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This article is devoted to the research of methods of forensic linguistic examination of 

controversial texts in cases of extremism. The article also deals with some of the problems 
of such studies. Attention is paid to the range of texts which should be subjected to linguis-
tic examination to analyze those features that characterize the text as an extremist one. This 
problem is not paid due attention, thus, it is highly important to show that this type of ex-
amination is effective and prospective, and, thus, to involve the scientific community in the 
research of this field.  
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In recent years, more and more linguists have begun to pay scholarly atten-
tion to the interdisciplinary issues of language and law. The field of linguis-
tics is a multi-faceted discipline incorporating systematic study of every as-
pect of human communication. Within the field of linguistics, researchers are 
studying phonetics, phonology, syntax, semantics, pragmatics, and discourse 
analysis [2, p. 651]. 

Linguists more often become to testify as expert in both civil and criminal 
trials. Such linguistic expertise can be helpful to the judge or jury. Issues 
which linguists deal with include miscommunication because of dialect dif-
ferences; the comprehensibility of legal documents; the meanings of statutes, 
wills and contracts; the identification of authors and speakers; the ability of 
jurors to understand instructions, or of an arrested person to comprehend the 
Miranda warning; and many more [2, p. 653]. 

Today, the interaction of linguistics and law, also known as forensic lin-
guistics, is a flourishing and growing area of interest for both linguists and 
lawyers. The new forensic examinations are associated with the study of so-
called extremist texts on such categories of criminal cases as public calls for 
the implementation of extremist activities, the instigation of hostility and ha-
tred, the humiliation of human dignity [3, p. 222]. 

The main problems concerning the study of controversial texts on cases of 
extremism:  

1. the methodological provision of the expertise doesn't meet the high de-
mand for such studies, their relevance and social significance;  

2. the lack of a clear understanding of the subject of research; blurring 
competence field of experts; uncertainty of the object of research; 
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3. the notion that the task of a psycholinguist is limited to establishing 
what effect the text has or may have on the recipient [1, p. 2–3]. 

Controversial texts are subjected to psycholinguistic examination, which 
includes psychological and linguistic methods. The general grounds for the 
appointment of forensic psycholinguistic examination of extremist texts for 
judicial and investigative bodies are: the need to establish circumstances that 
affect the qualification, the extent and nature of responsibility, the need to 
clarify the motives for crimes [1, p. 3]. The object of psycholinguistic exami-
nation is text as a product of speech and communication activities and human 
behavior. The term “text” is widely understood: both verbal and written; as a 
separate statement and as a complex of statements. However, the text is al-
ways regarded as an integral category, individual words and sentences are 
analyzed only in the context of their use, taking into account the meaning of 
the entire text. The text is a unit of speech or communicative activity of its au-
thor and is regarded as a message having its content and communicative pur-
pose [4, p. 2]. The main features of the text that are significant for the psycho-
linguistic assessment of the text: 1) reflection in the text of the purposeful ac-
tivity of the author to create the text; 2) publicity; 3) urge for prohibited ac-
tivities; 4) propaganda of prohibited views, ideas; 5) an excuse or justification 
for extremist activity; 6) an excuse or justification for national, religious, ra-
cial superiority; 7) on the incitement of hatred or enmity, an insult to a person 
on certain grounds [1, p. 5]. The text is considered as a source of semantic in-
formation. There are two approaches to understand the meaning of the text: 1) 
approach that treats the text as a linguistic unit; 2) approach treats the text as 
unit of communication (such approach is more adequate). Therefore, an im-
portant methodological principle is to consider creating of the text by the au-
thor from the viewpoint of the theory of activity, as a principle of unity of ac-
tivity and consciousness. It also should be noted that only communicative 
purposes of the author and only those that are expressed in the text taking into 
account the communicative situation are subject to identification. Such cate-
gories as the author of the text, the recipient, the communicative situation are 
subjected to analysis as well [1, p. 7]. 

To identify the content and semantic structure of the text, two basic ap-
proaches to text analysis are used: subject-content and motivational-target. 
The first is focused on revealing the subject of the narrative, the content of the 
text, the second – to analyze the purpose of the message, communicative in-
tention of the author [1, p. 6]. 

The need to use two levels of analysis arises of two main reasons. First, the 
fact that in the process of research experts need to establish the pres-
ence/absence of two basic criteria, whether the text incite enmity and hatred 
or instigate to unlawful acts. These criteria are: a certain subject content of the 
text and its direction. The first criterion can be conditionally called linguistic, 
the second – psychological. Only in the presence of both criteria may be given 
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categorical answer that the text is aimed at inciting hostility or the text con-
tains a call (motivation) for certain actions. Secondly, given that the category 
“text” is considered in two coordinate systems: linguistic and communication 
[1, p. 6–7]. 

The subject of examination of texts on cases of extremism is the estab-
lishment of factual data about the features of the text that are relevant to a 
case. Such features of the text are: orientation, signs of motivation for certain 
actions, signs of propaganda of certain views and others. The psycholinguist 
focuses on the subject-content analysis, the identification of the meaning of 
individual words and expressions, the whole text, the linguistic ways of ex-
pressing the meaning, the formal features of communication, the identifica-
tion of psychological features of the author's activity, the sense of communi-
cation; implements the motivational and target analysis of the text [4, p. 1–2].  

It is important to note that despite the existence of a call for anything in the 
text, the behavior of the subject depends on a large number of factors. Man 
has a complex system of different factors that regulate his behavior and activi-
ties. Features of perception and comprehension of information by the reader 
also depend on a number of circumstances including the reader's world out-
look, his attitudes, “flexibility” of linguistic consciousness, life experience 
and many others, including the current state, the specific life situation, the 
purpose of consumption of the text. That is why only the appeals expressed in 
the text are subject to determination in expert analysis. Because it is impossi-
ble to find out which associations can generate a text with a hidden motiva-
tion, or what the text without the author's motivation can induce reader to do. 
Any text can have an impact on certain readers, not supposed by the author, and, 
conversely, the effect suggested by the author may not be achieved [1, p. 8]. 

Thus, we see that forensic linguistics has both advantages and disadvan-
tages, related mainly to the recent appearance of such a scientific direction 
and, as a result, insufficient highlight of this topic. Summing up, we can con-
clude that such topic of scientific research as psycho-linguistic examination of 
‘extremist texts’ is important and relevant, and we can also emphasize signifi-
cance of development forensic linguistics in general.  
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