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Immigration to the United Kingdom in the 21st century is larger and more 
diverse than at any point in its history. As the global recession bites, early evidence 
shows a reduction in the numbers of immigrants coming to work.

Although the United Kingdom has received immigrants for centuries, the 
country has traditionally been a net exporter of people; only from the mid-1980s 
did the United Kingdom become a country of immigration. The last decade 
nevertheless diff ers markedly because of high levels of net immigration, a surge 
generated in large part by sustained economic growth for the last 15 years. Since 
2004, immigration levels have been boosted by an extraordinary wave of mobility 
from Eastern European countries, particularly Poland, whose citizens have free 
movement and labor rights following the European Union enlargement.

In 2014, approximately 125,800 foreign citizens were naturalized as British 
citizens. This fi gure fell from around 208,000 in 2013, which was the highest 
fi gure recorded since 1962, when records began. Between 2009-13, the average 
number of people granted British citizenship per year was 195,800. The main 
countries of previous nationality of those naturalised in 2014 were: India, Pakistan, 
the Philippines, Nigeria, Bangladesh, Nepal, China, South Africa, Poland and 
Somalia. The UK Government can also grant settlement to foreign nationals, 
which confers on them permanent residence in the UK, without granting them 
British citizenship. Grants of settlement are made on the basis of various factors, 
including employment, family formation and reunifi cation, and asylum (including 
to deal with backlogs of asylum cases). The total number of grants of settlement 
was approximately 154,700 in 2013, compared to 241,200 in 2010 and 129,800 in 
2012. In the year to mid-2016, the number of short-term migration (3-12 month) 
trips to England and Wales was 358,000.
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At fi rst British government looked at the people from Eastern Europe and Asia 
as a good source of cheap manpower for its growing economy. But the fi nancial 
crisis of 2008 strengthened the anti-immigrational sentiment in British society, 
mainly, because of the competition in the labor market and social security. Among 
the main problems in the relationship between the UK and the EU according to 
D. Cameron was control over immigration. Britain’s distance from the EU was 
manifested in the so-called “Brexit” – the process of the United Kingdom’s exit 
from the EU structures, which was issued by a referendum in 2016. Supporters of 
Brexit used the refugee crisis in Europe, caused by the war in Syria and political 
instability in the Middle East, as an argument against the EU.

The second argument against immigration was the cost of maintaining 
unemployed immigrants from the EU, which fell on the UK social security system. 
It should be noted that, according to studies conducted by the British authorities, 
the percentage of immigrants from the EU who were in a state of unemployment 
was lower than in the European Union.

However, the situation with immigrants was not so hard in Great Britain as the 
UK was not a member of the system of General migration control of the EU and 
performed for preservation of sovereignty of national states over the topic of entry 
into the country of foreign citizens.

When the migration processes activated in 2014–2016 there was a huge 
discontent with immigrants’ fl ows. But the social opinion has changed, which is 
shown in the survey: just under half (44%) say that migration has had a positive 
impact on Britain according to a new Ipsos MORI survey among British adults 
aged 18-75.

The attitude to people from other countries diff ers from region to region. For 
instance, in Birmingham residents treat immigrants with some kind of distrust 
and even aggression. Most people here support Brexit (more than 70%). In other 
regions the relations between the British and non-British people softer. The main 
reason is language diff erences, which form a special barrier.

Nevertheless, immigration in the UK has led to the formation of new religious 
and ethnical communities. Finally, the number of immigrants and their descendants 
began to exceed the number of native citizens. Of course, the EU-British became 
worse and this was the main impact of cross-cultural relations with European 
countries. Brexit process aff ected on the inner non-stability of the country because 
of growing disagreements over the issue of separating from the EU.
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В настоящее время в связи с ростом международной торговли через тамо-
женную границу Таможенного Союза значительную долю составляет пере-
мещение товаров, являющихся объектами интеллектуальной собственности. 
Соответственно возникает необходимость со стороны Республики Беларусь 
обеспечить надлежащую защиту таких объектов при их перемещении через 
таможенную границу. Защита прав на объекты интеллектуальной собствен-
ности является одной из основных функций таможенных органов, обеспечи-
вающих выполнение основных задач их деятельности, что указано в статье 
351 Таможенного Кодекса Таможенного Союза (далее – Таможенный кодекс 
ЕАЭС) и делится на три составляющие:

1) создание и ведение Таможенного реестра объектов интеллектуальной 
собственности;

2) осуществление мер, связанных с приостановлением выпуска товаров, 
содержащих объекты интеллектуальной собственности;

3) выявление и пресечение правонарушений в данной сфере и привлече-
ние виновных лиц к ответственности [1].

Одной из целей ЕЭАС является процесс интеграции и создание единых 
процессов в сферах экономики, в том числе и в таможенной сфере в части 
защиты объектов интеллектуальной собственности. Однако, анализируя со-
вокупность национальных полномочий таможенных органов России и Бе-
ларуси, можно отметить, что существуют некоторые различия в части коли-
чества функций по осуществлению защиты товаров, содержащих объекты 
интеллектуальной собственности. В частности, в Российской Федерации 
таможенные органы обладают полномочиями заводить административные 
дела и проводить административные расследования в связи с нарушением 
прав интеллектуальной собственности при перемещении товаров, содержа-
щих объекты интеллектуальной собственности, через таможенную границу 
ЕАЭС. К сожалению, в Республике Беларусь таможенные органы не облада-
ют такими полномочиями. Наделение подобными полномочиями таможен-
ных органов могло бы привести не только к надлежащей защите объектов 
интеллектуальной собственности, но и повлечь выяснения всех обстоя-


