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The knowledge and personal qualities are shaped on the basis of the created 

meanings. The search of those key characteristics which define professional 

activity of sea profile specialists is necessary for us. Our practical experience 

while teaching sea specialists, in particular navigators, and also the specifics of 

this profile show that shaping of "sphere of concepts" is part and parcel of an 

educational process. In its turn, the sphere of concepts relies on the essence of 

“concept”. 

In modern science there are numerous interpretations of the terms "concept" 

and "sphere of concepts". Various approaches to interpretation of the term 

"concept" and also its characteristics, the place and the role in science are 

discussed in the research papers of D.S. Likhachev, Yu.S. Stepanov, V.N. Teliya, 

A.V. Sorokina, I.A. Sternin, Z.D. Popova, G.A. Kryukov, S.A. Askoldov, A.A. 

Vladimirov, P. Abelyar, Zh. Delez, F.Gvattari, S. Schiffer, S. Steel, etc. 

First of all, we are bound to decipher the term "concept" from the point of 

view of philosophy. The concept – the act of "catching" meanings of thing 

(problem) in unity with a speech statement. The term "concept" dates back to the 

philosopher P. Abelyar. According to P. Abelyar, the concept is "essence of 

sublime spirit (mind) which is capable to reproduce creatively, or to collect 

(concipere) meanings and thoughts" [1, p. 121]. The philosopher notes that the 

concept is shaped by the speech, memory and imagination are the main 

components of the concept. The famous Russian philosopher S.A. Askoldov 

points out that the concept is a mental structure since it expresses not only the 

meaning of a certain subject, but also it is supposed to be a symbol. Moreover, 

foreign researchers Zh. Delez and T. Gvattari [2] strongly believe that concepts 



appear to be "the centers of vibrations", "there is no hierarchical difference 

between concepts". This definition can be interpreted as follows: each person has 

the universal system of concepts along with functioning of the general conceptual 

structures. 

From the angle of philology the term "concept" is considered by a number of 

scientists. So, the famous Russian scientist Yu.S. Stepanov accentuates that the 

concept is believed to be "culture clot in the consciousness of the person, it isn't 

overthought as much as it is worried about" [10, p. 43-80]. In other words, the 

internal form expresses a world outlook, the core expresses a word meaning, and 

the relevant feature is the means of understanding and communication. According 

to I.A. Sternin and Z.D. Popova, the concept represents a universal code which is 

formed on the basis of a sensual experience of the personality: "the concept is 

born as an image, but having appeared in the consciousness of the person, this 

image is capable to go up abstraction steps” [8]. It is evident that concepts are the 

units of cultural thinking. 

As a matter of fact, a significant contribution to understanding and 

classification of concepts following a linguistic approach has been brought by the 

foreign scholars S. Schiffer, S. Steel [12]. They confirm that the concept is shaped 

at the level of thinking, i.e. the first stage is the understanding of meaning, 

however the best tool of defining a concept appears to be the language. The simple 

concept is expressed by means of one word while the difficult concept can be 

expressed by a phrase or even sentence. 

L.I. Ruchina and T.M. Gorshkova delineate that the concept represents sign 

system, and it is realized in the process of communication: "the concept is realized 

in the verbal sign and in language in general" [9, p. 124]. 

Evolving this idea, a tremendous contribution was made by the famous 

Russian scientist D.S. Likhachev who had put the terms "concept" and "linguistic 

sphere of concepts" into practice. D.S. Likhachev speaks volumes about the 



existence of an individual cultural experience of the person, about a substantial 

pool of knowledge by which the richness of concepts is defined [7].  

E.N. Dmitriyeva sheds the light on the essence of the terms "concept" and 

"sphere of concepts" from the perspective of pedagogics. The author correlates 

the term “concept” with "information sign": "the generalized information signs 

taking place in an educational communication in the course of professional 

training relevant for any discipline, can be characterized as conceptual or, 

otherwise, professionally significant concepts" [3, p. 140]. It is necessary to 

differentiate the terms "meaning" and "concept": "both of them are based on one 

basis – generalization, abstraction, but the concept is characterized by the 

accuracy and depth. The concept is the result of cognition, and it can reflect one 

or several features of an object, not always essential" [3, p. 142]. 

A set of concepts in the consciousness of the person shapes the 

conceptosphere of sea specialists. So, S.V. Lazarevich, I.G. Olginskaya, E.N. 

Pankratova [6] analyze the term "conceptosphere", as it is supposed to be 

"difficult hierarchical whole, consisting of the interconnected concepts reflecting 

sociohistorical experience in a specific field of activity" [6, p. 406]. Indeed, 

scientists outline "the conceptual expressed discourse" which, according to them, 

needs to be practised in the sequence "term-concept-conceptosphere" [6, p. 406]. 

They define three main types of conceptosphere, namely: 1) linguistic, 2) 

thematic, 3) professional. According to scientists, "thematic conceptosphere is 

limited to a certain meaning-based  subject in any field of activity. It enables the 

formation of all professional competences" [6, p. 406], and the professional 

conceptosphere is "the system of the professional terms and structural and 

semantic interactions necessary for performing professional activity" [6, p. 406]. 

L.F. Kosovich and S.V. Rakitina emphasize that the professional sphere of 

concepts is based on the study of professional disciplines, and language is the 

basis for shaping of concepts "capable to become fragments of the foundation of  

the professionally-oriented sphere of concepts" [5, p. 76]. 



In our research we refer to the model of conceptosphere of E.N. Dmitriyeva. 

In her thesis E.N. Dmitriyeva considers the system of teachers’ professional 

training. The author puts the terms "pedagogical professional conceptosphere", 

"semantic paradigm" into practice. The main principle of her conception is the 

following: "shaping of specialists’ professional consciousness the center of which 

includes professional meanings of his personality" [4, p. 1].  

The scientist points out communication as one of the backbone elements of a 

professional picture of the world since it is "necessary condition of understanding 

information perceived by students and, finally, it allows to define and express own 

personal meaning" [4, p. 28]. Thus, E.N. Dmitriyeva has determined three integral 

elements making teachers’ professional conceptosphere: 1) concept - "person", 2) 

concept - "communication", 3) concept - "cognition". Relying on this conception, 

we have defined concept-cognition, concept-communication, concept-personality 

which are necessary for sea specialists [10]. The shaping of the concepts has been 

realized in the educational process including lessons and sea practice. 

In a nutshell, despite the existence of various interpretations of the concepts 

it is of great importance to study the terms "concept" and "conceptosphere" 

referring not only to linguistics, philosophy, psychology, but also pedagogics. Our 

purpose lies in shaping of professional conceptosphere of sea profile graduates. 

An explanation of the given phenomenon in pedagogics plays a vital role in terms 

of the improvement of educational process while teaching sea specialists. 
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