. They all provide reading material
about fashion, clothes, cooking, the house and home, motoring and holidays.

The British press is controlled by a rather small number of extremely large
multinational companies. This fact helps to explain its two features. One is its
freedom from interference from government influence. The press is so powerful
in this respect that it is sometimes referred to as the “fourth estate” (the other
three being the Commons, the Lords and the monarch).

The Television

Just as the British Parliament has the reputation for being “the mother of
parliaments”, so the BBC (the British Broadcasting Corporation) might
be said to be “the mother of information services”, providing both information
and entertainment.

The BBC has often shown itself to be rather proud of its impartiality,
objectivity and independence.

It is much the result of its legal status — it depends neither on advertising
nor directly on the government for its income. It gets this from the licence fee
which everybody who uses a television set has to pay. However, the government
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decides how much this fee is going to be, appoints the BBC’s board of governors
and its director general, has the right to veto any BBC programme.

Television still seems to be a very popular choice among the various mass
media. The average Briton spends quite a lot of time watching what he or she
calls “the box”, “the telly” or “the TV”.

There are five major nationwide television channels: BBC One, BBC
Two, ITV, Channel 4 and Channel 5 — currently transmitted by digital
terrestrial, free-to-air signals with the latter three channels funded by commercial
advertising. The vast majority of digital cable television services are provided
by Virgin Media with satellite television available from Freesat or British Sky
Broadcasting and free-to-air digital terrestrial television. The entire country
switched to digital (from a previously analogue signal) in 2012.

ITV has a regional network — each region is run by a different company, so
many television programmes may differ from region to region. ITV gets its
money from advertisers who pay to show films advertising their goods between
programmes and during breaks in programmes — “commercial breaks”, as they
are called. The time allowed for commercial breaks is not more than six minutes
in an hour.

The Radio

Almost all households in Britain have at least one radio set. The TV licence
includes radio and is paid each year.

The BBC has five national radio stations. They all broadcast news bulletins.

There are also many commercial radio stations, which mostly broadcast pop
music. Each of the national BBC radio stations specializes in a particular type

of programme.
Radio 1 Pop music, interviews, phone-ins.
Radio 2 Light, easy-listening music, news.
Radio 3 Classical music, cultural programmes.
Radio 4 Drama, documentaries, current affairs, arts and sciences, sport.
Radio 5 Sport and news.

2. Answer the questions to the text.

1. What types are the British mass-media subdivided into?

2. What types of television are there in the UK?

3. Do the Britons listen to the radio? Which radio programs are the most
popular?

4. Which media depend on the government? Which ones are independent?

5. Where do the media get money from?



Vocabulary Practice

1. Explain the meaning of the following words:

broadcast; televise; print; publish; advertise; veto; popular (press); quality
(press); tabloid; circulation.

2. Match the following words and word combinations to their
definitions:

1) popular press a) the state of being not deep, but on
2) quality press the surface
3)aTV licence fee b) newspapers which are read more for
4) shallowness of the press entertainment than for news
5) news bulletin ¢) list of news items read on the radio
6) to advertise or television
7) commercials d) newspapers concentrating on serious news
8) periodicals e) to announce that something is for sale
9) a daily newspaper f) payment to the BBC for receiving
10) a current affairs TV-programmes
programme g) journals and magazines
11) a talk show h) a programme providing information about
12) a soap opera the latest news
i) a serial love story on TV
j) a TV programme in which a host is
discussing some problem with a group
of people
k) a newspaper published every day
1) advertisements

3. Think of words or word combinations similar to the ones given
below:

to supply readers and viewers with news and entertainment; to televise;
advertisement; to concentrate on classical music; tabloids; to veto a programme.

4. Complete the following sentences.

1. The mass media (mpenoctasmnstoT) both information and entertainment.

2. BBC1 and BBC2 regularly (nepenarot) news bulletins.

3. ITV and Channel 4 get their money from (pexnamonareneit) who pay for
(pexnamupoBanue) their goods on TV.



4. There are four main (TeJeBU3MOHHBIX KaHaa) in Britain.
5. The time allowed for (pexiamuble rmay3sl) is not more than 6 minutes in
an hour.
6. National papers are mostly (meuartarorcs) in London and (pacmpocTtpa-
Hstotest) from there.
7. One third of The Financial Times’ (Tupax) is sold outside the UK.
8. Sunday papers have lots of pages and almost all of them have (1BetHbIe
TPUITOKEHHS).
9. The popular newspapers (medararor) information about the Royal family,
scandals, personalities and read (panu passiedenus), but not (paau HOBOCTEH).
10. The British press is thought to be (moBepxHOCTHOI1) because some of
the tabloids have almost (mepecranu oOpararbses K) serious matters.
11. (HuskocoprHas/«OyapBapHas» mpecca) caters for less educated readers,
while (BbIcokOCOpTHAS Mpecca) concentrates on Serious news.
12. It’s the government who appoints the BBC’s board of governors and its
director general and has the right (3anpetuts) any BBC programme.

5. Match the first half of each sentence to the most appropriate
second half.

1. The mass media a) are broadcast by the BBC without
2. BBC1 and BBC2 regularly any advertising.
3. ITV gets its money b) from advertisers who pay for
4. The BBC has five national radio advertising their goods on TV.
stations which c) for entertainment than for news.
5. The popular papers are read more  d) advertisements to finance them.
6. All the quality papers depend e) broadcast news bulletins.
a great deal on f) provide information and
entertainment.

6. Make example sentences for the following words and word
combinations:

provide information and entertainment; carry advertisements; broadcast news
bulletins; cater for better educated readers; commercial breaks; tabloids; talk
show; periodicals; veto a programme; detective series.

7. Translate the following sentences.

1. CpencrBa MaccoBOi HHGOpPMALUK BKIIOUAIOT TEJIEBUICHHE, PaHO, IIpec-
Cy ¥ o0ecIreunBaroT 3puTesiel, YuTaTeael 1 ciaylaresieil nHpopmanuei u pas-
BJICUCHHSIMHU.

10



2. Ha He3aBucuMoM TeneBHuIeHNH bputanuu kaxapie 15-30 MUHYT ecTh
peKIIaMHBIC T1ay3bI, BO BPeMs KOTOPBIX PEKIAMOJATEIIH PEKIAMHUPYIOT CBOU
TOBAapHI.

3. Te, KTO JIOOUT MOMYJISIPHYIO MIIM JIETKYIO MY3bIKY, ciaymiator Paguo 1
unu Paamo 2, a Te, KTO MPEANOYNTACT KIACCUUECKYI0 MY3BIKY, CIYIIAIOT
Panmo 3.

4. Kaxxnplii Tene3puTeb MOXKET BEIOpaTh TEJIEPOrpaMMy 110 CBOEMY BKYCY
U MHTEepecaM CPeIH Pa3BICKaTENbHBIX, MY3bIKAIbHBIX, CIOPTUBHBIX, HAYYHBIX
WA 00pa30BaTENbHBIX MIPOTPAMM.

5. UreHne mpeccHl ABISIETCS MOIMYIISIPHBIM BPEMATIPEIIPOBOKICHAEM B bpu-
tanud. OJTHY YUTAIOT TA3€Thl, YTOOBI IMOMYYUTh UH(OPMALIHIO, IPYTHE — Paan
pa3BiIeUYCHUS.

6. BockpecHsbIe razeTsl, eKCHEASNbHBIC N €KeMECSIHbIC JKypHAIbI I1e-
4aTaroT WHPOPMAIUIO [T YUTATENEH ¢ Pa3InIHBIMHI BKyCaMH U HHTEPECaMHU:
0 MOJI€, O JOMAIIIHUX >KUBOTHBIX, O CaJJOBOJCTBE, O KYJIMHAPUHU U T. [I.

7. W3patenu razer BUAST CBOIO IVIABHYIO 33j1ady B TOM, YTOOBI IPUBIICYb
BHUMAaHWE YNTATeICeH U MPOAATh KaK MOYKHO OOJIBIIIE IK3EMILISIPOB.

8. CMU gacTo Ha3BIBAIOT «YETBEPTOID» BIACTHIO, ITOCIIE MAIAThI OOIIHH, T1a-
JIaThl IOPJOB U MOHapXa.

9. Tupax ra3et, KOTOPbIC BBIXOIAT [0 BOCKPECEHBSIM, BBIIIEC THpaXKa exe-
JTHEBHBIX Ta3eT.

10. Cauraercs, uto «OynpBapHas» mpecca IpeaHa3HaueHa Uil MeHee 00pa-
30BaHHBIX YUTATEICH.

11. BpuTaHckas npecca KOHTPOIUPYETCS HECKONbKUMHU KPYTTHBIMU MEXKHa-
[IHOHATBHBIMUA KOMITAHUSMH.

12. B mocnemHee BpeMs OpUTaHCKUE Ta3€Thl YACISIIOT BCe OOJBIIIC BHUMAHUS
HE Cepbe3HBIM Mpo0IieMam, a )KU3HH U3BECTHBIX JIIOJICH U CKaHIaJIaM.

13. OpHa M3 OCHOBHBIX XapaKTEePUCTHK OPUTAHCKOMW MPECChI, 10 MHEHHIO ca-
MHUX OpPHTAHIEB, — €€ MMOBEPXHOCTHOCTD, IIOATOMY T€ JIFOIH, KOTOPbIE MHTEpE-
CYIOTCS cephe3HON HH(opManHeil 1 NOTUTHISCKIMH HOBOCTSIMH, 00paIaroTcs
He K Ipecce, a K pajuo.

14. ToBOPSAT, 4TO TOJILKO SIMOHIIBI M LIBE/bI MTOKYAIOT OOJIbILE ra3eT, 4YeM
aHTJINYaHe.

15. B BOCKpECHBIX ra3erax Tak MHOTO CTPaHUIl U PAa3THYHBIX Pa3dciioB,
YTO UX MOXKHO YHMTaTh Lieblil JeHb. Kpome Toro, MHOrue U3 HUX UMEIOT LBET-
HBIE TPUIOKCHHUS.

(Source: [1])
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Part 2
TRADITIONAL MEDIA VS INTERNET

Reading Activities

1. Read the following text. Write out the words written in bold
to make up your active vocabulary. Specify their meanings.

Digital Media

Among the pieces of conventional wisdom that get trotted out whenever
the subject of the traditional media industry’s decline comes up, one of the most
popular is that the internet is the main culprit: in some cases, it’s the entire
internet. But some professionals in journalism say that what journalism is going
through is a natural evolution rather than a disaster, as the traditional are just
changing their format.

Going online created more opportunities for newspapers, such as competing
with broadcast journalism in presenting breaking news in a more timely
manner. The credibility and strong brand recognition of well-established
newspapers, and the close relationships they have with advertisers, are also seen
by many in the newspaper industry as strengthening their chances of survival.
The movement away from the printing process can also help decrease costs.
As a result there has appeared an online newspaper which is the online version
of a newspaper, either as a stand-alone publication or as the online version
of a printed periodical.

Online newspapers are much like hard-copy newspapers and have the same
legal boundaries, such as laws regarding libel, privacy and copyright, also
apply to online publications in most countries, like in the UK. News reporters
are being taught to shoot video and to write in the succinct manner necessary
for the Internet news pages. Many are learning how to implement blogs and
the ruling by the UK’s PCC should help this development of the internet. Some
newspapers have attempted to integrate the internet into every aspect of their
operations, i. e., reporters writing stories for both print and online, and classified
advertisements appearing in both media; others operate websites that are more
distinct from the printed newspaper.

In 2013, the Reuters Institute commissioned a cross-country survey on news
consumption, and gathered data related to online newspaper use that emphasize the
lack of use of paid online newspaper services. The countries surveyed were France,
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German, Denmark, Spain, Italy, Japan, Brazil, the United States, and the United
Kingdom. All samples within each country were nationally representative. Half
of the sample reportedly paid for a print newspaper in the past 7 days, and only
one-twentieth of the sample paid for online news in the past 7 days. That only
5 % of the sample had recently paid for online newspaper access is likely because
most people access news that is free. People with portable devices, like tablets or
smartphones, were significantly more likely to subscribe to digital news content.
Additionally, younger people — 2534 year olds — are more willing to pay for digital
news than older people across all countries.

Internet radio (also web radio, net radio, streaming radio, e-radio, online
radio, webcasting) is an audio service transmitted via the Internet. Broadcasting
on the Internet is usually referred to as webcasting since it is not transmitted
broadly through wireless means.

Internet radio involves streaming media, presenting listeners with
a continuous stream of audio that typically cannot be paused or replayed,
much like traditional broadcast media; in this respect, it is distinct from on-
demand file serving. Internet radio is also distinct from podcasting, which
involves downloading rather than streaming.

Internet television (or online television) is the digital distribution
of television content via the public Internet (which also carries other types
of data), as opposed to dedicated terrestrial television, cable television,
and satellite television systems which only carry video. It is also sometimes
called web television, though this phrase is also used to describe the genre of TV
shows broadcast only online.

Not all receivers can access all content providers. Most have web sites
that allow viewing of content in a web browser, but sometimes this is not done
due to digital rights management concerns. While a web browser has access to
any web site, some consumers find it inconvenient to control with mouse and
keyboard, inconvenient to connect a computer to their television, or confusing.
Many providers have mobile apps dedicated to receive only their own content.

An online magazine, often called a webzine or an ezine (also spelled e-zine)
shares some features with a blog and also with online newspapers, but can usually
be distinguished by its approach to editorial control. Magazines typically have
editors or editorial boards who review submissions and perform a quality control
function to ensure that all material meets the expectations of the publishers (those
investing time or money in its production) and the readership.

Electronic journals, also known as ejournals, e-journals, are scholarly
journals or intellectual magazines that can be accessed via electronic
transmission. In practice, this means that they are usually published on the Web.
They are a specialized form of electronic document: they have the purpose
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of providing material for academic research and study, and they are formatted
approximately like journal articles in traditional printed journals. Many electronic
journals are listed in directories such as the Directory of Open Access Journals,
and the articles indexed in bibliographic databases and search engines for
the academic discipline concerned.

Some electronic journals are online-only journals; some are online versions
of printed journals, sometimes with extra video and interactive media material.

Most commercial journals are subscription-based, and/or allow pay-per-
view access. Many universities subscribe in bulk to packages of electronic
journals, so as to provide access to them to their students and faculty. It is
generally also possible for individuals to purchase an annual subscription to
a journal from the original publisher.

2. Agree or disagree with the following statements.

1. All digital media are just digital versions of printed media.

2. Breaking news in digital media are presented in a more timely manner.
3. Hard-copy media are more reliable.

4. You can make comments to all reports in digital media.

5. Digital media are more convenient to use.

Vocabulary Practice

1. Complete the following sentences.

1. Nowadays digital versions of papers are more popular than their ... .

2. The advantage or TV over the press is that it provides news in ... .

3. Well-established mass-media have stronger ... among the readers; people
trust them more. Besides, they have strong ... .

4. Some publishers do not act in legal ... and break ... , and it often becomes
the reason of court suits.

5. Many web-users have unlimited ... to the internet and they are often
the first who gets the most ... news.

6. A famous actor suited a well-established newspaper for ... saying that even
celebrities must have some ... .

7. As for me, “Google” is a perfect ... , though my friend prefers “Yandex”.

8. If you ... the application of this newspaper you will automatically ...
to the latest news.

9. I think most national papers do not have ... of the readers as very few
alternative view on ... affairs are published.
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2. Match the words to their synonyms or definitions:

conventional | unexpected, shocking

culprit trustfulness

credibility up-to-date

breaking separate

stand-alone limits

copyright someone or something to blame

timely authority to produce and distribute a product intellectual work

boundaries usual, well-known

downloading | possibility and authority to get something from something

subscribe televising via internet

webcasting getting a web product into your electronic device

editor related to the ground

access get the way of having some updated information regularly

terrestrial an on-line service making it possible to find the necessary
information online

search engine | a person in charge of a programme or a publication

privacy lies about a person in mass-media

libel possibility or right to stay away from interference of others

3. Translate the following sentences from Russian into English.

1. briarogapst NOPTaTUBHBIM YCTPOWCTBAM M CBOOOTHOMY JOCTYITY K HHTEpHE-
TY MBI IME€EM BO3MOXKHOCTb TIOJTy4aTh TIOCIICTHUAE N3BECTHUSI HAnOoIIee ONepaTHBHO.

2. 3a nocueaHee BpeMst THpax ra3eTsl « KoMcoMobCckas npasaay» 3HAYUTEb-
HO cHu3mIICst. Ho 3TO He 03Havaer, 4To ra3eTa rorepsiia JOBepUe YhTareneii: 6omb-
IIMHCTBO U3 HUX MPOCTO MPEIOYNTAIOT EKTPOHHYIO BEPCHIO I'a3eThl OyMa)KHBIM
SK3eMILIIpaM. DTO TaKKe IOMOTaeT ra3eTe CHU3UTh PacXObl Ha Ieyarh.

3. biaromaps cBoeBpeMeHHOH NH(OPMAIIK 1 alTETEPHATUBHBIM TOUKaM 3pe-
HU B IyOnmuKarusix Oenopycckuii mopran «Tut.by» ObICTpO cTa M3BECTHBIM KaKk
Openn. Tenepb 3T0 He TONBKO HH(MOPMAIIMOHHBIHN, HO M JETIOBOM MOPTAJ.

4. B 2015 roxy ananorosoe TeneBujaeHue B Pecryonuke benapyck Obuio
TIOJTHOCTBIO 3aMEHEHO KaOeIbHBIM U IU(PPOBEIM, U TEIEPh 3pUTEIH UMEIOT BO3-
MOXHOCTb MOJIHICATHCS HA Pa3IMYHbIC TAKETHI IPOTPaMM.

5. 1 cTyneHT, u yxke 2 rojia Noib3yr0Ch IEKTPOHHBIM Hay4YHBIM JKypPHAJIOM
TIPU MIO/ITOTOBKE K 3aHATHAM. 51 Tam MOry HalTH r000H Marepuai st y4eObl
W aKaJIeMHYECKOTo HccieoBanus. Tam oueHb ynoOHas 6a3a JaHHBIX U OMCKOBas
cucrema. Kak NOCTOSHHBIN NOAMUCYMK 5 TOTYYHI CKUKY Ha JOCTYI K PECYpCYy.
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Speaking Activities

1. Make up small talks in pairs or small groups on one of the topics
suggested:

a) printed press vs internet portals; b) traditional radio/TV vs digital ones;
c) official media vs bloggers.

2. Make up a group project (3-4 people in a group) of a kind of
digital media you would like to establish. While preparing mind the
following issues:

a) the target audience; b) sources of funding; c) structure; d) editing and
censorship; e) possibility of feedback; d) convenience of the use.

Part 3
WORLD INFORMATION AGENCIES

Reading Activities |
1. Read the following text. Be ready to complete the chart after it.

Leading World Information Agencies

News agency, also called press agency, press association, wire service,
or news service, organization that gathers, writes, and distributes news from
around a nation or the world to newspapers, periodicals, radio and television
broadcasters, government agencies, and other users. It does not generally
publish news itself but supplies news to its subscribers, who, by sharing costs,
obtain services they could not otherwise afford. All the mass media depend
upon the agencies for the bulk of the news, even including those few that have
extensive news-gathering resources of their own.

The news agency has a variety of forms. In some large cities, newspapers
and radio and television stations have joined forces to obtain routine coverage
of news about the police, courts, government offices, and the like. National
agencies have extended the area of such coverage by gathering and distributing
stock-market quotations, sports results, and election reports. A few agencies
have extended their service to include worldwide news. The service has grown
to include news interpretation, special columns, news photographs, audiotape
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recordings for radio broadcast, and often videotape or motion-picture film
for television news reports. Many agencies are cooperatives, and the trend
has been in that direction since World War I1. Under this form of organization,
individual members provide news from their own circulation areas to an agency
pool for general use. In major news centres the national and worldwide agencies
have their own reporters to cover important events, and they maintain offices
to facilitate distribution of their service.

In addition to general news agencies, several specialized services have
developed.In the United States alone these number well over 100, including
such major ones as Science Service, Religious News Service, Jewish Telegraphic
Agency, and News Election Service. Specialized services in other countries
include the Swiss Katholische Internationale Presseagentur, which reports news
of special interest to Roman Catholics, and the Star News Agency of Pakistan,
which supplies news of Muslim interest in English and Urdu.

The major press associations in the United States have expanded their service
to include entertainment features, and some feature syndicates provide straight
news coverage as a part of their service. The Newspaper Enterprise Association
distributes both news and features in the United States.

Despite the plethora of news services, most news printed and broadcast
throughout the world each day comes from only a few major agencies, the three
largest of which are the Associated Press in the United States, Reuters in Great
Britain, and Agence France-Presse in France. Only these and a few others have
the financial resources to station experienced reporters in all areas of the world
where news develops regularly (in order to ensure access to well-organized
transmission facilities) or to send them wherever news develops unexpectedly.
These agencies are also equipped to distribute the service almost instantaneously.

The world agencies have established a variety of relationships with other
agencies and with individual news media. Most of them purchase the news
services of national or local agencies to supplement news gathered by their
own staff representatives at key points. Reuters, like the Agence France-Presse,
supplies a worldwide news file to be distributed by some national agencies along
with their domestic news reports. The American services more often contract
to deliver their service directly to individual users abroad.

News agencies in communist countries had close ties to their national
governments. Each major communist country had its own national news
service, and each news service was officially controlled, usually by the minister
of information. TASS, the Soviet news agency, was the principal source of
world news for the Soviet Union and its allies; it also made Soviet Communist
Party policy known. Communist states outside the Soviet sphere, e.g., China
and Yugoslavia, had their own state news services, which were controlled
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in similar fashion. China’s Hsinhua, or New China News Agency, was the largest
remaining news agency in a communist country by the late 20th century.

Most other countries have one or more national news agencies. Some depend
on a common service, such as the Arab News Agency, which provides news
for several states in the Middle East. Others are national newspaper cooperatives,
such as the Ritzaus Bureau of Denmark, founded in 1866. A few, like the Agenzia
Nazionale Stampa Associata of Italy, have expanded coverage abroad in
a limited degree to supplement their domestic service but still depend on Reuters
and Agence France-Presse for much of their foreign news. Germany since 1949
has built Deutsche-Presse Agentur into one of the more important news agencies
in Europe, including extensive exchange with other national services. In Canada
the Canadian Press is a cooperative news agency with headquarters in Toronto.
The oldest and largest news agency operating exclusively in Britain is the Press
Association, founded by provincial newspapers on a cooperative basis in 1868.
It began active work on February 5, 1870, when the postal service took over
the private telegraph companies that had previously supplied the provincial papers
with news. It supplies news to all the London daily and Sunday newspapers,
provincial papers, and trade journals and other periodicals.

The ability to transmit news rapidly greatly increased during the 20th century.
Radioteleprinters that make possible fast automatic transmission of news
messages linked all major areas. Picture transmission by radio and high-fidelity
wires became well developed. From the major agencies, teletypesetter service,
pioneered by the Associated Press in 1951, was available to newspapers wishing
to have computerized typesetting done directly from news-service transmissions.
By the 21st century, most news agencies had moved the bulk of their operations
and transmission to computers.

(After https://www.britannica.com)

2. Complete the following chart according to the text.

Country Agency (-ies) Characteristics,
specialisation

Listening, Watching and Speaking Activities

1. Find official websites of a) the BBC; b) the Reuters Agency;
c) the Voice of America. Listen to and watch some news reports
presented. Deliver the information to the audience following the plan.

1. What happened?
2. When?
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3. Where?
4. Who was involved?
5. Outcomes / conclusion.

2. Find the Russian version of the BBC website. Compare it to
the British one. What differences can you find? What is the same?
Why do you think the information can differ? Explain your opinion.

3. Would you like to work for a news agency in the future? Why?
Why not?

Reading Activities Il

1. How do you understand the following quotation: “The more
politically polarized we are as a nation, the more we will witness
media fuel the opposing passions people have within the political
climate”.

Informed Consumption
of Increasingly Polarized Media Lies
in Viewers’ Hands

The evidence of political polarization has become increasingly prevalent,
as the political parties and debates surrounding the political environment that
dominate the United States are becoming more spread apart on the political
spectrum. It appears that no middle ground for ideological identifications exists
anymore.

As we are seeing changes in the context of political polarization, we can
assume that the media are also increasingly becoming more identifiable with
specific ideologies and parties that individuals identify with. Daily news outlets
have increased in numbers and tend to portray biased information to their
subjective audiences — the audience which appeals to how the news story is
framed based on the general perception of that political party.

A theoretical approach has been established as an attempt to understand why
individuals seek certain media and their uses of it. The Uses and Gratifications
Theory was described by one of its advocates, Jay G. Blumler, as the uses that
people make from mass media under their own circumstances for their own
gratifications. However, this theory doesn’t specifically describe the dynamic
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changes taking place between partisan polarization and social media. However,
this theory could potentially be applied to this phenomenon and attempt to explain
the communicative gratifications and circumstances in depth.

It is evident that since the establishment of social media, traditional sources
of media have diminished among users and news consumption. News information
is now more commonly observed through social media, and consumers obtain
their daily news from social networking. This type of news consumption has
allowed users, especially millennials, to customize their news consumption based
on their ideological preferences about political issues prevalent in the news.
Individuals can filter which outlets they wish to obtain information from.
Generally, people are filtering sources that represent or support their pre-existing
views of political issues and policy.

Millennials are significant to this observation because we are in a dynamic
stage of developing our ideological identifications and understandings of what
is happening in the world around us. The credible knowledge we are gaining
in the college environment enables us to change our pre-existing views, while
shaping the way we perceive issues. We also examine the types of solutions that
we evaluate as the most beneficial methods for alleviating political diversity and
issues. The social media platform of obtaining news is a significant factor to
the polarization of politics and framed media.

Using media that reflects our views gratifies our need to seek the reality that
others support our views and share similarities. But, in opposition, it is possible
that the increasing use of social media by news consumers for their ability to
customize and react to news information also causes increased polarization.

If we are not exposed to the other side of issues, how are we to find a middle
ground of ideological preferences or support? Individuals are only seeing framed
stories about issues that they relate to.

It is interesting that as society progresses through the modern era, our need to
satisfy our desires for confirmation bias is becoming more about how one would
prefer to see the problem, rather than observing it objectively. It’s not about what
we interpret, but how we want to interpret the message.

Media outlets are constantly emerging, each one seeming more polarized
than the last. Outlets such as TheBlaze, BuzzFeed, Salon, Breitbart and the like
are examples of the types of media becoming the primary sources of information
and news for the modern generation.

Should it be a concern that we are only interpreting media that is framed
subjectively? Or, is it beneficial that we are strengthening the abilities of news
consumers to control what they want to obtain from our news?
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The prevalence of these dynamic changes is only going to become more
extreme through time. The question is — how extreme can we potentially be?
The more politically polarized we are as a nation, the more we will witness
media fuel the opposing passions people have within the political climate.
Polarization and framed media will continuously feed from each other so long
as their audiences continue pursuing their outlets for information on daily news.
It’s an inevitable transparency. But how we interpret the world essentially lies
in our own hands.

(After http://www.collegiatetimes.com)

2. Do the following tasks.

1. What is the main idea of the text?
2. Summarize each paragraph in 1-3 sentences.
3. Express your own views on the problem raised in the text.

Writing Activities

Write an essay on one of the topics suggested.

1. Censorship and freedom of speech in a contemporary society.
2. Critical thinking as a key factor of distinguishing the truth from the lie
in media.

Speaking Activities

Act out the situations in pairs and in small groups.

1. One student is a journalist, the other is the editor-in-chief of a popular
digital magazine. The editor wants the journalist to publish the information that
is not all true.

2. The students are readers of a popular magazine publishing much intimate
information. Some of them like it, the others are totally against such interference
in private lives.
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Part 4
CHILDREN AND TELEVISION.
VISUAL MEDIA IN CLASS

Reading Activities
1. Read the following text and be ready to do the tasks after it.

TV's *Disastrous’ Impact on Children

Interview with Neil POSTMAN, professor of Communication, Art
and Sciences, New York University.

Q. Professor Postman, is television a good or bad influence on the way
children learn?

A. It’s turning out to be a disastrous influence, at least as far as we can
determine at present. Television appears to be shortening the attention span of
the young as well as eroding, to a considerable extent, their linguistic powers and
their ability to handle mathematical symbolism. Even more serious, in my view,
is that television is opening up all of society’s secrets and taboos, thus erasing
the dividing line between childhood and adulthood.

Q. Is television more pervasive in a child’s world than school?

A. Absolutely. I call television the “first curriculum” because of the amount
of attention our children give to it. By now, the basic facts are known by almost
everyone: between the ages of 6 and 18, the average child spends roughly 15,000
to 16,000 hours in front of a television set, whereas school probably consumes
no more than 13,000 hours.

Many parents, as well as educators, have the mistaken belief that television
is an “entertainment medium” in which little of enduring value is either taught
by or learned from it. Television has a transforming power at least equal to that
of the printing press and possibly as great as that of the alphabet itself.

0. How does TV hurt a child’s linguistic ability?

A. Television is essentially a visual medium. It shows pictures moving
very rapidly and in a very dynamic order. Although human speech is heard on
television, it is the picture that always contains the most important meanings.

Television can never teach what a medium like a book can teach, and yet
educators are always trying to pretend that they can use television to promote
the cognitive habits and the intellectual discipline that print promotes. In this
respect they will always be doomed to failure. Television is not a suitable
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medium for conveying ideas, because an idea is essentially language — words
and sentences.

The code through which television communicates — the visual image — is
accessible to everyone. Understanding printed words must be learned; watching
pictures does not require any learning.

As aresult, TV is a medium that becomes intelligible to children beginning at
about the age of 36 months. From this very early age on, television continuously
exerts influence.

I think it’s fair to say that TV, as a curriculum, moulds the intelligence and
character of youth far more than formal schooling. Beyond that, evidence is
accumulating that TV watching hurts academic performance. A recent California
Department of Education survey indicated that the more children sit in front of
the television, the worse they do on achievement-test scores.

0. Are you saying that television doesn’t allow a person to accumulate
knowledge based on past experiences?

A. That’s right. Language tends to be more abstract; it encourages the use
of imagination.

It is not true, as many insist that watching TV is a passive experience.
Anyone who has observed children watching television will know how foolish
that statement is. In watching TV, children have their emotions fully engaged.

I’m not criticizing television for that. I’'m saying that’s what television
does; that is the nature of the medium. Television, after all, does have a valuable
capacity to involve people emotionally in its pictures.

0. How does television affect interaction in the classroom?

A. Schools assume that there are some things you must know before you
can learn other things. They assume that not all things are as immediately
accessible as they are on television and that it takes hard work and lengthy
periods of study to attain many desirable things that are not immediately visible,
such as knowledge. The temptation is very great for teachers to substitute for
real learning something that’s fairly jazzy and that will immediately capture
the attention of kids.

I’m not saying that’s always bad, but it would be a mistake to allow that
strategy to dominate one’s thinking about teachings

0. Should teachers employ audio-visual aids that have a relationship to
television to enhance their instruction?

A. No. I’m against that for a couple of reasons. The most important is that
a high degree of visual stimulation, such as you get with these audio-visual
media, tends to distract attention away from language. I recently reviewed
some studies on the effects of illustrations in learning-to-read books, and
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the evidence is that the more illustrations in readers, the less well the students
learn the words.

I think this “hidden curriculum” runs through all the new media — television,
movies, video-tape and computerized video games. We become more sensitive
to visual representations and less to language. In an environment in which
nonlinguistic information is moved at the speed of light, in nonlogical patterns,
in vast and probably unassimilable quantities, the word and all it stands for loses
prestige, power and relevance.

2. Mark the following statements T (true) or F (false). Develop
the ideas you agree with.

1. Professor Postman believes that the influence of television on children is
disastrous.

2. Television is opening up all of society’s secrets and taboos.

3. Television is more important than school in child’s world.

4. Television is primarily an entertainment medium.

5. Television can hardly teach a child to think and convey ideas the way
print does.

6. Television is intelligible to many more people than the book.

7. On television the picture is far more important than the word.

8. Watching the TV is a passive experience.

9. Television stimulates learning by making it a pleasure.

10. The word and all it stands for loses prestige, power and relevance in

the audio-visual world.

Speaking Activities

1. Say if you agree with everything Professor Postman maintains in
his interview. Is television’s impact only disastrous? What advantages
of television do you see in educating children? Draw up a list of positive
influence of television on children. Here is something for a start:

1. TV involves viewers emotionally in its pictures and captures their
attention.

2. TV facilitates the child’s entrance into the world of the adult.

3. Seeing is the primary source of information and experience for a child.

2. Divide into two teams. Write down in two columns all positive
and negative effects TV can have. Organize a debate: pros and cons of TV.
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3. Make up presentations supported by multi-media on the following
topics.

1. Impact of the media on the young and teen-agers.
2. Social networking: socializing or waste of time?
3. Can on-line media and topical web-sites be trusted?

4. Run a role play according to the instructions below.

The National Television

Group 1. Audience

You are representatives of various social groups. You are not satisfied with
some things on TV. Choose the subject for each person.

1. You are a mother of a schoolboy. You complain that there are few
educational programs on TV. Your son comes home from school and watches
TV till the time you come back from work.

2. You are not satisfied with the news and analytical programs.

3. You are a student. You would like to watch more music and sports
programs on TV.

4. You do not like the quality of entertaining programs on TV. You think they
are much worse than their foreign analogies. You would like to see smth original.
5. You are complaining on a great number of commercial breaks on TV.

6. You do not like the quality of films broadcast by TV (much violence and
sex, many soap operas, few documentaries and good series etc).

7. If you look through the TV guide you can seldom find anything to your
choice. The guide is very much alike every day. Very few family programs.

Group 2. The National TV

Respond to the questions of Group 1. Remember that you are not only to
cater for all interests, but to keep to certain rules and standards (i.e. not always
agree to change smth. Prove your views.

Group 1. Audience

You are representatives of various social groups. You are not satisfied with
some things on TV. Choose the subject for each person.

1. You are a mother of a schoolboy. You complain that there are few
educational programs on TV. Your son comes home from school and watches
TV till the time you come back from work.

2. You are not satisfied with the news and analytical programs.

3. You are a student. You would like to watch more music and sports
programs on TV.
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4. You do not like the quality of entertaining programs on TV. You think
they are much worse than their foreign analogies. You would like to see smth
original.

5. You are complaining on a great number of commercial breaks on TV.

6. You do not like the quality of films broadcast by TV (much violence
and sex, many soap operas, few documentaries and good series etc).

7. If you look through the TV guide you can seldom find anything to your
choice. The guide is very much alike every day. Very few family programs.

Group 2. Board of Directors of the National TV

Respond to the questions of Group 1. Remember that you are not only
to cater for all interests, but to keep to certain rules and standards (i.e. not always
agree to change smth. Prove your views.



CHAPTERII
EDUCATION

Part 1
IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION

Reading Activities
What People Think about Education

1. Read what people think about the role of education in
contemporary society. What thoughts match / don’ t match your
views? What do the interviewees find to be more important: a diploma
or job experience? Find the sentences proving their views.

Complete the following chart.

Development of a personality

Benefit of a society

Career ladder and well-being

Fabiola R Read, Student

Education is necessary, while provisions of food, shelter, and healthcare are
all necessary for alleviating poverty in the developing world, the most sustainable
way to help a community improve its standard of life in the long run is to provide
education for its residents. Educated people are more aware of health issues, they
farm more effectively, and they can begin to help others around them.

Aman Goel, Knows both the importance of education and the money
required to get it
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Primary education is the key to develop a student’s mind and abilities.
To make him ready for higher education. To install some values in him.
To develop his/her 1Q. And many things. Higher education makes people ready
to fight on a professional front. To work for the better future of oneself, economy,
society. You have a destination to reach.

Scott Powell, Wrote apps for the Apple in junior high school. Majored in
soviet studies in college. Started in content management

As an applicant, especially early in your career, a college degree can help you
pass a critical litmus for getting an interview. More important is what did you put
into your degree? Did you earn good grades, participate, distinguish yourself in
any way, choose a challenging major? Your degree is just an entry on a resume.
To get the job, you need to “show” that experience in the interview as well. If you
are applying for a software development job and did well in school but display no
curiosity or passion for programming, you won’t do well in an interview. (I ask
every candidate what kind of software they write in their spare time. And I won’t
hire someone who doesn’t write software in their spare time...they frankly don’t
love it enough). But I’ve hired people without college degrees when I could see
their potential and thought process. So the degree isn’t a requirement — a solid
thought process is — but it does make it easier to get through the door.

Bart Loews, Parenting; Programming; Fitness

Education gets you a job. Education keeps your job, but a job feeds you.
For some people education is their job. Even manual labor requires education. It
might not be formal book work, but I guarantee you throw a random physicist it
programmer into an unfinished house and tell them to finish it they wouldn’t know
where to begin. Education is essential, jobs are essential. There is no dichotomy.

lan Rose

In almost every walk of life, experience outweighs education tenfold.
Certainly professionally I’ve worked with plenty of people and almost universally
the far more capable colleagues have been the ones with lots of experience and no
degree or professional qualifications, rather than the other way around. Academic
study is a terrific enabler up to a point but there are plenty of “overqualified”
people with higher degrees around for a very good reason. However you have to
admit that it’s often much harder to get that experience without a good education.
That’s one more reason why education is so important: it doesn’t just give you the
skills to learn valuable skills later in life, it reassures those in a position to offer
you valuable and useful experience that it’s worth the risk taking you on in the
first place. I ask you this: if admitted to hospital requiring emergency attention
and there’s only one person available to treat you, would you rather they were
someone who’s seen and treated similar cases many times before, or a star student
who knows the theory but has not treated anyone yet? Experience every time.

(After https://www.quora.com)

28



Speaking Activities

1. Exchange opinions in small groups or pairs.

1. What are your views on the issue?
2. What are your views on education?

2. Make up a short presentation in class on the topic “My views
on education”. Mind the following issues: a) personal development,
b) practical application of theoretical knowledge; c) career prospects;
d) social status; d) salary.

Part 2
EDUCATION IN GREAT BRITAIN

Reading Activities

Schools in Great Britain

1. Read the text about the school system of Great Britain. Write
out the words written in bold so as to make up your active vocabulary.
Be ready to do the tasks after the text.

The Children’s education in England is normally divided into two separate
stages. They begin with primary education at the age of five and this usually
lasts until they are eleven. Then they move to secondary school, there they stay
until they reach sixteen, seventeen or eighteen years of age. The main categories
of school are:

e local authority maintained schools (State Schools) Free to all children
between the ages of 5-16;

e independent schools (Private / Public Schools) Parents pay for their
children’s’ education.

All children in England between the ages of 5 and 16 are entitled to a free
place at a state school.

Most state schools have to follow the national curriculum. The most common
ones are:

1) community schools, controlled by the local council and not influenced by
business or religious groups;
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2) foundation schools and voluntary schools, which have more freedom to
change the way they do things than community schools;

3) academies, run by a governing body, independent from the local council —
they can follow a different curriculum;

4) grammar schools, run by the council, a foundation body or a trust — they
select all or most of their pupils based on academic ability and there is often
an exam to get in.

Twelve million children attend about 40.000 schools in Britain. There
are many children who attend a nursery school from the age of 3, but it is not
compulsory. In nursery schools they learn some elementary things such as
numbers, colours, and letters. Apart from that, babies play, have lunch and sleep
there. Whatever they do, there is always someone keeping an eye on them.

Compulsory education begins at the age of 5 when children go to primary
school. Primary education lasts for 6 years. It is divided into two periods:
infant schools (pupils from 5 to 7 years old) and junior schools (pupils from 7
to 11 years old). In infant schools children don’t have real classes. They mostly
play and learn through playing. It is the time when children just get acquainted
with the classroom, the blackboard, desks and the teacher. But when pupils
are 7, real studying begins. They don’t already play so much as they did it in
infant school. Now they have real classes, when they sit at desks, read, write
and answer the teacher’s questions.

Compulsory secondary education begins when children are 11 or 12
and lasts for 5 years. Secondary school is traditionally divided into 5 forms:
a form to each year. Children study English, Mathematics, Science, History, Art,
Geography, Music, a Foreign language and have lessons of Physical training.
Religious education is also provided. English, Mathematics and Science are
called “core” subjects. At the age of 7,11 and 14 pupils take examinations in
the core subjects.

After five years of secondary education, at the age of 16, pupils take
the General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) examination. When
they are in the third or in the forth form, they begin to choose their exam subjects
and prepare for them.

After finishing the fifth form pupils can make their choice: they may either
leave school and go to a Further Education College or continue their education
in the sixth form. Those who stay at school after GCSE, study for 2 more years
for “A” (Advanced) Level Exams in two or three subjects which is necessary
to get a place at one of British universities.

(After http://projectbritain.com,
http://www.alleng.ru/engl-top/648.htm)
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2. Write out the types of schools and other education
establishments.

3. Complete the following chart.

Stage of school education Description and basic skills acquired

Vocabulary Practice

1. Give the definitions to the following words and word
combinations:

independent system of education; decentralized system; tuition fee;
timetable; headteacher / headmaster; self-governing school; compulsory subjects;
primary school; comprehensive school; elementary school; high school; school
certificate; extracurricular activities; vocational training; national curriculum.

2. Give the antonyms to the following words and word
combinations:

independent school; comprehensive school; prestigious; compulsory subjects;
curricular activities; to study free of charge; to graduate from the university.

3. Translate the following sentences into English.

1. AnHa BeIHYAEHA ObUTa OTAAaTh peOCHKA B SICHHM, TaK Kak e HaJxo OBLIO
BBIXOIUTH Ha padotry. OHa OThasa JOYKY B YaCTHBIC, @ HE B TOCYIapCTBCHHBIC
SICJIH, HECMOTPS Ha BBICOKYIO ITIATY.

2. 51 xopo1mo MOMHIO CBOH JIETCKHUH caf. Y Hac ObLIa O9eHb 100past BOCIIH-
tarenpHUIA. OHA 00yJasia HaC OCHOBAM YTCHHMS, TMChbMa U apU(PMETHKH B UTPO-
BOM (popme. MBI MHOTO Urpaji, HaM YUTAJIN CKa3KH.

3. B Bemapycu He cymiecTByeT He3aBUCUMOM CHCTEMBI 0Opa3oBanus. [axke
YaCTHBIC TIKOJIBI TIOMYIHSIOTCS TOCYIapCTBEHHON IPOTpaMMe M CTaHIapTaM.

4. O6mee oOpa3oBaHHE B HAIICH cTpaHe ABIsAETCA 00s3aTenbHBIM. OOyde-
HHE IPOXOIUT B rpymnmax 1o 40 uenoBek, KOTOpble Ha3bIBalOTCs Kiaccamu. B Ha-
YaJIbHOW TIKOJIC OOJIBITUHCTBO MPEIMETOB BEICT OJIFH YUUTECIb.

5. MuHHCTEpCTBO 00pa30BaHUs MEHSAET TOCYIApCTBCHHBIC YISOHBIE MPO-
TpaMMBI KaKBIH TO/I, HO OT 3TOTO JACTH HE CTAIM YUIUTHCS JTydIe. YPOBEHb 00-
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pa30BaHMA C KaKIBIM TOIOM CHIKAETCS, a TOKA3aTeNN yCIIeBAeMOCTH 3a4acTyIo
BbILIC, YEM pC€aJIbHBIC 3HAHUA yUalllUXCA.

6. UToOBI MOCTYIIUTH B YHUBEpCHTET B Pecniyonuke benapych, HeoOXoaumo
HaOpaTh OTpeNeIeHHOE KOJTMYSCTBO OAJUIOB 10 pe3yibTaTaM TPeX SK3aMEHOB
U cpeqHero O6ajuia arTecrara.

7. B PecniyoOnuke benapych 1mkosibHasi cucrema pasjesieHa Ha HauyallbHYIo,
0a30By10 U cpeaHioro mKoiy. [Tocie momydenus 6a30Boro oOpa3oBaHUs MOKHO
MEPEUTH B CTAPIIYO IIKOIY JTHOO BHIOpATh MpodeccHoHaIbHOe 00pa3oBaHue,
KOTOPOE MPE/ICTABIECHO KOJUIC/DKAMH 1 JIULIESMH.

8. B mkone BHUMaHUE yICISICTCS HE TOINBKO YUYCOHBIM JHCIHMILIAHAM,
HO M BHEYYCOHO AeSTENEHOCTH. YYalnuecst MOTYT MOCEIIaTh Pa3IniHbIe KPyXK-
KH ¥ CEKIIMH, YCTPAUBaTh KOHIIEPTHI M CIICKTAKIIH, IIPHHAMATh YIACTHC B BOJIOH-
TEPCKOH AEATEIBHOCTH.

Self-study Activities.
Listening Activities

1. Listen to and watch the presentation called “An Introduction
to Sevenoaks School” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
fXg29z8mC08. Answer the following questions.

1. How old is the Sevenoaks School? How many students study there? What
reputation does it have?

2. What kind of things do the students appreciate most of all?

3. What mission do the staff see in the school? What objectives do they try
to achieve?

4. What can you say about the school facilities?

5. What can you say about the boarding house?

6. What can you say about the students’ involvement in the life of local
communities in other countries? Why is it important?

2. Listen to and watch the presentation called “Sevenoaks School -
Boarding Life” at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9_-HZJIDdY.
What do the students say about a) communication; b) meals; c) extra
curricular activities? Note down the answers.

3. Listen to and watch the presentation called “Sevenoaks
School - Life in the Sixth Form” at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=iPomyGcwsQM. What do the students say about
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a) the academic process and its international nature; b) research
activities and subjects; c) extra curricular activities; d) contribution
to a local society? Note down the answers.

Speaking Activities

—

. Answer the following questions.

. When do British boys and girls begin to go to school?

. What subjects do they study at school?

. How long does secondary education last?

. What subjects are called “core” subjects?

. At what age do children have their exams?

. What are the differences between the types of schools in the UK?
. What can you say about the reputation of the British education?

. What can you say about boarding schools in the UK?

0 N N L AW~

2. Do you remember your school years? What were you doing
at different stages? Share your memories with your group mates.

3. What did you like and what did not about your school years?
What were your favourite subjects? Share your memories with your
group mates.

Writing Activities

Write an essay on the topic “The Role of Education in a Person’ s
Life”. Try to cover the following points.

1. Development of a personality.

2. Benefit of a society.

3. Career ladder and well-being.

4. Things at school appreciated by students.

5. Values and skills developed at schools appreciated by teachers.
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Part 3
AMERICAN SCHOOL
AND EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Vocabulary Focus

1. Learn terminology differences, school governance
and organisation, types of schools, grade levels and assessment.
As you research US schools, you should note the following differences
in terminology between the US and UK.

Public school: Type of school in the US, which is state-funded.

Grade: Used in the US both to describe a mark earned or year in school (see
table below for conversions).

Report card: Document given to each student by the school, listing his / her
marks (grades) at the end of a quarter, semester or year.

Transcript: An official document produced by the school listing the classes
completed by the student, his / her marks (grades), GPA (grade point average),
class rank and /or academic honours.

High school diploma: Certificate awarded upon completion of high school,
rather than a particular qualification as in the UK.

Grade Point Average: A numerical average of the final grades US students
receive for their classes. More information on calculating a GPA can be found in
the undergraduate study section of this website.

Admissions tests: The SAT (pronounced S-A-T) and ACT (pronounced
A-C-T) are US university admissions exams. Though the exact terminology
varies by state, “end-of-course” exams are standardised exams set by the state at
the end of a particular year of school. These exams are somewhat akin to the UK
SATs, GCSEs and A-levels. However, they are offered on a state-by-state basis
and may not have any bearing on your child’s GPA.

Reading Activities
1. Read the text about the school system of the USA. Write out

the words written in bold so as to make up your active vocabulary.
Be ready to do the tasks after the text.
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The Educational Structure in the USA

Types of Schools

As in the UK, there are both state-funded (public) schools and privately-
funded (private) schools.

Public schools (state-funded) provide free education for students who live
in the local area and are funded by local taxes and funding from the state and
federal governments. About 85-90 % of students in the US attend public schools.

Most commonly, students in the public school system will attend the local
school assigned to them by their school district. However, some districts provide
magnet (specialised), charter and international schools, to which students may
apply. Due to this system, families often take into account the assigned schools
for particular neighbourhoods when choosing a new area in which to live.

Private schools charge a fee for attendance and may have a smaller
student population than public schools. They are often governed by a private
board and subsequently are often not subject to regulations on curriculum
or teaching qualifications set by the state. About 10 % of students in the US
attend private schools.

Primary and secondary school

Prior to higher education, American students attend primary and secondary
school for a combined total of 12 years. These years are referred to as the first
through twelfth grades.

Around age six, U.S. children begin primary school, which is most
commonly called “elementary school”. They attend five or six years and then
go onto secondary school.

Secondary school consists of two programs: the first is “middle school”
or “junior high school” and the second program is “high school”. A diploma
or certificate is awarded upon graduation from high school. After graduating high
school (12th grade), U.S. students may go on to college or university. College
or university study is known as “higher education”.

Grading system

Just like American students, you will have to submit your academic
transcripts as part of your application for admission to university or college.
Academic transcripts are official copies of your academic work. In the U.S.
this includes your “grades” and “grade point average” (GPA), which are
measurements of your academic achievement. Courses are commonly graded
using percentages, which are converted into letter grades.
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Academic year

The school calendar usually begins in August or September and continues
through May or June. The majority of new students begin in autumn, so it is
a good idea for international students to also begin their U.S. university studies
at this time. There is a lot of excitement at the beginning of the school year and
students form many great friendships during this time, as they are all adjusting
to a new phase of academic life. Additionally, many courses are designed for
students to take them in sequence, starting in autumn and continuing through
the year.

The academic year at many schools is composed of two terms called
“semesters”. (Some schools use a three-term calendar known as the
“trimester” system.) Still, others further divide the year into the quarter system
of four terms, including an optional summer session. Basically, if you exclude
the summer session, the academic year is either comprised of two semesters
or three quarter terms.

Assessment

Unlike in the UK, there is no national curriculum, and therefore US schools
do not prepare students for national examinations such as the GCSEs, Highers,
AS or A-levels. Rather students work toward completing a high school diploma
(the requirements for which are set by each state), and are assessed for university
entry based on GPA, class rank within the year group, rigour of classes taken
(AP, honours, regular) and admissions tests. Students are generally assessed
continually throughout the semester via a combination of tests, mid-term / final
exams, essays, quizzes, homework assignments, classroom participation, group
work, projects and attendance. This assessment culminates with a final “grade”
for each course awarded at the end of the semester.

Marks can be given as letters (A+, A, B+, B, etc.), or as numbers out of 100 %.

Generally the student’s parents are sent a “report card” indicating the grades
earned in each subject at the end of a quarter, semester or year. The student’s
overall academic history is recorded in a transcript which is later requested by
universities seeking to evaluate the student. A “transcript” is an official document
produced by the school listing the classes completed by the student, his / her
marks (grades), GPA (grade point average), class rank and / or academic honours.

Extra Curricular Activities

Almost every high school in the U.S. offers some type of extracurricular
activity, such as music, academic clubs, and sports. These activities offer
opportunities for students to learn the values of teamwork, individual and group

36



responsibility, physical strength and endurance, competition, diversity, and
a sense of culture and community. Extracurricular activities provide a channel
for reinforcing the lessons learned in the classroom, offering students the
opportunity to apply academic skills in a real-world context, and are thus
considered part of a well-rounded education. Recent research suggests that
participation in extracurricular activities may increase students’ sense of
engagement or attachment to their school, and thereby decrease the likelihood of
school failure and dropping out (Lamborn et al, 1992; Finn, 1993). If, indeed,
participation in extracurricular activities can lead to success in school, then
the availability of these activities to students of all backgrounds becomes
an important equity issue. This issue brief examines the relationship between
extracurricular participation and student engagement in school using data from
1992 public high school seniors in the National Education Longitudinal Study
(NELS). The brief also explores whether the availability of these activities varies
according to school characteristics, and whether participation differs according
to student background and school setting.
(After https://www.studyusa.com,
http://www.fulbright.org.uk, https://nces.ed.gov)

2. Complete the following chart according to the text.

Types of schools

Stages

Assessment peculiarities

Extra Curricular Activities

Vocabulary Practice
1. Define the following words and word-combinations:

public school; private school; private board; elementary school; middle
school; junior high school; higher education; grade; grade point average; academic
achievement; semesters; national curriculum; admissions test; attendance;
extracurricular activity; well-rounded education; students of all backgrounds.

2.Translate the sentences from Russian into English.

1. Ecnm mkommsHOE 00pa3oBaHme He OyJeT GHHAHCHPOBATHCS TOCYIapCTBOM,
OHO CTaHET HeJJOCTYIHBIM /ISl IETeH U3 MatooOecnedeHHbIX CeMEH.

37



2. B namreii ctpane ob6paszoBarenbHbIe TPOIPaMMBbI M CTAHAPThI MEHSITUCH
HECKOJIBKO Pa3 3a MocleHue 25 JeT, Ho HU ofHa pedopMa He Oblia TOBEeIeHA
JIO KOHIIA.

3. B CHIA y9amuecs CpeHHX IIKOJI TOTyYaroT JOMAITHNE 33JaHHS HE TOMNb-
KO B T€UCHHE Y4eOHOTO roa, HO M Ha JICTHUE KAaHUKYJIBI.

4. Axagemmueckas ycreBaemocTs B mkoinax CIIA orenmBaercs He B 9HC-
JIOBBIX, a B OyKBEHHBIX Oasurax. Eciu yuyeHUK U3 Apyrou CTpaHbI MOCTYIACT
B aMEpPUKAHCKYIO IIKOIY, OH MPOXOJUT BCTYNMHUTEIbHOE TECTUPOBAHUE, a €TO
0ayTel B YHMCIIOBOM BBIPAXXCHHH TEPEBOAATCS B COOTBETCTBYIOIINE OYKBEH-
HbIe OaJljIbI.

5. HlkonbHuku B KaHaje oneHUBAIOTCS OCTOSIHHO BO BpEMsl 3aHSITHUH,
HO UTOTOBYIO OTMETKY Y3HAIOT TOJILKO B KOHIIE UeTBepTH (cemecTpa). B ormer-
Ky BXOIUT HE TOJIEKO BBITIOJTHEHHE KOHTPOIBHBIX padoT, HO U padoTa B TPyMIax,
AKTHUBHOCTH Ha 3aHATHAX, yYACTHE B IIPOCKTAX U MOCEIIaeMOCTb.

6. BHeyueOHas IesITeIbHOCTh BHOCHT pa3HO00pa3ue U JyX COPCBHOBATEIIb-
HOCTH B IIKOJILHYIO PYTHHY, Pa3BUBACT (U3UUCCKYIO CHIIY U BBIHOCIHBOCTb, I10-
MOTaeT IPUMEHSATH yueOHbIC HABBIKK B KOHTEKCTE PEAIbHON JKU3HH, TTOOIIPSET
HWHTEpeC K BCECTOPOHHEMY 00pa30BaHUIO, CHIDKACT BEPOATHOCTh TOTO, UTO yda-
LIUIACS BBITIAJICT U3 IIKOJILHOM KU3HU I OYJICT YyBCTBOBATh CE0sI HEYJAYHHKOM.

Listening Activities

Listen to an ad at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Z43M80oNDhLI called “Extra curricular - 5.1 Do I need extra
curricular activities? | MS Admissions | Reachlvy” and complete the
following chart.

Motives for ECA
Examples of ECA

Writing Activities

Write down a short essay on the importance of extra-curricular
activities. Try to cover the following points.

1. Motives for ECA.
2. Examples of ECA.
3. Contribution to local communities.
4. Your personal experience of ECA.
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Speaking Activities

Role Play
A Dream School

Idea. The local authorities are to open an innovation secondary school
in your area. They are to consider two projects and chose the better one.
The students are to divide into 3 teams: a) School 1; b) School 2; 3) Experts.

Tasks for “School” groups. Make up presentations of your schools
supported by multimedia presentations. Distribute the role types and focus on
a) type of school; b) stages of education and the age of students; ¢) assessment;
d) curriculum; e) extra curricular activities; f) location; g) boarding; h) sources
of funding.

Tasks for “experts” groups. Distribute the role types. Define the list of the
requirements to the schools. Set up the criteria. Assess each project using good
arguments and chose the better one.

Part 4
SCHOOL EDUCATION IN THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS:
SPEAKING ABOUT YOUR COUNTRY’S REALITIES

Self-study Activities

1. Using a dictionary, find the equivalents to the following
vocabulary units:

HOPMaTHUBHO-IIPABOBOM aKT; MPEEMCTBEHHOCTh OOyUEHHS; TPUBUBATH MH-
Tepec K 3HAHUSAM; CIICIHMATIbHOCTh; 03 oTphiBa OT 00yueHus; [1TVY; nureii; Tex-
HUKYM; peleHue mpodieM; oTpadboTars 1o pachpeneineHuro; 10-0amipHas cu-
cTeMa OIEHKU 3HAHUM.

2. Translate the sentences from Russian into English.

1. CtpykTypa HaIlMOHAJBHOW CUCTeMBI 00pa3oBanus Oasupyercs Ha KoH-
ctutynun Pecniy6onuku benapycs n qpyrux HOpMaTUBHO-IIPABOBBIX akTax. [a-
PaHTHPYeTCs IPEEMCTBEHHOCTh BceX (hopM 00yUeHHsI.

2. OCHOBHOI I1€/TBI0 HAYAIBHOTO 00pa30BaHUS SBISCTCS IPUBUTHE HHTEpE-
Ca K MOJYyYEeHHUIO HOBBIX 3HAHUM.

3. B HexoTopbIx ropoaax Pecny6nuku benapych ydeHHUKH cpefHei IKOIbI
MOTYT MOJIYYUTh PabOUyIO CIICIMATBHOCTE O3 OTPHIBA OT MIKOJIBHOTO O0YYIEHUS.
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4. ITpodeccroHaNbHO-TEXHUYECKOE 00pazoBaHue oOecreunBaeT nmpuoodpe-
TEHHE PO ECCHOHATBFHBIX 3HAHUH, YMEHUH U HABBIKOB.

5. K yupexneHusiM mpoQecCHOHATFHO-TEXHIHYECKOTO 00pa30BaHusl OTHO-
CATCs HpO(beCCI/IOHaHbHO-TeXHl/I'{eCKI/Ie yuujiuiia, HpO(i)eCCI/IOHaHbH])Ie JINLCH,
a Taxke MPo(heCcCHOHATBHO-TEXHUYECKHE KOJIICKH.

6. B 2002 rony B bemapycu Oputa BBeneHa 10-6amipHas cucTeMa OICHKH
3HAHUU.

7. BbIITyCKHHUKH, OJIy4YHBIIHE 00pa30BaHUE 3a CYET CPE/ICTB OO/pKeTa, 00s-
3aHBI 0TPabOTaTh MO pacIpe/eIICHHIO.

Reading Activities

Read the following information about the system of school
education in Belarus and be ready to do the tasks that follow.

Cucrema o0pa3oBanus
B Pecny6sinke Benapych

CTpyKTypa HaIlMOHAIFHON CHCTEMBI 00pa3oBaHus Oaszupyercs Ha KoHcTH-
Tyuuu Pecnyomuku benapych i Ipyrux HOpMaTHBHO-IIPABOBBIX akTax. [ apaH-
THUPYETCs PABEHCTBO BCEX TPaKIaH B IMOMYUCHUN 00pa30BaHMs, SIHCTBO 00pa-
30BaTeIbHBIX CHCTEM W PEEMCTBEHHOCTh BCeX OPM OOyICHUS.

OxapakTepru3yeM OCHOBHBIC CTYIIEHH 00pa30BaHUsI.

JomkogabHOe 00pa3oBaHue (SICITH, TETCKUE canpl). B meTckux camax pas-
BHBAIOT HAOIONATEIEHOCTD W JIF0003HATENIFHOCTh MaJbIIIeH, yJaT IPaBUIEHO
TOBOPHUTH U CTPOUTH JTMHHBIC MPEIUIOKCHUS ISl BEIPAYKCHUS CBOMX MBICIICH,
MIPUBUBAIOT KYJIBTYpY 0OIIeHus. Bocnmrarenu qomKHbI HAyIUTh JETOK OPUCHTH-
pOoBaThCsS BO BPEMEHH U IMPOCTPAHCTBE, pa3INdyaTh BpEMEHA TOa M THU HECITH.
PebsAT mprydaroT K MOpsAKY U TPy, TPUBUBAIOT JIF00OBE K PoamHe 1 OepeskHOe
OTHOIICHUE K OKPY’KAIOIMIEMy MUPY, Y9aT HAIaXHBATh KOHTAKT C HE3HAKOMBIMU
JIeTbMU. B eTcKkux camaX rpaMOTHBIC TICHXOJIOTH M KBATA(UIIMPOBAHHBIC BpadH
BHUMATEJIBHO CIIE/IAT 32 30POBhEM KaKIOTO PEOCHKA W €T0 MCUXUICCKUM CO-
cTostHEeM. YacTHBIE JETCKUE CaIUKH MPEUIaraloT TOTOTHUTEIHHOE MYy3BIKAIb-
HOe 00pa3oBaHMe U 00yYCHNE HHOCTPAHHOMY SI3BIKY.

HauasnsHoe u o01mee 6a3oBoe o0pa3oBanHue (Ha 6a3e 9 KiaccoB cpemgHen
mkoiel). HaunnaeTcs ¢ 6 set. HaganbHbIH 1 0a30BBIN TAIbI SBISIOTCS 005132~
TenpbHBIMU. OCHOBHAS €T HAYAIFHOTO 00pa30BaHUS — MPUBUTHE WHTEpECa
K TIOJTyYeHHIO HOBBIX 3HaHMH. OOy4eHHE IPOXOINUT HA JIBYX S3BIKAX — PYCCKOM
1 0eIopycCcKOM, HO €CTh U IIKOJIBI, TJIe TIPETI0JaBaHNe BEACTCS UCKITIOUUTEIIEHO
Ha pomHOM s3bike. C TpeThero Kiacca B MIKOJIBHYIO IPOTPaMMy BBOIUTCS HHO-
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CTPaHHBIN SA3BIK. ITO MOXKET OBITh aHTIUHCKUH, PPAHITy3CKUN WM HEMEIKHUI.
OcHoBHas Harpy3Kka HAYMHACTCS B IIATOM KiIacce. BBOISTCS HOBBIC TUCITHILIH-
HBL: (PH3HKA, TCOMETPUS, XUMUSL, anredpa. V3ydeHre HHOCTPaHHBIX S3BIKOB IPO-
XOJMT Ha MPOJIBUHYTOM ypoBHe. boJblioe BHUMaHue yaenseTcs: (PU3nuecKoit
moAroToBke aeTe. LIIkoTbHBIe CTaIMOHBI BO BCEX YUPEKICHUSAX COOTBETCTBYIOT
MEKIyHapOIHBIM HOpMaM Oe30MacHOCTH U caHuTapun. OOpa3oBaHue B CpeqHEn
IIIKOJIC SIBJISICTCSI OCCILIATHBIM.

Oobmiee cpennee (Ha 6aze 11 kimaccoB), HaYaAbHOE NPOdeccHOHATbHOe
(IITY, nmunen), cpeaHee cnenuaabHoe (TEXHUKYMBI, KOJUISIDKN). B cpedneti wiko-
Jle CTapIIEKIACCHUKOB TOTOBST K TIOCTYIUICHHUIO B BY3, H IIporpaMma 00ydeHHUs
CTPOUTCS B 3aBUCIMOCTH OT BEIOPAHHOTO HAIIPABJICHUS. B HEKOTOPHIX ropoaax
benapycu yueHHKH cpeaHeil MIKOIbI MOTYT MOJYYHTh Pa00UYIO CIIEIHaIbHOCTh
6e3 OTpBIBa OT HIKOJILHOTO 00y4YeHMs (TIOBap, MapuKMaxep, 03eICHUTENb U 1p.).
Cpednee cneyuanvhoe 00pa30BaHNE HANPABICHO Ha MOMYYCHHE CIICIIHATEHON
TEOPETHYCCKOM U MPAKTUICCKOM MTOJrOTOBKH, 3aBEPIIACTCS IPUCBOCHUEM KBa-
nudUKaIKKU CrienralucTa Co CPEAHNUM ClelMalIbHBIM 00pa3oBaHHEM, pabouero
CO CPEIHUM CIICIAIFHBIM 00pa30BaHUEM. Y UPekKICHHUEM CPEIHETO CIeIHalb-
HOTO 00pa30BaHUs ABISACTCS KOIUICK. [Ipogheccuonanvro-mexnuueckoe obpa-
306anue obecrieunBaeT NprUoOpeTeHne Npo(ecCHOHANBHBIX 3HAHUH, YMEHUH
1 HaBBIKOB, HCOOXOMUMBIX [UISI PHUCBOCHHMS KBATU(UKAIIMN Pab0OYHX U CITyxKa-
mmx. K yapexneHusmM nmpodeccrHoHaIbHO-TEXHIUECKOT0 00pa3oBaHus OTHO-
cATCS PO ECCHOHANTFHO-TEXHIUSCKUE YUMIIHIIA, TIPo(ecCHOHATbHEIC JTHIIECH,
a TaKke Mpo(ecCHOHATPHO-TEXHUIECKHIE KOJIICKH.

BeiryckHUKH TIPO(heCCHOHANBHO-TEXHUUECKHUX YUPEXKICHUH, Oy YHBIINE
o0pa3zoBaHMe 3a CYET CPEACTB OIOKeTa, 00s3aHbBI OTPA0OTATh IO pachpeaesne-
HUIO OJIWH TOJI, BBIITYCKHUKH CPETHUX CIICIHATHHBIX U BBICIIUX YUPEIKICHUN
oOpa3oBaHms — JBa roja. LleHa turaTHOTO BBICIIET0 00pa30BaHUS HAa OTICIIb-
HBIX CHEIHMAIbHOCTIX qocturia B 2012 romy 12 mutH pyOiieit B roj U poaosi-
JKajta pacTH.

B 2002 roxy B benapycu Opiia BBezieHa 10-0armipHas cucTeMa OLIEHKH 3Ha-
HUH B CPETHUX IIKOJIAX, TPOPECCHOHAITBHO-TEXHIYCCKUX YICOHBIX 3aBEICHH-
X, CCy3axX W By3aX B3aMeH 5-0aJUIbHOW CHCTEMbI, TPAIUIIMOHHON AJIsl MTOCT-
coBeTckux pecnyonuk. Onenka 10 mpenmonaraer cBoOOIHOE ONEPUPOBAHNE
MPOTPaMMHBIM yUEOHBIM MaTepHajoM Pa3IUYHON CTEHCHH CIOKHOCTH C HC-
MOJIb30BAaHUEM CBEICHUU W3 APYTUX YUCOHBIX KYPCOB U JUCIMILINH; YMCHUC
OCO3HaHHO W ONEPATHBHO TPaHC(HOPMUPOBATH MOIYUYCHHBIC 3HAHHS IS Pe-
[ICHHUS MPoOJIeM B HECTAHIAPTHBIX CUTYALUAX; IPOSBICHUE [[EJICyCTPEMIICH-
HOCTH, OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, TTO3HABATEIFHON aKTHBHOCTH, TBOPYECKOTO OTHO-
IICHUS K YICHHUIO.

41



Speaking Activities

1. Using your active vocabulary from the previous topics,
summarize the information about school education in the Republic of
Belarus by rendering the text from Russian into English.

2. Read the conversation. Compare your school memories with
those of Natalia. Do you agree with her views on modern school
education?

— Do you remember your school years, Natalia?

—Of course I do! I used to live in a small town at that time, but we had a very
advanced school, fully compatible with the standards of the time.

— You must have good memories of your primary school.

— Strange as it may seem, but my primary school used to be rather
controversial. On the one hand, it was the beginning of something new, but on
the other one it taught us the first lesson of injustice.

— Injustice?!

— Yeah. Our first teacher used to be very... biased and corrupted. Some
parents brought her very good presents, and in this way their children turned
out to enter the “top list”. The others understood it very quickly: school progress
could be easily “purchasable” and life is not fair. We were small but not stupid
to realize the truth, you know. It was too harsh for our age.

— Oh, no!

— Everything changed in junior school. Very professional teachers came.
Practically all of them. They managed to provide us with good systematic
knowledge in a very timely manner. For instance, we had only two classes of
English a week, but we were better at it than modern school-children are. The
same was with Maths, Russian etc. Now I watch my children do their home works
and see neither logics nor reason in what they are doing. There’ s hardly any
explanation of what it is all for... Piles of work resulting in a number of mistakes.

— You see such a great difference, don’ t you? Can you see any reason of it?

— You know, I was studying at a Soviet school, now worldly recognized
as one of the best systems. We were trained to think critically, to analyze before
practicing, and it worked!

— Do you mean everybody was doing well?

— Of course not! Cheating was very popular, there was no internet, so we
used to back each other up. But it was not only cheating: we helped each other a
lot. Other times my phone would ring for hours because my classmates needed
my consultation.
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—You were a top student, I suppose.

— Yes, I atually was. I participated in all types of “Olympiads” (academic
contests for school students) and quizzes and got all sorts of prizes and
“diplomas”. At the same time I was not a book-worm, studying was just easy for
me, and I was very ambitious. But let alone my personal abilities and progress,
I can say it for sure that our generation was far more literate and educated on
the whole. I may seem grumbling, but I know what I say: I work with the young,
and my own children go to school. The gap is tremendous.

— Can you say that school education in your country is in decline?

— I am afraid I can.

3. Interview your fellow-student on the subject of his / her school
years. Rehearse it and make up a video clip. Present it in class. Vote
for the best video.

Writing and Public.
Speaking Activities

Make up a presentation on one of the topic suggested and present
it in class.

1. Types of schools in the UK and in the USA: comparative analysis.

2. Stages of a person’s education: skills, possibilities, achievements and
prospects.

3. Pluses and minuses of the system of secondary education in Belarus.

Part 5
HIGHER EDUCATION IN BELARUS.
THE BELARUSIAN STATE UNIVERSITY

Reading Activities |

Read the text about the Belarusian State University. Pay special
attention to the worlds written in bold. Make up a detailed plan of
the text. Write out 5-7 words and word combinations to describe
the idea of each item of your plan.
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The Belarusian State University

The Belarusian State University, founded on October 30, 1921, is a leading
scientific, educational, innovation and cultural centre of the Republic of Belarus.
According to major international rankings, it is among 2 percent of world
leading universities out of 30 thousand educational institutions. The University
aims to lead the country in research and education. The administration and
academic staff seek to do this in ways which benefit society on a national and
a global scale. The BSU aims to deliver an exceptional education, to carry out
research, and to make significant contributions to society — locally, nationally,
and internationally.

The entire structure of the Belarusian State University includes 16 faculties
and 6 educational institutes, 10 educational establishments, 10 research
and development institutes and centers, 41 research and developments
laboratories, 10 innovation and production enterprises.

The University employs about 8,500 staff members with about 3,000
teaching staff and 500 research staff. The BSU is headed by the Rector.

The BSU students’ community consists of more than 30,000 undergraduate
and graduate students, postgraduate and postdoctoral students (which
almost equals the population number of Liechtenstein, 33,720, or Monaco,
32,410 people!). Full-time students who successfully pass exams receive
scholarships and do not pay a tuition fee. The University annual enrollment
exceeds 5000 students.

The Belarusian State University offers a variety of educational programs
at all levels of education. The Higher Education Program is organized through
74 specialties and 278 specializations. The BSU offers training in more than
75 specialties within its Master’s Degree Program. The Ph. D Program which
is aimed to prepare highly qualified researchers holding a Candidate of Science
(Ph. D.) degree is provided through 125 specialties of different branches of
science. Domestic and foreign students may also benefit from a variety of non-
degree programs, such as student internships, research internships, study-
and-travel tours, Russian / Belarusian as a foreign language courses.

Alongside with the National Academy of Sciences, the BSU is a leading
scientific centre of the country. Today it includes 4 research institutes, 3 national
scientific centers and 7 unitary enterprises. Annually over 1,000 various scientific
publications and more than 5,000 articles are published, over 100 scientific and
practical conferences are held. The BSU is at the national forefront in studying
topics of worldwide interest, from the dawn of the universe to the challenges
of globalisation. Its staff and student researchers address many of the major
challenges that face our society, from language conservation to new vaccines,
ageing to obesity, new energy sources to biodiversity. They use innovative
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research techniques and modern technology, both to examine problems of
the modern world and to understand better the ancient world. The BSU research
institutions have created over 300 technologically advanced products. Among
the most interesting developments there are food supplements to stabilize
the quality of flour, phytocompositions for bakery and confectionery products
based on phyto-raw materials, compositions of bakeries for people with impaired
protein metabolism to prevent cardiovascular diseases, etc.

Globalisation is nothing new at the BSU, and its pace has accelerated
in recent decades, so the BSU now has a strong international character.
The University is an attractive place of study for over 2,000 international students
from 53 countries. Today the BSU has over 300 international agreements
with HEI’s and scientific institutes out of more than 50 countries of the world
and that makes the BSU the country’s leader in this field. Among the BSU
partners there are the leading European HEI’s, but cooperation with universities
of the Russian Federation is the most extensive. The Russian Federation makes
up more than a half of the export volume of the university’s R&D products
which include scientific devices, equipment, new substances and materials
created by the BSU research teams. Besides Russia, relationships with scientific
and education establishments of the countries of South-Eastern Asia appear to
be strategic. Today’s BSU students, whether Belarusian or international, can
also enjoy access to a range of international experiences while studying here,
including internships around the world, courses with study abroad components,
and substantial support from the university for independent research abroad.

Vocabulary Practice

1. Fill in the following chart with the words and word combinations
related to the columns.

Divisions and Academic Academic titles Dlsglp hqes
L and research and directions
subdivisions R and degrees
activities of research
faculty to hold a conference | Doctor (PhD) information
technologies

2. Fill in the propositions (if necessary).

1. Thanks to in-depth knowledge of English, Professor Ivanov can enjoy
an access ... the best world academic resources.
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2. My friend has applied ... the BSU Post Graduate Course to carry ...
the research ... comparative linguistics.

3. If you get excellent scores ... all the subjects you do not have to pay ...
a tuition fee.

4. Many applicants want to be trained ... law specialties despite of the fact
it is difficult to find a good job afterwards.

5. Universities of the Russian Federation are the first ... the BSU partners.

3. Match lexical units from the first column to their synonyms
or definitions from the second one:

1) teachers, lecturers and professors | a) internship

2) to investigate scientific problem | b) master’s course / magistrate course

3) going to study the experience | ¢) doctorate (doctoral course)
of another establishment

4) the first level of higher education | d) production

5) the second level of higher education | ¢) academic staff

6) the third level of higher education | f) bachelor’ s course

7) researcher who is studying ) to carry out research
to become a doctor

8) manufacturing h) scholarship/grant

9) getting older 1) post-graduate

10) money assigned to a student for | j) challenge
research or studying

11) problem difficult to solve k) tuition fee

12) payment for getting education 1) ageing

4. Consult a dictionary and specify the semantic differences
between the words:

a) specialty and specialization; b) scientist and scholar; c) research,
investigation and study; d) graduate, under-graduate and post-graduate students;
e) institute and institution.

5. Translate the sentences from Russian into English.

1. CormmacHo MexxayHapomHoMy peituary BI'Y Bxoaut B uncmo 500 mydmmx
BBICIINX YYEOHBIX 3aBEICHUI MUDA.

2. BI'Y BHOCUT OrpOMHBIH BKJIaJ B Pa3BUTHE HAyKU KaK B HAIHOHAJIBHOM,
TaK ¥ B MUPOBOM MacITaoe.
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3. ITocne Toro Kak MOM ApyT MOTYyYWJI PE3YIbTaThl SKCIIEPUMEHTA, OH I10-
Jlanl 3asBKy Ha IOJIy4eHHE CTUIICHANU Ha JalbHEHIee MPOBEICHUE HAYyYHOTO
UCCIICIOBAHUSL.

4. Hay4Ho-HcCIIe10BaTeNbCKUE HHCTUTYTHI U LIEHTPbI 3aHUMAOTCS ITpo0Iie-
MOH OMOTEXHOJIOTUH Y>K€ MHOTO JIET, © MHOT'HE IIPOU3BOACTBEHHBIE IPEIIPHS-
THSI NCTIONB3YIOT UX HAY4HBIE pa3paboTKu.

5. OnHOI U3 IIaBHBIX 3a/1a4, CTOSIIUX MTePel] COBPEMEHHON HayKOH, SIBIISI-
eTcs pa3paboTKa BaKIMHBI OT paka.

6. briaropaps ”HHOBAIIMOHHBIM TEXHOJIOTHSIM B HCCIJIEIOBAHUAX 32 HOCIE-
HHE TOZIbI OBUIO COBEPIIEHO MHOTO HAyYHBIX OTKPBITHH.

7. Cryments! BI'Y uMeroT BO3MOXKHOCTB CTQXKHPOBATHCS IO YIEOHOMY 1 Ha-
Y4YHOMY HanpasiieHusIM B By3ax EBponel u Poccuiickoit denepannu.

8. 5l He moTyJaro CTHIEHANH, S IUIady 3a 00yUeHHE.

9. 4l yaych Ha (haKyrIbTeTe COIMOKYIBTYPHBIX KOMMYHHKAImi BI'Y, mos cre-
UATLHOCTh — «COBpEMEHHbIE HHOCTPAHHBIE SI3BIKI», MOSI CIICUATN3AINs —
«JIMHTBHUCT-NIEPEBOTUNK.

10. Pa3paboTka BbICOKOTEXHOJIOTMUHOM TPOJIYKIMU — OJIHO U3 TIPHOPUTETHBIX
HarpasiieHuid BI'Y B 00nacT Me1yHapoJHOTO COTPYJHUYECTBA.

11. Beiciee oOpa3oBaHue IperonaraeT MOArOTOBKY CIICIMAINCTOB BbICIICH
kBanudukanuu. B benapycu cTyaeHTsl By30B (YHHBEPCHTETHI, aKaAEMHHU) MO-
T'yT MOJIy4aTh aKkaJIeMHUYECKHE CTEIICHH clienuaincTa (0akanaBpa) 1 MarucTpa.
BbImycCKHUKH By30B MOTYT NPOAOJDKUTH O0y4EHHUE U MOJYyYUTh MOCIEBY30B-
cKoe 00pa3oBaHHE, TOCTYIINB B aCIIUPAHTYPy M 3aTeM B JIOKTOpaHTypy. Kpome
TOT0, BO3MOXKHO IPOXOXKACHNE KyPCOB MEepeKBATU(UKALUN U MOTyYCHHE BTO-
POTO BBICIIEr0 00pa30BaHUsl.

12. OCHOBHO} JOKYMEHT, JAIOIIHi ITPAaBO Ha IIOCTYIUICHHE B BBICIIEE y4eOHOE
3aBeJICHUE, — aTTeCTaT WX JUIIOM, MOATBEP>KAAIOIINH IoIydeHne mpodeccno-
HaJIbHO-TEXHUUECKOTO MM CPEJHETO CHEHUaILHOr0 00pazosanus. B PecmyOmike
Benapyce neiicTBytoT 45 rocygapcTBeHHBIX U 10 HerocyapcTBEHHBIX BY30B.

Writing Activities 11

1. Study the list of the BSU faculties below. Consult the official BSU
web-site and select a) the 2 most prestigious b) the 2 least prestigious
¢) the most interesting for you faculties according to the data of the recent
years. Make up small reports about them on the following issues:

a) annual enrollment in recent years; b) entrance scores; c) tuition fee (full-
time and distant); d) specialties and research areas; ¢) possibilities for further
training; f) reasons for its being prestigious/non-prestigious.
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BSU Faculties

e Faculty of Applied Mathematics and Computer Science
e Faculty of Biology

e Faculty of Chemistry

e Faculty of Economics

e Faculty of Geography

e Faculty of History

e Faculty of International Relations

e Faculty of Law

e Faculty of Social and Cultural Communications

e Faculty of Mathematics and Mechanics

e Faculty of Philology

e Faculty of Philosophy and Social Studies

e Faculty of Physics

e Faculty of Pre-University Education

e Faculty of Radiophysics and Computer Technologies
e Military Faculty

2. Using the plan in exercise 1, make up a detailed presentation

about your faculty and specialization.

Speaking Activities

1. Read the names of the BSU divisions and subdivisions. What

do you think their functions are? Try to give their descriptions
in 2-3 sentences.
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Common University Departments (Chairs)

e English Language Department for the Humanitarian Faculties
¢ English Language Department for the Science Faculties
e Department of Pedagogics

Educational Institutes

e Faculty of Journalism

o Institute of Theology named after Sts. Cyril and Methodius

o State Institute of Management and Social Technologies

e School of Business and Management of Technology

e International Sakharov Environmental Institute of Belarusian State University



Institutes of Advanced Training

e Republican Institute of Higher Education

e Institute of Life Long Learning

e Institute of Retraining and Advanced Training of Personnel of Offices
of Public Prosecutor, Courts and Establishments of Justice

o Institute of Informational Technologies and Administration

e Republican Confucius Institute of BSU

Other Educational Establishments

e BSU Lyceum

e BSU Law Colledge

2. Make up dialogues on the Topic “Advising on a BSU specialty”
using the information from Writing Activities Exercise 1. Work in pairs
or in small groups.

3. Dramatize the role play.

Hot Line

Description. The BSU administration have decided to hold a meeting with
all its stakeholders (interested people) to attract more students and the most
qualified academic staff to the university. Act out the “hot line” according to
the parts given bellow. Prepare small presentations (1,5-2 min.) according to
your character. Be ready to put 1-2 questions to each participant.

Stages

1. The Rector opens up the meeting and asks the guests to put questions.
2. The first guest presents his / her story, asks his / her questions and
the administration representative(s) respond to it consequently. 3. The floor
is given to another guest with the response of the administration until all
the participants make their speeches. Questions are welcome. 4. Conclusion.
The Rector summarizes the results of the meeting, thanks the participants.

Participants and Characters

Rector. You are to open up the meeting. Provide the information about the
BSU structure, annual enrollment, main divisions and subdivisions of the university.

Vice Rector on Academic Work. Provide the information about the BSU
levels of higher education, possibilities of internships both for under-graduates
and scholars (possibly with official data and figures).
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Graduate student of another university. You are a top student at
your university. You are graduating this year and you are going to get post-
graduate education. Make up you academic success story (specialty, academic
performances, research activities etc.). You want to know about possibilities of
post-graduate education and internships in the BSU.

Vice Rector on Sciences. Provide the information about the BSU’s
possibilities for scholars emphasizing the most significant research areas. Note
the issues of international integration.

Scholar from another country. You are a famous scholar from another
country developing technologically advanced products. Make up your success
story (degree, branch of science, research topic, research area, conferences,
publications etc). You would like to apply for a job to the BSU and you are
interested in the possibilities of running research work at the university.

Father of twins — school leavers from Turkmenistan. You are interested
in the possibilities of studying foreign languages (English and Russian) for your
daughter and design technologies for your son. Note the weak points of higher
education in your country.

Dean of the Faculty of Social and Cultural Communications. Provide
the detailed information about linguistic and design specialties at your faculty.

School-leaver with high academic performances. You are a top student
at your school. Make up you academic success story (subjects, academic
performances and achievements, contests, olympiads, research activities
etc). You are not sure about your future career, but you want to study a very
prestigious specialty.

Dean of the Faculty of International Relations. Provide the information
about the most prestigious specialties at your faculty and further possibilities for
training and employment.

School-leaver with low academic performances. Make up your academic
story. You used to be a good pupil at primary school but then you took up sport
and gave up studying. Now you realize the importance of higher education and
ready to work hard but your scores are going to be very low as half a year is not
enough to catch up. You are interested in specialities with low entrance scores.

Dean of the Faculty of Geography. Provide the information about the
specialties at your faculty and further possibilities for training and employment.

Dean of the Faculty of Law. Provide the information about the most
prestigious specialties at your faculty and further possibilities for training and
employment.

Dean of the Military Faculty. Provide the information about the specialties
at your faculty and further possibilities for training and employment.

50



4. Speak on the topic “The Belarusian State University”.

5. Speak on the topic “My Faculty and my Specialty”.

Reading Activities IlI

1. Read the text and answer the questions after it.

Higher Education in Great Britain

After leaving secondary school young people can apply to a university,
a polytechnic or a college of further education.

There are 126 universities in Britain. They are divided into 5 types:

e The Old ones, which were founded before the 19th century, such as Oxford
and Cambridge;

e The Red Brick, which were founded in the 19th or 20th century;

e The Plate Glass, which were founded in 1960s;

e The Open University It is the only university offering extramural education.
Students learn subjects at home and then post ready exercises off to their tutors
for marking;

e The New ones. They are former polytechnic academies and colleges.

The best universities, in view of “The Times” and “The Guardian”,
are The University of Oxford, The University of Cambridge, London School of
Economics, London Imperial College, London University College.

Universities usually select students basing on their A-level results and
an interview.

After three years of study a university graduate get the Degree of a Bachelor
of Arts, Science or Engineering. Many students then continue their studies for
a Master’s Degree and then a Doctor’s Degree (Ph. D).

For seven hundred years two universities — Oxford and Cambridge —
dominated British education, and today they dominate more than ever. They are
often called collectively Oxbridge, but both of them are completely independent.
Oxford and Cambridge have always provided a large number of prominent
secretaries (White Hall civil servants), members of Parliament and vice-
chancellors of other universities. Less than one per cent of Britain’s population
study in Oxbridge. B. A. (Oxford) or B. A. (Cambridge) is quite different from
an ordinary B. A.

Oxford is one of the oldest universities in Europe. The town of Oxford is
first mentioned in 911 A. D. and it was popular with the early English kings.
The university’s earlier charter is dated to 1213. There are now twenty-four
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colleges for men, five for women and another five are co-educational. Among
the oldest colleges is University College, founded in 1249.

Cambridge University started during the 13th century. Nowadays
the University encompasses more than thirty colleges. They line the right bank
of the Cam. The University was only for men until 1871, when the first women’s
college was opened. Almost all colleges are now co-educational.

Many great men studied at Cambridge, among them Roger Bacon (1214—
1292), Milton, Oliver Cromwell (1599-1658), Newton, and Kapitza, the famous
Russian physicist.

The universities have over a hundred societies and clubs, enough for every
interest one could imagine. Sport is a part of student life at Oxbridge, the most
popular is rowing.

The rapid growth of the cities in the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century
gave birth to so-called «red-brick» Universities (Redbrick). These Universities
were created to fill local needs, the emphasis was placed on the study of science
and technology but currently they offer a full range of courses.

Oxbridge and Redbrick differ greatly. While a larger per cent of Oxbridge
undergraduates come from public schools, very few of Redbrick do; many
public school boys would rather go straight into business, than go to a Redbrick
university — they prefer no degree to a Redbrick degree. In England Redbrick
has been separated from the beginning. While Oxford and Cambridge were
exclusively Anglican, the new Victorian universities were built to provide
a liberal education for men without references to religion or background.
These universities concentrate on imparting to their students “real-world” skills,
often linked to engineering.

Commentaries

1. White-Hall civil servants — officials of Government offices.

2. Redbrick university (informal) — any new or little-known university, esp one built
since World War II to educate students in industrial regions, often partially supported by
government funds; also any university lacking the prestige of Oxford and Cambridge.

3. Victorian (universities) — here universities built in the reign of Queen Victoria
(1837-1901).

Answer the questions.

1. What types are the British universities divided into?

2. What outstanding personalities studied in Oxbridge?

3. In what ways do Oxbridge and Redbrick universities differ?

4. What can you say about female education in Great Britain?

5. Why do Oxbridge graduates dominate in civil service in Britain?
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Speaking Activities

Discuss with your fellow student the advantages and
disadvantages of the universities described in the text.

Self-study Activities

1. Find the information about the Faculty of Social and Cultural
Communications on the BSU website. Using a dictionary, make up
a list of specialties and specializations.

2. Render the information from the website into English. Add your
own data. Mark your own advantages and disadvantages of studying
at this faculty.

Public Speaking Activities

Make up presentations on one of the following topics.

. Leading universities of Europe.

. Leading universities of America.

. Leading universities of Asia.

. The most attractive university for me.

. The Bologna Process.

. International academic exchange.

. My experience of international academic exchange.
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CHAPTER III
VARIETY OF LANGUAGES

Part 1
LANGUAGES OF THE WORLD.
ENGLISH AS A WORLD LANGUAGE

Reading Activities

1. Read the text about the language existing in the world. Write
out the words written in bold so as to make up your active vocabulary.
Be ready to do the task after the text.

Variety of Languages

Language is the specifically human capacity for acquiring and using complex
systems of acoustic as well as kinetic signals to express thoughts and feelings, and
language is used for the exchange of knowledge and experiences. The problem on
this planet is the language systems vary greatly from region to region. The variety
may be so different that one individual does not understand the language of a member
from another region or country. The table below shows the statistics that prove
the situation with communication around the globe to be complicated enough.

But maybe the situation is less dramatic on a smaller, European scale?
Europe is a continent with many countries (about 50) and almost each country
has its own language, known as the national language. Some countries have
even more than one national language. At the fringes of the countries languages
may overlap and used interchangeable, this means, people in the border regions
of countries might understand and speak the language of the neighboring country.

Is there a common language in Europe so that all Europeans can talk to
each other? Eh, no, not really. There are Europeans who have learned Spanish,
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French, German, English, or even Latin as a second language, so they might be
able to use it in the country where those languages are spoken. On the other hand,
English is on the rise used not only in Europe as a lingua franca, escpecially by
the younger generation of Europeans, even so France tried hard to protect its
citizens from the unwanted influence of English on French (language) culture.

Top 20 of the most widely spoken languages
by “First language” speakers (2009)

. Numbf.:r of total Speakers
Rank Language Primary Country countries Where (millions)
the language is spoken
1 | Chinese China 31 1,213
2 | Spanish Spain 44 329
3 | English United Kingdom 112 328
4 | Arabic Saudi Arabia 57 221
5 | Hindi India 20 182
6 | Bengali Bangladesh 10 181
7 | Portuguese Portugal 37 178
8 | Russian Russian Federation 33 144
9 | Japanese Japan 25 122
10 | German, Germany 43 90,3
Standard
11 | Javanese Indonesia 5 84,6
12 | Lahnda Pakistan 8 78,3
13 | Telugu India 10 69,8
14 | Vietnamese Viet Nam 23 68,6
15 | Marathi India 5 68,1
16 | French France 60 67,8
17 | Korean Korea 33 66,3
18 | Tamil India 17 65,7
19 | Italian Italy 34 61,7
20 | Urdu Pakistan 23 60,6

However, the EU, the European union of 28 member states has 24 official
languages, but in practice only two are used most often: English and French.
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2. Answer the questions according to the text.

1. What is the language?

2. What are the top 5 widely spoken languages in the world?
3. Is there a common language in Europe? Is so, which one?
4. What are the languages of international communication?
5. How many official languages does the EU have?

Vocabulary and Speaking Activities

1. Learn the table and the picture above. Proofread
the pronunciation of language names and those of the countries where
they are spoken.
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2. Answer the following questions.

1. Why can we call the global situation with communication dramatic?

2. What language is spoken in your country? What language family and
group does it belong to?

3. What languages do you speak? What language families and groups do
they belong to?

4. What languages would you like to learn? Why? What language families

and groups do they belong to?
5. What languages do you think are the most difficult to learn? Why?

Part 2
THE ROLE OF ENGLISH
IN THE WORLD COMMUNICATION

Reading Activities |

English as a World Language

1. Before you read the text answer the following questions.

1. What do we use a language for?
2. How many languages are there in the world?
3. What is an official / native / second / foreign language?
4. What language family does English belong to?
5. What is lingua franca, pidgin English, Creole?
6. Why are many parents in Belarus interested in their children learning
English at school?
7. Why do you learn English?
8. What foreign languages would you like to speak?
9. What alphabet is written English using?
10. Why has English become a widely spread world language?
11. What are the major variants of English? Do you know any differences
between them?
12. Which variant do you study (are interested in)? Why?
13. Which variant of English — British or American — do you find easier
to understand? Which sounds more prestigious to you?
14. What is the future of English from your point of view?
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2. Read the text about English as a world language and find some
factors that determine the present-day world status of English.

1. English is a West Germanic language the global spread of which
over the last 50 years is remarkable. It is unprecedented in several ways:
by the increasing number of users of the language, by its depth of penetration
into societies and by its range of functions. English has become a global
language because of its establishment as a mother tongue outside England,
in all the continents of the world. This exporting of English began in the 17th
century, with the first settlements in North America. Above all, it is the great
growth of population of the United States, assisted by massive immigration
in the 19th and 20th centuries that has given the English language its present
standing in the world.

2. It is the first language of the United Kingdom, the USA, Canada, Australia,
Ireland, New Zealand and a number of the Caribbean nations. There are about
375 million native speakers, which makes English the second most spoken
language in the world. About 220 million more people speak it as a second
language and there are as many as a billion people who are learning it.

3. English has developed over the course of more than 1,400 years.
The earliest forms of English, a set of Anglo-Frisian dialects brought to Great
Britain by Anglo-Saxon settlers in the fifth century, are called Old English.
Middle English began in the late 11th century with the Norman Conquest
of England. Early Modern English began in the late 15th century with
the introduction of the printing press to London and the Great Vowel Shift.
Through the worldwide influence of the British Empire, Modern English spread
around the world from the 17th to mid — 20th centuries. English has ceased
to be an “English language” in the sense of belonging only to people who are
ethnically English. Use of English is growing country-by-country internally
and for international communication. More learners of English learn the language
for practical rather than ideological reasons.

4. Today, English is represented in every continent and in the three main
oceans — the Atlantic, the Indian and the Pacific. English is mixing with
and marrying other languages around the world. It is probably the most insatiable
borrower. Words newly coined or in vogue in one language are very often added
to English as well. There are words from 120 languages in its vocabulary,
including Arabic, French, German, Greek, Italian, Russian, and Spanish.

5. Other languages absorb English words too, often giving them new forms
and new meanings. So many Japanese, French and Germans mix English words
with their mother tongues that the resulting hybrids are called Japlish, Franglais
and Denglish. In Japanese, for example, there is a verb Makudonaru, which is
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to eat at McDonald’s. One of the many “Englishes” spoken and written today is
Euro-English. Euro-English has its origins in the political arena of the European
community.

6. A century ago, some linguists predicted that one day England, America,
Australia and Canada would be speaking different languages. However,
with the advent of records, cinema, radio, and television, the two brands of
English have even begun to draw back together again. Britons and Americans
probably speak more alike today than they did 50 or 60 years ago. (In the 1930s
and 1940s, for example, American films were dubbed in England. It’s no longer
the practice today).

7. People have long been interested in having one language that could be
spoken throughout the world. Such a language would help to increase cultural
and economic ties and simplify communication between people. Through
the years, at least 600 universal languages have been proposed, including
Esperanto. About 10 million people have learned Esperanto since its creation
in 1887, but English, according to specialists, has better chances to become
a global language. So why not learn it?

Vocabulary and Comprehension Activities

1. Find in the text the words that correspond in meaning to
the following:

never done or known before (1) the action or process of making a way
through or into something (1); during (3); to come to an end (3); impossible
to satisfy (4); to invent or devise a new word or phrase (§ 4); a word formed from
elements taken from different languages (5); to say or estimate that (a specified
thing) will happen in the future (6); a particular type or kind of something (6);
provide a film with a soundtrack in a different language from the original (6);
in every part of (7).

2. Form derivatives to the following words:

unprecedented; penetration; communication; insatiable; coined; origin;
propose.

3. Translate the words in brackets into English.

1. A number of English words have (mporukim) in the Russian language
over the last 50 years.
2. English has developed (B Teuenme/ oxono) more than 1,400 years.
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3. Because of many factors English has become the most (HeHachITHBIN)
borrower.

4. Words newly (npuaymanHsle) or in vogue in one language are very often
added to English.

5. With the advent of records, cinema, radio, and television, the two (pa3Ho-
BugHOocTH/BapuanTa) of English (British and American) have begun to (comu-
xKarbesi/ cxomuThes) together again.

6. A lot of American films (nyonuposainucs) in England in the 1930s
and 1940s.

7. (ITo muenmio) specialists English has better chances to become a global
language.

4. Look quickly through the text again and choose the appropriate
answer.

1. The English language is a ... language.

a) German b) West Germanic ¢) Roman
2. English is the ... most spoken language in the world.
a) first b) second ¢) third
3. The earliest forms of English were brought by ... .
a) Normans b) Vikings ¢) Anglo-Saxons

4. Modern English spread around through ... .
a) the influence of the British Empire
b) the Great Vowel Shift
¢) the introduction of the printing press

5. Mark these statements T (True) or F (False) according to
the information in the text.

1. English is unprecedented in several ways: by the increasing number
of users of the language, by its penetration into other languages, by its mobility.
2. There are about 385 million native speakers of English in the world.

3. English has ceased to be an “English language” in the sense of belonging
only to people who are ethnically English.

4. English has never been the most insatiable borrower.

5. With the introduction of mass media, the two brands of English have even
begun to sound like two different languages.

6. People have long been interested in having a lingua franca so that they
could communicate with the whole world.

7. Esperanto can become a global language.
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6. Answer the following questions.

1. Why is the spread of English considered to be unprecedented and thus
remarkable?

2. In what countries is English spoken as the first language?

3. Over what period of time has English developed?

4. How are the earliest forms of English called?

5. With what event is the appearance of Middle English connected?

6. When and how did Early English begin?

7. Due to what factors did Modern English spread around the world from
the 17th to mid — 20th centuries?

8. Why do many people learn the English language?

9. What happens when English mixes with other languages? How does it
characterize English? What influence does it have on other languages? Can we
define this tendency as a positive one?

10. Did American and British English sound like more distinct languages 50
or 60 years ago?

11. What are the chances of English on becoming a global language?

12. What is a global language?

Speaking Activities

1. Work in pairs. Take turns and give detailed answers to
the questions.

1. What is the origin of English?

2. What is the role of English nowadays?

3. What would happen if English became a global language?

4. Why is English changing much more than other languages?

5. Is English the only way for the humanity to choose? What are alternatives
to English as a global language?

6. What is a possible world language solution?

7. What is the future for English?

2. Use the following proverbs in situations of your own. Give
Russian equivalents if possible.

1. By asking one comes to Rome.
2. He who is ignorant of foreign languages knows not his own.
3. Learn a new language and get a new soul.
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3. Work in small groups and discuss the following issues.

1. Pros and Cons of English as a global language.

2. Possible ways to break the language barrier.

3. Other world languages that could challenge English as a world language.
4. The arrival of numerous English words into your native language.

Reading Activities Il

1. Read the text and do the tasks that follow.

English as a World Language:
Basic Characteristics and Reasons

Now English is one of the most common languages in the world which
is spoken by perhaps 400 million people. It represents only about 8 percent of
the earth’s population, but it is a very widespread language, thanks to the former
British Empire. (Most people on earth — about 500 million — speak Mandarin
Chinese. They make up 11 percent of the earth’s population but almost all of
those millions are concentrated in China.)

English is the almost universal language of science, business, and
international politics. Many higher academic institutions require a working
command of English. Knowledge of English is virtually a prerequisite for
working in many fields and occupations.

People who speak English fall into one of three groups; those who have learned
it as their native language; those who have learned it as a second language in a society
that is mainly bilingual; and those who are forced to use it for a practical purpose —
administrative, professional or educational. One person in seven of the world’s
entire population belongs to one of these three groups. Incredibly enough, 75 % of
the world’s mail and 60 % of the world’s telephone calls are in English.

Basic Characteristics of English

Simplicity of Form. Old English, like modern German, French, Russian
and Greek, had many inflections to show singular and plural, tense, person, etc.,
but over the centuries words have been simplified. Verbs now have very few
inflections, and adjectives do not change according to the noun.

Flexibility. As a result of the loss of inflections, English has become, over
the past five centuries, a flexible language. Without inflections, the same word can
operate as many different parts of speech. Many nouns and verbs have the same
form, for example swim, drink, walk, Kiss, look, and smile. We can talk about
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water to drink and to water the flowers; time to go and to time a race; a paper
to read and to paper a bedroom. Adjectives can be used as verbs. We warm our
hands in front of a fire; if clothes are dirtied, they need to be cleaned and dried.
Prepositions too are flexible. A sixty-year-old man is nearing retirement; we can
talk about a round of golf, cards, or drinks.

Openness of vocabulary. 7his involves the free admissions of words from
other languages and the easy creation of compounds and derivatives. Most world
languages have contributed some words to English at some time, and the process
is now being reversed. Purists of the French, Russian, and Japanese languages
are resisting the arrival of English in their vocabulary.

But why English? If English is not your mother-tongue, why should you
learn it? There are several kinds of answer given to this question.

Historical reasons. Because of the legacy of British and American
imperialism, the country’s main institution may carry out their proceedings
in English. These include the governing bodies (e. g. parliament), government
agencies, the civil service, the law courts, national religious bodies, higher
educational institutions, etc.

Internal political reasons. English may provide a role of a neutral means
of communication between its different ethic groups in emerging nationhood.

External economic reasons. The USA’s dominant economic position acts
as a magnet for international business and trade, and organizations wishing to
develop international markets are thus under considerable pressure to work with
English. The tourist and advertising industries are particularly English-dependent,
but any multinational business will wish to establish offices in the major English-
speaking countries.

Practical reasons. English is the language of international air traffic
control, and is developing its role in maritime, policing, and emergency services.
It is the chief language of international business and academic conferences,
the leading language of international tourism.

Intellectual reasons. Most of the scientific, technological, and academic
information in the world is expressed in English, and over 80 % of all
the information stored in electronic retrieval systems is in English.

Entertainment reasons. English is the main language of popular music and
its advertising. It is also the main language of the satellite broadcasting, home-
computers, and video-games.

Some wrong reasons. It is sometimes thought that English is more logical,
easier to pronounce, or simpler in grammar structure. This kind of reasoning is
the consequence of chauvinism or naive linguistic thinking. Though English may
not have many inflectional endings, it has a highly complex syntax. Languages
rise and fall in world esteem for many kinds of reasons — political, economic,
social, religious, literary — but linguistic reasons do not rank highly among them.
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Vocabulary and Comprehension Activities

1. Explain the following words and word combinations:

mother tongue; purist; to give the English language its present standing;
to involve the free admission of words; to resist the arrival of the English
language.

2. Explain the difference between:

a) establishment — settlement;
b) proposition — preposition;
¢) monolingual — bilingual — multilingual.

3. Answer the following questions.

1. How many people spoke English in Shakespeare’s time? Was it thought
to be important by the European nations at that time?

2. What are the causes and consequences of spreading the English language
in the world?

3. What categories do all English speaking people fall into?

4. What are the basic characteristics of English?

5. What are the major reasons that give English a special status in the country
where it is not a mother-tongue?

6. Why do languages rise and fall in world esteem?

7. What reasons for learning English may be regarded as wrong?

Speaking Activiities

1. Comment on the following proverbs and sayings and use them
in situations of your own.

1. To learn a language is to have one more window from which to look at
the world. (Chinese proverb)

2. The best time to learn a language was 20 years ago. The second best time
is now.

3. Learning is a treasure that will follow its owner everywhere.

2. Render the following information into English.
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Self-Study Activities

1. Find the information on the most difficult languages in the world.
Make a presentation in class.

2. Make up small talks with your fellow student.

1. Your parents and you are choosing the language for you to learn.
2. Your friend has chosen Japanese to learn, while you are trying to convince
him that Chinese has more prospects.

Part 3
PROBLEMS OF CONTEMPORARY WORLD
COMMUNICATION

Reading Activities |

1. Read the text and do the task that follow. Write out the words
in bold to make up the list of your active vocabulary.

Problems of World Communication

With globalization, revealed in integration of markets and free migration
of labour force, cultural and social exchanges and joint scientific projects,
the problem of world communication is becoming more and more acute. There is
a variety of languages, but which one is to choose?

It might be thought that English will become ever more dominant and will,
in effect, become the global language — either the first or second language of
every person on the planet. But turning English into the global language would
cause damage and disasters. The English language heritage in culture and in
literature would cast all others into the shade, and the humanity would lose their
humanistic ideals and values it has worked on and cherished for hundreds of
centuries. People would also lose that rich variety of ways in which they are able
to express their concepts today.

Those who speak English as a native language would have an advantage
over those for whom it is a learned language, and it could cause strong national
reactions against the global English. It is easy to imagine a linguistic revolt:
a refusal to speak English on the pretense of not understanding it. Many French
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Canadians today, for instance, feel that their own pride requires that they do not
understand English.

1. What’s the alternative? Translation and interpretation?

One of the main arguments against translation is that it is too expensive.
The translation into European Union’s official languages cost more than
€ 700 million. That’s around 40 % of the EU’s administrative budget, which
itself is just about 5 % of its total budget.

And then could we trust interpretation, whether it is human
or computerized? How easy it would be to make small errors in interpretation
and how costly those might be!

Another way out is an artificial language. The best known is Esperanto,
invented in 1887. It is sensible and easy to learn, but it is based on European
languages and might therefore rouse non-European hostility.

2. The problem of world communication, however, may take care of itself.
A solution may arise with no one’s purposeful interference as it happened before
though on a smaller scale. In the Mediterranean world in late medieval times,
a lingua franka (“language of the Franks,” i. e., Europeans) developed among
the merchants of the area to handle necessary communication. It was a mixture
of Italian, French, Spanish, Greek, and Arabic. Similarly, in eastern Asia, various
mixtures, called “pidgin English”, were developed to break the language barrier.

As communication around the world improves, lingua terra, “a language of
the Earth,” may slowly arise. None of the languages would take an advantage
over others, as every language will add vocabulary, idiom and grammar. That
language could develop a mighty literature of its own and would emphasize
the familyhood of humanity.

2. Agree or disagree with the following statements.

1. Turning English into the only global language is an excellent solution.
2. Translation mistakes cost a lot.

3. Once the humanity will turn to an artificial language.

4. Pigin English is spoken by pigins.

5. If lingus terra once occurs, it will contain the features of all languages.

Vocabulary Practice

1. Match the words to their definitions:

1) arouse a) care for tenderly

2) arise b) awaken; to cause smb to become active; to stir smb
from inactivity
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3) damage
4) disaster
5) human

6) humane

7) humanitarian
8) humanistic
9) inherit

10) heritage

11) shade

12) shadow

13) cherish

14) value

15) widespread

16) believe

17) trust

c) great or sudden misfortune, terrible accident
d) harm or injury that causes loss of value
e) come into existence; present itself

f) of a person who works for the welfare of people by
reducing suffering; of his deeds

g) of man or mankind

h) related to humanism

1) that which has been or may be inherited

j) receive property, a title, etc. as heir

k) area of shade thrown on the ground, a wall, etc. by smth
1) comparative darkness; (fig) obscurity

m) to estimate the money of; to have a high opinion of
n) found over a large area

0) tender, kind-hearted

p) believe in the honesty and reliability

q) to be sure of smth; be of the opinion that; to have trust in

2. Use an appropriate preposition where necessary.

e BN B Y R S S

Nel

. His friends will take care ... him.

. His wisdom is based ... experience.

. We have a good advantage ... our rivals.

. The building dominates ... the whole place.

. He shared his property ... his four children.

. He obtained money ... false pretences.

. They did their best to cast him ... a shade.

. They revolted ... injustice.

. Are you happy ... your new working arrangements?

10. Powerful nations usually dominate ... small weak countries.
11. Life should dominate ... war.
12. Her experience gave her an advantage ... the others.

3. Fill in the blanks with your active vocabulary.

1. He’s not the sort of man to be ... ~ed (0osepsamy).
2. You mustn’t allow them to ... (6mewumsamscs) with your business.
3. Although I ... (3abomauso omuowyce x) my children, I do allow them

their independence.
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4. Must I go back to events which ... (6pocarom mens na) the memory of
your parent?

5. Microsoft ... (npeobnadaem, domunupyem na) the software market.

6. She ... (npumeopunacsy) not to notice.

7. 1t’s ... (ouenv nonesno) to know languages if you work in an export firm.

4. Translate into English.

1. JIromsiM, oka3aBIIUMCsI B paiioHe KaTacTpodbl, OblIa OKa3aHA TYMaHHUTAP-
Hasl TIOMOIIIb.
2. OH ocTaBmII HaM O€CILIEHHOE HACIEINE.
. Benbixnyia ccopa.
. Hudro He moymkHO moMeNIaTh HAIIUM TIaHaM Ha BBIXO/IHBIC.
. PaboTa mepeBomunka crioxHa.
. HukTo HE umeeT npaBa MopoYHTh €ro 100poe uMsl.
. DTa mapTus uMeeT OOJBIIMHCTBO B MapiiaMeHTE.
. Y Hero TeMHBIE KPYTH TIOJI TJIa3aMHU.
9. OH nmenaeT HEOOMBIHE OMTHOKA B PEUH.
10. On He nmpuen Ha coOpaHKe MO MPEUTOTOM 3aHITOCTH.
11. OH caenaeT Bce BOBMOKHOE, YTOOBI OBIAAETh AaHIIMHCKUM SI3BIKOM.
12. 'V Hee ecTb xkanodw? — Jla, oHa »xayeTcs Ha TOJIOBHYIO OOJb.
13. Ona BriostHE GEIII0 TOBOPUT MO-aHTIINHCKH.
14. OH ObUT IPUHAT B YHUBEPCUTET U OUYEHB STUM JTOBOJICH.
15. Cnenaiite Bce BO3MOXXHOE, 9TOOBI HE OTCTATh 10 TPaMMaTHKe.
16. B Llentpe sA3bIKOBOI MOATOTOBKH B BallleM PACTIOPSKEHUH €CTh KHUTH,
KOTOpPBIE BBl MOYKETE B3SITh HAa HECKOJBKO THEH.

03N L AW

(Source: [1])

Reading Activities Il

1. Read the information about artificial languages. Do the tasks
that follow.

Coined Languages

Artificial, otherwise also known as constructed, coined, planned, or auxiliary,
languages are those languages whose phonology, grammar, and vocabulary have
been intentionally constructed by people, rather than having developed naturally
over an extended period of time. There are many possible reasons for constructing
an artificial language. Among some of them are the following: (1) to facilitate
international communication, (2) to engage in linguistic experimentation,
(3) to help create a fictional world.
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Here are some of the best examples of invented languages.

Lingua Ignota was the first known human-made language, created by
German abbess Hildegard of Bingen in the 12th Century. The name means
“unknown tongue”, and it was probably used as a secret language by Hildegard
and her fellow nuns, although its exact purpose remains unclear. Hildegard was
an accomplished composer, and words from the language were often used in her
musical compositions. She left behind a glossary of only around 1000 words,
most of which were religious or medical terms.

Esperanto is the most successful international auxiliary language
to date, with up to two million speakers worldwide. It was invented in the
late 19th century by a Polish doctor, Ludovik Zamenhof, who wanted to end
interethnic conflict by providing everyone with a common tongue. Zamenhof’s
aim was a language that was simple to learn and politically neutral.

Esperanto may have more speakers, but Klingon is maybe the most famous
constructed language of them all. The language of a fictional warrior alien race
in the Star Trek movies and TV shows, Klingon was mostly created by a linguist
who deliberately added complex rules and sounds that are rare in human
languages. Another possible difficulty for anyone wanting to communicate
in Klingon is that, as a space-based language, it’s lacking a lot of normal Earth
words. For example, there are several different words for “fight”, but no word
for “hello”: the closest Klingon equivalent is “What do you want?”

Despite these challenges, a small amount of dedicated speakers worldwide
are able to communicate fluently in Klingon, and there have even been several
Klingon translations of Shakespeare plays.

Newspeak was created by George Orwell for his novel 1984. The book’s
totalitarian was in the process of replacing English with Newspeak, intending
to eventually wipe out English altogether. Newspeak’s purpose was to “narrow
the range of thought”: for example, it did not contain the words free or freedom,
so the idea of freedom became literally unthinkable. Rather than creating new
words, the government aimed to destroy them. Several words from Newspeak
like doublethink and ungood have been picked up into English, where they’re
usually used to make a point about something that’s considered totalitarian in nature.

There are many other coined languages. Such ones as Nanigani,
are the principal ingredient of the fictional world they are associated with. Some,
like Loglan and AllNoun, are linguistic experiments in form. Some, like Laadan,
have social or political purposes. Some, such as Ahua, are hypothetical creations
or jeux d’esprit. And a language may have several of these purposes at once.

This page lists all the constructed languages can be easily found on
the Internet. A good source for these is the Bibliography of Planned Languages
(excluding Esperanto) maintained by Rick Harrison.
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Comprehension and Speaking Activities

Group the coined languages mentioned in the text according to
the following criteria.

Language Origin and purpose Linguistic characteristics
of creation

Watching and Listening Activities

1. Listen to the presentations called “Esperanto — The World’s
Favorite «Constructed Language” at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=KztctvSveEl. Write down the English script of the audio.

2. Listen to the presentations called “Esperanto — Building
a Language Bridge” at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vp_
pD0JZ0dg and “9 Reasons to Learn Esperanto | Lindsay Does Languages
Video” at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IsOQVGKJkbM and
complete the following chart.

Linguistic characteristics

Reasons for learning Esperanto

Speaking Activities

1. Which ideas of language construction do you find the most
reasonable/strange/silly/funny/curious? Why? Exchange your views
in small groups.

2. Find the information about other artificial languages on
the internet. Report it to your fellow-students in class.
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Part 4
LANGUAGE AND IDENTITY
AND LANGUAGE POLICY

Reading Activities
1. Read the text and do the tasks that follow.

The Future of the English and Language Policy

1. The history of English suggests that the prospects for English and its
relationships with other languages are inextricably bound up with world
economic and demographic trends. And one of these trends is already very
significant. Analysis of the population growth of the countries involved indicates
that (on average) countries where English is used as a second language are
growing at approximately three times the rate of those countries where it is
a mother tongue.

2. Although English currently appears to be in an unassailable position
in the modern world, its future as a global language is not necessarily assured.
In the Middle Ages, Latin seemed forever set as the language of education
and culture, as did French in the 18th century. But circumstances change, and
there are several factors which might precipitate such a change once again.

3. There are two competing forces to take into account: the pressure for
international intelligibility, and the pressure to preserve national identity. It is
possible that a natural balance may be achieved between the two, but it should
also be recognized that the historical loyalties of British ex-colonies have been
largely replaced by pragmatic utilitarian reasoning.

4. The very dominance of an outside language or culture can lead to
backlash or reaction against it. People do not take kindly to having a language
imposed upon them, whatever advantage and value that language may bring to
them. As long ago as 1908, Mahatma Gandhi said, in the context of colonial
India: “To give millions knowledge of English is to enslave them”. Although
most former British colonies retained English as an official language after
independence, some (e. g. Tanzania, Kenya, Malaysia) later deliberately rejected
the old colonial language. Even today, there is a certain amount of resentment
in some countries towards the cultural dominance of English, and particularly
in the United States.

5. There is a close link between language and power. The USA, with its
huge dominance in economic, technical and cultural terms, is the driving force

71



behind English in the world today. However, if the USA were to lose its position
of economic and technical dominance, then the “language loyalties” of other
countries may well shift to the new dominant power. Currently, perhaps the only
possible candidate for such a replacement is China; it is not that difficult to
imagine circumstances in which it could happen.

6. A change in population (and population growth) trends may prove
to be an influential factor. The increasing Hispanic population of the USA has,
in the opinion of some commentators, already begun a dilution of the “Englishness”
of the country, which may in turn have repercussions for the status of the English
language abroad. Hispanic and Latino Americans have accounted for almost half
of America’s population growth in recent years, and their share of the population is
expected to increase from about 16 % today to around 30 % by 1050. Some even
see the future possibility of a credible secessionist movement, similar to that for
an independent Quebec in Canada, and there has been movements within the US
Republican party (variously called “English First” or “Official English” or “US
English”) to make English the nation’s official language in an attempt to reduce the
significance of Spanish. The official policies of bilingualism or multilingualism
in countries with large minority language groups, found in countries like Canada,
Belgium and Switzerland, are an expensive option and fraught with political
difficulties, which the USA would prefer to avoid.

7. A 2009 report by the British council suggests that the number of people
learning English is likely to continue to increase over the next 10-15 years,
peaking at around 2 billion, after which a decline is predicted. Various attempts
have been made to develop a simpler “controlled” English language suitable for
international usage (e. g. Basic English, Plain English, Globish, International
English, Special English, Essential World English, etc.). Increasingly, the long-
term future of English as a global language probably lies in the hands of Asia,
in particular, the huge populations of India and China.

8. Having said that, though, there may now be a critical mass of English
speakers throughout the world which may make its continued growth impossible
to stop or even slow. There are no comparable historical precedents on which
to base predictions, but it well may be that the emergence of English as a global
language is a unique, irreversible event.

2. Explain or interpret the following sentences.

1. Although English currently appears to be in an unassailable position
in the modern world, its future as a global language is not necessarily assured.

2. Circumstances change, and there are several factors which might
precipitate such a change once again.
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3. There are two competing forces to take into account: the pressure for
international intelligibility, and the pressure to preserve national identity.

4. It should also be recognized that the historical loyalties of British ex-
colonies have been largely replaced by pragmatic utilitarian reasoning.

5. The very dominance of an outside language or culture can lead to
backlash or reaction against it.

6. The increasing Hispanic population of the USA has already begun
a dilution of the “Englishness” of the country, which may in turn have
repercussions for the status of the English language abroad.

7. Some even see the future possibility of a credible secessionist movement,
similar to that for an independent Quebec in Canada.

8. Official policies of bilingualism or multilingualism in countries with
large minority language groups found in countries like Canada, Belgium and
Switzerland, are an expensive option and fraught with political difficulties,
which the USA would prefer to avoid.

Vocabulary Practice

1. Match the following words with their definitions:

1) precipitate, v. a) able to be believed; convincing

2) utilitarian, adj. b) an unintended consequence occurring some time
after an event or action, esp. an unwelcome one

3) dominance, 7. c) designed to be useful or practical rather than
attractive

4) dilution, n. d) showing or producing tension or anxiety; filled with

5) repercussion, s., n.  ¢) a strong and adverse reaction by a large number
of people, esp. to a social or political development

6) secessionist, 7. f) the action of making something weaker in force,
content, or value

7) credible, adj. g) someone who wants their country or state to be
independent of another country

8) fraught, adj. h) power and influence over others

9) backlash, n. 1) cause (an event or situation, typically one that is bad
or undesirable) to happen suddenly, unexpectedly,
or prematurely

2. Form derivatives to the following words:

significant; comparable; increasingly; intelligibility; credible; inextricably.
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3. Fill in the correct prepositions:

1) be bound ... world economic trends;
2) take ... account;

3) impose ... people;

4) account ... population growth;

5) be fraught ... political difficulties;

6) reaction ... the dominance of English.

4. Translate into English.

HepaspbIBHO; 3aHUMATh HE3bIOIEMYIO TIO3HLIHIO; YCKOPATD (aMep.) N3MEHe-
HUS; KOHKYPUPYIOIIHE CHJIbL, IPHHUMATh BO BHUMaHUE; IOHATHOCTB, JOCTYII-
HOCThH (AJ11 IOHUMAaHUs); BEPHOCTh, IPEJAHHOCTh; IParMaTUYHOE M MPAKTH-
4yeckoe 00BSCHEHNE; TOCIOACTBO YYKOTO sI3bIKa; MOIIHAsE OOpaTHasi peakius
TPYIIIBI JIFONCH; CMEHA; YMBILUICHHO, MPEIHAMEPEHHO OTKA3aThCs OT...; OClia-
OneHue, pa3MbIBaHKe, CIaJl; IMETh HOCIEICTBUS U1 CTaTyCca aHITIMHCKOTO S3bI-
Ka; JIATHHOAMEPHKAHI[bI COCTABIISIIOT [TOJIOBUHY HACENICHUsI AMEPHKH; BEPOSITHOE
CenapaTucTCKOE JABMKEHHE; OBITh CONMPSHKEHHBIM C IIOJIMTHYECKUMH TPYITHOCTSI-
MH; Bce OoJIbIIe U OOJBIIe; COMOCTABUMBIIA, 3aCTy)KHMBAIOLIMI CPABHEHUS; He-
oOpatmmMoe, 6eCTIOBOPOTHOE COOBITHE.

Speaking Activities

1. Agree or disagree with the following statements. Give your
reasons.

1. The current dominant position of the English language has nothing to do
with world economic, political and demographic trends.

2. The future of English as a global language is assured.

3. The dominance of an outside language or culture never leads to backlash
or reaction against it.

4. “To give millions knowledge of English is to enslave them”.

5. There is no link between language and power.

6. The current increase of Hispanic population in the USA has no impact on
the “Englishness” of the country.

7. Some linguists forecast the future possibility of a credible secessionist
movement in America, similar to that for an independent Quebec in Canada.

8. Official policies of bilingualism or multilingualism in countries with large
minority language groups are an expensive option and fraught with political
difficulties.
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9. A 2009 report by the British council suggests that the number of people
learning English is likely to decline in the nearest future.
10. The emergence of English as a global language may become a unique and
irreversible event.

2. Discuss in groups in what circumstances people will use
English in the future. Think about work, travel, social situations,
the Internet, etc.

3. Give profound answers to the following questions.

1. Will the British “brand” of English play an important role in the 20st
century?

2. Which language may rival English as a world lingua franca in the 21st
century?

3. What gives a language global influence and makes it a “world language”?

4. Will the demand for English in the world continue to rise at its present rate?

5. Can anything be done to influence the future of English?

6. How many people will speak English in the year 2050? What role will
English play in their lives? Will they enjoy the rich cultural resources the English
language offers or will they simply use English as a tool of their trade?

7. What effects will economic globalization have on the demand for English?

8. Is the Internet the electronic “flagship” of global English?

9. Will the spread of English lead to over half of the world’s languages
becoming extinct?

10. How would you compare your language with English?
(Source: [4])

Writing Activities

1. Make a report or write an essay on one of the following
topics.

1. Recent history of English as a means of understanding its contemporary
status.

2. Characteristics of English as a global medium.

3. Possible scenarios for English in the short-and long-term future.

4. The roles of British and American English in the ongoing spread of
the language.

5. Reasons for the emergence of English as a global language.
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2. Translate the following sentences into English.

1. AHMIHIICKMI S3BIK — CaMBIi pacripoCTpaHeHHBIH B Mupe Oiaromapst ObIB-
et bpuranckoii umnepun. B cTpanax «mepBoro kpyra», Takux kak CIIIA, Ag-
crpanus, Kanana, Hoas 3enanaus, BennkoOpurtanust u Mpmanausi, aHDTHHACKAI
SBIISICTCS POIHBIM SI3BIKOM JJIS1 OOJIBIIMHCTBA HACETICHHUS.

2. AHITIMICKUH SI3BIK — HEUTPaTbHOE CPEJICTBO OOIIEHUS. DTO SA3bIK OU3HE-
ca, HayKu 1 MH(OPMAIIMOHHBIX TexHOJOrHui. [ToMmuMo 3TOTO, OH siBIsIETCS OH-
[UaTBHBIM, HO HE POJIHBIM SI3BIKOM B PsIJIE CTPaH.

3. Ecnn aHTIIUHACKHUNA A3BIK CTAHET €UHCTBEHHBIM INTOOATBHBIM S3BIKOM,
9TO TIpUBENET K yiuepOy u karactpode. MHOTHE HApOABI TTOTEPSIIOT CBOH I'yMa-
HUCTHYECKHUE WACAIBl M IIEHHOCTH. DTO Tak)Ke BBI30BET JTMHTBUCTUYECKHUE TPO-
TECTHI — OTKA3 TOBOPUTH MO-aHIIMACKHU TIO/ PEAIOTOM HEOHUMAHNS.

4. Cama He femaeT rpyOBIX OIIHOOK B pedr Ha HHOCTPAHHOM SI3bIKE, T03TO-
My y HETO €CTh NMPEHMYIIECTBO Mepe IPyTUMH CTyAeHTaMu. Ha 3aHsATHAX OH
YacTO OTOJBUTACT OCTAIBHBIX HA 3aIHUH IJIaH.

5. oxtop bpayn — muarsuct. OH 0€1710 TOBOPHT Ha IIECTH S3bIKaX, MEPEBO-
JIUT TIICbMEHHO €IIIe C TPeX s3bIKoB. Ha mpoTskennu 15 net oH n3yyaer «Mepr-
BBIe» SI3BIKM M KYJIBTypHBIE (D€HOMEHBI IPEBHUX IUBHIM3AIUN. J[aHHBIE ero
JIUHTBUCTHYECKHUX aHAJIM30B HCIOIB3YIOT M B APYTHX Haykax. B ciemyromem
TO/y OH COOMpPAETCS OMyOIUKOBATH CBOIO PabOTy O TEPMAHCKHUX SI3BIKAX MEPHO-
na CpeHeBEKOBbS M HCKYCCTBEHHBIX.

6. MckyccTBeHHBIE S3BIKM CO3/IAIOTCS JUIS CHATHS KOMMYHHUKAaTHBHOTO Oa-
phepa MeKIy KOMMYHUKaHTaMU. Takue s36IKUA He SBISIFOTCS SI3bIKaMH KaKOW-JIH-
00 HaLMH, TO3TOMY ITPU TaKOHl KOMMYHHKAIIUH HUKTO HE HMEET MPEUMYIIECTB.
C apyroii CTOPOHBI, UICKYCCTBEHHBIE SI3BIKM HE UMEIOT MO/ COO0H KyIBTYpHOM
6a3bl 1, BO3MOXKHO, TI0 3TOM MPUYHHE HE ABISIOTCS 0CO000 MOMYISPHBIMH.

7. B 1784 rony Bunbsim JI>KOHC cienani JMHTBUCTHYECKOe OTKphITHE. OH 10-
Ka3ajl, 9YTo ITyOouaiiime KOpHU aHTIINHCKOTO S3bIKa HUCXOMAT K IPEeBHEHHIHII-
CKOMY SI3BIKY IO Ha3BaHHEM «CaHCKPUT». OH BBISIBUI CXOJCTBO MEXK/y CIIOBa-
MH Ha CAaHCKPHTE U CIIOBaMHU 00JIee MOJIOIBIX eBPOIEHCKUX SA3BIKOB, TAKUX Kak
AHIIMHCKHUN, HeMEIKHH, (hPaHILy3CKHIA, IPEYECKUi U Jp., 1 OOBETMHUII HX B Ce-
MBIO HHJIOCBPOTICHCKUX S3BIKOB.

8. M3ydenune aHTIINIKOTO SA3bIKa B CTpaHaX, I7Ie HACEJIEHUE HE ABISETCS €To
HOCHTEJIEM, — OY€Hb MTPUOBUTBHBIN OHU3HEC IS aHIIIOA3BIYHBIX CTPaH, TAKUX Kak
CIIIA u BenukoOpuranusi. OHU SKCIIOPTUPYIOT YUUTEISH U yIeOHYIO JIUTEPaTy-
PY | MOTy4aroT MIJUTHOHHBIE TPUOBLITH.

9. JlocTronHCTBOM JTH0060TO MCKYCCTBEHHOTO S3BIKA SBISIETCS MPOCTOTA €r0
JIEKCUYECKUX M TpaMMaTHueckux Gpopm. B HEM OTCYTCTBYIOT Ma/ieku U Taek-
HbIE OKOHYaHHSA, a CHCTEMa BPEMeH, Kak MIPaBUIIO0, OTPAHUINBACTCS TPEMSL.
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10. HecMoTpst HA TO YTO QHIITUHCKHUH SI3BIK IOCTATOYHO JIOTUYECH B OTHOIIIS-
HUM IPaMMaTHKH, OH BCE 7K€ CIIOKEH B U3YUCHUH, TOCKOJIBKY OUYCHb UICOMATH-
4yeH. MHOTHe 110 9TOH Nnpu4rHe OpOCaroT ero N3y4eHue Ha CpeHeM U CpeiHe-
MPOJABUHYTOM 3TaIax.

11. ExxeronHo B MUpE Ha EPEBOJ] TEKCTOB TPATATCS] MIJUTHAP/IbI JIOJIIAPOB.
IIpu 3TOM MBI HE BCeria MOXKEM €My JOBEPATh: MEPEBOJUMKU 3a4aCTyIO JOITy-
CKaroT MEJIKHE ¥ IpyOble OMIMOKH, KOTOPBIE MOTYT OY€Hb JOPOTO 00OMTHCH.

12. CaMblii TpyAHBIH €BpONEHCKUN sI3bIK — BeHrepckuil. B Hem 36 manexeit
U OYEHb CIOXKHOE MpousHoueHue. [ Apyrux eBponenneB OH KaKeTcs ce-
KPETHBIM KOJOM. Pycckuil Takike HEIIPOCT B U3YyYEHUH, IOCKOJIBKY B HEM MHO-
ro c10BO(OPM M Ia/IC)KHBIX OKOHYAHUI HE TOJILKO Y HMEHH CYILECTBUTEIBHO-
T0, HO U y IPUJIAraTeiabHOro U iaroja.

3. Write down your thoughts and your vision of solutions to
the problems suggested in the topics. You may arrange your thoughts
in any ways you like, but the issues emphasized should be revealed
(1, 5-2 pages).

Topic 1
Problems of Communication in Europe

Though English is becoming the global language, there are not a great
number of English natives in Europe. As the tourist industry is developing,
more and more people who are non-professionals are engaged in European
communication. There are several solutions suggested: a) insisting on English,
though most simple people don’ t know it; b) choosing Russian as the most
widely spoken international language in Europe; c¢) choosing an artificial
language based on European languages; d) choosing German as a very popular
European language. Give your arguments and counter arguments concerning each
suggestion. What countries would support this or that suggestion (mention their
languages and the language groups they belong to).

Topic 2
Problems of Euro-Asiatic Communication
Most popular and widely spoken languages on the Eurasian Continent are
Russian, Chinese and Hindi, as most simple people speak them. English is usually
spoken by professionals; very few common population speak it, so it is a kind
of artificial for most of them. Do you think that any of these languages has
the chance of becoming the language of the Eurasian communication? Why
or why not? Give your arguments and counter arguments concerning each
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suggestion (Russian, Chinese, Hindi). Or should English dominate in any case?
What countries would support this or that suggestion (mention their languages
and the language groups they belong to).

Topic 3
Problems of Professional Communication

Though English is considered to be the most popular language of science,
business and international politics, scholars are still going on inventing “no one’s”
languages for communication among professionals in different fields. Why do
you think such languages have still been constructed for a hundred of years? What
are the risks of turning English into the only global language of professionals?
Or do you think professional communication should be done by means of
translation and interpretation? In any other way? Give your arguments and
counter arguments concerning each suggestion.

Speaking Activities

Role play. The Future of World Commmunication

Idea. As communication throughout the world rises, the humanity needs
the common means of communication. Run a talk show devoted to the problem
supporting the view of the group of people you belong to.

Tasks for the groups.

1. Make a short monologic speech in favour of your point of view.

2. Prepare 3—4 questions to your opponents.

3. Think of 3—4 arguments against your opponents and be ready to attack
your opponents.

4. Think of what kind of arguments may your opponents have against you
and be ready to resist them.

5. Use your active vocabulary in your monologues and dialogues.

6. Work in a team and make up common arguments and judgment.

Group 1. You are sure that English is going to become the only global
language. Your speech and arguments should contain the following issues: historical
reasons, widespreadness around the globe, application in numerous spheres of life,
simplicity of grammar, variety of academic materials for learning etc.

Group 2. You think that the best way of solving the problem of the world
communication is an artificial language. Your speech and arguments should
contain the following issues: simplicity, no attachment to any country and culture,
difficulties in learning existing foreign languages etc.
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Group 3. You do not think that the humanity all over the world would ever
use a common language. You think there is no alternative to translation and
interpretation and only those professionals whose jobs involve communication
with foreigners or working with foreign information sources should know another
foreign language; most of the population would easily do without it. Your speech
and arguments should contain the following issues: difficulties of learning another
foreign language (English as an example), a high cost of introducing English as
an academic discipline in educational establishments all over the world, necessity
of possessing special personal abilities for foreign languages, impossibility of
mass literal application of English as a large part of the population are illiteral
even in their native language, rather frequent absence of the result in mastering
a foreign language.

Play Flow.

Stage 1. Each group presents their positions. (Monological speech, 2—3 min.)

Stage 2. The groups put questions to each other and give their counter-
arguments (Debate, each group is attacked by 2 questions or counter-arguments
from each of other groups).

Stage 3. Each group participant estimates the level of argumentation of your
opponent groups (that of the whole group, ranging from 1 to 10). The results
define the winner. Admit the most active participants and the most attractive
arguments.

Part 5
WAYS OF LEARNING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Reading Activities |
How to Learn a Second Language

1. Before reading the text answer the following questions.

1. Is learning a foreign language difficult or easy for you? Why (not)?

2. Is every person able to learn a foreign language? Why (not)?

3. What personal qualities are required to be an effective language learner?

4. What do you think are the best ways of learning a foreign language?

5. Is it possible to master a foreign language in a short period of time?

6. What does a language learning process involve?

7. What difficulties may a person confront with when he or she starts learning
a foreign language?
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2. Read the following article and find the nine tips on effective
ways of acquiring a foreign language.

Italian cardinal Joseph Caspar Mezzofanti was said to have spoken more than
38 languages fluently at the time of his death in 1849, a skill that would have
been imminently useful in today’s globalized economy.

Unfortunately, most people nowadays have trouble recalling anything more
complex than “Dénde esta la biblioteca?”’(Where is the library?) decades after
their last high school Spanish lesson.

So we set out to uncover what’s involved in learning a foreign language as
an adult, which methods work best and how you can maintain your new exotic
tongue once you’ve got it down.

1. Some advertisements would have prospective polyglots believe they’re
just a 15-minute audio tape away from becoming a U. N. interpreter. But experts
say these get-fluent-fast programs are a complete sham. “There is no method that
can do that”, says Robert De Keyser, a professor of second language acquisition
at the University of Maryland. “The only way to learn a language is to make quite
a bit of effort on a daily basis”.

2. Programs designed to mimic the learning methods of children are also
a waste of time and money, says DeKeyser. “You cannot expect to just absorb
language the way that a child does”, he says. “Children are good at learning
the underlining system of all the language input they get because they can
infer the underlying patterns without understanding the rules. Adults must be
conscious of the rules of the language. Their implicit learning doesn’t work
all that well”.

3. Lisa Davidson, an associate professor of linguistics at New York
University, says one major difference in the language learning process between
adults and children involves interference from a native tongue. “When you’re
a kid, all you’re working at is acquiring a language, and you don’t have anything
to get in the way of that”, she says. “When you’re an adult and you already have
a language, the one you already know filters sounds and you get substantial
interference from it”.

4. Before the age of one, infants are able to differentiate between sounds
that their parents cannot (a notable example is the inability of native Japanese-
speaking adults to distinguish between the “r”” and “1” sounds). That ability can
be reactivated with the proper amount of language input right up until puberty,
a stage linguists refer to as the critical period. And then comes adulthood, and
with it many more hurdles.

5. Many experts agree that the ideal learning method for adults really depends
on the individual. “Find the method that works for you and stick with it”. says
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Richard Simcott, a polyglot who has professionally worked in over 14 languages
at once for the British Foreign Service. “The main thing is to do a bit every day
and not to get discouraged if you miss a day. If audio works for you, do audio.
If it’s classes, do classes. But find whatever it is and be consistent”.

6. But not all adults are created equal. There are several factors that
contribute to the success of one student over another. “First of all you need
aptitude for language learning”, says De Keyser. “People vary in their aptitude
like they do in learning maths or in playing basketball”.

7. These biological differences in aptitude do not mean that individuals
with a knack for languages can just move to Japan and passively await fluency.
“Motivation is a key part of learning a language”, says Davidson. “The more
time that you spend during the day speaking your second language, the better at
it you’re going to be”.

8. Learning from multiple people is another key to success, especially when
attempting to cultivate a native accent. “When you are exposed to a lot of people,
you get a much better sense of what the sound of a word is supposed to be”, says
Davidson. “You avoid exposing yourself to what could be idiosyncrasies in one
individual’s speech patterns”.

9. Once an individual masters one language, experts say learning additional
foreign languages can be much easier for a number of reasons. Individuals with
previous experience know what’s involved in the learning process and are more
adept at cultivating strategies for communicating with limited comprehension.
“And no matter how different the two languages are, there are some sounds
or words that can be carried over”, says De Keyser.

10. The tricks to maintaining foreign fluency are very similar to the methods
used to achieve it — you have to practice. “Maintaining a language is a matter of
dedicating enough time to it”, says De Keyser. ““You need to interact with native
speakers. Make every possible effort to speak the learned language on a daily
basis”. Simcott recommends continually challenging yourself even after you’ve
reached fluency. “Sign up for political science or philosophy classes where you
will be tested beyond asking things like “how much is the bread?” This will help
you understand the culture and the people infinitely better as well”.

11. And to anyone unaccustomed to having the speaking capabilities of
a 2-year-old, perhaps the best advice is to accept that you are going to make a fool
of yourself. “You have to laugh”, says Simcott. “You can only laugh because
if you don’t, you cry. Just keep practicing”.

(Source: [4])

3. Complete the sentences according to the text.

1. The only way to learn a language is ... .
2. Children are good at learning ... because they can ... . Adults must be ... .
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3. One major difference in the language learning process between adults and
children involves ... .

4. Before the age of one, infants are able to ... that their parents cannot.

5. Find the method that works for you and ... .

Vocabulary Practice

1. Match the English words with their Russian correspondences:

1) sham a) 0emtocTh (peyu); CBOOOIHOE BITAJICHHE (A3bIKOM )

2) hurdle b) oTmmanTenbHAs 0COOCHHOCTD, YepTa (CmiLis, Xapax-
3) fluency mepa); CBOEOOPa3HOCTh

4) knack C) CKIIOHHOCTB, CIIOCOOHOCTh

5) aptitude d) momenHnYeCcTBO, 0OMaH, (harbCupUKAIHS

6) speech patterns €) YMEHHE, CHOPOBKA, MacTEPCTBO

7) idiosyncrasy f) npensiTcTBHE, Iperpana, 6Gaprep

g) pedeBbie Moenu (00pas3Ibl)

2. Find in the text the words having the same meaning as those
listed below:

to intend; inevitably /necessarily; to support; potential (1); translator (1);
fraud/cheating (1); to imitate/parody (2); to deduce/guess (2); latent/tacit
(2); strong/sturdy (3); to recognize/identify differences (4) to renew (4);
obstacles/barriers (4); to (strictly) follow (5); firm/steadfast (5); genius for
(6); inborn skill for (7); to improve/develop (8) peculiarities/eccentricity
(8); expert (9); understanding (9); to reach/attain (10) to devote (10);
exceedingly /immensely (10) to subscribe for (10) not used to (11);
abilities (11).

3. Use appropriate prepositions where necessary.

1. This is not what I set ... to learn when I took this course.

2. It’s high time we got ... to work.

3. Parents should involve themselves ... their children’s education.

4. The only way to learn a language is to make an effort ... a daily basis.
5. Children are good ... learning languages.

6. Adults must be conscientious ... the rules of the language.

7. The ideal learning method ... adults really depends ... the individual.
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8. If you stick ... it, your writing will gradually get better.
9. There are several factors that contribute ... the success of one student ...
another.
10. First of all you need aptitude ... language learning.
11. He became adept ... getting even the shyest students talk.
12. Learning ... multiple people is another key ... success.
13. Maintaining a language is a matter of dedicating enough time ... it.
14. He is going to sign ... the business course.

Speaking Activities

1. Make up a dialogue between a mother and a daughter / son.
The mother tries to persuade her child to take her foreign language
lessons seriously. The child seems reluctant to do it.

2. Make a brief presentation on the ways of acquiring foreign
languages.

Reading Activities Il
Great Language Learners

1. Before reading the text answer the following questions.

1. How many languages do you speak? Why and how did you learn them?

2. What jobs require the knowledge of several languages?

3. Do you think it is easier to learn a new language when you already know
other languages? Why (not)?

4. Do you know any polyglots?

2. Read the text and do the tasks that follow it.

According to legend, Cardinal Giuseppe Mezzoffanti (1774—1849), who
spoke a lot of languages, once learned a language overnight in order to hear
the confession of two condemned prisoners the following morning. While
the story sounds amazing to be true, there are polyglots who have achieved
quite staggering feats of language learning.

1. Arguably the greatest of all was Francis Sommer. Brought up in
Germany, Sommer was still a schoolboy when he succeeded in learning

83



Swedish, Sanskrit and Persian. On a trip to Russia, he mingled with
the international community and, so the story goes, learned a dozen European
languages. He later moved to the United States, where he worked as a research
librarian, and by the 1920s had mastered 94 languages. Another great linguist
is Stephen Wurm benefited from the fact that he came from a multilingual
family. His father, also a linguist, asked everyone in the family to speak to
the child in their own language. This meant that his mother addressed him
in Hungarian, his father in English, his grandfather in Norwegian, and his
grandmother in Mongolian. Because of Wurm’s father’s work the family also
lived in Germany, Russia, China, Argentina, and Turkey. As a result, Wurm
spoke ten languages by the time he was six.

2. To most of us, the achievements of polyglots seem superhuman, but
the polyglots themselves don’t see it that way. Kenneth Hale, a linguistics
professor who speaks around 50 languages, believes his talent bears similarity
to that of a musician’s. And while talent is one factor, a love of languages is
essential. Hale recalls the time when he was learning Navajo: “I used to go
out every day and sit on a rock and talk Navajo to myself”. Languages became
an obsession. “I let everything else slide”, he says.

3. David Perlmutter, Professor of Linguistics at the University of California,
likens the process of languages learning to a puzzle. Mastery, he believes, stems
from the joy of solving the puzzle. “If you know English and German”, he says,
“it is easy to learn Dutch”. Therefore once you know Spanish and another Roman
language, you can pick up Portuguese quickly.

4. But is there any chance that these super-polyglots might get confused?
Do they ever get nervous about garbling their languages? According to Kenneth
Hale, it does happen. Occasionally, he begins speaking in one language and
without knowing it, finds that he has drifted into another. It happens especially
when it is difficult to distinguish between related languages. “Unless I am
attentive... I can mix up languages like Miskitu and Sumu, both of which are
spoken in Central America and are very similar”. Francis Sommer felt the same.
Fearing information overload, he gave up learning new languages in later life.

5. Of today’s polyglots, Ziad Fazah, a Lebanese living in Brazil, is probably
number one. A speaker of around 60 languages, Fazah, unlike many great
polyglots, was not born into multilingualism. Besides his native Arabic
he learned only French and English at school, and taught himself the other
languages. His astonishing abilities have had some interesting consequences.
On one occasion the Brazilian police stopped an undocumented alien who was
babbling unintelligibly. They asked Fazah for help. Fazarh realized immediately
that the man was from Afghanistan and speaking a dialect called Hazaras.
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On another occasion, the US Consulate grew suspicious of Faraz’s ability to
speak Chinese and Russian. Suspecting that he was a terrorist, they brought him
in for questioning. After two hours, however, he was released.

6. Fazah is not wildly known, though that may change. In recent years,
he has appeared in TV programmes in Greece and Spain, where he was
quizzed in multiple languages including Hungarian, Korean, Japanese and
Chinese. He passed with flying colours. While this earned him a reputation
as a phenomenon, he is still a few languages behind the legendary Cardinal
Mezzofanti. Unlike Mezofanti, Fazah cannot claim to learn languages overnight,
but he can apparently learn a thousand words a month — a gift a thousand
students around the world would envy and admire.

3. Complete the following chart according to the text.

Learner Language(s) Methods and results

4. Answer the following questions.

1. What advantages did Stephan Wurm have as a learner of languages?

2. According to Kenneth Hale, what type of talent do polyglots have?

3. How is learning new languages at times “easy”, according to David
Perlmutter?

4. What do polyglots sometimes worry about?

5. What bonuses and problems has Ziad Fazah experienced because of his
linguistic abilities?

Vocabulary Practice

1. Using a dictionary check the pronunciation of the following
words:

Navajo, Miskitu, Sumu, Hazaras.

2. Match the words and expressions from the article to their
definition:

1) master, v. a) in a way that is impossible to understand

2) let smth. slide b) to neglect smth., or allow it to get worse

3) pick up c¢) a form of a language which is spoken in only
one area, with its own words / grammar
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4) garble, v. d) to speak quickly in a way that is difficult to

understand

5) information overload | ¢) to learn smth., so well that you have no

difficulty with it

6) babble, v. f) too much to remember
7) unintelligibly g) to learn without consciously studying
8) dialect, n. h) to mix up or confuse words

3. Complete the sentences using words and expressions from

exercise 2.

1. It is easy to ... foreign languages ... if you do not use them regularly.
2. In many countries, people can understand the standard form of their

language and also a local ... .

3. The best way to ... new vocabulary is by reading a lot.

4. It may be impossible to ... a foreign language completely.

5. For most students, more than ten new words per lesson equals ... .

6. Many language learners find that native speakers speak ... — they use lots

of idioms and colloquial expressions.

7. When babies ... they are imitating adult language.
8. If you know three or more languages, you’re more likely to ... your words.

4. Explain in English:

e to pass with flying colours
e multilingualism

e related languages

e to earn reputation

e to babble unintelligibly

e to bear similarity

e to bring in for questioning

5. A) Write the correct combination of the verb and the particle:

1) benefit  4) mix a) up (x2)
2) drift 5) pick b) from (x2)
3) stem 6) born ¢) into (x2)

B) Highlight these phrasal verbs in the article, comment on their

meaning.
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6. Match the English words with their Russian correspondences:

1) feat, n. a) CMeIaThCsl, 00MaThCst

2) obsession, n. b) oueBUIHO, HECOMHECHHO

3) liken, v. C) BO3MOXXHO, CITOPHO, MTOXay i

4) mastery, n. d) HaBs3uMBas ujes, MaHUs

5) quiz, v. €) yrnomo0iaTh, CpaBHUBATh

6) apparently, adv. f) mckyccTBO, OIBUT, MACTEPCTBO
7) arguably, adv. £) YMCHHE, COBEPIICHHOC BIIaICHHUE
8) mingle, v. h) ompamBats, BEICTIpaminBaTh

7. Complete the sentences with the prepositions from the box.
Check any new expressions in a dictionary.

from (x3) toin (x2) about (x2) for with

1. Do you think you will succeed ... passing your next exam?

2. If you could improve your English by watching DVDs, by living
in an English-speaking country or by studying from books, which would
you opt ... ?

3. Do your problems in English stem ... your grammar, or are there other
problems?

4. Do you feel you are lacking ... vocabulary?

5. Even at advanced level, some students’ spoken English is riddled ... errors.
Does this matter, or is fluency more important?

6. What distinguish your first language ... English?

7. What types of classroom exercises appeal ... you?

8. Is pronunciation worth bothering ... or are you happy to keep your accent?

9. Are you nervous ... giving presentations in English?

10. How can your vocabulary benefit ... using the media?

Speaking Activities

1. A) Work with a partner. Discuss questions 1-10 from exercise 7.
Are the suggested answers from exercise 7 true for you? If not,
why not?

B) Tell the class, what you found out about your partner.
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2. Work in pairs and discuss the following questions.

1. What are the benefits of being a polyglot? Are there any drawbacks?

2. In your opinion, what necessary qualities are required to become
a polyglot?

3. Do you think it would be a good idea to have a universal language that
would be written as it is spoken? Will it ever happen?

Writing Activities

1. Make up an outline of the article. Write out the key words for
each point of the outline.

2. Find the information about other methods /ways of learning
foreign languages. Report the information you've found out to your
group-mates.

Speaking Activities

1. A) Skim over the “Learner Questionnaire”. Have you done
a questionnaire like this before? Do you think it’s useful? Answer
the questions about yourself.

What Kind of Learner Are You?

1. I never / sometimes / often practice my English outside class.

2. 1 am usually very active / quiet / rather lazy in class and I
never / sometimes / often ask questions.

3. I’'m very / reasonably / not at all confident about speaking English in front
of a group of people.

4.1 worry a lot/ a bit / don’t worry at all about making mistakes.

5. T always / sometimes / never make notes during the lesson.

6. I have / don’t have a monolingual dictionary. I sometimes / never / often
use it in class / for my homework.

7. Expanding my vocabulary is / isn’t one of my main priorities.

8. I am very / fairly / not very interested in work on English phrases and
idioms.

9. Studying and remembering grammar rules is / isn’t very important to me.
I feel / don’t feel need to do a lot of work on grammar.

88



10. 1 feel / don’t feel I need to revise a lot of the grammar and vocabulary
I have learnt in the past. (Especially ... ).

1. T think it’s extremely important / quite important / not very important
to have good pronunciation in English. Improving my pronunciation is / isn’t
a priority for me.

12. For me, writing essays, letters, etc. in English is reasonably easy / a real
problem / not that important.

B) Compare your answers in pairs.

C) Devise an “action plan” to improve your English. Make use of
the following phrases.

I am not the kind of person who ... .

One of the worst faults is that I (never) ... .
Personally, I’d like to concentrate on ... .

My main aim is to ... .

... 1s one of my main priorities because of ... .
Another thing I thought might be a good idea is to ... .

Discussion points.

1. Discuss in groups why so many people want to study foreign languages
nowadays.

2. Work in teams and discuss various ways of learning a foreign language
and say how to reach a certain level.

3. Work out several arguments that you think might persuade a Belarusian
teenager to take up foreign languages.

2. Put the ways of studying a foreign language given in the list
below in order of importance (begin with the most enjoyable one).
Explain why you make such a choice:

e study grammar rules

e interact with native speakers

o try to speak with your teacher and groupmates
e learn new words and phrases

e consult a dictionary

e watch TV and listen to music

e write essays on interesting topics

e travel abroad
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3. Add to the list your own ways of learning a foreign language.
Comment on them.

4. Tell the audience / your fellow students what foreign language
learning involves.

5. Speak on the situation with foreign language learning in Belarus.

6. Compare the situation with foreign language learning in Britain
and Belarus.

7. Discuss the following questions in pairs.

1. In what ways are you a good or bad language learner?

2. How many languages can you speak and how well can you speak them?

3. “Fluency in a language is more important than accuracy”. Do you agree?

4. Are you satisfied with the way languages are taught in your country?

5. Do tourists often try to speak your language when they visit your country?

6. “Every child should learn to speak a second language”. Do you agree?

7. Which should be the official world language — English or Esperanto,
or any other language?

Public Speaking Activities

Make up presentations on the following topics.

1. Components of language capacity.

2. My own techniques of language learning.

3. Being a multilingual personality.

4. International standards and requirements to language students.
5. International language exams: description and requirements.



CHAPTER IV
TALLENT AND GENIUS IN ARTS

Part 1
GREAT PEOPLE: TALENTED OR INDUSTRIOUS?

Reading Activities

1. Read the following text and pick up the key factors of
becoming famous. Write out the words in bold to make up your active
vocabulary. Do the tasks that follow.

How to Become Outstanding Personally and Professionally

Not All Roads Lead to Fame

It almost goes without saying that you’re less likely to find fame in some
career than others — you can be the best mime artist, puppeteer or origami
practitioner in the world, but it’s probably not going to land you the kind of
fame where people yell out your name in the street or attract a multitude of
groupies to your tour bus. Mime artists don’t even get their own tour buses, so
that’s definitely out of the question.

With all this in mind, you need to choose your profession carefully and
there’s only really a few industries in which it’s possible to become A-list famous:
acting, music, sports, modeling, comedy. And with a few rare exceptions, they’re
pretty much your best options.

But there are many people notable not only for their music or acting
performances. There are a lot of outstanding personalities in science, business,
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politics, technologies, medicine etc. Do all they have anything in common? Are there
any guidelines to become famous? Of course, each case is unique. But psychologists
have identified some tips which definitely will help you to get your aim.

Do your best. 1 bet someone at some time gave you that advice. And you
probably tried to follow their instructions. But what is your best? Do you know?
Probably not, because your best is a constantly changing state of being. Your
best yesterday may not be your best today or tomorrow.

You haven’t yet achieved your best. You have had a “best” moment... a peak
moment... but you probably didn’t know what that “best” moment looked like
before it happened. And your next “best” will look different as well.

Imagine being or doing your best. What does that look like? How will you
behave? What will you accomplish or do? What will you say? What energy or
emotion will you express?

If you are a high performer, you achieve your best daily because you
continually strive to be and do better. You also have a vision of “best” that you
work toward daily.

How to Be Your Best Daily

Recently I heard someone — unfortunately, I can’t remember who — define
the word “best” with an acronym. He said, to do your best every day you must:

Be Excited to Smile Today;

Be Excited to Serve Today;

Be Excited to Succeed Today.

If you do these three things, you have done your best.

I agree that excitement, or enthusiasm, are part of doing your best. When
you serve, you also are at your best. And when you succeed, you can serve on
a greater level with confidence and heightened energy.

Success is critical. When you succeed, you excel beyond your standard
norms, and high performers enjoy this accomplishment. They often succeed,
which is how they live into their best selves daily.

How to Be Outstanding Daily

But is doing your best enough if you want to succeed and achieve your
potential? Tony Robbins talks about being “outstanding.” I think this is what
you must strive for to become your “best self.”

I love the word “outstanding.” It reminds me to “stand out” as more than
excellent in everything I do. It pushes me to be better than my best.

To be outstanding daily, you must be:

Optimistic

Optimism changes your world view, That’s why optimists sometimes have
a less-than-realistic view of the world. They see possibilities where pessimists
see impossibilities. Because of this, they strive for things that seem a stretch
but do so with the faith that they can make it happen. Your positive mindset
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helps you manifest your big dreams more often. The more positive you become,
the more often you will find yourself excelling above your standard norms
consistently, which will make you outstanding.

Unleashed

To become outstanding and achieve your potential, you can’t hold back.
You have to remove all constraints... let yourself off the leash. When you give
your all to everything you do, put your full energy and self into every action,
your performance regularly will be recognized as above and beyond others in
your field.

Tenacious

If you refuse to fail or give up, if you continue to work hard and embrace
the struggle, eventually you will succeed. There’s no way you can’t. Your
persistence — your tenacity — will pay off. And you’ll be recognized for that
effort and mindset.

Strategic

Those who succeed tend to move forward strategically. Successful people
have plans and goals and a big-picture view of where they are going. And they
know how to stay focused on their purpose each step of the way. If you can
approach everything you do strategically, you will find yourself excelling beyond
your wildest dreams.

Awestruck

Fear holds most people back. But at the other end of the spectrum lies awe.
Can you feel amazed by your life and the things you do? Can you feel awestruck
by your talents, gifts, and skills as well as for the opportunities, relationships, and
situations in your life? Outstanding people know how to move through fear by seeing
it as excitement for the awesome future they can grab... if they choose to do so.

Natural

One of the best ways to succeed is to be yourself. Whatever you do, do it
from an authentic place. When you are natural — in your behavior, speech,
dress, and attitude — you attract people and opportunities to you. You naturally
live into your best self, which moves you closer to outstanding.

Demanding

The most successful people have enormously high standards for and
expectations of themselves. To achieve your potential, you must be demanding
of yourself. You can’t live complacently or comfortably. You must push
yourself, demand the best of yourself. If you don’t require yourself to level up
every day, it’s impossible to become outstanding.

Intentional

Living intentionally means being “on purpose” in every moment. Do you
know what you want from each day, hour or minute? Do you set an intention
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and then move toward it with focus and presence? If not, it’s time to start.
Intentional behavior begets outstanding results.

Nurtured

To achieve your best self and excel in whatever you do requires self-care.
You must nurture yourself. Doing so allows you to have the energy and vibrancy
to excel. Plus, it’s important to nurture others — to support and care for them.
Too many people forget to do both. Those who are outstanding remember.

Generous

If you want to be outstanding, be generous — with your praise, support,
donations, help, information, skills, and expertise. Be generous with your
love and appreciation. At your core, you are a generous person. Express that
generosity in every way possible, and you’ll discover — as will those around you —
that you have an outstanding ability to share your gifts with others.

(After https://www.nyfa.edu/student-resources/how-to-become-famous/,
http://ninaamir.com/become-outstanding-personally-professionally/)

2. Fill in the table with your active words and word combinations
from the text.

To be outstanding, | To be outstanding, To be outstanding,
you must be: you must have: you must do the following:

hard-working ability set an intention and then
move toward it

Vocabulary Practice

1. Give the synonyms to the following words:

famous; extraordinary; executor; to want too much; achievement; perfect;
hard work; greedy.

2. Explain the meaning of the following word combinations.

Outstanding personality; a constantly changing state of being; high
performer; a vision of “best”; heightened energy; to “stand out”; positive
mindset; excelling above your standard norms; to remove all constraints; embrace
the struggle; to move forward strategically; feel awestruck; to be yourself; do it
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from an authentic place; live into your best self; be demanding of yourself;
to level up every day; being “on purpose” in every moment.

Speaking Activities

Work in pairs or small groups.

1. What do you do daily to be outstanding in your daily life?
Do you agree or disagree with the statements in the previous exercise?
Give your arguments.

2. Do you think you will excel in your future job/profession? In any
other fields? Which necessary qualities do you possess and which do
you lack?

Writing and Speaking Activities:
Self Study

1. Make up a presentation about the outstanding personality you
admire most of all and the way to his or her fame. Emphasize the ratio
of their talent and hard work. Present it in class.

2. Make up a presentation about an outstanding professional in
your field making a psychological analyses of his or her career ladder.

Part 2
A CHILD PRODIGY

Reading Activities

1. Read the text Write out the words in bold to make up your
active vocabulary. Do the task that follows.

Being a Prodigy

Most of us aspire to reach excellence in our fields. Some of us reach the peak
of our careers during adulthood, but some are so talented and skilled during
childhood that they are comparable or even superior to adults. There have been
many child prodigies throughout history.
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A child prodigy is someone who is a master of one or more skills or arts at
an early age. One generally accepted heuristic for identifying prodigies is the
following: a prodigy is someone who, by the age of roughly 11, displays expert
proficiency or a profound grasp of the fundamentals in a field usually only
undertaken by adults.

Scientists have of course for many years examined what makes a child
prodigy. Two groups of scientists have formed from these studies, and both
groups have developed their own theory.

The first group of researchers believes that prodigies possess a gentic specialty,
whereas the other group is of the opinion that it is due to their family environment
and social background that these children become such geniuses. This nature versus
nurture dilemma is exemplified by two famous prodigies: Carl Gauss, one of the
most influential mathematicians in history, came from a humble upbringing, while
Mozart, on the other hand, came from a priviledged background and was given early
childhood private lessons, which might explain why he grew to greatness.

More recently, science has started to examine the factors that may lead to
excellence. Could it be general intelligence, working memory (which is a part of
intelligence), or a type of autism (Asperger’s syndrome)? Indeed, previous studies
have found that individuals diagnosed with Asperger’s syndrome are often highly
talented. To examine the features of child prodigies, scientists Joanne Ruthsatz and
Jourdan Urbach interviewed 8 child prodigies who excelled in art, math or music.

As expected, these genius children were found to have IQ scores greater than
the general population — 128 compared to the population average of 100. One child
was only slightly above the population average with a score of 108. Overall,
it can be said that child prodigies are indeed intelligent, but not as intelligent as
we would have expected. Furthermore, in terms of autism, the highly talented
prodgies do not differ significantly from the rest of the population.

When analyzing the working memories of the prodigies, scientists came
across an amazing result. Each of the eight prodigies had a working memory
which put them in the top 1 % of the population and each of them made it
to the top 99th percentile in terms of working memory capacity.

Our working memory is important for a number of tasks in our everyday
life — its main task is to memorize and store information and keep several pieces
of information at once in our head. Learn new things, make logical decisions
and recall pieces of information which we’ve stored away in our memories —
all of these are tasks our working memory masters. A typical situation in which
we need our working memory is when someone tells us a phone number but we
don’t have anything to write it down on so we have to keep it in mind for a little
while until we find a pen and a piece of paper. Our working memory capacities
are highly correlated with our intelligence.

(After https://www.sciencedaily.com, https://www.neuronation.com)
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2. Agree or disagree with the following statements.

1. A child prodigy is a very rare phenomenon.

2. A child prodigy is able to do things professionally at an early age.
3. Being a prodigy is a deviation from the norm that must be cured.
4. Working memory is a key factor of being a prodigy.

5. Avery one can be trained to become a prodigy.

Vocabulary Practice

1. Complete the list of the adjectives between the following ones.

ST, et clever,

2. Translate the following sentences into English.

1. Jletn-ayTHCTB 4acTO OBIBAIOT TAJIAHTIMBBIMU M JIa)K€ TEHUAJIbHBIMH,
HO TOJIBKO B Kakoi-To ofHoi1 chepe. OHUM MPAKTHUECKH JIUIIEHBI CIIOCOOHOCTH
o0mmarscs.

2. Moemy Oparty IIoxo JaeTcst MaTeMaTrka, IOTOMY 4TO Y HEro ciaboe Jio-
THYECKOE MBIIIUICHNE U HEOOJBIIOH 00beM OrepaTuBHOI NaMsTH. 3aTo OH — OT-
JIMYHBIA MY3BIKAaHT, Y HETO OTJIMYHBIN MySBIKaJ'lBHI)II\/’I CJIyX ¥ nmoTpsdcaromnias pa-
60TOCTIOCOOHOCTB.

3. CrtocoOHOCTD K N3YYEHHIO HHOCTPAHHOTO SI3bIKA COCTOUT M3 CJISTYIOIINX
KOMITOHEHTOB: YyBCTBO PUTMa, (DOHEMaTHYECKHIi CITyX, OONbII0H 00beM onepa-
THUBHOU U JIOJ'IFOCpO'-IHOf/'I naMsTH, JOTHYCCKOC MBIIIJICHUC. OJIHaKO OIHH KOMIIO-
HEHTBI MOTYT KOMICHCHPOBATh JPyrHe HEMOCTAOIINE, TIO3TOMY HHOCTPAHHBIN
SI3BIK JaeTcs OONbIIEMY KOJIWYECTBY JIIOZICH, YeM, HalpuMep, MaTeMarHka, Iie
KOJIMYECTBO KOMIOHEHTOB CITIOCOOHOCTH OI'PaHUYEHO.

Listening Activities
Listen to a presentation at https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=HhKD6ce61eE about 10 Mind Blowing Child Prodigies.
Complete the chart with the information about each child.

Name Place Field, achievements
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Speaking Activities

Discuss the following issues with your group-mates.

1. Is it better to be a child-prodigy or an ordinary one? Would you like your
children to be genius? Why/why not?

2. What fields are you good at? What are your achievements? Is it the fruit
of your inborn capacity or hard work? What does your capability lie in?

Part 3
MUSIC IN OUR LIVES

Reading Activities |

1. Read the following views on music. Write out the words in bold
and try to use them while giving your own arguments.

Reasons Why You Should Listen to Music

It relieves stress.

One of the most important reasons why people listen to music is because it
relieves stress. For instance, most Heavy Metal songs are dark and depressing,
so people who are going through a struggle in their life are attracted to it,
because they feel like the writer of the song understands their pain. At least, that’s
the main reason. Some just listen to Metal because they like the way it sounds.
And for some people, listening to a happy and upbeat song (Beatles, Bruno Mars,
Michael Jackson, etc.) will also make you feel better after a long day. Either
way, you can’t deny that listening to music will help melt your stress away.

Yeah, it can help in matter of health too.

Music is good for your heart.

I recently read that there were some heart patients in a hospital. Some of the
patients listened to Mozart. The ones that did had improved heart rates and
lower blood pressure compared to the ones that did not listen to any music at all.
Fascinating, isn’t it?

It gives you a chance to be creative.

Have you ever thought to yourself, “I want to be just like my favorite singer/
band. How about I write a song?” This thought occurs to almost everyone, but
few people actually go out and write a song. I am guilty of this as well. For some
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reason, | can write poems and stories easily, but my song will sound like some
Justin Bieber single. Anyways, let’s get back on topic. In short, writing stories is
good for you, right? It lets you make use of your creativity. A song is basically
like a story, but, for most people, even harder, because you have to include
instruments, vocals, most songs rhyme, etc.

Music can help relieve pain.

Many people suffering unbearable pain have listened to classical music
(don’t often listen to classical myself, but I must agree that Mozart is a genius)
and have found that they feel much better. But do not listen to rock, dubstep, or
anything of that nature. Listening to genres like that has actually shown that you
will feel even more pain. Some lyries that has similar sad stories like we had can
really relieve some of the pain from our past.

Music can get you friends.

Everyone basically knows this, but if you have trouble making friends,
listening to music might help. Just say for instance, you are a Beatles fan. You
overhear someone saying about how much they LOVE the Beatles. You go over
there, introduce yourself, talk about the Beatles, BOOM! Instant friendship.

Music can motivate you.

Why do you think that people sometimes listen to music at the gym,
especially rock or rap? It motivates them! When you listen to angry music, it gets
your blood pumping, you get even more motivated to work out, and you perform
better in your workout than you would without music. It has been proven!

The lyrics and sound can tell you much, bring up new ideas.

It brings people together.

Music plays an important role in our society and the reason why people listen
to music vary from one individual to the other. To begin with, I would like to
say that most people do indentify themselves through the lyric’s of the song’s,
hence feel comforted after listen to music tracks , to illustrate this I like to share
my own personal experience. There is this song sang by the famous singer
Whitney Houston that I heard when I was still fifteen and that has been a source
of inspiration to me, and had has a great impact on my live.

Strange as it may seem but I don't listen to music very often. I can't actually
say I don't like it — but it's like a kind of sweets for me. You can't eat sweets all
days long. Neither can I listen to any kind of sounds non-stop. So I am not a sort
of person who wears earphones in the street — a constant listening to anything
prevents me from thinking, from concentrating, it gets on my nerve in the end.
Only when I really feel I need something beautiful 1 switch on my favourite
singers or a group or even go to the concert, but I am very selective about it.
I say, it's just like a good vine, like a delicious cake: so I do love music, but...
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Speaking Activities

1. Discuss with your group-mates the role of music in your life. Give
your own views on the importance of music.

2. What kinds of music are you fond of?

Reading Activities Il

1. Read the text. Write out the words in bold to make your active
vocabulary. Do the task after the text.

Playing an Instrument

Learning to play an instrument is one of the coolest things you’ll ever do.
Whether you’re just starting out in school, decided you wanted to play in a band,
or have decided to learn to play music now that the kids have grown, it’s a fun
and rewarding thing to do. If you don’t already know what you want to play,
you’re in great shape — that means everything is a possibility! See Step 1 for
some helpful advice about picking the right instrument for you.

Many adults, especially those who enjoy instrumental and acoustic music,
would like to learn to play a musical instrument, but are intimidated by the
prospect — where to start? The good news is that in a lot of ways, it’s simpler
to pick an instrument as an adult — you know your tastes by now, and you have
access to a much wider range of instruments, teachers, and options... it’s a far cry
from the old junior high decision of picking between clarinet and trombone!
Here are some questions to ask yourself.

Here’s How:

1. What kind of music do you like? This seems like an obvious point, but
think it through: if you really prefer listening to acoustic folk music, drums —
fun as they seem — might not be the right choice. But really dig deep with this
question. A musical instrument is a big investment of time and money, so
make sure the style of music that you’d be playing fits the bill. Some instruments
are more versatile than others — once you get basic fiddle fingering and bowing
down pat, you can specialize in a genre or continue to dabble in many, for
example, whereas the sitar is a bit more limiting.

2. In what sort of situations do you see yourself playing? Does playing in
an acoustic stringed instrument jam session sound good? Perhaps the mandolin
would be a good choice. If you’re less social, the piano always sounds good solo,
and makes a gorgeous piece of furniture even when it’s not being played.
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3. What are the limitations of your budget? Most instruments can be
purchased in various price ranges, but some are more drastically cheap
or expensive than others. The tin whistle, for example, will run you about twelve
bucks for a perfectly good, playable instrument — and at the top of the line,
they don’t generally run over $300.

4. What sort of practice space do you have? Live in a thin-walled co-op in
the middle of Manhattan? Perhaps the Highland Bagpipes aren’t really your best
option. Live on a farm in the middle of nowhere? Squeeze freely, my friend.

5. How easy will it be to find a teacher? You shouldn’t have too hard of
a time finding a cello instructor within a few miles of any small city anywhere
you live. If you want to play the Cajun-style diatonic accordion, your options
will be slightly more limited.

6. What kind of time do you want to put into the instrument?
All instruments will require an enormous time investment if you want to
become a really excellent player, but for less time, you can become a pretty
good or adequate player, depending on what you’re looking for. Unless you’re
ready to invest serious hours, don’t fuss with something like the kora — perhaps
choosing something like simple rhythm guitar is best for you. If you really want
to make music but have very little time to invest in practicing, a simple rhythm
instrument, like demes, is a great choice.

7. What are your physical limitations? If you can’t hoist something heavy,
don’t try to play upright bass. If you don’t have great lung capacity, think twice
about the saxophone. Trick elbow? trombone may not be so easy. Certainly, if
you’ve got the will to play something that will be physically difficult for you, you
can surpass just about anything, but be ready for a bit of adversity.

8. Do you want to play and sing at the same time? If you really want
to accompany yourself singing, especially if you want to do it solo, you might
consider going with one of the two classics: piano or guitar. Sure, plenty of
great musicians have accompanied themselves on other instruments, but piano
and guitar can both provide a fullness and range of sound that, solo, accompany
a human voice well. It’s no accident that they’re the most popular accompanying
instruments for singers.

9. Do you want to learn to read music? If you want to play Western
classical music, you’ll need to learn to read music, specifically on whichever
clef accompanies your instrument. Jazz players generally need to learn to read
music, as well, though it can look a bit different than classical sheet music,
and some international music traditions have various styles of written music
and charts as well. If you’re looking to avoid reading music and play simply
by ear, most genres of folk music around the world don’t require any written
notation.
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10. Do you want to be the leader of the band? If you’re looking to play
small-ensemble music, be it classic rock or reggae or any number of other genres,
where do you envision yourself fitting in? If you want to be out front, pick the
instrument that takes the most solos and plays the melody within your chosen
genre. If you’d rather be an unsung hero, go for something in the rhythm section.

11. Are there folks around to play with? Certain types of music
(and the instruments that they’re played on) really are best-suited to social
players, and you’ll have a hard time keeping it up if you never have a chance to
pick a tune with others. Irish music and old-time music, for example, are really
best enjoyed session-style, so unless you want to be doomed to a life of solo
banjo pickin’ or bodhran beatin’, consider whether or not you’ve got some people
around to practice with, or if you’re willing to seek them out during travels.

2. Complete the sentences according to the text.

1. A musical instrument is a big investment of ... .

2. Make sure the style of music that you’d be playing fits ... .
3. If you’re less social, the piano ... .

4. Most instruments can be purchased in ... .

5. Live on a farm in the middle of nowhere ... .

6. Unless you’re ready to invest serious hours, ... .

7. If you can’t hoist something heavy, ... .

8. If you really want to accompany yourself singing, ... .

9. If you want to play Western classical music, you’ll ... .

0

10. If you’re looking to play small-ensemble music, ... .

Vocabulary Practice

1. Make up the list of musical instruments. Use the text above and
the dictionaries.

2. Translate the sentence from Russian into English.

1. Mo#i TuIeMsIHHUK XO4eT UTpaTh B AyXOBOM OpKecTpe, Korma BeipacteT. [o-
STOMY OH ITOCEIIAeT MY3BIKATbHYO IIKOY, TJIE YYUTCS UTpaTh Ha TpyOe ¥ TpoMOOHe.

2. 51 BeIOpaya UTpy Ha TUTApe IO ONHOW MPUYWHE: ITO TMOPTATUBHBIA HH-
CTPYMEHT, OH HE 3aHMMaeT MHOTO MecTa. HaliTi MecTo [uIsi TaKoTO pacKOLIHOTO
HWHCTPYMEHTA, KaK TMaHUHO, B OJTHOKOMHATHOM KBapTHUPE OYEHb CIIOKHO.

3. Urpats Ha (opTenuano jerde, 4eM Ha CKpPHIKe, IIOTOMY YTO BO BpEMs
UTPBI MOXKXHO «BHJIETB» MY3BIKY.
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4. PanbIie MOM Jpy3bsl CIATANH, YTO MTPATh Ha TyIKe, IUMOATax, pOKKe
WJIM BOJIBIHKE — 3TO Hecepbe3Ho. Ho mocie Toro kak OHM CXOAMIIM Ha KOHLEPT
HaIei QoNBEKIOPHON TPYIIITEI, OHA U3MCHUIM CBOC MHCHHE.

5. Mos cecTpa yuutcs B AkageMuu My3bIku. Kaxaplii IeHb OHa J0Ma uc-
IIOJIHSIET MY3bIKaJIbHbIE LIENEBPbl HA CKPUIIKE, AJIbTE, BUOJIOHYEIU U KOHTpa-
Oace. Cocequ mIyTAT, 9YTO UM HE HAJO XOIUTh Ha KOHIIEPTHI KIACCHIECKOU
MY3BIKH.

Speaking Activities

1. Discuss the following issues with your group-mates.

1. Have you ever practiced to perform music? Where did you learn to do it?
Was it an easy or a difficult experience?

2. What instrument would you like to learn playing? Why?

3. Do you know any famous performers? What do you know about their
career?

2. Role playing. Act out your parts emphasizing all the pluses ands
minuses of the issues bellow.

Situation 1. You are going to enter a rock group, so you ask your parents for
a drum-set for you. Your parent(s) are against as you live in a small flat.

Situation 2. You would like to play the guitar, but your parents want you
to play some more classical instrument.

Self-study Activities

1. Find the information on the internet about various styles of
native and foreign music. Make up a presentation about 3-4 of them.

2. Make up a presentation about your favourite style of modern
music. Supply it with a sound track.
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Part 4
GENIUS IN MUSIC

Reading Activities

1. Read the text. Write out the words in bold to make your active
vocabulary. Do the task after the text.

The Greatest Composers

Johann Sebastian Bach

He is famous for his matchless combination of masterly musical engineering
(as one reader put it) and profound expressivity. Bach was surely aware of the
new trends. Yet he reacted by digging deeper into his way of doing things. Bach
did not invent any new styles of forms of music, but rather perfected every
single one of them which existed in his day. He remains the all-time master of
the fugue, a form which is so difficult to write that even Mozart and Beethoven,
both of whom wrote fugal masterpieces, hated writing them.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

The most gifted musical genius in history, the most famous genius of any
field in history, and the perfecter of Classical music. He wrote 41 symphonies,
27 piano concerti, a large amount of chamber music, 23 operas, 18 sonatas
(se'nata) for piano, 36 for violin, for cello, church sonatas, organ pieces,
18 masses, including one Requiem, 4 horn concerti, 20 string quartets,
serenades and many others.

Ludwig van Beethoven

The inventor of Romantic music. Before him, all that could be said in music
had been said (by the next two composers). With his 3rd Symphony, nicknamed
“Eroica,” and his 4th and 5th Piano Concerti, the world of music entered its
Romantic Era, out of which it may not yet have emerged. t was Beethoven’s
temperament that created his finest, and most idiosyncratic works, among
them his 3rd to 9th symphonies, his last three of five piano concerti, his violin
concerto, the finest ever written, two masses, one of which is the Missa Solemnis,
the second greatest mass ever written, his chamber music, especially his string
quartets, the last 6 of which, the Late Quartets, are universally considered to be
among the greatest musical works in history.

Richard Wagner

He only wrote operas, which he termed “music dramas.” But of them, his
finest masterpieces are Tannhauser, Lohengrin, Tristan und Isolde, which some
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consider his finest achievement, Die Meistersinger von Nurnberg, Parsifal,
and his gargantuan four-opera cycle Der Ring des Nibelungen.

Franz Schubert

The greatest songwriter of all time, and the second greatest master
of melodic, lyrical composition. Schubert had a natural mastery of all the forms
of the day, but loved songs the most, and wrote them so quickly that as soon as
he was finished with one, he threw it to the floor and grabbed another sheet of
paper to start another. He wrote approximately 650 songs in the sixteen years
of his career.

Frederic Chopin

The most idiomatic composer for the piano who ever lived. Chopin did not
understand orchestration, which he freely admitted, and had help from friends,
including Liszt, in scoring his two piano concerti. Chopin’s melodic genius is
superlative in all respects, and he composed primarily short works piano works,
of which the most notable are his ballades, etudes, sonatas, mazurkas, waltzes,
nocturnes, preludes.

Franz Liszt

The greatest pianist of all time. Liszt sightread Grieg’s Piano Concerto,
playing it perfectly the first time he saw the music. He wrote hundreds of short
pieces, songs, preludes, etudes, two piano concerti, symphonic poems, and was
an al-around master of every genre in which he composed. Most of his piano
works are among the most technically demanding, almost impossible, to play, but
of note are his Transcendental Etudes, designed for the piano student to master
all forms of piano performance. They are probably the most difficult pieces of
music ever written for any instrument, and even veteran professionals refuse
to play No. 5, “Feux Follets.”

Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky

One of the finest orchestrators, and one of the supreme melody writers in
all of music. Not surprisingly, his favorite composer was Mozart, in honor of
whom he wrote “Mozartiana,” an elaboration of several of Mozart’s melodies.
Tchaikovsky is the all-time master of the ballet, and all of his are world-famous:
the “Nutcracker,” “Swan Lake,” “Sleeping Beauty.” He wrote two operatic
masterpieces, “Eugene Onegin,” and “The Queen of Spades.” His ballets are
well known for their melodic magnificence, but he also wrote 6 symphonies,
the last three of which are universally accepted as legendary for the resplendent
orchestration and development of their lyrical melodies.

Sergei Rachmaninov

One of the few composers who was equally virtuosic at performance (piano),
and conducting an orchestra. He legendary for his second two, of four, piano
concerti, the third being probably the most difficult and pianistic concerto every
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written, containing one of the finest piano cadenzas. He is known for writing
large chords of up to 5 notes per hand, which he could perform easily with his
gigantic hands.

(After http://listverse.com/2009/12/17/

top-15-greatest-composers-of-all-time)

2. Complete the chart according to the text.

Composer Country Genre(s) Works

Vocabulary Practice

1. Proofread the pronunciation of proper nouns mentioned in
the text using online dictionaries. Transcribe them.

2. Translate the sentence from Russian into English.

1. Eciu ObI 51 XOTeJ UrpaTh Ha MY3bIKAJIbHOM HMHTCPYMEHTE, sl ObI BBIOpA
yIapHYIO YCTaHOBKY. VICTIOMHSATH pa3imuyHble MPETIONH, COHATHI M ATIOBI — 9TO
He o MHe. KpoMe Toro, y MeHs HeT HeaIbHOTO MY3bIKAJIFHOTO CIIyXa.

2. M. C. bax ycoBepmeHCTBOBAJ MHOTHE MY3bIKaJIbHBIC KaHPBI H OCTaBIII
YEII0BEUECTBY BEJIHMKOE MYy3bIKaNbHOE Hacienue. OH 0COOCHHO M3BECTCH Kak
MacTep Qyru.

3. K coxaeHnro, COBpeMeHHAasT MOJIOSKb MaJIo 3HACT O KIIACCHICCKOH My-
3BIKE, HE YBJIEKAeTCs OIepoil u OareroM. B mHTepHETE HA MY3BIKAIBHBIX Caii-
TaX W3BECTHHIC COHATHI M CHM()OHHH, BAIBCHI H KOHIIEPTHI 9aCTO 0003HAYCHBI
KaK «XOPOIIIasi My3bIKay WIN IIPUATHAS MY3bIKa.

4. 51 uHOTZA XOXKY B 3aJ]1 KAMEPHOUW MY3BIKH, YTOOBI MOCIYIIATh CKPHUIIKY,
BHOJIOHYEb, (DICHTY U cakcooH. MHE 0YCHb HPABATCS Npou3BencHus berxo-
BeHa 1 Momnapra.

5. C. PaxMaHMHOB HE TOJBKO 00JIaJaj MacTepCTBOM HANHCAHUS MY3BIKH,
HO | JIEPHKHUPOBATT OPKECTPOM.

6. Magaii cxogum Ha koHIepT lomena. Tam OymyT HCHIOTHATH IPOM3BEIE-
HUS pa3TMIHBIX KAHPOB: OAJTAIIbI, BaJIbCHI, HOKTIOPHBI M TTPEITFOIIH.

7. Mol namna He XOJUT Ha KOHLIEPThI KIACCUYECKON MY3bIKH 1101 IPEAJIOroM
TOTO, YTO HE MOYKET OTIIMYHTE (PYTY OT COHATHI, a CHM(OHUIO — OT cepeHapl. Of-
HAKO B JICTCTBE OH 3aHUMAJICS MY3bIKOW U HTpaj Ha Oac-rutape.
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Writing and Speaking Activities

Make up an oral presentation about your favourite composer.
Present it in class. Supply it with a sound track.

Self-study and Public Speaking Activities

Make up oral presentations supported by multi-media on
the following topics. In your presentations, use the vocabulary studied
in the previous topics.

Topic 1. Talent and genius in cinematography. Cinema in as a part of
the culture.

Topic 2. Cinema masterpieces.

Topic 3. Outstanding performances of the theatre and ballet.

Topic 4. Greatest painters and their works.



CHAPTER Y
FAMILY ISSUES

Part 1
FAMILY AS A SOCIAL INSTITUTION.
FAMILY VALUES

Reading Activities |

1. Read the text. Write out the words in bold to make your active
vocabulary. Do the task after the text.

What is a Family?

The family is the most basic and ancient of all institutions, and it remains
the fundamental social unit in every society. Broadly speaking, the family is
a group of people related by blood or law, living together or associating with
one another for a common purpose.

An “ideal” family consists of a husband, a wife, and their dependent
children. This particular family pattern, however, is far from typical. A more
accurate conception of the family must take account of the many different family
forms that have existed or still exist in different cultures. (What other family
patterns do you know?)

What characteristics, then, are common to all family forms? First,
the family consists of a group of people who are in some way related to one
another. Second, the members live together for long periods. Third, the adults
assume responsibility for any offspring. We may say, then, that the family is
a relatively permanent group of people related by ancestry, marriage, who
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live together, form an economic unit, and take care of their young. If this
definition seems a little cumbersome, it is only because it has to include such
a great variety of forms.

There are many different views on family life. Some people could not do
without the support and love of their families. Others say it is the source of most
of their problems and anxieties. Whatever the truth is, the family is definitely
a powerful symbol. Turn on the television or open a magazine and you will see
advertisements featuring happy, balanced families. Politicians often try to win
votes by standing for “family values”: respect of parental authority, stability in
marriage, chastity and care for the elderly (What other family values do you find
important?).

There are people who say that traditional family is a thing of the past.
(What is a traditional family in your opinion?) They see many indications that
the family is in decline, in such things as the increased number of one-parent
families, the current high divorce rate and what they see as a lack of discipline
within the family. What is a strong family then?

People all over the world are trying to learn what makes strong families.
Strong happy families share some patterns whether they are rich or poor, black
or white. Strong, happy families spend time together, talk about their problems.
Members of strong families show each other affection and appreciation and
they are also committed to one another. People all over the world cherish
the same values about their families.

Today, however, families are changing, but they are not disappearing.
Families give us a sense of belonging and a sense of tradition. Families give us
strength and purpose. Our families show us who we are.

The things we need most deeply in our lives — love, communication, respect
and good relationships — have their beginnings in the family.

2. Agree or disagree with the following statements.

1. The notion of family implies blood relation only.

2. The features of the family do not depend of a country.
3. Family values are the thing of the past.

4. Giving birth to children is the basic family value.

5. A modern family is in decline.

Vocabulary Practice

1. Explain the meaning of the following words:

affect; confide; cherish; divorce; relate; secure; institution; jealousy.
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2. Suggest morphologically related words to the words in the table
if possible.

Noun Verb Adjective

confidence

relate
society

secure

trust

cherish
affection

3. Use an appropriate word or phrase from the box to fill in
the gaps:

offspoffspring, to show affection and appreciation,
social unit, sense of belonging and tradition,
family values, lack of

1. The family remains the fundamental ... in every society.
2. Politicians often try to win votes by standing for ... .

3. The adults assume responsibility for any ... .

4. The family is in decline because of ... discipline.

5. Members of strong families ... each other ... and ... .

6. Families give us ... and ... .

4. Make up the chart according to the text.

Basic family values Family meaning Features
of family decline

5. Translate into English.

1. B mercTBe eMy YacTO HE XBaTaJl0 POAUTEILCKON 3a00ThI U MIOHMMAHUS
OJIM3KHUX JIFOIEH.

2. OOBIYHO CEMCHHBIC TPATUIHH TICPEIAIOTCS U3 ITOKOJICHHS B TIOKOJICHHE.

3. O4eHb XOPOIII0, KOTJIa PSIOM €CTh YCIOBEK, KOTOPOMY ThI MOXKEIITh ITOJI-
HOCTBIO JIOBEPSITh.

4. CeMbsl — 3TO HCTOYHUK 3a00THI, PaIOCTH, TOHUMAHUS U OIICPIKKH.

5. Korma et BRIpacTaroT, OHU MPOSIBIISIOT 3a00TY O CBOUX POAUTEIISAX.
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6. KaxoBo Baie cemeiiHOe nojoxeHne?
7. CeMbe OBUIO OYEHB CIIOKHO MOBJIHATH Ha CHIHA-TIOAPOCTKA, MTOCKOIBKY
OH TIepecTall POSIBIIATH JOJKHOE YBAKEHHE K aBTOPUTETY POANTEIICH.
8. HecmoTpst Ha Bce ccOpbl, MOM TETS U TS/ COXPAHUWIN CEMEHHBIN COr03
Omaromapsi BEpHOCTH U CTaOMIIEHOCTH B Opake.
9. JleTsiM, BOCIUTBIBAEMBIM B HETIOJIHBIX CEMbSIX, YaCTO HE XBATACT IHC-
LUTUTAHBL.
10. CynpyraMm ciemyeT damie IposSBIATh CBOIO MPEIaHHOCTH APYT APYTY
1 MOJIYEPKUBATH LIEHHOCTH MapTHEpa.
11. HecmoTpst Ha TO 4TO 00a Cynpyra MO/ICp>KUBAIN OJJHU U TE K€ CeMEIHbIC
LEHHOCTH U TPaUIINH, OHU HE CMOIJIN 3TO MEPeAaTh CBOUM ACTSIM.

Speaking Activities

1. Answer the following questions and develop the idea.

1. What are the family values your family cherish? Which of them would
you like to preserve in your future family life?

2. Have you got any family traditions? Could you tell about some of them?

3. Do you live in a nuclear or extended family? Do you keep in touch with
your distant relatives?

4. Do you see any differences between the children brought up in a full and
one parent families? If so, what are they?

2. Work in small groups. Imagine you are members belonging
to different generations living in the same family. It is difficult for you
to live under the same roof, but still you have to find compromises.
Imagine one or several problems you may face and find solutions to them.

Reading Activities Il

Arranged Marriage:
Advantages and Disadvantages

Read the text about the tradition of an arranged marriage. What is

your personal attitude to such a tradition? Is it typical of your country?

Arranged marriages have been around for thousands of years, and were
practiced all around the world at some point. They are when parents predetermine
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who their child will marry. These two people often have comparable
backgrounds both socially and culturally. This tradition is still commonly
practiced in India, South Asia, and other parts of the world. Recently it has begun
to raise controversy. People are beginning to ask questions about the reasoning
and motives behind these arranged marriages.

Pros of Arranged Marriages

1. The “One”. People who are placed in an arranged marriage do not have
to worry about the dating world, or waiting for the “one”. This takes a lot of
stress and anxiety out of life.

2. Parental Discretion. Your parents are the ones who choose who you are
to marry, so you do not have to worry about them liking your spouse. The same
goes for having to worry about your in-laws approving of you.

3. Same Values. Your parents will choose your spouse extremely carefully.
They will make sure it is someone who matches your own beliefs and values
to ensure compatibility.

4. Close To Your Roots. Participating in an arranged marriage can make
you feel much closer to your family, and your culture. Arranged marriages are
highly traditional and renowned.

5. Love Grows. While you may not say your I Do’s completely love struck,
that doesn’t mean the you are doomed to a loveless marriage. Love takes time,
but will (hopefully) bloom.

6. Children. With two parents of the exact same background, religion,
and culture your children will grow up immersed in theirs. You do not have to
worry about conflicting views on things like that because they where discussed
ahead of time.

Cons of Arranged Marriages

1. Wedding Blues. You may feel like your wedding is not your own. You do
not know the person you are marrying nor their family. It is completely done by
the families, the bride and groom have very little say in their wedding ceremony.

2. Dating Deprived. Dating is taken out of the equation when you have
an arranged marriage. You do not get the opportunity to figure out what you do
and do not like in a partner.

3. Placing Blame. If any marital problems arise between the couple then
the parents are often the first to be blamed. Especially if the marriage results in
a divorce, the family is humiliated because it is perceived as their fault.

4. Family Ties. It is inevitable that you family will be very highly involved
in your life. This includes your married life. This can cause problems between
the married couple.
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5. Waiting For Love. Love takes a long time to develop. When two people
are thrown into a marriage that isn’t based on the foundation of love, it may
take quite some time for these feeling to develop. This can lead to depression,
misery, and divorce.

6. No Diversity. Arranged marriages focus on keeping tradition and culture
alive. This sadly means that they do not stray from their cultural background.

7. Identity Loss. People may find themselves changing what they like or who
they are in order to fit into their spouses or family’s ideals. This can be very
damaging.

2. Agree or disagree with the following statements according to
the text.

1. Arranged marriages depend on the backgrounds of future spouses.

2. The arranged marriage is the thing of the past.

3. There are more cons than pros in the arranged marriage.

4. Love may grow after the marriage.

5. The arranged marriage keeps family traditions throughout generations.

Vocabulary Practice

1. Translate the sentences from Russian into English using
the underlined words in the text.

1. Mou pOJACTBEHHHMKH CHJIBHO OECIOKOSTCS MO TOBOAY TOTO, YTO s €Ile
He 3amy>keM. OHM HaIlIM MHE JOCTOWHOTO skeHnxa. OH U3 TakoH e CeMbH, KaK
1 Hamta (OAHOTO COLMATBHOTO MPOUCXOKACHUS).

2. Hecmotps Ha To uTo Moel Tete yxe 40 JIeT, 0Ha 40 CUX IOp HE 3aMyXkKeM
M IO CHX TIOp JKJET «TOTO CAMOTO EIMHCTBEHHOTO». PaHbIlle MHOTHE MOJIO/bIE
JIFOITM XOTEJN ¢ Hel BCTpedaThCs, HO OHA He 000pHiIa HU OJJHOTO U3 HUX: HUKTO
HE COOTBETCTBOBAJI €€ B3IVISIIAM M yOCKICHUSIM.

3. HecMoTpst Ha HEKOTOPBIE PACXOXKACHHS BO B3NIAAX HA )KN3HB, MOU 0a-
Oy1IKa ¢ JeTyIIKON MPOKUIN TONTYIO M CHACTIIUBYIO KH3Hb BMECTE, [IOTOMY YTO
nx Opak ObUT OCHOBaH Ha JIIOOBH.

4. B ceMbe MOMX POJICTBEHHHKOB y MyXa MPaKTHIECKH HE OBLIO TIpaBa ro-
Joca. Y Hero HUKOIAa He ObLIO BOSMOXKHOCTH CKa3aTh OINPEIeICHHO, YTO MY
HPaBUTCS U 4TO HE HpaBHUTCA. HeyIMBUTENBHO, YTO ATOT OpaK 3aKOHYHIICS
pa3BoOIOM.
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Speaking Activities

Figure out the arguments and counter-arguments about
an arranged marriage. Discuss them with your fellow-students.

1. I personally approve of such things (2—3 points).
2. I personally strongly disapprove of such things (2—3 points).
3. I find such things quite acceptable in any kind of marriage.

Reading Activities.
Vocabulary Focus

1. Find the meaning and proofread the pronunciation of
the following words. Give their definitions:

polygyny; polyandry; the Quran; the Prophet; Muslim; Tunisia; condemned;
jurisprudence; the Shari’a; fraternal.

2. Give the English equivalents to the following words and word
combinations:

IVIaBa CEMbH; yCUJICHHUE POJIN KEHIIUH; OpaKk MEXLy JIFOIbMHU Pa3HbIX BEPO-
WCIIOBEJJAHU; KPOBHBIM Opar; MpeaKw; OTASIATHCS OT CEMBH.

1. Read the information about family values and traditions typical
of other countries. Do the task after the text.

Traditions Yary

In Islam, polygyny is allowed with certain restrictions; polyandry is not.
The Quran directly addresses the matter of polygyny in Chapter 4 Verse 3,
“...Marry of the women that you please: two, three, or four. But if you feel that
you should not be able to deal justly, then only one or what your right hand
possesses. That would be more suitable to prevent you from doing injustice”.
The Prophet accepts the marriage of multiple wives but only if the husband’s
duties will not falter as a result. The groom kisses the bride 3 times on the cheek
and 1 on the forehead.

Although practices of polygamy have declined in practice and acceptance in
most parts of the Muslim world (such as Turkey and Tunisia who have completely
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outlawed it), it is still legal in over 150 countries in Africa, Middle East, and most
countries in the third world. Since the 20th century and the rise of major feminist
movements, polygamous marriages have severely declined. With changing
economic conditions, female empowerment, and acceptance of family planning
practices, polygamy seems to be severely declining as an acceptable and viable
marriage practice within the Muslim world.

Both male and female homosexuality are forbidden in Islamic law,
although only male homosexuality is explicitly condemned in the Quran.
In regards to interfaith marriages and partners, the rules for Muslim women
are much more restrictive than the rules applied to Muslim men wishing
to marry a non-Muslim.] The principal schools of Islamic jurisprudence abide to
Shari’a regulations that specifically state: “A Muslim man may marry a Christian
or Jewish woman but no other unbeliever; a Muslim woman may not marry
a non-Muslim under any circumstances”.

skeskeosk

The family is an important concept in Africa. Generally speaking, each
African belongs to a family which is much larger than an individual one.
The African family is not only made up of a man, his wife and their children.
By birth, the African becomes member of a wider community that non-Africans
designate as the extended family.

Many African languages make no distinction between the fraternal brothers
and those of the broader family. Sometimes, people of the same village are called
brothers.When an African introduces a person as his brother or sister, it is not
always a fraternal brother or sister. The terms “father” and “mother” can be used
to designate any elderly people in the broader family.

Thus, I have many young people of my broader family who call me dad and
who call my wife mum. We have four children but we are parents to more than
ten children, including our younger brothers and sisters of whom we take care.

The more the family is extended, the more it gets a feeling of pride and
security. Even if as an individual, one does not feel important, they will grasp
his full importance as a member of the extended family. In Africa, the individual
is defined by his family.

The African family does not consist only of the union between living people.
It is indeed extended to the ancestors. They play a big role in the dynamics of
the family. In the African imagination, the dead are not dead. The ancestors
maintain a relationship with the extended family.

We refer to them when we relate to our traditions, our moral values and our
culture. It is to say that death does not break the family tie. We function like
the biblical families where the ancestors like Abraham and David kept a certain
close link with the family even after their deaths.
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Unity of the family is very important. The head of the household must
maintain this unity because the more the family is united, the more it exerts
an influence on the rest of the society.

The disunion contributes to weaken the influence of the family and its
respectability. The family members thus have the obligation to maintain
the cohesion of the community and the solidarity between them.

If one dissociates oneself from the family, if one breaks the contact with the
family or if one refuses to take part in the projects of the family by contributing
to the events (happy or unhappy ones), one takes the risk of isolating oneself and
undergoing serious consequences.

2. Make up a chart about a Muslim marriage.

Facts I have known before Facts I have learned recently

3. Make up a chart about an African marriage.

Things that mach my views

and beliefs Things I do not like very much

Speaking Activities

1. Which traditions of other societies do you approve and
disapprove of? Which of them are typical of your country and your
family in particular? Discuss the issue in pairs or small groups.

2. Give profound answers to the following questions.

1. What is a family? Which of the definitions given in the texts do you find
the most proper?

2. Do basic family values differ in various societies? What are they? Are they
still up-to-date in your society?

3. Do you agree that family as a social institution is in decline? Prove your
point of view with several arguments.

4. Do you agree that family as a social institution is the thing of the past, and
the society needs other nuclear patterns? Prove your point of view with several
arguments.

5. Why do family traditions differ around the globe? Set examples of such
differences.
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6. What is your attitude to a Muslim marriage? Do you know any other facts
about such a marriage?
7. What do you like and what you do not about an African marriage?

3. Act out the following situations.

You and your friend. A friend of yours has been dating with her boyfriend
for a couple of years and expects him to marry her soon, but he has offered only
cohabitation. Your friend is very upset. What are your friend’ s fears? What would
you tell her?

You, your cousin and her parents(s).Your cousin, a moderate Christian,
is going to marry a Muslim, and her parents are against.

Your friend and you. Your friend’ s parents are worried about the fact you
he is not married and even has no girl-friend. They have an idea to make him
acquainted with a good girl, a daughter of their friends, a family of the same
background. Your friend is shocked and puzzled with such an idea. What would
you tell him in such a situation.

Your friend and you. A friend of yours married about a year ago, he likes
everything about his family, life but for his wife’s being too close to her numerous
relatives. What is he complaining of? What would you respond?

Self-study activities

Find some information about family traditions typical of
other countries and not typical of yours on the internet. Share
the information in the class-room.

Writing Activities

Write an essay on the topic “Family Traditions and Values in
Different Countries”. While writing, try to keep to the following points.

1. What is family? What are the basic family values? Do they differ
throughout the globe?

2. What is the meaning of the family in society? What is family for you?

3. Do you agree that the family as an institution is in decline? Prove your
thoughts.

4. Are the views on the family similar in various society? What types of
marriages and family arrangements / traditions differ from those typical in your
countries? What do you approve and disapprove of about them?

5. What are your views on your future family life?
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Watching Activities

1. Find the record of the film called “My Big Fat Greek Wedding”.
Before you watch it, answer the questions.

1. What do you think of cross-cultural marriages?

2. What difficulties do 2 people of different nationalities have to overcome
on their way to marriage?

3. What do you know about Greece? It’s culture? Who do you think have
more cultural similarities — Byelorussians and Greeks or Americans and Greeks?
What do we have in common with Greeks?

4. Do you know anything about the life of ethnical minorities in foreign
countries? Do they try to assimilate or do they unite into communities to preserve
their culture and traditions?

2. Watch an extract of 50 minutes from the beginning. Do the tasks
that follow answering the questions.

Episode 1

Toula (short for Betoula), a Greek girl living in Chicago, introduces her
family — Granny s arrival.

1. What things has Toula’s father has been telling his daughter to be the most
important in her life since she was 16?

2. What is their family business?

3. What are Toula’s memories about her childhood? What schools did
she attend?

4. Why did their house look like a Parthenon?

5. How did Dad feel about his origin?

6. What kind of lectures did Dad use to teach his children every time
they were having meals? What were his “linguistic beliefs”?

7. What was Granny’s attitude to Turks and what was the reason
for that?

Episode 2

In the family restaurant.

1. Who worked in the restaurant?

2. What two “jobs” did Nick, Toula’s brother, have?

3. What were the family, especially Dad, worrying about most of all during
having breakfast in at the family restaurant?
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4. Did Toula’s sister marry young? What has she turned into since then?

5. What kinds of voices do her cousins have? How can it characterize them?

6. What is family for them? Whom do they include into it? How can you
characterize their family relations?

7. Was Toula happy with her life and her “career”? She says: [ wish I were...
What kind of advertisement do you think she found in the brochure?

8. What was an “extra push” for Toula to change her life? Describe this sub-
episode.

Episode 3

Toula arrives at her parents to suggest introducing a computer system in the
work of the restaurant — argument in the bedroom.

1. Do you think Toula wants to go to computer courses because the family
really can not cope with numerous orders and calculations of the restaurants? Why?

2. What was Dad’s reaction? What kind of person is Dad? What are his
family views?

3. Why do you think Mum supported Toula? What did she promise her
daughter? Complete her words: “The man is the head, but the woman... And
she can... anyway..!”

4. What were formal Dad’s fears for letting Toula go downtown? What were
Mum’s counterarguments? Why, in her opinion, was she smarter than her
husband? Who won the argument?

Episode H

Toula goes to college — travel agency — talking to Dad about travel business.

1. Was going to college a big event for Toula? Why do you think so?

2. In what way was she trying to change her lifestyle? Did she succeed in it?
Remark on the changes in her manners, appearance and behaviour.

3. With what offer did she arrive at her aunt’s travel agency? Why do you
think she did not want to return to the restaurant business?

4. Did her aunt Vula agree to hire her? What was the main obstacle?

5. What did Aunt Vula tell Dad about her business? What was Dad’s
first reaction to it? How does it characterize him personally and their family
traditions?

6. What was Aunt Vula’s formal trouble with her business? What were quite
logical solutions? Why could neither Nicku, nor his cousin Angelo go to work
in the travel agency?

7. What a “great idea” did dad “arrive at”? Do you approve or disapprove
of the tricks of the women?
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Episode 5

Toula is at work in the travel agency — in a restaurant.

1. Whom did she see from the window? Hat happened to the two young
people?

2. What two classes did Dad divide all people into? Why was Toula irritated
by her father more than usual that time?

3. What family did Toula’s boyfriend come from? Did he continue his family
career? What did Toula think of that?

4. Why did Toula refuse to go to a Greek restaurant with her boyfriend?

Episode 6

Toula and her boyfriend start dating — Cousin Nicky arrives at the agency.

1. How did Toula explain her going out at nights to her farther?

2. How many cousins did her boyfriend have? Did he know anything about
them?

3. How was Toula going to spend Christmas? How many first cousins had
she got? How did she describe her family? Did they know anything about each
other’s lives? Had any one in her family ever married a non-Greek before?

4. Did her boyfriend envy Toula that she has got such kind of family?

5. What news did Cousin Nicky bring to Toula?

Episode 7

A scandal at home — failure of an arranged marriage.

1. How did the family learn about Toula’s dating? What was Dad’s reaction?
Did he give his consent for them to date?

2. What was Dad’s main objection against Toula’s boyfriend?

3. What did dad initiate in order to prevent Toula’s marrying to a non-Greek?
How did Toula react to it? Did Dad succeed?

Episode 8 (min. 44)

Toula arrives at her boyfriend s house — proposal — baptizing.

1. Did his parents know much about Greeks? About Greece? Did they like
Toula?

2. Was Dad happy with Toula’s engagement? What were his fears? Where
did he want them to have a wedding ceremony?

3. Was Toula afraid that her boyfriend would refuse to have a ceremony in
the Orthodox Church? What was his reaction? Did he want to become a part of
her big family?

4. Was her lan going to be baptized in the Orthodox Church? Did he make
this step seriously? Who was going to be his godmother?
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Speaking Activities

1. Make up a brief review of the film. What are your impressions
of it? Share your impressions with your fellow-students.

2. Find the abstract in the episode which you liked most of all.
Act it out with your fellow-student (s).

3. Imagine some of the characters in your favourite episode would
have acted in another way. What would the outcomes have been?
Act out the situation in a different way.

4. Run a role play according to the instructions below.

Family Values

Before you start, recall the following information in your memory.

1. What are the basic family values? Do they differ from time to time and
from culture to culture?

2. Has family pattern changed since the previous times? In what ways? Does
our society still need a family? Why?

3. What are the most typical problems that a modern family faces? Review
2-3 problems mentioned bellow and suggest your solutions to them.

5. Act out the following situations. Think of the conclusions
and solutions together.

1. You are a just married couple (friends, parents etc. Choose any characters
you like. One of you was grown in a big family. The other was the only child).
Discuss the issues of a big/small family (advantages and disadvantages) and
those of being the only child.

Conclusion: what factors make the family decide how many children to have?

2. One of you is a young man/woman (19 y.0.) who is going to get married.
The other/others is/are the parent/parents or friend/friends who are against
the young marriage. Discuss the issues of a marriage at a young age (pros
and cons).

Conclusion: what is the best age to get married? What does the matter
depend on?
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3. Characters: a young man/woman, parent/parents, grandparent/grandparents.
Discuss the issues of personal freedom in the family (subjects of parental
authority, freedom of choice for the children: what should be put in the first
place — personal interests or those of other family members’?

Solution: are there any way out suggested to live without “generation
conflicts”?

4. Characters: a young man/woman and a friend/friends/parents/aunts etc.
Choose any parts you like.

When a young person has a kind of personal problems, who is the best person
he/she can turn to? Do you trust your parents your problems? Why?
Conclusion: why can/can not parents be your best friends? Who may be
the best friend for a young person?

5. You have just married. A baby has just been born. You live with your parents,
but one of you wants to rent a flat. Discuss the issue. Why don’t you want to
live together with your parents? What are the benefits of living together?
Conclusion: what is the best solution to the problem?

Writing Activities

1. Write a greeting card congratulating the spouses on their
wedding.

2. Imagine you are Toula's distant relative from Greece. You have
happened to know that her father is against her marriage with
an American. What would you write to the father if you were
a) of conservative views; b) of progressive views.

3. Write down your reflection essay on the film emphasizing on
a) your feelings and emotions; b) family values; c) family traditions;
d) your attitude to living in an extended family.
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Part 2
SINGLE PARENTING AS A SOCIAL CHALLENGE

Reading Activities

1. Read the text about the problem of single parenting. What is
your personal attitude to it? Is it typical of your country? Write out
the words in bold to make up your active vocabulary. Do the task
after the text.

Single Parenting

Over the past 20 years single-parent families have become even more
common than the so-called “nuclear family” consisting of a mother, father and
children. Today we see all sorts of single parent families: headed by mothers,
headed by fathers, headed by a grandparent raising their grandchildren.

Would it be at all shocking to you, to hear and learn that as many as ONE
THIRD of families in the USA today, are headed up by a single parent (both male
and female representatives)?

Divorce, being an unwed mother, having a surrogate, adoption by only
one person, being widowed, artificial insemination and abandonment are
all potential causes of being a single parent. Personal circumstance, divorce,
even death, leaves the main custodial, remaining parent having to cope with all
the care-giving, nurturing, role-modeling, challenges, rewards, obstacles and
joys meant for a partnership of TWO!

So life in a single parent household — though common — can be quite
stressful for the adult and the children. Members may unrealistically expect
that the family can function like a two-parent family, and may feel that
something is wrong when it can not. The single parent may feel overwhelmed
by the responsibility of juggling caring for the children, maintaining a job and
keeping up with the bills and household chores. And typically, the family’s
finances and resources are drastically reduced following the parents’ breakup.

Single parent families deal with many other pressures and potential problem
areas that the nuclear family does not have to face.

Here are just some of the major, initial challenges most single parents face:

e Coping with loss (of a partner, lover, friend and fellow-parent);

e Assuming additional roles and responsibilities (being everything
to everyone);

e Enabling and adjusting to the new role and circumstances;
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e Providing continuity and avoiding disruption for the children and family;

e Helping children cope with the situation, loss and circumstance;

¢ Dealing and coping with own emotions and changed condition;

e Battling societal prejudice and stigma of single-parent homes and care-
giving;

e Adequate care and fostering the needs of the children;

e Maintaining self-confidence in the eyes and judging of others
(stereotyping);

¢ Feelings of doubt, low self-esteem and inadequacy;

¢ Balancing effective parenting with career (work/home) life;

e Time and financial constraints;

e Dealing with the rest of the family, step family, new romantic interests,
dating and support networks.

The Effects of a Single Parent Home
on a Child’s Behavior

The effects of a single-parent home on a child’s behavior can be far-
reaching and impact several areas of life, including academic achievement and
social behaviors.

Academic Achievement

Most single-parent households are run by mothers, and the absence of a father—
coupled with lower household income — can increase the risk of children performing
poorly in school. The lack of financial support from a father often results in single
mothers working more, which can in turn affect children because they receive
less attention and guidance with their homework. Researcher Virginia Knox
concluded from data from the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth, that for every
$100 of child support mothers receive, their children’s standardized test scores
increase by 1/8 to 7/10 of a point. In addition, Knox found that children with single
mothers who have contact and emotional support from their fathers tend to do better
in school than children who have no contact with their fathers.

Emotional Effects

Having only one income earner in the home puts single parent households
at risk for poverty, finds research compiled by the University of Washington’s
West Coast Poverty Center. Living in poverty is stressful and can have many
emotional effects on children, including low self-esteem, increased anger
and frustration and an increased risk for violent behavior. Besides financial
constraints, other emotional effects of growing up in a single parent household
may include feelings of abandonment, sadness, loneliness and difficulty with
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socializing and connecting with others. Effects vary from child to child, however,
and the individual parenting style of the single parent is also a big influence on
the child’s development.

Positive Effects

Single parenting can have positive effects on children as well, depending on
other factors such as personality types and parenting techniques. According to
a study at Cornell University, positive single parenting did not show any negative
impact on the social and educational development of the 12- and 13-year-olds
participating in the study. In addition, children in single-parent families may
exhibit strong responsibility skills, as they are often called upon to help out
more with family chores and tasks. Children in single-parent families often
form close bonds with their parent, as they are closely dependent on each other
throughout the child’s life. Children from single-parent families may also form
closer bonds with extended family members or family friends, as these people
often help raise them.

10 Ways to Reduce Single-Parent Stress

Get a handle on finances: Raising a family on one income, or relying on
an ex-spouse for child support, can be one of the hardest aspects of parenting
alone. That’s why it’s important to take steps to budget your money, learn about
long-term investments, plan for college and retirement, and, if possible, enhance
your earning power by going back to school or getting additional job training.

Set up a support system: All single parents need help — whether it’s
someone to watch the kids while you run out to do errands or simply someone
to talk to when you feel overwhelmed. While it’s tempting to try to handle
everything alone, ask friends and family members for help. You could join
a single-parent support group, or, if finances allow, hire a trusted sitter to help
out with the kids or someone to assist with housework.

Maintain a daily routine: Try to schedule meals, chores, bedtimes, and
other family functions at regular hours so that your child knows exactly what
to expect each day. A consistent routine will help your child feel more secure
and help you feel more organized.

Be consistent with discipline: Children thrive when they know which
behaviors are expected of them and which rules they need to follow. If you are
divorced or separated, work with your spouse to create and observe consistent
rules and methods of discipline (there’s nothing more stressful than having one
parent undermine the other). If your child has other caregivers, talk to them
about how you expect your child to be disciplined.
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Answer questions honestly: Inevitably, questions will come up about the
changes in your family, or about the absence of one parent. Answer your child’s
questions in an open, honest, and age-appropriate way. Make sure that your child
gets the help and support he needs to deal with difficult emotions.

Treat kids like kids: With the absence of a partner, it’s sometimes tempting
to rely too heavily on children for comfort, companionship, or sympathy.
But children have neither the emotional capacity nor the life experience to act as
substitute adult partners. If you find yourself depending on your kids too much,
or expressing your frustrations to them too often, seek out adult friends and
family members to talk to. Or seek counseling if necessary.

Abolish “guilt” from your vocabulary: It’s always easy for single parents
to feel guilty about the time they don’t have or the things they can’t do or provide
for their children. But for your own sense of well-being, it’s better to focus
on all the things you do accomplish on a daily basis and on all the things you
do provide — and don’t forget about all the love, attention, and comfort you’re
responsible for! (If you ever question your day-to-day achievements, just make
a list.) If you’re feeling guilty about a divorce or other disruption in your home
life, think about joining a support group for other divorced parents. Focus on
helping your child (and yourself) get the help you need.

Take time for your children: Even though the piles of laundry and dirty
dishes may beckon, set aside time each day to enjoy your kids. (After all, isn’t
that what parenting is all about?) Spend quiet time playing, reading, going for
a walk, or simply listening to music together. And most important, focus on
the love between you and on your relationship as a family.

Take time for yourself: Likewise, it’s important to schedule time for
yourself. Even if it’s something as simple as reading a book, taking a warm
bath, or having a chat with a friend, setting aside a little personal time will give
you a chance to refuel.

Stay positive: It’s easy to become overwhelmed by all the responsibilities
and demands of single parenthood. On top of that, you may be experiencing
the pain of divorce or the death of a spouse. Despite all of your own feelings,
though, it’s important to maintain a positive attitude, since your children are
affected by your moods. The best way to deal with stress is to exercise regularly,
maintain a proper diet, get enough rest, and seek balance in your life. If you’re
feeling sad, it’s okay to share some of your sentiments with your children, but
let them know that they are not the cause of the problems — and that good times
lie ahead for all of you.

(After https://childdevelopmentinfo.com,
http://www.apa.org, http://www.livestrong.com)
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2. Agree or disagree with the following statements according to

the text.

1. Single parenting is a rare thing in the USA.
2. Most single parent families are run by mothers.

3. It is impossible to maintain a daily routine in a single parent family.

4. It is better to tell the truth to the children rather than to lie.
5. Children should be treated like adults because they have to grow quicker

without a father.

6. The parent should not feel guilty.

7. If you are a single parent, forget about yourself until your children

grow up.

Vocabulary Practice

1. Explain the meaning of the following words:

a nuclear family; an extended family; a surrogate; adoption; abandonment;
a custodial; household; prejudice; stigma; constraints; aconsistent routine; to feel

overwhelmed; parenting techniques.

2. Match the words and expressions having similar meanings:

unwed barrier

obstacle get on no worse than smb
household collapse

keep up with smb a high self-esteem
breakup never married
responsibilities liability

income earner

family members living together

self-confidence

bread-winner

effect duties

constraints time-table

chores worried and overloaded
overwhelmed boundaries
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regular hours ties

bonds influence

raise become bigger in height or quantity
to rise bring up

3. Use an appropriate preposition where necessary.

1. The mother felt overwhelmed ... the responsibility she had to take on after
the divorce.

2. Having left a three-year-old child alone ... home, Mother put him ... risk.

3. Though the Smiths had 2 cars for the household, they bought another one
just to keep ... with the neighbours.

4. The parents’ divorce had such a great effect on the boy that he wouldn’ t
marry till his 40’s.

5. Though feeling desperate, Ann pretended being happy to maintain self-
confidence ... the eyes of her in-laws.

6. Trying to be everything ... everyone, Brenda has completely forgotten ...
her personal interests.

7. Balancing effective parenting ... career, Daniella has managed to set up
her own business and give a birth ... 3 children.

8. When my children are called ... to help out ... family chores, they
immediately get ... to their school home-work.

9. I am not used ... going to bed... regular hours.

4. Translate into English.

1. B maBHHE BpeMeHa BO IIaBe HYKJICAPHONH CEMBbH TPAIUIIMOHHO CTOSI
orer]. OH OBIT TIIaBHBIM KOpMIUTBIIeM. OHAKO € TE€X ITOp MHOTOE M3MEHHUIIOCH,
U BO IVIaBE COBPEMEHHOI CEMbH YaCTO CTOUT JKCHILMHA, KOTOPOH HMPUXOAUTCS
HCKaTh OaaHC MEXY KapbepOol U MATCPHHCTBOM.

2. B Hare BpeMst OrpoMHOE KOJTMYECTBO JIETEeH TIOSIBIISIETS Ha CBET TP ITOMO-
U CYyppOraTHOrO MaTePUHCTBA WK MCKYCCTBEHHOTO OIUIOAOTBOPEHUS, YTO Ya-
CTO BBI3BIBACT NPOTHBOPEUHS B OOIIECTBE.

3. ITocue TOroO Kak oTeln OPOCHIT MaTh M CEMbs paciajiach, OCHOBHBIM OIle-
KyHOM JIeTell cTaja MaTh, KOTOPOi OBUIO OYEHB CIOKHO CIIPABUTHCSA CO BCEMH
UCIIBITAHUSAMHM: BECTH JOMAITHEE XO3SHUCTBO, PAaCcIIaYMBaThCs 110 CUETaM, IOMO-
raTh JETSM C JOMAIIHUMU 33/IaHUSIMU U OpaTh Ha cels Jaxe Te 00SI3aHHOCTH,
KOTOpBIE TPAJUIIMOHHO OepeT Ha cedst orel. Ho caMbIM CIIOKHBIM OKa3ajioch 060-
POThCS ¢ O0IIECTBEHHBIMH MTPEIPACCYIKAMH.
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4. Haxomsch B ’KeCTKUX ()MHAHCOBBIX M BPEMEHHBIX paMKax, MOU POIUTEIIN
HaXOJIMJIM BpeMs Ha BCEX HAC M HE YyBCTBOBAJIH ceOs MeperpyKeHHBIMHU 00s3aH-
HOCTSIMH M OTBETCTBEHHOCTBIO.

5. Korna st co3gam cemblo, sl TOCTapaloch yHOPSJIOYUTh BpeMs Mprema
TUIIH, BBITOTHEHNS pabOTHI 10 JOMY H OTABIXa. Sl CYUTalo0, YTO €CIIH KHU3Hb Ce-
MBH YTIOPSI0YCHA, TO Bce OYIyT 4yBCTBOBATH cedst OoJiee YBEPEHHO U JKU3HB Oy-
JIET MIPOTEKATh B 00JIee OPraHU30BaHHOM PYCIIC.

6. Huskast camoolieHKa JJMYHOCTH Y TMOBBIIIEHHAS arPECCUBHOCTD YacTO MPH-
BOJAT K HACHIIHUIO B ceMbe. CaMoMy OOJIBIIIOMY PHCKY IIPH 3TOM MOABEPTaroTCs
JIETH, KOTOPBIM POAUTENHN YACIAIOT MaJl0 BHUMAHUS.

7. HecMOTpst Ha TO YTO y HAc C AETbMHU OUYEHb TECHasl CeMeilHasi CBS3b,
MBI HUKOT/Ia HE MOYEM HX JIOIPOCUTHCS TTIOMOYB TIO JIOMY.

8. KaxpIit pas, korjga Mosi MamMa UCIIBITHIBAIA MTOBBIIEHHYIO 3]I0CTh U pa3-
JIpaskeHUe, OHa OTKJIAJIbIBalla CBOU JOMAIIIHUE JIeTa, TAKHE KaK CTUPKA U MBIThE
MOCY/IbI, U MBI IIJIM Ha KaTOK, B KUHO WJIXA MPOCTO Ha Mporynaky. OHa mosara-
Jla, 9YTO CeMeHHasl KHU3Hb ISl TOTO M MPEHAa3HAYeHa, YTOObI MPOBOIUTH BpE-
MsI BMECTE.

9. B3ms1b1 ¥ MPUBBIYKY OTIIA OKA3aJIM CHIILHOE BIMSHUE HA MUPOBO33PEHUE
CHIHOBEH: B CBOCH CEMCHHOM KU3HM OHHM HUKOIA He W30eraroT OTBETCTBEHHO-
CTH U HE TOJIbKO OepyT Ha ceOsi PHHAHCOBYIO CTOPOHY YKU3HH, HO M BBITOTHSFOT
HEKOTOPYO padoTy 10 J0MY.

Watching and Listening Activities

Video 1

Some people believe that children living in a home with only one parent are
more likely to be unhappy. Tara is here to discuss new research showing that
a child’s happiness has nothing to do with the amount of parents.

1. Watch the video called “Are Two Parents Really Better Than
One?” at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMVKoOMapXE and
complete the following chart.

Number of respondents

Group 1

Group 2

Group 3

Criteria / questions
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Result statistics

Things that matter

Conclusion

Video 2

Stephanie shares her story of overcoming the odds of growing up in a single
parent family.

2. Watch the video called “The real effects of single-parent
households | Stephanie Gonzalez | TEDxCarverMilitaryAcademy”
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MpTefcuwbsk and complete
the following chart.

Family situation Problems Benefits

Speaking Activities

1. Act out the following situations.

1. You are a family psychology counselor. Your client is a 30-year-old
woman who divorced 5 months ago. What is she complaining of? What counsel
would you give her?

2. You are a school psychologist speaking to an unwed mother of 2 teen-
ager sons who do not do well at school and create problems in class with
the discipline. The mother has to work hard to keep the family. You think she has
to spend more time with her children.

3. You are a successful, very wise person raised in a single-parent
family. You are talking to a teen-ager from a single parent family who sees
no perspectives in his life because of his family background.

4. You are a working mother of 2 children, 13 and 16 y.o., and your husband
had to go for a long-term business trip to Africa. For some time you have to live
as if it were a single parent family. You are going to discuss the changes in your
daily routine connected with Father’ s absence with your children explaining
them the reasons of their necessity. One of the children objects strongly, the other
agrees and offers his / her own initiatives.
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Writing Activities

Write an essay expressing your views on the problems of single
parenting in your country. While writing, try to give answers to
the following questions.

1. What are the roots of single parenting in your country? What can you say
about the statistics of single parenting?

2. What are the challenges that the custodians in single parent families face?
Where can they get any support? From the government? From the extended
family members or friends?

3. What are the problems that children in such families face? Do they affect
their future? Positively or negatively?

4. What advice do psychologists give to people who turned out to face single
parenting?

Part 3
ADOPTION AND FOSTERING

Reading Activities |

1. Read the text about the problem of foster care and adoption.
What is your personal attitude to it? Is it typical of your country?
Write out the words in bold to make up your active vocabulary.
Do the task after the text.

Foster Care and Adoption

Foster care is a system in which a minor has been placed into a foster,
a ward, group home, or private home of a state-certified caregiver, referred
to as a “foster parent”. The placement of the child is normally arranged through
the government or a social service agency. The institution, group home or foster
parent is referred to as a “foster parent”. The placement of the child is normally
arranged through the government or a social service agency. The institution,
group home or foster parent is compensated for expenses.

Children enter foster care through no fault of their own, because they have
been abused, neglected, or abandoned. These children are in the temporary
custody of the state while their birth parents are given the opportunity
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to complete services that will allow the children to be returned to them if it is in
the children’s best interest.

An increasing number of states view foster care and adoption as a continuum
and are establishing policies that encourage parents who are considering adoption
to be foster parents first. For example, some states require that families seeking
to adopt also take foster parent training and get approved to foster.

An important aspect of fostering, even while the foster family is being
considered to adopt the child in their care, is that foster parents must actively
support efforts to reunify children with their birth parents so long as
reunification remains the child’s permanency plan, as determined by a court and
public agency that are responsible for their custody and planning.

When children in out-of-home care cannot be safely reunited with their
birth families, adoption is often the most desirable goal. Adoption provides the
most stable, legally binding relationship for these children and their adoptive
parents. Adoption is a process whereby a person assumes the parenting of
another, usually a child, from that person’s biological or legal parent or parents,
and, in so doing, permanently transfers all rights and responsibilities from
the biological parent or parents. Unlike guardianship or other systems
designed for the care of the young, adoption is intended to effect a permanent
change in status and as such requires societal recognition, either through legal
or religious sanction. Historically, some societies have enacted specific laws
governing adoption; where others have tried to achieve adoption through less
formal means. Foster parents adopt most children who are adopted from foster
care; many other children are adopted by relatives. In some cases, child welfare
professionals must recruit potential adoptive families for specific children
who are waiting for adoption.

Financial assistance is available to cover all or most of the costs of
adopting children from foster care and to fund their medical and mental health
needs. Respite care — temporary child care that gives parents a needed break and
time to meet other obligations — and local and online support groups are other
ways that parents access help.

(After https://'www.childwelfare.gov,
http.://www.adoptuskids.org, https://en.wikipedia.org)

2. Answer the questions according to the text.

1. Why do children sometimes turn out to remain without their biological
parents?
2. What is foster care?
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3. What is adoption? In what respect does it differ from foster care?

4. How does adoption affect the social status of a child?

5. What kind of financial assistance is provided in cases of adoption and
foster care?

Vocabulary Practice

1. Give the definitions to the following words. Provide their
translation into Russian:
a minor; a ward; a state-certified caregiver; a foster parent; adoption;

adoptive parents; apublic agency; birth parents.

2. Match the words and expressions having similar meanings:

duties guardianship
leave caregiver

ward responsibilities
custody abandon
organisation position

status agency

3. Use an appropriate preposition where necessary.

1. The Smiths took custody ... a baby left in a child’ s care center.

2. Mum, don’ t tell me off! I’ ve missed that class not ... the fault ... my own!

3. The Browns have adopted a girl from Syria; now they are referred ...
as adoptive parents.

4. Fostering is normally arranged ... the government or a social service
agency.

5. In foster families children are taken good care ... .
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Reading Activities Il

1. Read the text about people’s experiences in foster care and
answer the questions after it.

My Experiences in Foster Care

Growing up in foster care can be challenging. It can also be a good thing,
as weird as that sounds. Some children come from terrible situations within their
biological families and they will be helped in a home where there is love and
support; at times foster care can provide more opportunity and a better quality of
life than a traditional family. For me, it was a mixed bag. I had both good and bad
experiences during my 12 years in state care.

I went into my first long-term placement when I was 7 years old. I stayed
there for about five years, but they weren’t the most pleasant years. At first, [ was
the only girl in the home, with three boys. By the time I was moved, five years
later, there were six boys there, and I was still the only girl. Only one of the boys
was my biological brother. During my time in that home, I was physically and
sexually manipulated. So many things went on there, but only my outbursts were
reported to my social worker. I even was put in the home of a different member
of that family so that the foster parent would continue getting paid.

I spent the rest of my seven years in state care constantly being moved from
home to home. I was put in group homes and in — and quickly out of — “first time”
or “trial” foster homes. In at least five of my homes, I lived with foster parents
who were newly licensed or ones who had never had foster children, much less
a teenager who had been emotionally, physically and sexually abused.

I discovered that so many people get involved in fostering for the money
and not to make a lasting impact on a child’s life. But I had a few good short-
term, or respite, foster parents, and they are the ones who are still in my life
today. To me, the foster parents who didn’t want to foster full time were better
mentors and parents.

The lady I call “Mama” today was one of my short-term foster parents. I was
18 and pregnant when I went into her home. She made me feel so welcome. She
gave me my own room, called me “daughter” and cheered me up when I was
sad. I was moved from her home after a different parent had finished her training
hours to be licensed and wanted to try fostering. “Mama” continued supporting
me after they moved me by picking me up to run errands, checking on my son
after he was born and taking me shopping. I still spend holidays and special
occasions with her, and she is still a positive role model in my life.

Throughout my time in care, I also developed close relationships with some
of my social workers. I had one who talked to me as if I were a younger sister and
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I found I could trust her. That was a big deal for me, because one of my biggest
challenges was learning to trust people.

My advice to anyone going through the foster care system is to utilize
the services offered to you. Counseling is beneficial, and although different
cultures speak against emotional therapy, it can have a major impact on success
after care. For me, I would never talk to anyone and I channeled my anger
through defiance and opposition. It is traumatic to be placed into a system where
you don’t know who you’re going to be living with, you’re not familiar with their
culture or beliefs, and you feel as if no one understands you. Talk to a therapist
so that you can be placed with the best available family and possibly be adopted.

I always knew that one day I would be grown and would no longer have to live
in strangers’ homes. Although I have the privilege of being an adult now, sometimes
I wish I could be a kid again. But remember that your current situation won’t last
a lifetime. One day you will be able to make your decisions for yourself and you
will be accountable and responsible for doing so. Don’t rush that.

My life could have turned out differently had I not made the best of the better
circumstances. Had I not kept in contact with those few good apples, I could
have become a victim of the system but instead I remain victorious. Today I am
an undergraduate at the University of Alabama, majoring in social work. I hope
to earn my Master of Social Work degree, and do some public speaking and
coaching for teenagers in foster care. I want to show them that no matter where
they came from, they can succeed.

(By Brittany Hines Clark, Attp://www.childrensrights.org)

2. Answer the following questions.

1. How many times was Brittany Hines placed in foster care? Was every
time a good experience for her? Why?

2. Who are the people she is still keeping in touch with?

3. What advice does would she give to children in fostering?

4. Does she regret her years spent in foster families?

Watching and Listening Activities

Watch the video called “Someone to... Experiences of Children in
Foster Care, a short film created and narrated by children and young
people who have experienced foster care, at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=gUa9rEFVoFI. Make up a brief review of it according to
the following plan.

1. What is Vanessa’s experience?

135



2. What is Tom’s experience?
3. What kind of people can take children in foster care?

Writing Activities

1. Make up a summary of the text by rendering it from Russian into
English using your active vocabulary.

YcbIHOBJIEHHE WU OneKa?

YcbiHoBieHne (yI04epeHne) — 3To IPUHATHE B CEMBIO peOCHKa Ha IIpaBax
KPOBHOTO CO BCEMH BBITEKAIOIINMH OTCIOAA MIPaBaMH B 005S3aHHOCTAMH. SIBIIs-
eTCsI MPUOPUTETHOM popMoii ycTpoiicTBa. JIJist poauTeneii 3To BhICIIAs CTCIICHB
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a CyAbOy peOeHKa H ero MOJHOIEHHOE Pa3BUTHE.

[Trockl

o [To3BossieT peOeHKY YyBCTBOBATh CE€0S TIOTHOIEHHBIM YICHOM CEMbH.

e CoxpaHsIIOTCSl BCE OTHOILIEHUSI U MpaBa HACJIEJOBaHUS, B TOM YHUCIE
TIPH BBIXO/IE M3 HECOBEPIIIEHHOJIETHETO BO3PACTa.

© B03MOXXHOCTh MPUCBOUTH PEOCHKY (haMITUIO YCHIHOBUTEIIS, TIOMCHSITh
WM, OTYECTBO M B HEKOTOPBIX CITydasX — JaTy POKICHUS.

Mumnycbi

e OdopMmIsieTcs TOJIbIIE, YeM OIeKa, TaK KaK YCHIHOBICHUE YTBEPIKIAETCS
TPAKIAHCKUM CYJIOM.

e [ocymapcTBO HE OKa3bIBACT HUKAKOI MTOMOIIH TIOCTIE YCHIHOBJICHUS, 3@ HC-
KITIOUEHUEM TMPENOCTABIEHUS TOCIEPOJIOBOTO OTITYCKA U BBIMJIAT B CBSI3U C POXK-
JICHUEM peOeHKa B TOM CITydae, €CITH YCHIHOBIISICTCS MJIaICHETI.

° CaMI:-Ie JKECTKHUEC Tpe60BaHI/IH K KaHaIuagaraM B yCI)IHOBI/ITe.HI/I, nux MaTepnaano-
MY TIOJIOXKEHUFO, 3apabOTKY, JKIITBEO IT0 CPABHEHUIO C IPYTAMU (POPMAMH YCTPOKCTRA.

e He xaxaplil peOeHOK, JTUIIEHHBIN POTUTENBCKOTO TIOTICYCHHSI, MOXKET OBITh
YCBIHOBJICH.

Omneka — npuHsATHE B JIOM peOeHKa Ha npaBax BocrnuTyemoro. Orneka ycra-
HaBJIMBACTCS HAJT ICTbMH, HE IOCTUITIMMU 14 JIET, a MONeYnTEeNIbCTBO HAJl AETh-
MU — oT 14 1o 18 net. OnekyH uMeeT MPaKTHIECKH BCE TpaBa POJUTENS B BO-
Ipocax BOCIUTaHUs, O0yUeHHUs], COIEPIKAHUSI U OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 32 peOeHKa.
OnHaKo OpraHbl OTIEKH 00S3aHBI OCYIIECTBIATH PETYISPHBIA KOHTPOIb 32 YCIIO-
BUSIMU COZIEpIKaHMsl, BOCIIUTaHMsI U 00pa3oBaHus pedeHka. Onexa MOXKeT ObITh
Ha3HaYCHA Ha OIpENICIICHHBIN CPOK WK 0e3 cpoka. YacTo UCIIONb3yeTcsl Kak Mmpo-
MeXyTodHas popMa K YCHIHOBICHHIO.
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[Tnrochl

o Orneka oopmiseTcs ObICTpee, YeM YCHIHOBICHHUE, TaK Kak He Tpedyer-
csl cyJa.

e Ha onexaemMoro peOeHKa BBITLIIAYUBACTCS ©KEMECIYHOE OCOOUE, OKa3bIBa-
eTcsi puHaHCOBOE COMCHCTBUE B OPraHM3aIIMK ero 00yUeHUsI, OTAbIXA 1 JICYCHHUSL.

e [lo ucronHeHnn onekaeMomy 18 JieT eMy BBIIEISETCS KHUIIbE, €CIIH €r0
y HEro Her.

e MeHee jxecTKUe TPeOOBAHMS K KaH/U/IATy B OTIEKYHbI B YaCTH JI0XO/Q, YKH-
JIMIIHBIX YCIOBUH, HE TPEOYIOTCS CIIPaBKH 00 OTCYTCTBUU CYITUMOCTH.

Munycbi

® PebGeHOK NMeeT cTaTyc BOCIIUTYEMOTO U B CTAPIIEM BO3PACTE MOXKET OLITY-
IaTh CBOKO HETMOJIHYIO MPUHAUIEKHOCT K CEMbE ONEKyHa.

e He nckimo4eHo BMENIaTeNbCTBO OPraHa ONeKU Uiu MOsBIEHUE PETEH/ICH-
Ta Ha yChIHOBJIEHHE PeOEHKa.

e Her TaifHbl nepeiaun peOeHKa Mojj oneKy, 1 KOHTaKThl ¢ KPOBHBIMH POJI-
CTBEHHUKaMHU peOEHKa BO3MOKHBI.

e CmeHa Gamuun pebGeHKy 3aTpyJHEHA, H3MEHEHHE JaThl POXKICHHS He-
BO3MOJKHO.

IIpuemuas cembs — eme ogHa GpopMa BocIUTaHUS peOeHKa (1eTeil) B ce-
MbE Ha JIOMY Y «IIPUEMHOTO poauTels» — Bocnurarens. OOBIYHO B IPHEMHYIO
CEMBIO TIEPENAI0T AETEH, KOTOPHIX HEBO3MOKHO MEPE/IaTh HA YCHIHOBICHUE MITH
OTIEKY B CBSI3M C OTCYTCTBHEM HEOOXOIMMOTO ISl 3TOTO y peOeHKa I0pHuante-
CKOIO CTaTyca WM HE y1aeTcs HalTH eMy ONIEKYHOB WIIM yCbIHOBUTENEH. Takas
CEeMbsl 3aMEHsIET IpeObIBaHNe peOCHKA B IETCKOM JIOME WM MPUIOTE Ha JIOMAIII-
HEe BOCITUTAHNE M CO3/IAETCS HAa OCHOBE JI0TOBOPA MEXIY NPHEMHBIM POJHUTEIEM
(pomutensimu) n opranamu oreku. Cpok IMOMEIIeHNsT peOeHKa B TAKYIO CEMBIO
OTIPEAEISETCS JIOTOBOPOM U MOJKET OBITh pa3HbIM. B MPUEMHBIX CEMBbSIX MOXKET
BOCITUTHIBATHCSI OT OJJHOTO /10 BOCBMHU JieTell. [IpueMHOMY poamTeNnto miaTures
3apraTa ¥ 3aCUUTHIBACTCS TPYIOBOH cTax. [10 OTHOIIEHHIO K peOeHKY MpreM-
HbIE POAMTENH SBISIOTCA €My ONEKYHaMU. BpICOKMI, XOTS M HE MOJNHBIN ypo-
BEHb OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 32 CYIb0y peOeHKa.

Ilnrochl M1 MMHYCBI TPUEMHOM CEMBHU W ONIEKH MOYTH HE OTIINYAIOTCS.

2. Write an essay expressing your views on adoption and foster
care. The following plan may be helpful.

1. Why can children be placed in foster care? Is the problem acute in your
country? What are the main roots of the problem?
2. What is foster care? What are its pluses and minuses in your country?
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3. What is adoption? What are its pluses and minuses in your country?

4. What kind of experiences can foster or adopted children have?

5. What are the most typical challenges that foster or adoptive parents face?
6. What kind of people should foster or adoptive parents be?

Speaking Activities

1. Act out the following situations in pairs or small groups.

1. You are a family intending to take a child from a group home. On of you
is in favour of foster care, the other(s) are for adoption. Give your arguments
and counter arguments.

2. You are fellow students. Last summer you happened to stay at youth camps
together with some young people who used to be in foster care or adopted. Their
experiences were different. Tell each other about both positive and negative ones.

3. You are a couple whose children have already left the family. You are
thinking about taking a child from a group home. Discuss your fears and possible
solutions.

2. Running a role play.

Adoption or Foster Care: a Round Table

Run a discussion on the topic suggested according to your role types.

A moderator. Read the role tasks below. Make up the order of speaking
so that a discussion could be organized. Run the discussion.

A social worker from the USA. You are to share positive experience of
foster care in your country. Find additional information in the internet.

A social worker from Belarus. You stand for reunification of foster children
with their birth parents. Speak about the efforts made by the government in this
policy. Find additional information in the internet.

A public servant from Belarus. You strongly support the government
policies directed towards the reduction of child care centres. Speak about
the government assistance to foster and adoptive families. Find additional
information in the internet.

A foster parent from Belarus. You face a number of challenges connected
with official regulations and insufficient government assistance. You live in
the country with your husband (wife) and 2 foster children. Describe your
situation.
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A foster parent from the USA. You are the head of a foster family, with
3 biological and 3 foster children. You have some difficulties and you are not
very happy with the situation.

An adoptive parent from Belarus. You have been raising an adoptive
daughter for 5 years, now she is 7. You are a very happy mother, but it was not
an easy way to get through all the procedures. Speak about your experience.

A 20 year old girl from the USA, used to live in foster care. You have good
memories of your childhood. Speak about your relations with your foster family.

A 20 year old young man from Belarus, used to live in foster care.
You have bad memories of your childhood. Speak about your relations with
your foster family.

A lawyer from Belarus. Explain the distinctions between adoption and
foster care emphasizing the key pluses and minuses of the both.

A psychologist. Describe the main fears why people reject taking a child in
foster care. Try to explain why it is necessary to break the stereotypes.

Part 4
CHALLENGES OF CONTEMPORARY FAMILY

Reading and Speaking Activities

1. Read the article. Figure out the main contemporary family
problems and their roots rendering the information into English.
Do you agree or disagree with the author?

[Mpo6GnembI Genopycckoii ceMbu

Bernopycckast cembsi cepbe3HO OOosbHa, U €if TpedyeTcs OezomiararensHoe
nedenune. O TSHKEIIOM COCTOSIHUM CEMbU KaK MHCTUTYTa M OSJIOPYCCKOH CeMbH
B YAaCTHOCTH Ha cummnosuyme «He ocrasmro TeOst ax 10 caMoii cMepTH» B MUH-
ckoM Koctene CB. CpiMOHa 1 AJleHBI paccykjai B cyooory, 14 nexaOps, ria-
Ba PuMcko-karonmdeckoii iepkBu B PecyOnmke bemapycs apxuenmckomn Taze-
yu1 KonzpyceBuu.

Ccopbl, pa3Bozbl, a0OPTHI, TOMOCEKCYaIIH3M, YalI(QpH, aJIKOTOJIb U HAPKO-
THKH, CEKCyaJIbHasl PacIlyIlIEeHHOCTh U cBOOOIA HPABOB — BCE ITO JOCTATOYHO
CHJIBHO PacripoCTPaHEHO B COBPEMEHHOM OOIIECTBE M HUKAK HE CIIOCOOCTBYET
COXPAHEHHUIO CEMEH.

Uro Takoe cembsi? U 3aueM oHa HykHa? MBI TepsieMcsl, jaBas OnpeseeHue
cembe. Uto 310? KTo 3107 Onipocute 1ecATOK CBOMX 3HAKOMBIX — M BBI YCIIBIIIH-
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TE€ COBEPIIICHHO Pa3HbIC OTBETHI HA, KA3aJIOCh OBI, 0OU€HB MTPOCTON 1 OaHATBHBIN
Bompoc. JleTsaM B IETCKUX carax ObIBAaeT MPOIIE B 3TOM OTHOIICHHUH: X TIPOCTO
MIPOCSIT HAPUCOBATH CBOIO CEMBIO, U OHHM, BBIBOJISI PYUKH M HOXKKH, H300pakaroT
Ha JIMCTUKAaX 6yMaFI/I BCCX, KOT'O BUAAT Ka)K[lbIﬁ JACHb Y ce651 JoMma.

ITo cnoBam T. KonzipyceBnya, NOHSITHE CEMbU HA4yallo pa3MbIBaThCsl B 00-
mectBe ¢ 1995 rona, xoraa B [lexkune npomnuia MexyHapoaHas KoHdepeHuus,
IIOCBAIICHHAS KCHIIIMHAM. Ha Hel 1 n3MEeHMIOCh TTOHSTHE «CEMbS» KaK TaKo-
BO€: B IAaHHOC IIOHATHUEC CTAJIM BKJIKOYATh HE TOJIBKO pOﬂHTeﬂeﬁ )44 ueTei&, HO Tak-
K€ HETIOJIHbIE CEMbH U HETPAIUIIMOHHBIE CEKCYaJIbHBIE COO3BI.

C coxaneHueM MMPUXOAUTCA KOHCTATUPOBATH, UTO CEMbs IMPEBpPATUIIACH
B KAQKOH-TO THIT OOIICKUTHSI, TJIC JIFOAU TOJIBKO KUBYT OOK 0 OOK JIPYT C IPYroM.
HeBoopy KeHHBIM 171a30M BUIHO, YTO PACIUIBIBAIOTCS U TEPSIOTCSI 0a30BbIC LICH-
HOCTH CEMBbHU.

VYuiesn B polIoe naTpuapxaibHblid TUIL CEMbU, B KOTOPOM MY KUMHA UIPaJl
IVIABHYIO POJIb, @ )KEHIIMHA 3aHMMaJIach BOCIIMTAHUEM JIeTed U paboTol 1O JI0MY.

C1aberoT CBA3M MEK/TY POAUTEIISIMU, ICTHbMH U OJTM3KUMU POJCTBCHHUKAMH,
W HapylllaeTcsi MHOTOIIOKOJICHHAs ceMbsl. B Haie Bpemst peo0iagaer AByXIo-
KOJICHHBIM THUIT CEMbH — pPOAUTEIIN U ICTU — U BCE MCHBIIIE CTAHOBUTCS TPEXIIO-
KOJICHHBIX, KOIJIa BMECTE C POJUTEIISIMH U JICTbMH )KUBYT OAOYIIKH U JISTYIKH.

Panee, Harpumep, MECTOM BCTPEUM CEMbU, COBMECTHOI'O pa3roBopa U pe-
mIeHust podsieM OblT 00eeHHbIH cToN. A Tre OH Tenepb? Ero npaktuuecku
Het. Yare Bcero u3-3a paboThl, yueObl ¥ pa3HbIX JPYTUX JEN POIUTENN U JETH
YHOTPEOISIOT €y OTACIBHO, M OOMICTo CTOJA, KOTOPHIH Obl OOBEIUHSIT CEMbH,
He ctaio. U gaxe ecian OH MHOTIIA U €CTh, TO Tociie o0e/ia Bce ObICTPEHBKO pas-
6eFaIOTCﬂ 10 CBOUM YyTIJlaM, Ka)KI[bIﬂ 3aHAT JINYHBIMU JCJIIaMHU.

MarepuanbHOMY 00eCIIeueHUIO eTel CeroHs yesieTcst HaMHOTO OoJiblie
BHUMAHUS, YeM UX JTyXOBHOMY BOCIIUTAHHUIO. 3aHSThIC pabOTOM, Kapbepoil u 3a-
60Toli 0 cebe poIUTENH, PETUTUO3HAS KU3HB KOTOPBIX YaCTO OCTABIISICT JKEJaTh
JIydumero, BCEC MCHbIIC BHUMaHUA YACIAIOT JYXOBHOMY BOCIIMTAHUIO MOJIOAOTO
IMOKOJICHUA U MaJI0O C HUM KOHTAaKTUPYIOT.

B Hacrositieli rapMOHUYHON COBPEMCHHOM CEMbE JIOJDKHBI ObITh eTH. 1 ux
JIOJDKHO OBITH «O0JIbIle OHOTOY. A stydriie — «Oonblne AByX-Tpex». Torna u getu
MOT'YT BbIPACTHU IMCUXOJOTHYCCKU 3allIUIICHHBIMU U JIYUIIC aaaliTUpOBaAHHBIMU
K BHEILTHEMY MUpY, 0oJiee THOKMMH ¥ HACTPOCHHBIMH Ha B3aUMOJICHCTBHE C JIPY-
MMM JIFOZIbMU NIPY BO3HUKHOBEHHHU TPYAHOCTEH. YBBI, pefikue Oesopycckue ce-
MbH MOTYT HOXBACTAThCsl MHOTO/IETHOCTBIO. UTO YK TOBOPHTB, €CIIH JIaKe HAJIU-
4pe JIBYX JIeTeH JUIsi MHOTHX M3 HAC KaKeTCsl OOJIbIION MPOoOIeMOi.

YrtoObl yenoBeYecKuil poJ He ucues3, a 00IIECTBO HE TPEBPATHUIIOCH B JIOM
npecTapesbiX, 9To0bl He ObLIO HeMOorpaduuecKoro Kpusrca, HeoOXOaUMO, YTO-
OBl B K&K0M ceMbe ObLIO 1BOC-Tpoe neTei. Ha camom ke jene B Hatei crpa-
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HE Ha JIB€ CPEJHECTATUCTHYECKUE CEMbU HE MPUXOAMUTCS AaKe Tpoe JeTeH.
N3-3a 3TOTO HACEJIeHNE HE TOJILKO CTAPEET, a TPOCTO BHIMUPAET.

Pacrer konmuecTBO BHEOPAYHBIX €T, MHOTHE M3 KOTOPBIX U3 POAIOMA OT-
MPaBISIOTCS B JIOM MaJIIOTKH, PACTET KOJMYECTBO HETOMHBIX CEMEH, B KOTOPBIX
ecTb MaTh u pedeHok. Kaxxmoro yerseproro pedenka B bemapycn BocuThIBaeT
MaTb-OMHOYKA, YTO CTAHOBHUTCS 0YEHB OOJIBIION POOTIEMOil B OOIIIECTBE, TaK KaKk
JUTS HOPMAJIbHOTO ¥ TApMOHWYHOTO BOCTIMTaHUS peOCHKY HY)KHBI M OTEIl, U MaTh.

Pacrer komu4ecTBO pa3BoOIOB, KOTA MPH KHUBBIX POAUTEISX JETH OCTAIOT-
¢Sl Kak OyTO CHPOTaMH, U B TAKHUX CIydasX WX dallle BCEr0 BOCIUTHIBACT YIIH-
na. B benapycu xonmmuectBo pa3BomoB gocturaet 50 %, a cpean MOJIOIBIX ce-
Meii aTa nugpa goxoaut g0 70 %.

(After https://yadi.sk/i/rg3uneVepDsJ6)

2. Express your views on the following issues.

1. Intercultural or inter-faith marriages on the global, European and
Belarusian scale.

2. Marriages for love, for convenience, an arranged marriage: finding
a compatible partner.

3. Adoption and fostering: fears and stereotypes on the global and, European
and Belarusian scale.

4. Decline of a traditional family on the global and, European and Belarusian
scale.

5. Single parenting on the global and, European and Belarusian scale.

Self-study Activities

Make up presentations on the topics suggested. Deliver them
in class.

. Early and late marriages as a feature of recent times: “pros” and “cons”.
. Child-free movement in the countries of the West: reasons and outcomes.
. Parenting and career balancing.

. Increase in the number of abandoned children: reasons and outcomes.

. Public and government assistance to foster parents and foster children.

. Traditions and values of your family.

. “Generation gap”.

. Lonely ageing.
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CHAPTER VI
MONEY

Part 1
PERSONAL AND PUBLIC FINANCE

Reading Activities

1. Read the following text and assimilate its meaning. Do the task
after it. Write out the words in bold to make up your active vocabulary.

What is Money and How it Works

The idea of money as a universal equivalent is familiar to us since childhood.
Capitalism has learned to use money in such a way that it should answer its
purpose. It is a belief that has to be shared with other people... Otherwise money’s
useless: you can’t eat it or wear it, buy love with it (though you may broaden
your chances), and you don’t get to take it with you when you die. Money can
be anything you like — gold or silver, peas or paper, tiny shells or massive stones,
or nothing at all but surf on the electronic highway. But everyone must agree on
what it is: we accept money because we believe others in turn will accept it too.
It works because it works and it has to work for its master non-stop. Therefore
today no one salts money at home, most of us keep our money in the bank so that
it should breed more money as interest, at least, although this is not the most
fortunate way to make a profit.

Money is one of the government’s profits: it prints money and lends it out.
This is done by the National Bank. All the leading banks berrow money from
the Bank at the so-called prime rate. The latter is of vital importance of any
finance system. It is not only a means of replenishing the state treasury but
also a regulator of a country’s financial well-being.
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The regulation mechanism is simple enough. Supposing the prime rate is
five percent. Having borrowed money from the National Bank at a five percent
interest rate, a local bank puts into circulation (lends it out to its clients)
at a seven percent interest rate in order to make a profit. If the prime rate is
10 percent, the bank lends out the money at a 12 percent rate. This means that
when the prime rate is small, you can borrow money from the bank on the
easiest terms. In other words, money costs less in this case, and can be safely
invested in long-time operations — involving real estate, for example. When
the prime rate is high, however, money should be invested chiefly in quick-
paying businesses such as stores selling goods in high demand. By announcing
another change in a prime rate level, the National Bank stimulates businessman
to reassess the profitability of certain deals and thus, in the final analysis,
influences the level of business activity in various spheres of the economy.
It would have been impossible to pursue such a policy without a remified
network of local banks.

2. Answer the following questions according to the text.

1. What is money? Where does the notion come from?

2. What is the capitalistic style to manage money?

3. What kinds of things can function as money?

4. Do you agree that “money should breed more money”?
5. What institution is entitled to print money?

6. What are the main functions of banks?

Vocabulary Practice

1. Explain the meaning of the following phrases:

interest rate; finance system; remified network; long-term operation; to breed
more money; to put money in circulation; to replenish the state treasury; to surf
on the electronic highway.

2. Suggest morphologically related words to the ones in the table
if possible.

Verb Adjective Noun

accept

representative

value
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Verb Adjective Noun
purchase
measurable
scarce
store
finance
debt
insure
account
expend
safe
dividend
tax
invest

3. Fill in the gaps with the words from the box.

terms, reassess, put into circulation, prime rate,
lend out, hireling, interest rate, real estate, purpose,
vital, broad, deal, influence, replenish, profit, source

1. All leading American banks borrow money from the Bank at the so-
called .

2. By announcing another change in level, the Federal Reserve
Bank businessmen the profitability of certain

3. Having borrowed money from the Federal Reserve Bank at a five
percent , a local bank ( it to its client) at a seven
percent  in order to make profit.

4. This means that when is small, you can borrow money from the
bank on the easiest

5. In other words, money costs less in this case, and can be safely invested
in long-time operations - involving , for example.

6. Americans keep their money in the bank so that it should more
money as interest, at least, although this is not the most fortunate way to
make .

7. The latter is a component of the America’s financial well-
being.
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8. Money is looked upon as a of sorts which has to work for its
master non-stop.
9. Money is one of the federal government’s of profit.
10. And on the level of business activity in various fields of
economy.
11. It is not only a means of the state treasury, but also a regulator
of America’s financial well-being.

4. Translate the following sentences into English.

1. B Hamre Bpemsi HUKTO HE «KOHCEPBUPYET» JICHBIH JIOMa, TaK Kak Oolree
BBITOIHO TOJIOKUTH UX B OAHK U TaKUM OOpa30M IMOJIYYUTh MPUOBLIb MOCPE-
CTBOM IPOIICHTOB.

2. Brl MOkeTe 3a0paTh CBOM ACHBIY 1T0 TPEOOBAHUIO M BIIOXKHUTH UX B JIOJITO-
CpOUHBI OM3HEC, OTHAKO IIPH 3TOM BBI IIOTEPSCTE YaCTh MPOLICHTOB.

3. TocynapcTBO HameydaTano CIMIIKOM MHOTO JICHET, U 9TO MPHUBEJIO K MH-
(Gisiimu. KoMmaHusIM OPUILIOCH MEPEOICHUTh 3aKIIF0YaeMbIe CIICIKH, HO TeM
HE MEHEe JIeJI0Basi aKTUBHOCTh HE CHU3HMIIACH.

4. CHIKCHHE JOXOM0B TpakJaH MPUBOAUT K MAJICHUIO CIIPOCa Ha JOPOTHE
TOBApPHI M €r0 POCTy Ha OoJice JCIICBBIC.

5. B 2016 rony B benapycu Bonumi B oOpaliieHre HOBble OAaHKHOTHI, KOTO-
prie HanmonansHbI 6ank Pecryomukn benapycs Bermmyctnn emie B 2009 romy.

6. UToOBI OaHK MOT CHH3HUTH CTaBKH IO KPEIUTaM, IPSIIPUSTUSIM HEOOXOIH-
MO YBEIHUYUTH 00bEM DKCIIOPTA U TIOBBICUTH PEHTA0ETBbHOCTD (MPUOBLTEHOCTD).

Speaking Activities

1. Discuss on what is the most fortunate way to make profit in your
country. Give your own idea of making profitable business in this
country.

2. Do you use banking services? In what ways?

3. Have you or your relatives ever borrowed money from the
bank? Is it a good solution to solve one’ s financial problems? What is
the average interest rate?
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Watching Activities
Money, Banking and the Federal Reserve

1. Watch a part of the video (15 min.) https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=YLYL_NVU1bg.

2. Answer the following questions.

1. What is the Federal Reserve System?
2. Why can the Federal Reserve System be thought to have unlimited
authority? (Thomas Jefferson and Andrew Jackson treated it as “The Monster”).
3. What ideas is the Institute dedicated to?
4. What has happened to the living standard of Americans for recent 20 years?
5. What’s happened to their incomes? How many incomes does it require
to afford a home?
6. What kind of the so called “social stuff” is getting more and more
expensive?
7. Are the youth going to live better then their parents? Will a good job
provide a decent living?
8. What is said about
e a good job
® taxes
e social security
e private pensions?
9. What are politicians doing?
10. Where do the roots of this situations come from?
11. How does the Federal Reserve System react? What is happening to money?
12. What does the Professor compare the actions of the Federal Reserve
System with?

3. Complete the sentences according to the film.

1. According to the film, money is the source of ... , not of ... .
2. Money is ... of any economic activity.
3. In early times people traded goods and services ... .
4. Wheat and fish were not reliable as indirect exchange means because ... .
5. What kind of goods were efficient in indirect exchange?
6. Money is just another name for ... .
7. What kind of goods used to serve as money in the past in
e Central America
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e Fast Asia

e North America

¢ By the first colonists of America?
8. When and where did first coins appear? What were they made of?
9. What qualities were they valued for?

4. Render the following abstract into English.

B xoHeyHOM nTOTE HanboJIee NIMPOKO ITPU3HAHHBIC B O0IECTBE TOBAPHI MIPH-
o0peJn IIeHHOCTh 33 CBOE MCIOJIB30BaHNE B KOCBEHHOM OOMeHe. J[eHbru — 910
BCETO JIMIIb JPYroe Ha3BaHWe OOIIETPUHATHIX CpelcTB oOMeHa. B xone ucro-
pHU ICHbraMH CITY>KHJIM MHOTHE ToBapbl. MHzaeinb Maiist 1o XV B. B LlenTpais-
HOW AMepHKe JijIsi 0OMEHa MCTIONb30BaJIU NePhsl MTHILI KeTiallb. B BocTouHoi
Azunm 10 1800-X IT. MpoJaBajInch YaiHbIe JIUCThsI, CIIPECCOBAHHBIC B KYOUKH.

Jlenbramu ceBepoaMeprUKaHCKHX UHICHIIEB ObUTH PaKOBUHBIL, B TO BPEMST KaK
paHHHE aMEpUKAHCKHE KOJIOHHUCTHI Tpo/iaBaiu O00OpOBbIE IKYPBI, KOTOPbIE BbI-
COKO IICHIWIUCH KaK JIOMa, Tak u 3a pyoexom. B I'peruin u Maoii Aszuu B VIII B.
JIO H. 3. BIIEPBbIC MOSBHINCH METAIINYECKHE MOHETHI. 30JI0TO U cepeOdpo LeHH-
JIMCH 32 CBOE KaU€CTBO U UCTIOJIb30BATINUCH IPU U3TOTOBIECHUHN FOBEIIMPHBIX 3AEHUIH
Y TIPEZIMETOB JIEKOPATUBHO-NPHKIIAIHOTO UCKyccTBa. OHU OBIIIN MPOYHBIMH, JIETKO
JICTTMMBIMU 1 OTPAaHWYEHHBIMH B KOJIMYECTBE. DTH JIPArolieHHbIe METaIlIbl TaK¥Ke
MMEJHN BBICOKUIT KOO UIIMEHT CTOMMOCTH 110 OTHOIICHHIO K BECY, UTO oOJerya-
JI0 UX TPAHCIIOPTUPOBKY. MOXXHO BCIIOMHHTH T€ BPEMEHA, KOIJla B KaUeCTBE Jie-
HET MCIOJb30BaIH Xkele30, Hanpumep B Adpuke. Ho npencrasbre, 4To BBI IPHIII-
JIM B Mara3uH 1 IOMBITAJIMCH IPHOOPECTH, CKaXKeM, Ta30HOKOCHIIKY 32 350 omt.
Jlist 5TOTO MOHAOOUTCS TOHHA JKeJle3a, B TO BPeMsl Kak 30J10Ta — TOJIBKO OjIHA YH-
s, B 1536 rony, MeHee uem depes HThIECAT JIET TOCIIe TOro, Kak XprcTodop
Konmym0 cTynuit Ha aMepruKaHCKYIO 3eMJTIO, HCITAHCKUI MOHETHBIH JIBOp B Mexu-
KO OTYEKaHMJI [IepBbIe MOHETHI, n3roToBieHHbIe B HoBoM CBete. Dt cepeOpsiHbIe
MOHETHI B KOHIIE KOHIOB HAIILTH CBOE IIPUMEHEHNE B OPUTAHCKUX KOJIOHUSIX. Be-
JIMKOOPUTAHUSI, MCHIONIB3YSI MEPKAHTHIIMCTCKYIO MOJUTHKY, TIBITAIACH COXPAHUTh
JIparolieHHbIe METaUIbl U3 AMEPHUKH, TO9TOMY MCIAHCKHH pa3MEHHBIN J0JuIap
cTai Heo(hUIMaTbHOW BaTIOTOM.

5. Read the following text to make sure you understood the video
correctly. Write out the words in bold as your active vocabulary.

Voiceover: “The Federal Reserve System virtually controls the nation’s
monetary system, yet it is accountable to no one. It has no budget; it is subject
to no audit; and no Congressional Committee knows of, or can truly supervise,
it’s operations”.
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These are the words of the late professor Murray N. Rothbard, economist
and academic advisor of the Ludwig von Mises Institute. The institute is dedicated
to the ideals of a free market and sound money. This program is dedicated to
the memory of Murray N. Rothbard and his prolific work on money and banking.

For more than twenty years, the living standards of middle class
Americans have steadily declined; incomes have remained flat or falling and
the opportunities and security we once took for granted have begun to fade.
For most families, one income no longer pays the bills; it requires two or more
incomes to afford a home, pay medical and childcare expenses, and put children
through school. Unless present trends change, young workers are unlikely to
ever live as well as their parents. Good jobs with a future are harder to come
by; education doesn’t count for what it once did; taxes continue to rise while
social security is going bankrupt. Private pensions are no longer reliable;
economic volatility and uncertainty are on the rise. Politicians espouse numerous
theories about the cause of this country’s economic woes; seldom however do
these officials look below the surface: the roots of our economic ills can be
traced to central banking and our present monetary system.

The Federal Reserve claims to manage our money; instead it makes our
money worth less and less every day. It has generated continuous and worsening
business cycles and lowered our living standards.

Lew Rockwell: It’s really no different from a burglar in your house wanting
to steal your money. That’s what the Federal Reserve does. It depreciates your
savings; it takes away your economic security; and it ought to be treated as
an institution that does that, rather than something of alleged benefit.

Voiceover: Money is supposed to serve as a reliable standard of economic
value, not a source of instability. Until we restore sound money and take away
the government’s ability to debase it, we have little hope of restoring the freedom
and prosperity that made America great.

Lew Rockwell: And we really have a choice of what we want in money.
Do you want money that is going to be losing its value every year, or do you
want money that is going to be gaining in value? If you are happy with your
money losing value, then you want the present system. If you want money to
increase in value, then you want a gold standard.

Voiceover: What is money? As the good that makes exchange possible, it’s
the foundation of every economic activity. In the earliest times, people traded
goods and services directly. This form of exchange is known as “barter”.

Joseph Salerno: That is, if a fishing tribe desired to have maybe wheat,
which they themselves did not produce, they would seek out other individuals
that produced wheat, and then they would exchange theirs for fish.

Voiceover: But barter had limitations in the marketplace.
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Joseph Salerno: Well, actually people perceived pretty quickly problems
with that direct exchange: if you wanted, for example, fish and you had wheat,
but the people who had fish didn’t desire the wheat, you were stuck. Unless you
went out and found some other good, possibly berries, that everyone in that society
consumed. Then you would trade the wheat for the berries in full confidence that
you could turn around and trade the berries for the fish or anything else you desired.

Voiceover: Eventually, the most widely accepted goods in a society became
valued for their use in indirect exchange. Money is simply another name for
the most generally accepted medium of exchange.

Through our history, many goods have served as money. Feathers from
the Quetzal birds were used for exchange by the Mayan Indians up to the 15th
century in Central America. Tealeaves compressed into bricks were traded in
East Asia through the 1800s. Wampum shells were money to North American
Indians, while early American colonists traded beaver pelts, which had a high
value both at home and abroad. Metal coins first emerged in Greece and Asia
Minor during the 7th century BC. Gold and silver were valued for their use in
beauty and jewelry and the decorative arts. They were durable, easily divisible,
and limited in supply. These precious metals also had a high value-to-weight
ratio, making them easily transportable.

Joseph Salerno: You might think back, we can think back to a time when
iron was used as money, for example in Africa, but imagine going into the Sears-
Roebuck and trying to purchase, say, a lawnmower for $ 350. That would take
a ton of iron, whereas it only takes an ounce of gold.

Voiceover: In 1536, less than fifty years after Christopher Columbus set foot
on the American soil, a Spanish mint in Mexico City struck the first coins made
in the New World. These silver coins eventually found their way into the British
Colonies. Great Britain’s mercantilist policies deliberately tried to keep precious
metals out of America, so the Spanish milled dollar became the unofficial
currency. It was often divided into eight pieces for smaller transactions, hence
the term “pieces of eight,” with 1/4 of the coin being “two bits”.

In 1792, Thomas Jefferson adopted the dollar as this country’s official
monetary unit.

Vocabulary Practice

Translate the sentences into English.

1. denexnas equanna Pecryomuku bBenapyce — Oenopycckuit pyoms. On-
Hako 3a nmociuenaue 20 JeT 3Ta BaJlloTa MHOTO pa3 00eCIeHNBaIach, IOITOMY €€
HEJIb3s1 Ha3BaTh HAJICKHOM U TBEPIOH.
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2. DOKOHOMHYECKAs CUTYaIHs B TOCTCOBETCKUX CTPAHAX 3a MOCIIETHUE TOMBI 13-
MEHMIJIACh: PAcTyT HAJIOTH, a JOXOIBI Ha CEMBIO 1 OOIINI YPOBEHB KU3HH MAJAl0T.

3. C xaxJIpIM JIHEM CTAaHOBUTCSI BCE TPY/IHEE OIUIauMBaTh CUETa; PacTyT pac-
XOJIbl Ha MEJUIINHY U JIeTeH.

4. CTaHOBHTCS OYEBHIHBIM, YTO COBPEMEHHOW MOJOACKH OyIeT TpyaHEe
HaAWTH XOpOIIyI0 PaboTy, HeXKEIH POIUTEIAM, TaK KaKk 00pa3oBaHuE y)Ke HE Iie-
HUTCS TaK, KaK paHblIIe.

5. IlencuoHepsl — caMblil SKOHOMUUECKH HE 3alUILIEHHBIN CIION HAaCelIeHUS:
HAa TIEHCHIO MTPOKUTH MPAKTUICCKH HEBO3MOXKHO, & CHCTEMa COITHAILHOM 3a1lil-
THI TOCYIapCTBA HAXOAUTCS Ha TPAaHU OaHKPOTCTBA.

6. TBepaas 1 30pOBasi BaJIFOTAa — OCHOBA JIFO0OH IKOHOMHUYCCKOH J1CATCITb-
Hoctr. OOMEH TOBapamMu M yCIyraMH HAIPSIMYI0, TOCPEICTBOM OapTepa ume-
eT psiT HEyJOOCTB.

Writing and Speaking Activities

Write an essay or prepare a presentation on the topic “Money and
its Origin”. Make use of the plan that follows.

1. What is money? What do we need it for?

2. Is it easy or difficult to earn money in your country? How can you describe
economic state of an average household?

3. Can you say that money has the same value as it used to have at the times
of your parents or grandparents?

4. What is money? What is its origin? What kinds of goods used to serve as
money in the past?

5. Do you believe that the Belorussian ruble will ever become a sound
currency? What ways do your family and friends use to save and breed money?

Reading Activities

1. Read the text and give your personal opinion on creating
a financial plan. Do the task after the text.

Monitoring and Modifying Your Financial Plan

Once you’ve started earning money, you have to figure out the best way to
save and spend it: what to spend it on and how you’re going to spend it, how
you’re actually going to pay bills and make purchases, including those big ones
for which you’ve saved. We have more options than ever for financial services:
different types of accounts and financial institutions and different ways of moving
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money around. They all come with their pros and cons, and choosing the right
one for you can seem overwhelming.

But a plan isn’t meant to be written in stone. It’s a living document that
should change as things in your life change. You may run into unexpected
obstacles or expenses. Your goals may change, or your resources may vary.
You may even receive money that you didn’t expect. That’s just life, and it’s
totally normal. Therefore, you should review your plan whenever you have
significant changes in your life. This includes whenever your finances change,
such as getting a promotion and a raise or quitting your job. But it includes life
changes as well. For example, you might start dating someone or move to a new
city. All of these events can create a need to update your financial plan. Most
people agree that you can find the most enjoyment with your money through
a combination of spending, saving and sharing. By having a financial plan based
on smart goals that relate to your personal values, you can succeed!

Your parents were right: Money doesn’t grow on trees. It actually grows
on other money, which is where we get the old saying, “It takes money to make
money”. Money does have an amazing ability to make more money. The good
news is you don’t need much money to take advantage of this. You already have
several powerful tools for reaching your financial goals, including a financial plan
to help you map out the route and a spending plan to help you get there. In this
unit, you will be introduced to two more powerful tools — saving and investing —
which really will put your money to work for you.

Investing means you’re setting your money aside for longer-term goals.

You have no guarantee that the money you invest will grow. In fact, having
investments rise and fall in value through time is normal. But in the long
run, investments can earn a lot more than you usually can make in a savings
account.

Why are saving and investing so important to your financial plan?

For one, saving or investing money for your financial goals makes you less
tempted to spend it. It’s in a totally different account from the one you use to
pay your everyday expenses. And it’s not just sitting there burning a hole in your
pocket. But the best reason for investing is that your money actually is making
money for you. Any interest or investment gains you earn get you that much
closer to your financial goals.

An Array of Investment Options.

You have many ways to put your money to work for you. We’re going to talk
about an array of different investment options, all of which work better in certain
situations than others. Generally, people choose to invest for one of two reasons:
income or growth. Income means they get paid, in cash, for owning the account
or investment. Growth means they buy and hold an investment with the hope that
it will increase in price through time.
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2. Agree or disagree with the following statements.

1. Making a financial plan is a good idea.

2. You plan should not change in any case.

3. In order to keep money it is better to save or invest it.
4. The invested money will bring you a profit.

5. Income and money growth are the same things.

1. Answer the questions.

Speaking Activities

1. What is the main reason for having your own financial plan?
2. Which are the two powerful tools mentioned in the text that make money

work for you?

3. Have you ever tried to create something like a financial plan? Has it

worked well for you?

4. Imagine you were a financial advisor, what recommendations on money
management would you give to other people around you?

2. Create your own financial plan (your savings and spending)
and present it in the classroom.

Expenses (specify!)

Amount, BR

Income

Amount, BR

1. Paying bills

1. Support from the parents

2. Small purchases

2. Scholarship

3. Big purchases

3.

4. Entertainment

5. Food

6. Unexpected expenses

7. Saving

8. Sharing

9. Investing

10. ...

Total:

Total:
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Part 2
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Reading Activities |

1. Read the following text and assimilate its meaning. Write out
the words in bold as your active vocabulary.

Who's Who in Financial Services

The first step in taking care of your basic financial needs is finding
a bank. A bank is a for-profit company owned by investors in its stock.
These stockholders elect a paid board of directors to manage the bank for
them. Anyone can walk up to a bank and open an account. Everyone usually
has a current account, which is one where you pay in your salary and then
withdraw money to pay your everyday bills. You may also have a savings
account where you deposit any extra money that you have and only take money
out when you want to spend it on something special. If you spend more than
you have in your account you can have an overdraft. The bank allows you to
spend more and charges you interest. If your account is overdrawn you are in
the red. Because the government guarantees the safety of these accounts, they’re
considered to be very low risk. Therefore, they tend to pay low interest rates.
But you also can take your money out at any time without penalty, so a savings
account is a very liquid asset, meaning it can be converted to cash easily.

Once you make your first deposit, you’ll receive monthly statements
showing your account balance. This is simply a total of your deposits,
withdrawals and interest earned. And when you’re ready to spend money in
your savings account, you can fill out a withdrawal slip and get cash, fill out
a transfer slip and move money to your checking account or possibly withdraw
your money through an automated teller machine (ATM). Your biggest
responsibility with a savings account is to keep your account number and
information in a safe place. You also need to review your monthly statement
and make sure all of the deposits and withdrawals listed on your statement are
correct and that no unauthorized withdrawals or errors have occurred. Mistakes
do happen, but rarely. Banks are responsible for keeping your money safe and
giving it to you, with interest, whenever you ask.

Using a checking account provides many benefits:

Convenience — If you use checks, you don’t always have to have cash before
making a purchase. And you shouldn’t send cash through the mail, just checks,
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to pay bills. Also, you usually can access your checking account by using your
debit card at an ATM.

Safety — You don’t have to carry a big wad of cash when you go shopping.
Also, stolen checks can be replaced. Lost or stolen cash cannot; it simply is gone.

Easier budgeting — A checking account also can help you budget your
money. When you use your check register to record to whom you wrote checks,
you’re automatically keeping track of where your money is going, which makes
evaluating your spending habits easier.

Proof of payment — Checks provide written proof that you made a payment
to someone or a business. Each time you write a check that ultimately clears your
account (when the money is taken from your account and added to the payee’s
account), several records of it will be created, allowing you to prove that you did,
in fact, make a payment, should anyone ever challenge you about it. The catch
is you usually pay for these benefits in the form of fees automatically deducted
from your account. While you may see ads for “free” checking accounts, you
should know that no checking account is completely free. Even if you don’t
pay a monthly fee, you could end up paying some of the fees. Of course, you’re
responsible for making sure your account information and checks are stored in a
safe place. And while everyone makes an occasional mistake, you are responsible
for keeping track of your balance and making sure you have enough money in
your account when you write a check. The consequences of misusing a checking
account can be far greater than just paying fees. If the bank decides you have
an excessive number of overdrafts, it may close your checking account. This
could be reported to the credit bureaus. A history of checking account abuse
can prevent you from obtaining another checking account and damage your
credit history. And intentionally writing checks without enough funds to cover
them is considered check fraud — a serious crime.

Carrying checks definitely is safer than cash but, of course, you still have
to be careful. People who find blank checks you’ve lost can try to alter them
or forget your signature. So taking a few precautions is smart:

e Always write checks in ink.

e Once you endorse a check (sign the back of it), anyone can cash it. So don’t
endorse checks you plan on depositing until you get to the bank or credit union.

e Keep unused checks in a safe place.

e Check your statement every month to make sure it doesn’t show any
withdrawals you didn’t authorize and that your activity matches what you
recorded in your checkbook register.

When you receive a check, the process works in reverse. You take the check
to your bank and sign (or endorse) it on the back. Your bank will cash the check
or credit your account for that amount, and the funds will be transferred from
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the payer’s bank to yours. Sometimes, if the check is for a large amount or from
an out-of-state bank, your deposit may be held a few days before you can have
access to your money. In this way, the bank has time to verify that the payer
actually has enough money to cover the check.

(Source: [5])

2. Give profound answers to the following questions.

1. Does everyone nowadays have a current account in a bank?

2. What happens if you’ve spent more money than you have in your account?

3. Under what conditions does the bank allow you to spend more money
than you have?

4. What are the benefits of having a checking account?

5. What are the consequences of misusing a checking account?

6. What your actions can damage your credit history?

7. What precautions should be taken dealing with checks?

8. What types of endorsement do you know?

Vocabulary Practice

1. Give the Russian equivalents to the following banking terms
according to the definitions given below. Consult special dictionaries
to make sure you are right.

Automatic deposit — a bank service that allows employers to deposit
employees wages directly into the employees bank accounts.

Checking account — money put in the bank to be taken out periodically for
purchases or bills.

Collateral — something of value as a guarantee for a loan.

Check — an instrument issued by banks to its customers that allow them
to make purchases instead of using cash.

Mortgage — a loan for a house.

Withdrawal — money taken out of the bank account.

Teller — a bank clerk.

Deposit / withdrawal slips — Forms that are filled out when depositing
or withdrawing money.

Bank guarantee card — A bank card that assures payees that a check is good.

Monthly statement — A financial listing of your banking activities (money
deposited and withdrawn and interest charged or accrued).

Travelers check — A prepaid check used by tourists issued by a bank that
can be cashed in banks or businesses worldwide.
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2. Give the definitions of the following words and phrases:

deposit; current account; interests; savings account; overdraft; fraud; credit
bureau; withdrawal slip; transfer slip; monthly statement; account balance;
account abuse; unauthorized withdrawal; credit history.

3. Which nouns from the text have similar meanings? Match them.

1) goods a) exchange
2) standard b) worth

3) value ¢) commodity
4) fiat d) medium

5) means e) order

6) barter f) measure

4. Which words from the text have similar meanings? Match them.

1) save (money) a) deal

2) expend b) get

3) effect ¢) go-between
4) transaction d) spend

5) intermediary

e) put aside

6) obtain

f) influence

5. Which words or phrases from the text have opposite meanings?

Match them.

1) borrow a) purchase
2) save b) loss

3) short-term ¢) lend

4) sale d) spend

5) benefit e) long-term

6. Translate the sentences from Russian into English using

the words in bald from the texts above.

1. Kakue BHIBI CHETOB MOXKHO OTKPBITH B BallleM OaHKe, KAKOBBI ITPOLICHT-
HBIE CTaBKH, €CTh JIM BO3MOXKHOCTD BJIOXKEHUS JICHET B KaKHe-JINOO MHTepec-

HBIC TIPOCKTHI?
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2. MOXHO OOHAIUYNUTH 3TOT YEK?
3. MOXXHO y Bac OTKPBITh TEKYIIMIA ACTTO3UTHBINA cueT?
4. Xu3Hb 10pOXKaET ¢ KaxJIbIM AHEM. [IpakTndyecky HEBO3MOKHO OTIIO-
JKHUTh JICHBIH.
5. — JIXeK aj MHe B3aiiMbI KPYTTHYIO CyMMY JeHer 1oz 6 %o.
— I'oBOpAT, OH IIpEyCIIEBACT.
— Ia, ero exxemecsaunblii qoxox cocrasiseT 30 000 $.
6. — Kak BbI Oyznere paccunTbiBarbesi? HamuuHbIME / 4eKOoM / KpeaUTHON
KapTOYKOM?
— KpenurtHoit kapToukoii. S craparoch He MOJIb30BATHCS HATMYHBIMU.
7. — CKoJnbKoO JieHeT y TeOs Ha cuety?
— Ha cuery? [la y mens Tspkenoe ¢punHancoBoe nonoxenue! [logymbisato
B3STh KPEJIUT, HO ITPOIICHTHBIC CTABKU OYECHb BBICOKHE.
8. Eciii ObI OH HEe CMOT pacIUTaTUTHCS B KOHIIE MTPOIIOTO MecsIa, OaHK Ha-
YHCITNT OBl TPOLICHTHI.

Reading Activities 1l

1. Read the following text to learn more about the problem under
discussion. Do the task after the text.

The Nature and Classification of Deposits

The keeping of deposits is one of the chief functions of banks at the present
time and is directly connected with the currency function. Two classes of
deposits, however, must be distinguished.

A. Deposits of securities. The growth of so-called stock companies and
the development of the credit system has brought into existence a great variety
of securities the safe-keeping of which is a matter of prime importance. It rarely
happens that the owners of these securities possess the same facilities for their
safe-keeping as do banks whose business by its very nature compels them to
provide large, strong, fire-proof safes, night-watchmen, and every other means
for protection against robbers, fire, damp, and dust. Where deposits of this sort
are large, special safes and strong rooms are provided, equipped with boxes
for each depositor. Sometimes each individual has a key and ready access
to his own strong box, and sometimes he secures his valuables only through
the mediation of the bank’s officials. In every case the securities deposited are
kept by themselves, and are returned to the depositor upon demand, the bank
merely acting as his agent and in no case acquiring the right of ownership in
the paper itself.
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B. Deposits of money. The most important form of deposits is that of
money. People of all classes deposit with banks the greater part of the money
which comes into their hands. Ordinarily one keeps on hand no more than is
necessary to make small purchases or to transact current business. Merchants
usually make a deposit every day of the cash received, keeping in their tills only
a relatively small sum for the purpose of making change, while people with
salaries and wage-earners deposit their funds monthly or weekly as they are
received, unless they need to pay them out immediately in the making of
purchases or in the settlement of accounts, in which cases the money is simply
transferred to other people, who deposit it in the banks to their own accounts.
It may be said, therefore, without exaggeration that the greater part of the money
of a country sooner or later is deposited in the banks, and used as the basis of
banking operations.

The universality of this practice is partly explained by the fact that money is
safer in banks than elsewhere. If each one were obliged to keep his own funds,
robbery would become a profitable business, and the problem of police protection
in every large city would be much more complicated than at the present time.
It is also an economical practice. If deposits are allowed to remain a considerable
time, a small rate of interest is usually paid, and besides a heavy bill for expense
of safes, watchmen, private detectives, and criminal prosecutions is thus saved.
The item of safety alone was formerly considered so important that depositors
were willing to pay to the banks a considerable fee for the service of keeping their
funds, and probably many people would still find it profitable to do so.

According as the depositor acquires the right to demand legal-tender money
from the bank whenever he may desire, or only after the lapse of a specified
period of time, deposits are usually classified as current accounts and time
deposits. This distinction is chiefly important on account of the fact that the use to
which the bank is able to put the funds left with it is apt to be different according
as they belong to the one class of deposits or the other. Current accounts consist of
the capital of the community which is “turned over” frequently, as, for example,
the funds used in the purchases of the goods of retailers, those required for
the periodical payments of wages and salaries, the purchases of materials used
in manufacturing, the payment of current household expenses, etc., etc. Time
deposits consist chiefly of savings on their way to more or less permanent
investments. Most people accumulate their savings little by little, leaving with
the banks their surplus earnings or receipts until the amount accumulated is
sufficient to purchase some sort of security or securities which will yield them
a higher rate of interest than the banks pay or enable them to share in the earnings
of some branch of industry.

(Source: [3])
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2. Group the types of deposits due to their major characteristics.

Type Characteristics Pros and cons

1.
2.
3.

Speaking Activities

1. Students should work together in pairs and read the following
dialogue, one student reading one part, the other student
reading the other. Note the expressions used in the dialogue and
the progression of the conversation.

Situation 1

Teller: Next please. How may I help you?

Customer: Yes, I’d like to make a withdrawal from my saving account and
cash a check.

Teller: Certainly sir. Please complete this withdrawal slip, with your name,
account number and amount of withdrawal.

Customer: There you go.

Teller: Thank you. How would you like that?

Customer: Could I have two hundreds, two fifties, and the rest in twenties.

Teller: Here you are. I need you to endorse the back of the check you want
to cash and I’ll need to see an ID.

Customer: No problem.

Teller: Here you are. Will that be all today?

Customer: Yes, that will do it. Thanks.

Teller: Thank you. Have a pleasant day.

Situation 2

Good morning, can I help you?

Yes, I’d like to open a deposit account.

Certainly Sir. Would you like a Silver or a Gold account?

What’s the difference?

You can open a Silver account with just $5. The account comes with a cash
card so you can withdraw your money at any time. The Silver account currently pays
5 % interest. For the Gold account you need a minimum of $ 500, and you have to
give 14 days notice to withdraw money. The interest rate is 6.5 %.

EFeER
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B: I’ll go for the Silver account.

A: How much would you like to deposit?

B: $500

A: And we’ll need two proofs of ID; telephone bill, driver’s license, credit
card statement etc.

B: D’m sorry, I don’t have any of those on me. I’ll come back tomorrow.

Situation 3

Good morning, I’m the manager, how can I help you?

We’d like to apply for a mortgage.

Have you found a property you’re interested in?

Yes we have.

How much would you like to borrow?

Well, the property is $ 75,000, but we have a deposit of $25,000

So you need a $ 50,000 loan. Do you have an account with this bank?
Yes, we both have accounts here. I’ve had my account for over fifteen

FAFQFOFQ

years.
C: How much do you both earn?
D: Tearn $15,000 a year and my wife earns $12,500.
C: That’s fine. Now Would you like to complete this form ...

Situation Y

Susan: How do I use the ATM?
Alan: First of all, put your card in this slot and enter your PIN.
Susan: OK. Then I choose withdrawal?
Alan: Yes, choose withdrawal, not account information.
Susan: What’s next?
Alan: The ATM calls up your checking or savings account.
Susan: And then?
Alan: Enter the amount you want to take out of your account.
Susan: How much can I take out?
Alan: Most accounts have a limit of $400.
Susan: What happens after I enter the withdrawal amount?
Alan: The ATM gives you bills, usually $20 bills. Take the money and
receipt from the slots.
(After http://english-the-international-language.com/edbnk.php,
http://yadayadaenglish.com/bank.htm,
http://esl.about.com/od/businessreading/a/d_atm.htm).
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2. Use the dialogues as models to have similar conversations.

3. Pair work-role play (one of the parties is Russian-speaking).

The situation: At a bank making the transactions below
Working with a partner, role-play the situation, using the information below
The roles: A bank teller, a customer, a translator

A. Deposit money into a savings account.

Teller should fill in the deposit slip

Customer should supply the following information:
* name ° account number * amount to deposit.

B. Cash a personal check.

Teller should ask for an ID card and a bank guarantee card

Customer should tell the clerk how he wants the money

(in $5’s, $10’s, $20’s etc.).

C. Withdraw money from a savings account.

Teller should fill in the withdrawal slip

Customer should supply the following information:

* name * account number * amount to withdraw.

D. Open a savings account.

Teller should inform the customer of the minimum amount for an initial
deposit, complete the paperwork and ask the customer for the following
information:

» name * address * place of employment ¢ an ID « amount of initial deposit.

Customer should supply the requested information.

Part 3
MONEY MAKES THE WORLD GO ROUND

Reading Activities |

1. Before you read answer the questions below.

1. Do you agree with the statement “Money makes the world go round”?
2. What is the role of money in our lives?

3. Have you ever wished you were rich?

4. What attitude do you have to money?
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2. Read the text “Money makes the world go round” by George
Robinson. Focus on the vocabulary: pay attention to words,
expressions etc. in bold.

Money makes the world go round

It’s most important to people who don’t have any and to people who have
a lot of the stuff. Most of us are in between. Money interests us, but we don’t
devote our whole lives to its acquisition, and if we did most of us wouldn’t be
successful at it.

Only a few have the knack of getting rich with seemingly little effort.
Just what differentiates them from most of the rest of us is difficult to pin down.

All kinds of books have been written on how to make a fortune, but
most of us can read those volumes all our poor lives and still find it difficult
to pay the mortgage or the rent. The really surefire way, the old-fashioned
way to earn money is to inherit it, although lately some unlikely young folks
have been winding up in Forbes magazine’s list of top billionaires due to their
own efforts.

As novelist F. Scott Fitzgerald once wrote, “The rich are different from
you and me”. His fellow novelist Ernest Hemingway replied, “Yes, they have
more money”’. But it is more than that for really rich folks. As economist John
Kenneth Galbraith once wrote, “Men possessed of money, like men earlier
favored by noble birth and great title, have infallibly imagined that the awe
and admiration that money inspires were really owing to their own wisdom or
personality”.

Losing the money, and sometimes they do if they’ve invested in Enron or
some such other sad company, can cure people of their delusions of grandeur —
and get them answering embarrassing questions before congressional committees.
But, still, being rich must have its fun moment. I myself have sometimes felt
like the milk peddler “Teyve” in the musical Fiddler On The Roof when he sang
asking God, “would it spoil some vast eternal plan if I were a rich man?”

And years ago “comedienne Fannie Brice put it all in perspective when
she said”, “I’ve been rich and I’ve been poor. Believe me, rich is better”.

Nowadays we sometimes see a person getting wealthy via some sort of
lottery program, although the odds are pretty slim. When these newly rich folks
are asked what they are going to do with their newfound wealth, the answers are
pretty vague, mostly uninspired.

I’ve not spent a whole lot of time planning what to do if I became a wealthy
man, but I do have a few ideas. When there were kids around the house,
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I dreamed of hiring a nanny or two, maybe like the Kennedys. The nanny could
bring the kids into the parlor after supper for a few minutes and then I’d tell
the nanny to take the youngsters away and maybe bring them back the next day.

Then there is boat owning, which I’m sure I would enjoy. I don’t mean one
of those little jobs that you have to scrub and maintain yourself, but a real yacht,
complete with captain and crew who would be at your beck and call anytime
you wanted to escape a boring life.

There is one thing rich men do that I cannot understand, and that is build
mausoleums to themselves, huge houses in which nobody could live comfortably,
like those mammoth “cottages” they used to build in Newport, R. 1.

Somewhat the same thing, if on a lesser scale has been happening along
the waterfront in our own New Castle. Why anyone with money would want to
live so close to other people, rich though they may be, is beyond me.

I am reminded of those two playwrights who collaborated so well, George
S. Kaufman and Moss Hart. Hart invited Kaufman down to Bucks County, Pa.,
to show off the tremendous estate he, Hart, had built, complete with a huge
mansion, rolling hills and dales and other live-it-up amenities.Kaufman looked
around with something less than awe, and said, “Moss, this shows what God
could do if He had money”.

Vocabulary Practice

1. Find English equivalents to the following Russian words
and word combinations in the text:

® JICHBI'H IIPABSAT MUPOM

® [TOCBSITUTD KU3Hb 3apabaThIBAHUIO JICHET

® 3apaboTarh JICHbI'H

e Qoraren/OorareHbKUE

e pasborareTh Oaroapst JOTepeiHoO# mporpamme

® BBLIBOJIUTH JIFO/ICH U3 3201y K/I€HHsI O COOCTBEHHOM BEJIUKOJICTTHN
® XBACTATHCSI OTPOMHBIM [TOMECTHEM

® COBpEMEHHbIC yl00CTBa

2. Explain the meaning of the following expressions in your own
words. Use your dictionary as a help if necessary.

e To have the knack of

e To be at s.0.’s beck and call
e To buy in bulk

e To beat inflation
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e To refund
e To look for bargains

Speaking Activities

1. Having read the text answer the questions below. Use examples
from the text to prove your answer. Share your views with your fellow
students.

1. Do you agree with F. Scott Fitzgerald’s words that “The rich are different
from you and me”?

2. Is it possible to make a fortune with little effort?

3. What is the surefire way and the old-fashioned one to earn money?

4. Do newly rich folks know what to do with their newfound wealth?

5. What would the author do if he became a wealthy man?

2. Prepare a small talk on the topic of money in our life. Discuss
how money (or the lack of it) affects your life.

3. Interview your friends to find out.

Would they be happy or miserable if they:
o fell on hard times?

e lived on a shoestring?

e lived in the lap of luxury?

e were living rough?

¢ couldn’t make ends meet?

e were rolling in money?

e had to penny-pinch?

e had to tighten her / his belt?

e had a business that was doing a roaring trade?
e lost a quid and find a fiver?

4. In small groups discuss the following questions. Swap your
opinions around the class.

1. What are the cash secrets in your opinion?

2. How to get lots of money fast?

3. What would you do if you only were rich for a day?

4. Would you begin entertaining yourself to death if you won money?
5. Is a multimillion-dollar lottery jackpot a dream for you?
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6. What is your million-dollar wish list?
7. How can a large amount of money affect our work / family / friend etc.?
8. How can be money frittered away?

5. What is the right step to take when you've received a windfall?
Which of the following are good suggestions / bad suggestions? Justify
your answer. If necessary add more steps.

e Make a dream-list of things you’d like to buy.

¢ Retain sensible lawyers and financial advisors to help you.
e Fend off predatory friends and family.

e Change your phone number.

¢ Give money to everyone who asks you.

6. There are a number of ways of saving money and making money
below. Note down which you think are sensible which you would not
recommend. Discuss your notes:

1) buying in bulk to beat inflation;
2) looking out for genuine reductions and real bargains in the sales;
3) buying supermarket brands rather than brand-name products;
4) buying economy-size packets and tins of things;
5) looking out for special HP (hire-purchase) deals at good rates of interest;
6) delaying payment of bills until final demand,;
7) taking your holiday out of season at cheap rates;
8) buying second-hand clothes in jumble sales or charity shops;
9) using the telephone at off-peak, cheap-rate time;
10) shopping only at places where money can be refunded rather than goods
exchanged;
11) changing your foreign currency when the rates of exchange are favorable;
12) looking after receipts and guarantees.

Reading Activities Il

Read the text. Isn’t it an unusual to get rich? Would you do
anything like this?

It was back in 1995, when my husband Eric was working as a rubbish
collector for the local town council, that I first got the idea of recycling clothes.

He would frequently find bags of perfectly good clothes just thrown into
the rubbish. I wondered if I would be able to do something with them which
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would make money for me and perhaps even help the community at the same
time. I decided to give it a try.

The first thing I did was to place an advertisement in the newspaper inviting
people in the neighbourhood to bring me their second-hand clothing, shoes
and bedding instead of throwing them away. Within a week, our garage was
bursting with black plastic bags. The content had to be washed, ironed, sorted.
This kept me busy for weeks

At the same time, | was also looking for a shop to rent where I could sell
these items. You might think this would be a relatively easy task. But it wasn’t
until I contacted AdVenture, an organisation which helps people to set up their
own businesses, that I finally got the assistance I needed. They helped me find
the right shop and gave me advice about getting a business loan to get me started.
That’s how Second Best was born.

For my idea to work, I was going to need a steady supply of clothes.
The town council already had recycling bins for paper, glass and the like.
Eric and I managed to persuade them to provide ones for clothes, too. I was
able to make arrangements to have the clothes collected and brought to my
shop, where I had installed laundry facilities to cope with all the washloads I
needed to do!

It wasn’t only making money in the shop that interested me, though. I
was still eager for the community to benefit from my idea, too, so I started
to find ways that the large quantities of very old or damaged clothing that
I couldn’t sell in the shop could be put to use. It turned out that there were
plenty! Some of the old clothing is now turned into bandages for hospitals,
for example, while one school in the area asks for old jeans to make into
lunch bags.

AdVenture believes in encouraging people by giving an annual Special Merit
Award to the most successful new business they have helped. In 2000, my turn
came around. Not only had I helped so many others, they said, but I had also had
to overcome a major difficulty. In 2000, my shop had been destroyed by fire and
I had had to start the business all over again from scratch.

Getting back on track wasn’t easy. Not only did I have to search for another
shop to rent, but I also had to spend time building up new stocks of clothes,
as nearly all of the original stock had been destroyed. Once again, though,
AdVenture came to my aid, providing me with financial support through this
difficult time. Otherwise, I would have been forced to call it a day.

Today, twelve years after I first started up, Second Best is a very successful
small business.

166



Self-study Activities

1. Find the information on the internet how possible it is to put
aside more money. Share the ideas with your fellow students.

2. Find out in what countries the financial situation is the most
favourable for: a) young people; b) the middle class; c) the retired.

Reading Activities IlI

1. Read the article below and compare what the stars spend on
with what you thought was reasonable. How do you feel about it?
Choose from the options below.

a. [ think it’s disgusting and wasteful that they spend so much money.

b. They’ve earned their money. If I was a movie star, I’d do the same.

c. Sometimes it’s wasteful, but sometimes they’re just doing what they have
to keep in the business.

Do you have a different reaction? If so, what?

The price of everything, the value of nothing!

Variety magazine, the American film industry “bible”, recently published
the astonishing “fact” that an American movie star needs £136.65 m to maintain
a movie-star lifestyle. Figures quoted include £1.5 m a year on entertaining;
£720,000 a year on hair, make-up and grooming; and £286,000 on holidays.

Celebrity in Britain comes a little cheaper but will still leave most of us
gasping. Take celebrity grooming: a visit to a top stylist will cost £125; a personal
trainer £695 for 12 sessions (you can’t just join the gym at £1.750 a year!).
And what about that weekly pedicure and manicure, the legwax, and a Swedish
massage every week? It all adds up to about £30.000 a year.

Homes and home life is always the biggest expense. Guy Ritchie and
Madonna spent over £5 m on their London home; the Beckhams a modest £2.5 m
for a seven-bedroom mansion in Hertfordshire. Mrs Beckham describes it as
“very cosy”. The Beckhams then spent £3 m on refurbishment including £20,000
on fibre optic lights to recreate the night sky in Brooklyn’s bedroom; while
Madonna had a £200,000 glass kitchen installed. £8 m a year to run a house,
Cars: well, allow anything up to £150,000 — a Ferrari for Mr Beckham, please.
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Weddings: Madonna spent £1.5 m on hers, whereas the Beckhams* was cheap
at only £500,000. Children: don’t ask. Hospital fees at the time of the birth at
£1-2,000 a night, nannies at £1,000 a week (including the solicitor to make sure
they don’t sell your story to the papers), and as for children’s clothes! A Gucci
baby leather jacket is £900.

Then there’s clothes, stiff, holidays, PR people — all at prices you and I
probably wouldn’t believe. British movie stars still aren’t in the same league as
their US counterparts but at £15 m a year to keep it all going, they’re not doing
too badly!

2. Are the following sentences true (T) or false (F) according to
the passage above?

1. On average British movie stars spend more on grooming than American
movie stars.

2. The Beckhams spent more on redecorating their home than the house
itself cost.

3. Gucci baby clothes are nor very expensive.

4. On average, American movie stars spend more money maintaining their
lifestyle than British movie stars.

3. What would you normally spend on:

a new shirt a hi-fi system a pair of shoes
food for a week a one-week holiday a party for your friends

4. What do you think is a reasonable amount of money to spend on:

a haircut a wedding decorating a bedroom
a flat a car a nanny / childminder for a week
a coat for a child a night out a year’s membership of a gym

Writing Activities

Write an essay in 200-250 words on the topic “Money makes
the world go round”.
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Part 4
POVERTY AND HUNGER

Reading Activities

1. Before you read find additional information / statistics about
poverty and hunger in the world on the Internet. Share this information
with your group mates and discuss the main causes of hunger
and poverty in the world and how the situation can be changed.

2. Read the text “Poverty and Hunger” noting some of the key
words concerned with poverty and hunger.

Poverty and Hunger

What does it mean to be poor? How is poverty measured? The Third
World countries are often described as “developing” while the First World,
industrialized nations are often “developed”. What does it mean to describe
a nation as “developing”? A lack of material wealth does not necessarily mean
that one is deprived. A strong economy in a developed nation doesn’t mean much
when a significant percentage (even a majority) of the population is struggling
to survive.

Successful development can imply many things, such as (though not
limited to):

e An improvement in living standards and access to all basic needs such
that a person has enough food, water, shelter, clothing, health, education, etc.;

e A stable political, social and economic environment, with associated
political, social and economic freedoms, such as (though not limited to) equitable
ownership of land and property;

e The ability to make free and informed choices that are not coerced;

e Be able to participate in a democratic environment with the ability to have
a say in one’s own future;

e To have the full potential for what the United Nations calls Human
Development.

Half the world — nearly three billion people — live on less than two dollars
a day.

The GDP (Gross Domestic Product) of the poorest 48 nations (i. ¢. a quarter
of the world’s countries) is less than the wealth of the world’s three richest people
combined.
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Nearly a billion people entered the 21st century unable to read a book or sign
their names.

Less than one per cent of what the world spent every year on weapons was
needed to put every child into school by the year 2000 and yet it didn’t happen.

More facts

1. One billion children live in poverty (1 in 2 children in the world).
640 million live without adequate shelter, 400 million have no access to safe
water, 270 million have no access to health services. 10.6 million died in 2003
before they reached the age of 5.

Poverty is the state for the majority of the world’s people and nations.
Why is this? Is it enough to blame poor people for their own predicament?
Have they been lazy, made poor decisions, and been solely responsible for
their plight? What about their government? Have they pursued policies that
actually harm successful development? Such causes of poverty and inequality
are no doubt real. But often less discussed are deeper and more global causes
of poverty.

Behind the increasing interconnectedness promised by globalization, are
global decisions, policies, and practices. These are typically influenced, driven,
or formulated by the rich and powerful. These can be leaders of rich countries
or other global actors such as multinational corporations, institutions, and
influential people.

In the face of such enormous external influence, the governments of poor
nations and their people are often powerless. As a result, in the global context,
a few get wealthy while the majority struggle.

2. Inequality is increasing around the world while the world appears
to globalize. Even the wealthiest nation has the largest gap between rich and
poor compared to other developed nations. In many cases, international politics
and various interests have led to a diversion of available resources from domestic
needs to western markets. Historically, politics and power play by the elite
leaders and rulers have increased poverty and dependency. These have often
manifested themselves in wars, hot and cold, which have often been trade and
resource-related. Mercantilist practices, while presented as free trade, still
happen today. Poverty is therefore not just an economic issue, it is also an issue
of political economics.

3. People are hungry not because of lack of availability of food, or “over”
population, but because they are too poor to afford the food. Politics and
economic conditions have led to poverty and dependency around the world.
Addressing world hunger therefore implies addressing world poverty as well.
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If food production is further increased and provided to more people while the
underlying causes of poverty are not addressed, hunger will still continue because
people will not be able to purchase food.

4. We often hear leaders from rich countries telling poor countries that aid
and loans will only be given when they show they are stamping out corruption.
While that definitely needs to happen, the rich countries themselves are often
active in the largest forms of corruption in those poor countries, and many
economic policies they prescribe have exacerbated the problem. Corruption in
developing countries definitely must be high on the priority list, but so too must
it be on the priority list of rich countries.

We often hear about people’s desire to solve world hunger, or to be able to
feed the world and help alleviate the suffering associated with it.

However, meaningful long-term alleviation to hunger is rooted in the
alleviation of poverty, as poverty leads to hunger. World hunger is a terrible
symptom of world poverty. If efforts are only directed at providing food, or
improving food production or distribution, then the structural root causes
that create hunger, poverty and dependency would still remain. And so while
continuous effort, resources and energies are deployed to relieve hunger
through these technical measures, the political causes require political solutions
as well.

3. Answer the question to the text in depth.

1. What is the difference between the “developed” countries and the
“developing” ones. What are the other words to describe these countries.

2. What is a strong economy?

3. How much do nearly 3 billion people spend a day on their living?

4. How many children live in poverty? How many of them died in 2003
before reaching the age of 57 Why?

5. Why poverty is the state for the majority of the world’s people and nations?

6. How does globalization affect poverty?

7. Why is inequality rising today?

8. If food production increased would it eradicate hunger?

4. Characterize the mentioned two types of countries.

Type Characteristics Pros and cons

1. Developed ones

2. Developing ones
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Vocabulary Practice

1. Study carefully all the expressions in bold in the texts above.

2. Give detailed written definitions to the following words and
phrases:

poverty; Third World countries; First World countries; basic needs;
alleviation; priority list; corruption; aid; mercantilist practices; free trade;
domestic needs; western markets; strong economy; dependency; multinational
corporations; globalization; predicament; inequality; interconnectedness;
adequate shelter; GDP (Gross Domestic Product); living standards; stable
political; social and economic environment.

3. Prepare for a definition dictation on the vocabulary above.

Writing activities

Summarize your knowledge on the topic “Poverty and hunger” and
write an essay(250-300 words).

Speaking Activities

1. Role Play. Act out the situation according to the instructions
below.

Can Money Buy Happiness?

Group 1

1. A businessman/woman. You’ve made all your money by yourself. You
are in your 30-s, married, with 2 children. Business takes all your spare time.

2. A young person, a child of the owner of a large producing company, never
been poor, having no idea what is lack of money. Work for your father, but having
started with a position of a simple clerk. You think you have money problems
at the moment.

3. A person of 35, have just won a large sum of money and inherited a huge
sum of it from your uncle abroad. Feel very happy, buy the most expensive
things. Financial windfall has changed your outlook.

4. A person of 40, the owner of the net of hotels, very educated, fond of
charity work.
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Group 2

1. A doctor, very fond of the job, a wife of a school director. You think that
money is not the source of problems as long as you have it.

2. An economist, having problems with the husband and blaming him for not
being able to earn much. You have money problems at the moment.

3. A teacher married to a specialist in a technical field, 2 children, a very
friendly family.

4. A gardener used to be very rich with your own business but you have
given all it up. You are convinced that big money — big problems, little money —
small problems.

Group 3

1. Your parents have never had enough money, neither your grandparents.
Neither have you. But you do not worry about it as you think that big money is
not for you and one can do without it.

2. Your business has broken down, you are in debts and feel the unhappiest
in the world.

3. You are at the age of 35, you are constantly looking for a job but never
stay at it more than 2 months. In most of cases you blame the employer for being
unjust to you and not understanding your rained nature and personality. Your are
not married yet. You have money problems at the moment.

4. You and your parents have never been rich, but just on the contrary. You
are dreaming of marrying a rich young man from morning till night. All you
need is much money.

Preliminary tasks

Make up a story about yourself according to your part.

What is your attitude to money?

What is your attitude to people who have much and little money? Why do
you think people have or do not have money? Can every one earn money if he
wants?

What are you doing or thinking about at the moment? Can money help you
to solve your current problems?

Situation 1

Group 1 is on holiday in Grossetto. After having got acquainted playing golf
you are having dinner at a restaurant. You discuss your holiday and the subject
money.

Situation 2

Group 2 are at some birthday party. You see each other for the first time. One
of the guests (none of you) has presented a very expensive gift. After the formal
part of the event you are involved in the discussion of the topic of money.
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Situation 3

You are sitting on the bench in the yard near an old block of flats. Suddenly
a very expensive car has arrived, and it is the reason to discuss money problems.

Situation 4

Person 1.2, 2.2 and 3.3 have money problems at the moment. You have
happened to have a talk in a queue waiting for an appointment with the head of
the council.

Part 5
SHOPPING AND SHOPPING THERAPY

Reading Activities

1. Read the texts and answer the questions after it. Write out
the words in bold as your active vocabulary.

Modern Malls are like small communities,
aren't they?

American shopping malls, with their combination of entertainment and
shopping, have proven to be irresistible to European consumers, who are as
eager to spend their cash in them as the Americans are. With malls now springing
up in various parts of south-east Asia and in other areas of the world as well,
it is hard to imagine that anything can stop them from spreading to all parts of
the globe before long.

From the moment shoppers step out of their cars or off the bus that has
brought them to the mall, they are encouraged to feel relaxed. Soft music is
everywhere. Security cameras monitor every inch of the mall. Many malls
employ a small army of security staff to guarantee their customers’ safety.
And everything seems clean, including the air which is continuously renewed
by tireless air-conditioning systems.

One of the basic reasons for the popularity of malls is the enormous
variety of shops that are all to be found under one vast roof. There are sure to be
several major department stores, not to mention supermarkets, small shops
and boutiques whose inviting displays make window-shopping a pleasure.
Go inside, and you can browse through books, listen to CDs, purchase hand-
made ornaments, expensive china, designer clothes, casual wear. The list
goes on and on.
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Non-stop shopping can be tiring, but there are a lot of other things to do in
malls as well. Many people come to eat and drink as much as to shop. Malls offer
a choice of places for people to sit, drink, and chat with their fellow shoppers,
such as coffee bars, wine bars and, in the UK, traditional English pubs. There is
always a good choice of places to eat, too, from American-style fast food places
and steak bars to Indonesian or Thai restaurants.

Some of the larger malls even have hotels in them. Mall fanatics book in
to give themselves enough time to have the complete mall experience. It is not
only the restaurants and bars that are there to make an evening enjoyable, but
there are cinema complexes and even nightclubs in some malls, all within easy
walking distance of each other.

Of course, these synthetic paradises exist for one basic reason: to part
the consumer from his or her hard-earned money, so it’s not surprising that all
malls contain banks. Shoppers may need some extra cash for a few items that
they had come to the mall with no intention of buying, or they might run out of
small change for the entertainment on offer. Some malls have post offices. There
are first-aid stations as well in many of them, just to complete the feeling of
being in a completely safe environment where no one can come to any harm.
The mall is a wonderful fantasy land for adults and children. It is a place created
for the self-indulgent consumer (TmoTakaromuii CBOMM KeIaHUAM), to serve his
or her every need.

Is it a disorder or therapy?

For a lot people, shopping is a chore, something boring, yet necessary — like
housework. For others, shopping is fun and relaxing, a release from the world of
work. For a minority, however, shopping can be as dangerous as consuming too
much alcohol or abusing drugs. For these “shopaholics”, a trip to a department
store can become a way of fuelling an addiction.

How does this happen and why? Psychologists believe that the “shopaholic”
views spending money as a form of escapism and a means of achieving
happiness. The real problem starts, however, when the constant need to buy
new things starts interfering with a person’s life. People who become addicted
to the excitement of shopping believe that buying something new will make
their lives happier and more fulfilling. Their addiction is often a sign of chronic
depression. People fill their lives with things because they can’t face their own
unhappiness. Shopping then becomes a form of therapy.

Buying your way out of an emotional crisis is not a healthy option, though.
Spending can get out of control. People get caught in a vicious circle in which
the “high” of spending money is soon replaced by disappointment, and finally
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depression, as the debts pile up. New things quickly lose their attraction and
then the desire to shop and spend starts all over again.

The widespread use of credit cards has led to a marked increase in the number
of shopaholics. According to experts, the banks have made credit cards too easy
to obtain, with the result that more and more people are using them. Using a credit
card gives one the illusion that no money is being spent. People can go on for years,
spending vast sums every month on credit without realising it.

Unfortunately, many shopaholics don’t realise that they have a problem until
it is too late. They end up either with huge debts to the bank or in court. Unlike
a dependency on alcohol or drugs, an addiction to shopping and spending money
is less easy to detect but, as with other forms of addiction, the “shopaholic” is
also in need of professional help. Unfortunately, there are no laws to prevent
banks from giving out credit cards. Few governments will interfere with them
as long as they are profitable.

It seems, then, that the solution to the problem lies with the therapists who
specialise in this disorder, and with the patients themselves. Getting to the root
of the shopaholic’s depression and helping the shopaholic to face up to and cope
with the real problems that stimulate their shopping mania is the only practical
approach. Buying yet another new dress is not the answer.

2. Agree or disagree with the statements according to the text.

1. Modern malls are like small communities.

2. One of the basic reasons for the popularity of malls is the enormous variety
of shops that are all to be found under one vast roof.

3. Non-stop shopping is always a pleasant experience.

4. In some shopping malls there are facilities to stay for the night.

5. It is a good idea to go to a shopping mall in the time of emotional crisis
or depression.

6. Going shopping can easily grow into addiction.

7. If you are a shop addict, it is a diagnosis for life.

Vocabulary Practice
1. Study carefully all the expressions in bold in the texts above.

2. Give detailed written definitions to the following words and
phrases:

shopping malls; shoppers; enormous variety; department stores; boutiques;
displays; window-shopping; purchase; hand-made ornaments; china; designer
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clothes; casual wear; security staff; consumer; customers’ safety; walking
distance; vast sums; first-aid stations; self-indulgent consumer; chore;
shopaholics; fuelling an addiction; escapism; vicious circle; emotional crisis;
dependency; to pile up debts; disorder.

3. Write 15 your own sentences using the vocabulary from
the exercise above.

Speaking Activities

1. Give detailed answers to the following questions.

1. What is shopping for you?
2. Does it really help people escape from emotional crisis and achieve
happiness?
3. Why are modern shopping malls so attractive for customers?
4. What do they use to encourage people feel relaxed and spend money?
5. What is the basic reason for the popularity of malls?
6. Is it a lot of fun for you to go window-shopping? Why?
7. Is it a good idea to have a hotel in a shopping mall? Why do some
of them do it?
8. What other facilities can you find in shopping malls?
9. Are there many “shopaholics” in our society? Why is it so?
10. Can shopping turn out to be a serious disorder needing a professional help?
11. Is it easy to detect this disorder?
12. Can shopping and alcohol addictions be compared?
13. How should government react to prevent this problem?
14. Is anything being done about it today?

2. Express your views on the following issues.

1. In every town there dozens of shops, and going shopping is one of
the most important of the housewife’s duties. An Englishwoman, as a rule,
deals with only one grocer, one butcher, one milkman and one baker. She may
as well phone the butcher and the grocer early in the morning and order what
she wants. Then she doesn’t go to the shops herself. She does not pay each
day but receives a bill each week. At the end of week, on Saturday, there are
several bills to pay.

Sometimes a person sees something advertised in a newspaper
or on television that he would like. He may write for it and ask to send it C.O.D.
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(cash on delivery). When the article arrives, he pays the postman. If the person
has a banking account he generally pays by cheque.

Going shopping is a pleasant experience for those who are well-off and can
buy whatever they want. It is not so pleasant for a poorer person, who may have
to leave the shop without many of the things he would like to buy. In big shops
the customer does not pay the salesman or saleswoman (shop assistant), but
takes the bill to the cash-desk and pays the cashier. In some shops there is special
department where they wrap up the purchases and hand them over to customers.
Some big shops have a home-delivery service.

3. Make up small talks in pairs or small groups.

1. Your friend persuades you to go to a shopping mall at the week-end. You
are strongly against the idea. Provide the arguments and counter-arguments using
the information from the texts above.

2. One of you is a psychologist, the other(s) has/have shopping addiction.
Describe your state, your troubles and give advice.

3. You are a family. At the end of the summer you all need to renovate your
clothes and footwear and buy some school stuff. Some of you are for going to
a big shopping mall, the others are for internet purchasing. Provide the arguments
and counter-arguments using the information from the texts above.

Part 6
CONSUMERISM

Self-study Activities

1. Find out the information on the internet or in the media about
how much do average people consume in different countries. What
are the reasons of over-/under- consumption?

2. How does over-consumption affect a) the environment;
b) a person’s mind? Are you a reasonable consumer? Deliver your
views to your fellow students.
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Reading Activities

1. Read the following texts and summarize the information.
Do the task after the text.

Advertising

Advertising is now such a daily part of our lives that we take it for granted
and we only really notice an advert when it is new or makes us laugh. Research
has shown, though, that the most efficient form of advertising is on television,
and a successful advertisement on TV can increase the company’s sales of the
product by as much as 100 %. But how does an advertisement become popular
with the public? For one company music chosen to go with the advert played
a crucial role. Some advertising companies use also humor to great effect.
For instance, soap powder ads were considered traditionally boring and not
entertaining to watch. One particular soap powder ad showed dogs watching
a washing machine, with washing in it going round and round. The dogs were
under the impression that they were watching TV and not a washing machine.
In fact, animals in nearly any advert have been found to boot sales for practically
any product. Another advertising company came up with the idea to promote
a particular brand of coffee on TV as a “mini-series”. The progress of a young
couple’s relationship was the focus of the advert. This attracted a lot of media
attention and the whole country was waiting for the next advertisement
in the series to find out what would happen.

If you saw the latest James Bond film, you must have seen his new sports
car in several key scenes. This is not only because the car is important for
the plot. It is the result of the agreement between the car’s manufacturers and
the film studio aimed at promoting the posh model on the screen. And it worked!
As a result of the film, sales of the car in the USA went up significantly! This is
an example of what is called “product placement”. In other words the products
and logos that you see in films are there because of advertising deals.

Advertising Expert Everywhere

Like everyone else in this country, you are an advertising expert. Why not?
You have been brought up with advertising. The first words you ever read were
probably written on a billboard or the front of a box of cereal. The first sounds
you ever heard were probably from a radio or a television set. Before you knew
who daddy was, you knew that Wheaties was the breakfast of champions. Before
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you could tell a Republican from a Democrat, you could tell a Bufferin from
a plain aspirin. Naturally, you’re an advertising expert, and as such you know
two things for sure.

First, you know what you like and what you don’t like. You know which
commercials make you laugh, which ones make you giggle, which ones raise
a lump in your throat, and which ones bore you to tears. In short, you react
emotionally to each one of them and are able instantly to identify these emotions.
Indeed, advertising is the art form of the common man, making just about all of
us react just about in the same way, just about all the time. Preplanned? You bet
it is. We know what will make you feel happy or sad, calm or mad. And we elicit
those emotions from you through the highly skilled use of this art form called
advertising. Yet, they are your emotions, your reactions, and you do know how
you feel. And that makes you an expert.

The second thing you think you know for sure is the conscious decisions
you make concerning products you see advertised. The chances are that you have
never made a deliberate decision to buy a product based on an ad you have seen.
As a matter of fact, I have heard only quotes to the contrary, ranging from “I would
never buy a product that 1 have seen advertised” to the more basic “Come on,
who do they think they’re kidding?” Well, we’re not kidding anyone. It’s you who
are kidding yourself. Because every day, in hundreds of ways, we are selling you
products on a logical, intellectual, factual basis. And you are being persuaded.

2. Agree or disagree with the following statements according
to the text.

1. Advertising increases sales.

2. Advertising manipulates human behavior.

3. Advertising can be hidden.

4. It is easy to resist to advertisements.

5. Most people are inclined to believing in what advertisements say.

Speaking Activities

1. Work in pairs or small groups. One of you has watched a product
in a commerscial and is going to buy it inmediately. The other(s) are
trying to talk him/her out criticizing the affect of advertising.

2. One of you is fond of bags (or other things of the kind) and he/
she is going to buy another one. The other(s) is talking him/her out
from overconsumption.
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3. Prepare for a role play. Read the situation and the roles, and
follow the procedure.

Introducing a New Product
The situation

A company which produces cosmetics is to promote a new line (creams,
shampoos, lotions, after-shaves etc.) but it has not been clinically tested.

The roles

1. Moderator (Production Manager). You run the flow of the meeting
by setting the problem and giving the floor to the participants and organising
a discussion. You may express your personal opinion as well.

2. The Boss. You are encouraging the management to hide the true
information from the customers ensuring them that the product is not going to do
any harm to people’s health. Think of the arguments proving your point of view.

3. Marketing Manager. The only risks you worry about are profit risks. You
have already made up a plan of promotion campaign. Deliver it to the audience.

4. Managing Director. You are quite loyal to your boss, but at the same time
you do not want to tell lies to the consumers. You find it more honest to warn the
consumer that the product has not been clinically tested.

5. Chief Technologist. You are scientifically literal, but you have little
experimental experience. The new product is one of your first inventions. In theory,
you suggest that the product is not going to do any harm. Prove why you think so.

6. Consultant, Doctor of Medicine. You are totally against letting the new
product enter the market without clinical testing. Say what consequences may
it cause to people’s health (if not immediately, then in the future) and appeal to
social responsibility of the company.

7. Chief Engineer. You explain to the audience that the process of
manufacturing the new product is less energy consuming, the new package is
made of ecologically recyclable materials etc (think of other advantages), so in
the end it is going to do more good than harm.

8. Expert in Chemistry. You say that while interacting with sun light, air
and water the new product quickly and easily turns into absolutely safe chemical
components, but in this connection you doubt in its cosmetic effectiveness.

9. Secretary. You have been using the new cosmetics for a week and you are
very satisfied. You are sure it is safe and effective (prove it).

10. Currier. You have washed your dog with the new shampoo, and now it
seems to be loosing its hair. Besides, it has changed the colouring. So you are
not sure that the product is safe.

11. Shareholders (the rest of the audience). Listen to the speakers, put
question to them and express your own opinion.

181



The procedure

1. The moderator opens the meeting.

2. The participants in turn take the floor and make their reports, saying their
opinion of what should be done with the new product.

3. The moderator organizes the exchange of views and opinions.

4. The moderator organizes the voting to decide which decision to make.

5. The moderator closes the meeting.
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