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Juvenile delinquency becomes one of the most serious problems nowadays. Prerequisites and 

conditions of juvenile delinquency as crime in general, are socially predefined and depend on 
specific historical conditions of life of society, content and direction of institutions, spirit and ways 
of solving main contradictions. It should be noted that delinquency is a form of deviation. In order 
to understand the core of delinquency itself, we should start from the notion of deviation and 
prerequisites of deviant behavior. [1] 

Deviant behavior can be defined as a system of actions or individual actions that are contrary to 
accepted social norms, standards and that are manifested in imbalance of mental processes, non-
adaptivity, evasion of moral and aesthetic control over their own behavior. 

In particular, deviant behavior is often observed in adolescents, as juveniles are more vulnerable 
due to their age characteristics. Deviations are manifested in the desire to experience thrills, 
curiosity, exaggerated desire to be independent. 

Among prerequisites we can highlight aggravation of problems of dysfunctional families on 
general background of persistent poverty, moral and social degradation that occur in families lead 
to bad consequences, such as juvenile involvement in criminogenic groups, as a consequence of 
self-expression, self-assertion of teenagers due to their own insecurity, isolation in families, 
schools. 

The main types of deviant behavior are crime, alcoholism, drug addiction, suicide, prostitution. 
Some deviant representations do not imply criminal liability and such people are called deviants. 
Those, who receive a punishment from behalf of legislative system are treated as juvenile 
delinquents. 

Probability of deviant behavior increases significantly with the weakening of regulatory 
oversight. There are new types of deviant behavior such as hacking, digger movement, graffiti, 
which destabilize situation in society. 

Crime is commonly understood as a regular, stable and massive socio-legal phenomenon, which 
manifests itself in a set of crimes, criminals and victims. 

Variation of criminal human behavior is a delinquent behavior that serves as deviating behavior 
that represents criminal offenses in its extreme manifestations. The differences between delinquent 
behavior from criminal behavior are rooted in the severity of crimes, antisocial expression of their 
character. 

The defined causes of juvenile delinquency are [1]: 
• Tendency to social and psychological contamination; 
• Juvenile negativism; 
• Unformed life orientations and attitudes; 
• Lack of interest towards study and work; 
• Impact of the media; 
• Moral and social degradation. 
All these factors affect unformed mind of adolescents and contribute to the development of 

antisocial behavior that transforms to commission of criminal acts subsequently. 
Prevention of deviant behavior is a set of activities and resources of various levels of social 

organization: national, social, legal, economic, psychological, etc. E.V. Zmanovskaya highlights 
seven forms of prevention: 

• Prevention of undesirable behavior by negative public opinion (Public advertising); 
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• Access of information. The purpose of this form is to inform person and increase his/her 
capacity to a constructive solution; 

• Active community education of social skills through group trainings; 
• Alternative organized activity towards deviant behavior (travel, sports, art); 
• Healthy lifestyle; 
• Access to areas of human expression; 
• Minimization of the consequences of deviant misdemeanor. 
To sum up, every aspect mentioned in the process of becoming juvenile criminal is significant 

in studying of causes of adolescents' commitment of unlawful acts. In order to solve the problem 
of juvenile delinquency it is required to overcome complex of problems existing in society. 
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