PROJECT FOR "SCIENCE AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP: SYNERGY OF MODERNIZATION" AS A FACTOR OF A DEVELOPMENT OF PODLASKIE VOIVODESHIP

Phd Elzbieta ZALESKO, University of Finance and Management in Bialystok, Poland, elzbieta.zalesko@wsfiz.edu.pl
Podlasie is one of the less-developed regions in Poland. For years, a significant of this region are slow economic growth and low level of the GDP per capita. The largest city in the north-eastern Poland is Bialystok. It is a major academic center, with six state universities and several non-public schools. Region, and particularly its capital has therefore a high potential for growth, which should be run. Creating the transfer of knowledge between universities and enterprise sector, especially small and medium-sized companies, financed by the EU flows, might be the way to boost the economy of the region.
One of the projects implemented under Measure 8.2.1 Human Capital Operational Programme - Support for co-operation between science and business in Podlaskie is "Science and Entrepreneurship: synergy of modernization." It is implemented in partnership between the University of Finance and Management and the company AC SA Bialystok. List of specific objectives of the project includes: improvement of the competence in the process of the commercialization of knowledge, strengthening the flow of empirical experience of SME’s employees into the universities, as well transfer of knowledge from scientists to the business sector, promotion of good practices in the conduct of companies spin off / spin out, and promotion of academic entrepreneurship among students in last  years of study. Total project’s value amounts to PLN 290 000.

The implementation of specific aims is possible by the organization such activities as internships, training and seminars.

Internship is a form of collaboration between the academic worker and the entrepreneur. Its goal is to identify by the scientist and to describe a problem within the organizational structure or marketing area basing on the empirical case study. This is aimed at increasing the empirical knowledge of scientists and intensification of cooperation between entrepreneurs and academic staff. Six academic workers are involved in the internship.
The second form of training is addressed to 45 people associated with universities who are thinking about setting up a business, while maintaining links with the university. The trainee will acquire knowledge about: creating and running the companies spin off / spin outs, external financing, sociology of business and managing emotions. The cost-free advice in marketing, law and accounting is also included. In two editions of this program 30 people were trained by the end of February 2012.
During the project workshops for seven groups of students from last years of study were organized. Their goal was to point to potential areas of master/ diploma theses that are more desirable from a business perspective.

The project is in progress. The actions taken will contribute to the general aim of the project "Science and Entrepreneurship: synergy of modernization", that is to intensify co-operation between academic units and the SME sector in Podlaskie voivodeship through the exchange of experience and promotion of entrepreneurship among academic workers. Transfer of knowledge, which becomes one of the most important factor of economic growth will translate into the dynamics of this phenomenon in the region in the longer term.

More information about the project can be found at website www.synegriaonline.pl.
