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Kpurnueckoe MblieHHe HAOMPAET MOIYJISIPHOCTH MO BceMy Mupy. CylIiecTByeT HECKOIBKO CHOCOOOB MHTEp-
MpeTaruy 3HAYCHUS KPUTUICCKOTO MBIIUICHHS. BO3MOXHO MHTEPIPETHPOBATh KPUTHUCCKOE MBIIIICHHE KaK CIOC00-
HOCTH MBICIIUTH PAIHOHAIBHO, CIIOCOOHOCTh YCTAaHOBHUTH JIOTHUYECKYIO CBSI3b MEXKIy 3HaYCHHUAMH. KpUTHdeckoe MBII-
JICHWE — 3TO BBISBICHUE M OICHUBAHUE apTyMEHTOB, pPEIICHHE MPOOJIeM CHCTEMAaTHYECKH, CIIOCOOHOCTh MpoaHalu-
3UpOBaTh YOKACHUS U LIEHHOCTH APYrux. OHO UrpaeT KIIOUYEBYIO PONIb B OLIEHKE HOBBIX HMJICH U BEIOOpE HAMITYUIIHX.
JIronun uckanum crnoco6 o0y4eHust KpUTHYECKOMY MBIIUIEHHIO Ha IPOTsDKeHUH cTa JieT. Cuntaercs, uto CokpaT Hava uc-
KaTbh TOIXOASAIINN COCo0 JBE THICSYM JIeT Hazax. OfHAKO, «OTHOM» KPUTHYECKOTO MBIIIICHUS] CUUTACTCS aMEpUKaH-
ckuit punocod u nemaror JxoH J[pron. OH TakKe H3BECTEH 3a OINPE/eIICHIEe KPUTHISCKOTO MBIIIIeHNsA. OH BEpPHT, 9TO
BaYXHBIMH SBIISIOTCS IIPHYUHBI, IO KOTOPBIM MBI BEPUM BO YTO-TO W BIMSHHE HAmuX yoexxaeHuid. Heobs3arensHO MbIc-
JIUTH KPUTUIECKH BCE BPeMs, HO HEOOXOAUMOCTh 00YUIECHNUS KPUTHYECKOMY MBIIUICHUIO TOJKHA OBITh TPUOPUTETHOM 3a-
Jlavel Jyist Toro, YToObl BBIPACTUTH OyAylllee MOKOJIEHHE, CIOCOOHOE MPUHUMATh IIPAKTUYECKUE U PAllMOHAIbHBIE pelle-
HUS B CIIOXKHBIX CUTYyalUsIX.
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Critical thinking is getting more and more popular, trending worldwide. There are several ways to interpret the
basic meaning of it. One may say that critical thinking is the ability to think rationally, realizing the logical link between
meanings. It is about identifying and evaluating arguments, solving problems systematically, reflecting on the beliefs
and values of the others. Critical thinking plays crucial role in evaluating new ideas and choosing the best ones. People
have been searching the way of teaching critical thinking for about a hundred years. It is said that the Socrates began this
approach 2,000 years ago. Although “the father” of critical thinking is considered to be an American philosopher and
educator John Dewey. He is also known for giving a definition to critical thinking. He believes what matters is the reasons
we have for believing something and the implications of our beliefs [1]. There is no need to think critically all the time,
but the necessity of teaching critical thinking should be a primordial concern in order to raise a generation with the ability
to take practical, rational decisions in complex situations.
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Learning a language is a delicate and a challenging process. Teaching a language, especially
foreign language, may be far more complicated. In a world we live now, there are plenty of different
approaches to teaching alanguage, using numerous varieties of modern technologies and trying different
ways of teaching. Primary aim of teaching a foreign language is to form communicative competence
and to reach fluency on the level, which allows students to use a language in their professional field.
Talking about student’s ability to communicate in English classes, a large number of factors affect
learner’s efficiency. Here we can specify student’s motivation, teaching and learning context, friendly
environment in class, certainly learner’s personal abilities to study. A significant concern, which
should be taken into account, is that today’s qualified specialists who teach future generations do
not only form communicative proficiency, grammar literacy, and other aspects of a language usage,
but they also need to enhance critical thinking. What is an actual meaning of critical thinking and
why is it an important issue in a world of global advancement? Critical thinking is the ability of an
individual to think logically and make solid decisions, to take charge of individual’s own thinking,
to create an appropriate way of analyzing their own thoughts. Through critical thinking, learners
improve their ability to communicate in a foreign language. Thus, enhancing of critical thinking
encourages autonomous learning. Complex tasks given to the students during the lesson, influence
student’s perception in studying the language. Teacher’s role in serving the lesson is undoubtedly
crucial [4]. Teachers can help to develop students’ abilities to think by adopting different methods of
according to students’ learning styles. Critical thinking playing a leading role in student’s creativity,
it makes them reflect and helps to become self-confident and independent. Critical thinking can be
taught at all levels of studies appealing to any topic. If language learners can analyze their thoughts,
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therefore they can observe their own means of study and become more successful. Sometimes we
use critical thinking unconsciously and it is important to know that none of us think critically all the
time. Sometimes, when we are out of control and affected by anger or other emotions, we think in
almost any way, but critically. A good thing is since our critical thinking varies in accordance with
our mindset, we can enhance it by doing some routine activities and applying them to all problems
that touch our lives [2].

Critical thinking is not about gathering information. Someone who possesses knowledge of
varying facts does not have to be good at critical thinking. A critical thinker makes conclusions
based on what he knows; he is able to make use of information in order to find solutions to difficult
problems, and he is eager to seek relevant information to educate himself. Critical thinking should
not be confused with being critical or argumentative. However, critical thinking might be used in bad
reasoning, can help us to strengthen our knowledge and make constructive arguments. It is relevant
to say, that critical thinking is the way of thinking “out of the box” [2].

As the main aim of learning a language is to use it in and for communication, it is very important
to use an effective teaching methodology. By communicative competence we mean the ability to use
language for different purposes and functions, the ability to understand different types of texts; the
ability to use language in accordance with the setting and the participants (in formal and informal
speech, in written form, or in spoken); and be able to maintain a conversation.

Traditional approaches of learning, for example, a traditional method of translation should be
replaced with a communicative one. Students should learn to become good listeners and thinkers. It
takes time to set out strategies, which work best in approaching teaching methods. Since the basic
goal is to use the language for communication both teacher and the student have to concentrate on the
aspect. If the teacher does not stimulate students, they will not collaborate with the others. Teaching
a language is to not only explain the lesson, give tasks, explain the vocabulary, and just to give
homework. Teacher’s task is to explain how to learn a vocabulary, how to write an essay, for example.
Teacher supports and monitors the student while the last work on the task referring to the topic.

Speaking about thinking critically, students connect known information with the unknown, and
connect thoughts and ideas with the meanings. Teacher’s aim is to show how to do that and explain the
importance of critical thinking, how to make conclusions. By developing critical thinking, learners
develop their creative thinking, enrich their vocabulary, and broaden their mind. While teaching critical
thinking the following aims are being offered: teaching how to search for information; understanding
and analyzing statements; asking for opinions, approval or disapproval.

A student uses critical thinking:

While reading a passage or an extract from a text and relating own experience to the character
from the text;

While discussing given questions referring to the topic with the other students,

In written form: when students do exercises in written, answering questions Why? How? When?

While listening (e.g. listen and fill in the blanks, answer the questions)[3];

Most of the tasks should be communicative; students share, discuss and prove their point of
view in groups or in pairs. Teachers use practical activities which are aimed to be communicative that
require students to practice their language, stimulate critical thinking. The practical activities during
the lesson may be: a play-role (a simulation of a real-life situation), students work in pairs or in small
groups sharing their opinions after reading some text materials, they may write a report on a survey,
or may interview each other. The language level is always different, so the teacher’s task is to divide
students with different levels (strong-weak level), so the student with a stronger lever could help the
other student.

Language teachers have a great influence on the types of learning. It is our major task to help
students to start thinking critically using their communicative skills, their background knowledge and
gained experience, and of course, by using their language.
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