Ileceykaa T. U.

benopycckuii rocy1apcTBEHHBIN YHUBEPCUTET KYJIbTYpPbl U UCKYCCTB, MUHCK, benapych
Pesetskaya T. I.

Belarusian State University of Culture and Art, Minsk, Belarus

YK 378.147:394.91(476)
IMPOBJIEMbBI OBYYEHUSA HHOCTPAHHBIX CTYAEHTOB B BEJIAPYCHU
CHALLENGES OF TEACHING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS IN BELARUS

B pabome paccmampusaromes cogpemennvle meHOenyuu 00y4eHust UHOCMPAHHbIX CIYOEeHNO8 8
benopycckux ynusepcumemax. Mccneoyromes npoobremvl npenooagaHusi 8 MyaibmuKyibmypHOM
obpazosamenvrom npocmpancmee. llpednacaromes  nooxoovl  npeoodoieHuss mpyoHocmel
NPenooasanusi 8 MyJabmuKyJIbMypPHOU cpeoe.

Kniouesvie  cnosa: enobanuzayus 6 00pazosanuu;  uUHmMmecpayusl,  MyJibMUKYIbMYPHOE
0bpa3zosamenvbHoe NPOCMPAHCMBO, UHOCPAHHble CMYOeHMbl, cmpamecuu 00y4eHuUs.

The article deals with the current trends in education of international students in Belarussian
universities. The challenges of teaching in multicultural educational environment are discussed.
Teaching methods approaches and technics to overcome difficulties of teaching in multicultural
students gropes are proposed.

Keywords: educational globalization; integration; multicultural educational environment;
international students; teaching strategies.

Reforms of Belarusian educational system reflect the processes of educational
globalization. The term «international education» has appeared lately. It includes all the issues
of educational international programs, foreign languages learning and academic mobility of the
students. Global trends of increasing internationalization in higher education have speeded up
over the past few years. According to the data approximately two from one hundred students
studying at univercities in the world are international ones. The majority of them come from
developing countries [7, P. 2]. The internalization of educational environment presents a variety
of challenges for higher education institutions all over the world.

In the post-Soviet countries the internationalization processes of educational environment
got a new impulse through the Bologna Process. Now the Belarusian educational standards are
unified with the European ones. Russia joined the Bologna process in 2003. This made
convertibility of Russian degrees and strengthened the position of Russia on the international
educational market. But the problem to increase the number of foreign students in Russia still
remains. The majority of educational programs proposed for international student in Russiain as
in Belarus assume them to study in Russian. The statistical research carried out of Russian
universities demonstrated that the percentage of international students who had been studying
Russian language before entering the university was only 11%, whereas English 83% [5. P.200].
The English language is the mother tongue or a second language for nearly 600 million people.
About 1.5 billion people are learning English as a foreign language [5, P.18]. There are only
about 260 million Russian speaking people in the world [5, P. 19]. Today almost 30 non-English
speaking countries, propose educational programs in English [5, P.18].

Belarus has a reach background in teaching international students in the Soviet past. In
this period students coming from the Soviet Block counties and partner countries studied Russian
at a deep level before entering a university. Now students coming in Belarus for educational
purposes have different linguistic and academic background. Many of them study in the groups
of native Russian speakers students. Those who have poor linguistic background fail their exams
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often and are expelled from university (for example about 30% in Russian Universities
[8, P. 115]). Sometimes authorities of some universites make a decision to be more loyal to
international students during exams. This is not a good problem solution. Such ways lead to a
significant reduction in the quality of education. These shortcomings reduce the competitiveness
of the Belarusian education in the world educational environment.

Some Belarusian Universities propose programs in English. Belarusian State University of
Informatics and Radioelectronics (BSUIR) can be considered a leader in this field. From 2009
the University proposes six first degree programs, four Master degree programs and about thirty
PhD programs [2]. «BSUIR degrees and qualifications are internationally recognized in as many
as 80 countries of the world, including the USA & Canada, countries of Europe & the
Commonwealth of Independent States, Middle East & Asia, etc... Today every third
international student at BSUIR study in English» [3]. Belarusian State Economic University
(BSEU) offers four Master’s programs in English. One of them is Business Administration
(MBA) [4]. Since 2014 The School of Business and Management of Technology of Belarusian
State University (BSU) began the course of Business Administration (MBA) in English. Today
seventeen students from Belarus, Kazakhstan, Nigeria and Lebanon are enrolled in this program
[1]. Since 2016 Belorussian State University of Culture and Art (BSUCA) has begun training of
Master students on specialty "Art criticism" entirely in English.

Thus, integration of Belarusian educational environment into globalization processes
proves the need both to train teaching staff in foreign languages and to elaborate the teaching
methods and techniques to teach in multicultural educational environment providing high quality
of education. It is well known that cultural differences influence the educational processes.
Lecturing in multicultural educational environment «...means not only proper choice of
academic material ways of its structuring and presentation but also meeting other personalities,
who may definitely have other traditions, behavior, national mentality, and cognitive
environment. Such situations inevitably bring us into contact with other ways of speaking and
other ways of life» and «...presupposes studying other cultures because communication with
international students can be affected by participant’s interpretations, assumptions and
expectations which largely derive from their own cultural background» [6, P.8,9].

The first steps in the area of training academic stuff to teach in English and to teach in
multicultural educational environment are made at the National Institute for Higher Education,
which since 2015 has been providing the training program «Education activity in English».
During the course the issues of teaching in multicultural environment are discussed and teaching
methods and techniques are proposed. This program provides a good start for the lecturers to
elaborate their own strategies for teaching in multicultural educational environment, taking into
account all the particularities of the profession area.

From the author’s point of view the collaborative and project oriented learning are the most
promising strategies today to teach in the multicultural educational environment. These strategies
help to overcame language and cultural differences as well as different background of the
students. One of the efficient means of teaching in multicultural educational environment is the
work in small groups on some question or problem proposed by the lecturer. In this way more
skilled students can share their experience with the partners. The techniques «small group
discussion and peer instruction» method, «questions and answers pairs» approach, «corners» and
«shair brainstorming methods» and some others [6, P. 102-106] also can be successfully used.

Today we live in the world where technology changes with a very high speed where the
volume of information concerning any science is growing every day. To be professional in any
sphere one needs to learn using different technological tools. Professionals are forced to upgrade
their knowledge every year. Thus it is very important for students not only to gain appropriate
skills and practical knowledge but to be able to improve them as science and technology
develops. To achieve this purpose a great part of teaching techniques should be oriented on
teaching students to solve the problems both as individually as in the project groups gaining
knowledge without help of the teacher. This leads to the necessity of development the flexible
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educational programs allowing students to train their own abilities and skills in the best way to
reach high results in the profession they have chosen.
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®OPMHUPOBAHUE TOJEPAHTHOCTH WHOCTPAHHBIX CJYIIATEJENA
INOAT'OTOBUTEJIBHOT'O OTAEJIEHUA

FORMATION OF TOLERANCE OF FOREIGN STUDENTS IN THE PREPARATORY
DEPARTMENT

B cmamve paccmampueaemcs npobiema GopmuposaHusi MmMoiepaHmHOCMU UHOCMPAHHBIX
crywameneti 8 NONUKYIbMYPHOU cpede NoO020MOGUMENbHO20 OMOeNeHUs NymeM CO30aHUs
neoazocutecKux yciosuil u noooopa cpeocmas ux 0CyuecmeneHus.

Kniouegvie  cnosa: moaepanmnocmv,  noocomosumenvHoe — omoeneHue;  UHOCMPAaHHble
crywamenu.
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