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ПОЯСНИТЕЛЬНАЯ ЗАПИСКА 
Практическое изучение иностранного языка заключается в 

формировании у студентов иноязычной коммуникативной компетенции, 

позволяющей использовать иностранный язык как средство 

профессионального и межличностного общения. 

Это достигается посредством взаимосвязанного обучения активным 

видам речевой деятельности, а также овладения технологиями языкового 

самообразования. 

В устной речи необходимо ознакомить студентов с правилами  

общения в социально-бытовых и социально-культурных ситуациях, с 

условиями и принципами речевого общения, с основными типами 

монологического и диалогического высказываний, с семантико-

синтаксическими особенностями словарного состава языка, с 

социокультурными реалиями и с основными особенностями межкультурного 

общения. Также будущий специалист должен быть знаком с особенностями 

словарного состава и синтаксической организации письменного текста,  с 

основами коммуникативно-ситуативной и жанрово-стилистической 

вариативности письменной продуктивной речи, должен уметь выражать 

мысли в устной и письменной форме, структурно и стилистически правильно 

строить устное и письменное высказывание. 

Электронный учебно-методический комплекс по учебной дисциплине 

«Практика устной и письменной речи» способствует решению поставленной 

задачи и предназначен для студентов по направлению подготовки 1-21 06 01-

01 «Современные иностранные языки (преподавание)». 

Данный комплекс разработан в соответствии с Положением БГУ об 

учебно-методическом комплексе по учебной дисциплине №497-ОД от 

10.10.2013 и состоит из трех разделов: практического, контроля знаний и 

вспомогательного.  

Практический раздел содержит задания с ссылками на  аудио- и 

видеоматериалы в сети Интернет по темам, предусмотренным программой 

дисциплины, а также практические задания для закрепления знаний, 

формирования умений и навыков. Раздел контроля знаний содержит 

перечень вопросов для подготовки к зачету и экзамену, лексические тесты 

для промежуточного и итогового контроля знаний студентов, образец билета 

для приема экзамена, критерии оценки знаний студентов. Вспомогательный 

раздел представлен учебной программой дисциплины, включающей 

пояснительную записку, содержание учебного материала, учебно-

методическую карту и список основной и дополнительной литературы.  

 



5 
 

I ПРАКТИЧЕСКИЙ РАЗДЕЛ 
 

UNIT 1 

IS STUDENT LIFE ALL GOOD? 

LISTENING  

Listen to:http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/russian/features/6-minute-

english/ep-151210 

 

Vocabulary  

through rose-tinted 

spectacles 

was seeing a situation as better than it really was  

out of your comfort 

zone 

being in a situation that you aren't familiar with and 

which makes you feel nervous  

counseling professional help with personal or psychological 

problems  

homesick missing your family and friends when you're away from 

home  

balancing act where you try to give your attention to two or more 

things at the same time  

look after yourself be responsible for or take care of yourself  

budgeting planning how much money you have and how you will 

spend it  

feet up/put one‘s feet 

up 

to rest, to idle, laze about/around 

 

Leaving home to start life at university is an exciting time for many young people 

but very challenging for some. Alice and Neil discuss the psychological pressures 

of making this big transition. They also teach some related vocabulary. 

Before listening question 

In a survey of students at Imperial College London, how many students said they 

suffered from high levels of stress or a mental health condition during their time at 

college? Was it… 

a) 1 out of 4? 

b) 2 out of 4? 

c) 3 out of 4? 

You can hear the right answer at the end of the programme. 

 

Listen to the dialogue and answer the questions 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/russian/features/6-minute-english/ep-151210
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/russian/features/6-minute-english/ep-151210
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1. How many students suffer from high levels of stress or a mental health 

condition during their time at college? Is it a) 1 out of 4; b) 2 out of 4; c) 3 

out of 4? 

2. What is stress? 

3. What was Kirsty‘s main problem? 

4. What practical stuff could students learn before leaving for university that 

might make life easier for them? 

5. What things is Neil good and bad at? 

6. Give statistics proving that lots of students suffer from stress. 

 

HOW TO PREPARE FOR AN EXAM 

LISTENING  

Listen to:http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/spanish/features/6-minute-

english/ep-160616 

 

Vocabulary  

revise study information you learned before  

critical very important  

neurons nerve cells  

retrieve get something back  

distributed practice repeated testing over a longer period of time  

cramming learn lots of information in a short period of time 

elaborate add more information  

conceptual based on ideas 

 

Students up and down the UK are busy revising for exams. Alice and Rob consider 

which study techniques are effective – and which aren't – including Rob's 

suggestions to sleep with his textbook under his pillow and singing in the shower. 

Before listening question 

What's the word for a system, such as use of special poems or rhymes to help you 

remember something? Is it … 

a)pneumatics 

b)mnemonics 

c) hypnotics? 

You can hear the right answer at the end of the programme. 

Listen and find answers to the following questions 

1. Are all methods popular with students actually effective? 

2. What are more conventional methods? 

3. Is it enough only to highlight information? What else should be done? 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/spanish/features/6-minute-english/ep-160616
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/spanish/features/6-minute-english/ep-160616
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4. Is it possible to train your brain? 

5. Describe the cramming method. Does it work? 

6. What helped Rob to learn irregular verbs? 

7. Describe the method of visual associations. Can it be applied to all subjects? 

 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY 

VIDEO 

Watch: http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/word-street/oxford-university 

 

 Activity 1  

What prepositions go in the gaps? Watch the video again if you get stuck.  

with / about / at / of / from / over / at / of / from / at / of / from / in / up of  

 

Oxford should be _______ an hour's drive_______ London. It‘s very popular 

_______ tourists and students. And Oxford University is one _______ the top ten 

universities _______ the world. I‘m ________ the top _______ the Carfax Tower. 

It has amazing views _______ the city and ________ here you can see that the 

university is really ______ the heart ______ the city. Oxford University is made 

_________ thirty-eight different colleges. There are twenty thousand students 

studying _______ Oxford _______ nearly a hundred and fifty countries. 

 

 Activity 2  

Reorder the questions. 

1. do / Why / you / live / in / Hall / a / Residence? / of  

 

__________________________________________________________  

2. live / to / What‘s / like / it / here?  

 

__________________________________________________________  

3. next / you / live / Will / year? / here  

 

__________________________________________________________  

4. What / goes / on / here / LSE / at / the / Students‘ / Union?  

 

__________________________________________________________  

5. to / the / in / UK? / give / to / any / students / tips / What / study / coming / of 

/ thinking / would / you  

___________________________________________________ 

http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/word-street/oxford-university
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UNIVERSITIES 

LISTENING  

Listen to: http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/magazine/universities 

 

Exercise 1 

For each section, match the words taken from the text (in the box at the top) with 

the definitions below. 

. 

aptitude test clubs and societies continuous 

assessment 

degree dissertation Doctorate 

entry test field trip finals 

fraternities and 

sororities 

gap year grades 

grant halls of residence intellectual elite 

lecture Masters pecking order 

private rented 

accommodation 

recruitment fairs redbrick universities 

 

scholarship 

programme 

student houses student union bar 

subjects tuition fees tutorial 

work placement working your way 

through college 

 

 

 

Admission 

1. an examination to see if you are good enough to go to university 

2. areas of knowledge you study at school 

3. a number or letter to symbolize how well you have done in an exam 

Which one to go to 

4. learning institutions built later than Oxford or Cambridge 

5. hierarchy 

6. the best minds in the country 

Money 

7. money given by the state to help for e.g. education 

8. money you pay for a university course 

9. paying for your education by being employed while you are studying 

Where to live 

http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/magazine/universities
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10. houses bought by the university and rented to their students 

11. houses rented to anyone 

12. communal accommodation built by university 

Year out 

13. a year between school and university when you don‘t study 

14. a temporary position with a company to gain employment experience 

15. money from a private organisation to help with the cost of study 

Teaching & learning 

16. study away from the classroom often to collect data or samples 

17. small group lesson based on discussing an area or problem 

18. lesson in the form of a formal speech using notes and visual aids 

How you are doing 

19. a long, structured piece of writing exploring a subject in detail 

20. examinations at the end of a course 

21. evaluating pieces of work during the course 

Social life 

22. organisations run by and for students to develop different interests 

23. a place for students to have a drink 

24. student membership organisations in the USA 

Life after university 

25. exam to see what kind of jobs would suit you 

26. university qualification gained after a degree taking one or two years 

27. highest university qualification after a Masters taking four or more years of 

research 

28. the first university qualification you receive after 3 or more years of study 

29. large ‗market place‘ where employers try to interest students in working for 

them 

 

Exercise 2 

Listen to the story and answer the following questions: 

1. Describe the process of admission to a university in the UK/USA. 

2. Do all students belong to 18-25 age group? Why? 

3. What universities take a lead in different rankings? 

4. Is university education free of charge? 

5. Where do students usually live? 

6. What for do many young people take time off between finishing school and 

studying at university? 

7. How is the process of teaching and learning organized? 

8. How is students‘ progress measured? 

9. Is it ―all work and no play‖ at universities? 
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10. What does university education all add up? 

 

UK CULTURE – WHAT’S A UNIVERSITY EDUCATION WORTH? 

LISTENING  

Listen to: http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/uk-culture/whats-university-

education-worth 

 

Activity 1 Use the words and phrases in the table to complete the sentences below.  

 

a. challenging  b. having a career  

c. interest  d. repayment  

e. salary  f. struggle  

g. student loan  h. summer job  

i. tuition fees j. wage  

 

1. difficult but rewarding  

2. extra money paid on a loan or bank savings  

3. fight  

4. getting a better job or salary within a company over time  

5. money a student pays to a university  

6. money borrowed from a bank or finance company  

7. money paid back on a loan  

8. money paid for a week‘s work  

9. regular monthly or annual pay packet  

10. work between academic years  

 

After listening  

Activity 2  

Decide if each of the statements about the text are true or false.  

1. More than three quarters of all university students in England and Wales borrow 

money to study  

2. Students tend to buy a house soon after graduating  

3. Paying back a student loan is always voluntary  

4. A degree gives people an advantage when applying for white collar jobs  

5. Graduates often feel their first job doesn‘t live up to their expectations  

6. Numbers of British university students began to decline after the credit crunch  

7. Students sometimes break the law to finance their studies  

8. More international students are coming to Britain because the UK currency is 

weaker  

http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/uk-culture/whats-university-education-worth
http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/uk-culture/whats-university-education-worth
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Activity 3  

Complete the sentences using vocabulary from the preparation activity.  

1. We will lend you £3,000, which you will need to repay with .................... of 3% 

after three years.  

2. Paying my fees every year has been a constant .....................  

3. With such a small loan, I don‘t know if I‘ll be able to pay the .....................  

4. I‘ve got a good job, but I just wish the work was more .....................  

5. When term ends, I‘ll have to get .................... just to make ends meet.  

6. The .................... is £140 a week, but it‘s cash-in-hand, so you don‘t pay tax.  

 

 

THE BELARUSIAN STATE UNIVERSITY 

The Belarusian State University is a leading scientific, educational, 

innovation and cultural centre of the Republic of Belarus. Belarusian State 

University (BSU) Minsk, Belarus, was founded on October 30, 1921. It exercises 

its‘ potential which is based on the best domestic and international experience in 

order to comply with intellectual, cultural and social demands and interests of the 

individual, society and state and to facilitate the sustainable development of the 

country. The University Strategy is based on creative cooperation of academic staff 

and students. 

The entire complex of the Belarusian State University includes 16 faculties 

and 6 educational institutes, 10 educational establishments, 10 research and 

development institutes and centers, 41 research and developments laboratories, 10 

innovation and production enterprises. The entire complex of the BSU includes 

about 8500 staff including about 3000 teaching staff and 500 research staff.  

According to major international rankings the BSU is among 2 per cent of 

world leading universities out of 30 thousand educational institutions. 

The core of the BSU is made of the academic community of teachers, 

researches, students and postgraduate students. Today the BSU has about 3000 

teaching staff occupying full-time teaching positions within university's major 

faculties and institutes. The BSU teaching staff includes 15 academicians of the 

National Academy of Science of Belarus, 16 Corresponding Members of the 

National Academy of Science of Belarus, 400 Doctors of Science and 1840 PhD 

degree holders.  

The BSU students‘ community consists of more than 30,000 undergraduate 

and graduate students, postgraduate and postdoctoral students. Full-time students, 

who successfully pass exams, receive scholarships and study free of charge.  

The University annual enrollment exceeds 5000 students. The BSU is an attractive 
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place of study for many international students. Today more than 2000 international 

students from 53 countries of world are pursuing their education at the BSU.  

The Belarusian State University offers a variety of educational programs at 

all levels of education. The Higher Education Program is organized at the BSU 

major Faculties and Educational Institutes through 74 specialties and 278 

specializations. 

Among other notable alumni of the Belarusian State University there are 

ministers, prominent scientists and educationalists, political leaders working in 

many countries of the world. 

In 2015 the Nobel Prize in Literature was awarded to the graduate of the 

Belarusian State University Svetlana Alexievich. Svetlana Alexievich graduated 

from the Faculty of Journalism of the Belarusian State University in 1972. The 

prize has been awarded to the Belarusian writer "for her polyphonic writings, a 

monument to suffering and courage in our time."  

 

UNIT 2 

DOES YOUR CV SHINE? 

LISTENING  

Listen to: http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/russian/features/6-minute-

english/ep-150205 

The jobs market is very competitive - especially when the economy is 

struggling. Some people go to great lengths to attract the attention of potential 

employers. Rob and Neil talk about what makes a good CV. Listen to their 

conversation and learn some new vocabulary. 

Before listening question: 

When you go for a job interview, how long do you have on average to make a 

good enough impression for an employer to hire you? Do you have... 

a)      Less than 3 minutes 

b)     Less than 5 minutes 

c)      Less than 10 minutes 

Listen to the programme to find out the answer. 

 

Vocabulary: 

hiring managers               people who make hiring decisions 

to stand out to appear more than others in the same group 

to compete for                 to engage in a contest for profit (award, medal, 

supremacy, etc.) 

to get one‘s strengths across make your abilities clear to somebody 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/russian/features/6-minute-english/ep-150205
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/russian/features/6-minute-english/ep-150205
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to market oneself to offer or advertise your best qualities 

viral                                  video posted online which becomes popular very 

quickly 

humble modest 

 

Questions: 

1) What is CV? What information does it contain? 

2) What‘s the difference between CV and a resume? 

3) Why is it so important to have an impressive CV? 

4) What sorts of unusual things have people done to be hired? 

5) What advice does Daniel Conway, a former jobseeker, give? 

6) What is the quality jobseekers have to show for sure? 

7) Enumerate top tips how to write your CV? (5) 

8) So, when you go for a job interview how long do you have to make a good 

impression for an employer to hire you? 

 

CORPORATE TEAM BUILDING 

LISTENING  

Listen to:http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/6-minute-

english/ep-160310 

What are companies doing to make staff get along better and work more 

efficiently as a team? What does a work awayday look like these days? Neil and 

Sophie discuss the growing industry of corporate team building – from zombie 

bootcamps to horse training for executives. 

 

Before listening question 

What did Chairman Mao introduce in China in1951 as a compulsory activity for 

workers and was reintroduced by the government a few years ago? Was it… 

a) calisthenics 

b) calligraphy 

c) English language lessons 

You can hear the right answer at the end of the programme. 

 

Vocabulary 

awayday a day that employees spend together away from their usual 

workplace 

guru an expert in something 

team building encouraging employees to work well together as a team by 

getting them to engage in different types of activities 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/6-minute-english/ep-160310
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/6-minute-english/ep-160310
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cerebral intellectual or 'brainy' 

bootcamp a short course of hard physical training 

calisthenics a type of gentle physical exercise 

calligraphy the art of writing by hand with a special brush 

synchronise (in this context) beat at the same time 

intimidating something that makes you feel nervous 

gel to connect or get on well with someone 

shake a leg get moving 

 

Listen to the conversation and answer the questions. 

1. What activities do some companies offer their employees? 

2. What musical instrument does Bill Gates play? 

3. Is there anything special about ukulele?  

4. Why does horse-training work as team building? 

 

ODD JOB INTERVIEWS 

LISTENING  

Listen to: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/general/sixminute/2014/02/140

227_6min_odd_interviews.shtml 

Job interviews are a part of modern life and sooner or later we all have to do 

them. They usually involve being asked a list of questions or doing a short 

presentation. But some companies go a bit further and ask the interviewee to do 

embarrassing and humiliating things that are completely unrelated to the job. Rob 

and Finn discuss 'odd' job interviews, and talk about one man who was asked to 

dance as part of his selection process. 

 

Before listening question: 

What type of job has been named a 'Field Nourishment Consultant'? Is it: 

a) A waitress 

b) A school dinner lady 

c) A petrol station assistant 

Listen to the programme to find out the answer. 

 

Vocabulary: 

to adore degraded to break the ice 

a torture humiliated role playing 

to be grilled by to put on a brave face to leave a lasting 

impression 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/general/sixminute/2014/02/140227_6min_odd_interviews.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/general/sixminute/2014/02/140227_6min_odd_interviews.shtml
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a panel unorthodox odd/random questions 

to convince to recruit bribe 

 

Questions: 

1) How many job interviews has Finn had? 

2) Why does he hate going to job interviews? 

3) What does a traditional interview include? 

4) How did Alan Bacon feel when he was asked to dance? 

5) Why are companies trying unorthodox ways of recruiting people? 

6) What other non-traditional things can candidates be asked to do? 

7) Enumerate Rob‘s pieces of advice? (3) 

8) So, what position is called a ―field nourishment consultant‖? 

 

A JOB INTERVIEW 

READING 

Read: http://www.ukstudentlife.com/Work/Interview.htm 

 

Introduction 

The interview is probably the hardest part of getting a job, especially if English is 

not your first language. This section will help you to prepare for the interview. The 

sample interview will help you to think about some typical questions which you 

may be asked, so that you can think about how you would answer those. 

 

Preparations 

If you are invited to attend an interview, confirm the appointment by letter, 

telephone or e-mail. Check that you know where it is, how to get there, and the 

name and job title of the person who is interviewing you.  

Think about your appearance - first impressions are important. Dress smartly. 

Polish your shoes. Make sure your hair is neat. Do not wear strong perfume or 

after-shave. 

Take a copy of your CV or application form to the interview. Sometimes the 

person who is interviewing you hasn't seen it. If you used a recruitment agent, a 

simplified version of your CV may have been given to the company (sometimes 

this is not accurate or misses out important details). 

Prepare a list of questions which you may want to ask the interviewer. Possible 

subjects include the industry, the company, the job, pay, working hours and 

holidays. Use the internet to research about the industry and the company (see 

below). 

Prepare answers for questions which you think the interviewer may ask you. 

In particular, think of examples of your achievements in previous jobs or while at 

http://www.ukstudentlife.com/Work/Interview.htm
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school, and how you have managed any difficult situations. Think about your 

personal strengths and weaknesses, or how you would describe your 

own personality. Make sure that you know the correct English expressions to 

describe what you have done in the past. 

Think about what the interviewer is looking for. Remember these points when 

you answer questions during the interview. Ask yourself why the company should 

choose to employ you, instead of the other people who are applying. These are 

some examples of some things the interviewer may want: 

(1) Hard worker (so that you can do jobs quickly and efficiently) 

(2) Team player (you should be able to work well with the other members of staff) 

(3) Customer skills (for example, providing a good service or dealing with 

difficult situations) 

(4) Communication skills (including adequate English speaking and listening 

ability)  

(5) Flexible (so you will do whatever tasks are necessary, cover for sick staff etc) 

(6) Friendly and fun (so that other members of staff can enjoy working with you) 

(7) Honest (so that you can be trusted with money or the company's things) 

(8) Long-term (the manager doesn't want to waste time recruiting and training 

new members of staff) 

(9) Business-minded (so that you understand the need to make profits or to 

keepcosts down) 

 

Think about what you are looking for. Make sure that you learn enough 

from the interview to let you make a proper decision if you are offered a job. 

Examples: 

 

(1) Pay (enough money to allow you to live comfortably; overtime payments if 

you are asked to work longer hours; if you serve customers, can you keep tips?) 

(2) Suitable working hours (at most the number of hours allowed by your visa; 

hours which do not interfere with your studies; enough holidays) 

(3) Good working conditions (a safe and clean workplace ; friendly work 

colleagues; a good manager) 

(4) Training (help for you to learn how to do the job and to develop your skills) 

 

Company research 

Make sure that you know about the company before you go to the interview. 

This can help you to answer questions such as "What do you know about this 

company?" or "Why do you want to work here?", and may make it much easier to 

ask intelligent questions during the interview. It may also tell you if the company 

has problems 
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You do not usually need to have detailed knowledge about the company's finances, 

but some basic knowledge may be helpful. You should try to get an idea about: 

(1) Size (how many staff does it have, how many branches are there, in which 

countries or locations does the company operate?) 

(2) Sales growth (are sales growing or falling; has the company bought or sold any 

businesses?) 

(3) Ownership (what is the name and nationality of the parent company if it is a 

subsidiary?) 

(4) Profitability (is it profitable or loss-making, what are the company's future 

prospects?) 

(5) Organisation (what are the main products and how are departments 

organised?) 

Read the company's website. The company re is usually a lot of useful 

information there. However, remember that this information is not independent (it 

is produced by the company itself), and that it may not be updated frequently. 

For financial and share price information, go to Bloomberg's site. You can see a 

share price graph (it normally displays a 1-year graph, but you can choose to see a 

5-year graph). The behaviour of the share price compared to the market will give 

you some idea about how well (or badly) the company is doing.  

You can also see a brief company profile and a few recent news stories.  

If you are applying for a job in a shop, visit the shop or one of its branches as a 

customer. Look at what products are offered, what kind of customers there are, the 

type of service offered, and what the staff do. If it is a chain shop, it can be useful 

to read customer reviews about the shop from a website. You should be able to see 

what customers like and dislike about the shop and get a good idea about the type  

and quality of the products and services. 

 

Interview technique 

Travel to the location of the interview early in case there are any problems 

with transport or in case it is difficult to find the place. However, it is best not to 

report for the interview until about 10 minutes before the time of the appointment, 

because the interviewer may not be ready for you and may feel pressure. Instead, 

go to a nearby library or coffee shop to relax or to prepare for the interview, and go 

to the toilet there if necessary. 

When you arrive at the interview building, say your name, the time of the 

interview and the name and position of the interviewer (for example "My name's 

Huijin Kim. I've come for an interview with the manager Mr Chandler at 3 

o'clock"). 

The interviewer will introduce himself/herself and probably shake your hand. 
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Shake the hand firmly. Do not bow (it is not a British custom). State your name 

clearly, especially if your name is difficult for a British person to pronounce. 

For example, "Hello. I'm Huijin". Think about your body language during 

the interview. Smile. Try to look relaxed. Do not cross your legs. Make sure that 

you make enough eye contact with the interviewer (but without staring). 

During the interview, try to focus on your achievements. Be truthful, but don't be 

too modest (you have to sell yourself). Be active in the conversation. It should be a 

two-way process: they should persuade you why you should want to work for their 

company, and you need to persuade them that you can do the job well. If you 

always give short answers, it is much harder for the interviewer to understand your 

strengths, and it is also more difficult for the interviewer to relax. You have to 

persuade the interviewer that you can "add value" to the company, for example, by 

providing good customer service, by increasing sales, or by working efficiently and 

flexibly. 

Be positive about your previous jobs, the reasons why you left them, and 

why you came to the UK. If you have some previous experience in a similar job, 

make sure that you say this. For example, if you are applying for a job in a coffee 

shop and you have worked in a similar job before, you can say something like "I 

worked part-time for 1 year in a Korean coffee shop while I was studying at 

university". Don't give the name of the company unless the interviewer asks for it 

or unless it is well-known and you think the interviewer will have heard of it. A 

simple description of where you worked such as "a Korean coffee shop" or "one of 

the leading coffee shop chains in Korea" is clear. 

If the job's salary has not been fixed and you are asked what salary you expect, try 

to ask the interviewer what he/she is thinking of offering, or give a range of 

salaries (the lower end of this range should be the least that you are prepared to 

accept). 

Make sure that by the end of the interview you understand when you will be 

told if you are being offered the job, what the job involves, what hours you will be 

asked to work, and what sort of training you can expect. 

 

 

Example interview  

Huijin has an interview for a job as a part-time worker in a branch of a coffee 

shop chain. 

 

Huijin: 
Hello. I've got an appointment at 10 o'clock with the manager, 

 Mr Smith 

Receptionist: What is your name? 
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Huijin: Huijin Kim. 

Receptionist: 
That's fine, thanks. I'll let him know you've arrived. Please take a seat 

and he'll be right with you. 

    

Mr Smith: Hello. I'm the store manager, John Smith (offers hand) 

Huijin: 
(stands up and shakes his hand firmly) I'm Huijin. Pleased to meet 

you. 

Mr Smith: Would you like a drink? 

Huijin: Thank you. Could I have a regular latte, please? 

Mr Smith: 

Certainly (asks one of the members of staff to bring a drink for 

Huijin) 

Please come over here and we will talk about your job application. 

Please take a seat ... 

Huijin: (Sits down) Thank you. 

Mr Smith: It's Huijin Kim, isn't it? 

Huijin: That's right. 

Mr Smith: Where are you from? 

Huijin: I'm from Korea. 

Mr Smith: What are you doing in the UK? 

Huijin: 
I'm studying at an English language school. I came here a couple of 

months ago. 

Mr Smith: How long do you plan to stay in this country? 

Huijin: 
My visa expires at the end of June, but I would like to extend it for at 

least another 6 months after that. 

Mr Smith: What kind of visa do you have? 

Huijin: 
I have a student visa, so I'm looking for a part-time job. I can work 

up to 20 hours per week. 

Mr Smith: 
I see. We do have a part-time vacancy, but it is for 10 until 2 each 

day. Could you manage those hours? 

Huijin: 

I can be flexible. The school has 3-hour lessons each day. At the 

moment I am studying in the mornings from 9 to 12, but I can change 

to the lessons from 3 to 6 if you offer me this job. 

Mr Smith: That sounds fine. Why do you want to work for this company? 

Huijin: 

Well, I think the shops sell good products and that the atmosphere is 

good. I sometimes come to them myself as a customer, and I have 

always received a good service. Also, my school classmate worked in 
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one of your branches and recommended the company to me. 

Mr Smith: Have you had any previous experience of working in a coffee shop? 

Huijin: 
Yes, I worked part-time in a coffee shop while I was a university 

student in Japan. I was at Costa Coffee for about 9 months. 

Mr Smith: Really? What sort of work were you doing there? 

Huijin: 
My main job was to serve the customers, but I also helped to wash 

up, to clean the shop and to operate the till. 

Mr Smith: Did you ever have to deal with customer problems? 

Huijin: 
I'm sorry, would you mind explaining exactly what you mean by 

"customer problems"? 

Mr Smith: 

Of course. Sometimes a customer is unhappy because something is 

wrong. Can you give me an example of how you managed a difficult 

situation? 

Huijin: 

Yes, sometimes there were small problems. For example, one day a 

customer complained that his cup was dirty. He sounded upset. I 

apologised to him and offered to get him a replacement. The cup did 

look dirty, so later I had a quiet word with the person who had 

cleaned it. 

Mr Smith: Do you think you provide a good service to customers? 

Huijin: 

Yes - I always try to provide a friendly and efficient service to 

customers. For example, when customers wanted a product that was 

not available, I recommended another product instead. They usually 

accepted my suggestion and were glad that I helped them to choose 

something else. 

Mr Smith: Do you think you are good at working as a member of a team? 

Huijin: 

Yes - I like to work with other people. When I was at Costa Coffee 

we used to share the tasks - we would always help each other, and 

show new members of staff how to do things. 

Mr Smith: 
How do you think the people that you worked with in the past would 

describe you? 

Huijin: 
I think they would say that I worked hard, I was well-organised and 

that I was friendly to customers. 

Mr Smith: What would they say your weaknesses are? 

Huijin: 
Maybe I was a bit impatient sometimes when things weren't done 

properly. But I think it is important to have high standards. 

Mr Smith: OK. Well, do you have any questions for me? 
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Huijin: Yes. If you offer me the job, when would you want me to start? 

Mr Smith: 
We have a vacancy now, so as soon as possible. Would you be able 

to start next week? 

Huijin: That would be fine. What would the pay be? 

Mr Smith: 4 pounds 50 per hour 

Huijin: Which days would I work? 

Mr Smith: 
Normally from Monday to Friday. You can take two days holiday 

each month. 

Huijin: How would you describe the working atmosphere in this store? 

Mr Smith: 
Well, it is often busy but there is a friendly atmosphere, I think. We 

work hard, but like to have fun too. 

Huijin: When will you be able to tell me if I have got the job? 

Mr Smith: I can tell you now. If you want the job, you can start next Monday. 

Huijin: Yes, I want the job, thank you. I look forward to working here. 

Mr Smith: 
Good. Well, come here at 10 o'clock on Monday morning and we can 

sort out the other details then. 

Huijin: Thank you. See you on Tuesday. Goodbye 

Mr Smith: Goodbye, Huijin. I'm sure you will like working as part of our team. 

 

 

After the interview  

If you are offered a job 

Make sure you understand when you start and where you should go on the first 

day. You should receive a contract stating the salary, the working hours, the notice 

period (the amount of warning you need to give the company if you decide to 

leave) and your entitlement to holidays. Normally tax will be paid on your salary 

before you receive the money. 

If you are rejected after an interview 

Don't worry. Be aware that you may need to apply to many jobs before you are 

successful. Telephone the interviewer to ask for feedback - maybe you can use this 

to improve your CV or interview skills. 

UNIT 3 

TRAVELLING BY SEA 

Many people enjoy travelling by sea. They say it is the most pleasant means 

of travelling. They mean travelling by an ocean liner, which combines comfort and 

speed. You feel as if you are walking on good solid ground when on board the big 

liner. You can enjoy fresh sea air, the sights of the sea and the sky. No matter what 
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the sea might be — calm or stormy, you feel comfortable and safe on board the big 

liner. But smaller ships are less comfortable, and in rough seas many passengers 

will be most unhappy. They get sea-sick, and then travelling by sea becomes a real 

torture for them. 

If you have made up your mind to travel by sea you should book passage on 

board a modern liner. These liners are real floating cities with all modern 

conveniences and a wide choice of sport and entertainment facilities. Every 

modern liner has a number of decks with all sort of names, such as "promenade 

deck", "sun deck", etc. There are passenger cabins above and below deck. A cabin 

looks very much like a compartment of a railroad sleeping-car, but the windows 

are different. In a cabin they are known as portholes. 

You needn't worry about your meals on board the modern liner. Restaurants 

will take care of you. In short, if you are not sea-sick the voyage will give you 

many moments of pleasure. 

 

TRAVELLING BY SEA 

Human beings are very inquisitive and like discovering different places. 

That is why people all over the world like to travel around the globe. It is not so 

interesting for them to see the world on TV today. It is precious to see it by their 

own. 

And when people come to beautiful beaches and sparkling blue waters, 

they understand it is really the amazing thing they wanted to see. There are 

countless adventures within reach on cruise vacation. There are many cruise 

companies in the world, and each of these companies can provide you a qualified 

service. 

During the cruise people live in comfortable cabins. During sea days when 

a cruise liner is in the open sea, people can take sunbathes, swim in the 

swimming pools, play fools in the slide or promenade around the ship visiting 

different decks. You can rent a cabin for two, four, six persons. 

Cruise companies offer different tours during which you can discover the 

inhabitants of a coral reef on a glass-bottomed boat, go horseback riding on the 

beach, go mountain biking rain forests, explore ancient civilizations as you 

climb mysterious pyramids or snorkel (трубка для подвод. плав.) with 

stingrays(скат) and dive 800 feet down in a research submarine. Days onboard 

are casual but full of joy and new impressions. But don't forget your camera and 

binoculars, so you don't miss a thing. 

Adventures are endless in this area. People can relax on a cruise 

surrounded by the white-sand beaches and beautiful turquoise (бирюзовый) 

waters of the most beautiful islands on the earth, find and visit tropical places 
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where nature brings striking mountains and pristine (чистый, нетронутый) 

beaches. 

Such islands are home to rich culture and complex histories. There are 

archaic ruins, beaches, rain forests and many waterfalls. Here you can find new 

friends and buy a lot of souvenirs. 

 

TOP 10 REASONS TO TRAVEL BY TRAIN 

Read:http://www.nbcnews.com/id/25834942/ns/travel-travel_tips/t/top-reasons-

travel-train/#.WdUpTlu0OUk 

 

Long an under-appreciated part of the U.S. travel scene, train travel is 

making a comeback. Amtrak ferried 31.2 million passengers around the country in 

fiscal year 2012, an all-time record for the railroad. With the economy still 

slumping, train travel is looking increasingly attractive to budget-conscious 

travelers. Plus, a scenic train ride can even be a vacation in itself. Need more 

reasons to take the train? You've come to the right place. 

 1. Money Savings 

Trains are an increasingly cost-effective alternative to planes, particularly if 

you're going a relatively short distance or if you're traveling in the busy Northeast 

Corridor, where train service is fast and frequent. 

In a recent search, we found a low airfare of $120 roundtrip for an upcoming flight 

from New York to Washington D.C.; on the train, the price was just $98 roundtrip. 

We saw an even more dramatic price differential on a trip from New York to 

Montreal: $321 roundtrip by air versus just $126 on the train. In both instances the 

train ride was longer than the corresponding flight, but for travelers looking to cut 

costs, the train wins out -- and you'll get to see some scenery along the way. 

 2. Stable Fares 

Anyone who's agonized over when to purchase airfare knows how arcane 

and frustrating the airlines' pricing structures can be. (We're still waiting for a 

logical explanation of why a one-way ticket often costs so much more than a round 

trip. Anyone? Anyone?) Train fares tend to be the same day after day on any 

particular route, whether it's Monday or Saturday, April or August, two months in 

advance or two days before departure. While some increases may occur 

(particularly at peak times or over the holidays) and occasional sales may be 

available, you can usually count on the stability of train fares, even at the last 

minute. 

3. Flexibility 

Except on long-haul or infrequently traveled routes, trains tend to offer 

travelers a great deal of flexibility. Missed the 10 a.m. train? Just catch the 10:30 

or 11 a.m. train instead. Most short trips do not require prior reservations, and you 

http://www.nbcnews.com/id/25834942/ns/travel-travel_tips/t/top-reasons-travel-train/#.WdUpTlu0OUk
http://www.nbcnews.com/id/25834942/ns/travel-travel_tips/t/top-reasons-travel-train/#.WdUpTlu0OUk
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can simply show up at the station the day of your trip and grab a ticket for the next 

train -- without paying an exorbitant last-minute fare. 

4. More Baggage...  

These days, nearly all the major airlines 

charge travelers a fee to check a bag or two -- 

and a couple  now charge for carry-on bags as 

well. Compare these stingy policies to Amtrak's 

baggage allowance: two carry-on items up to 50 

pounds each (as well as personal items such as 

purses, strollers and diaper bags) and up to four 

checked bags up to 50 pounds each, the first two of which are free. Third and 

fourth checked bags cost $20 each. 

In short, Amtrak allows you to bring 200 pounds of luggage -- plus personal items 

– for free. Try bringing that on a plane! 

5. ...LessHassle 

Imagine taking a trip and not having to arrive two hours early, wait in a long 

security line, take off your shoes for inspection, or ration out your liquids and gels. 

Welcome to the world of train travel. In most cases you can arrive 30 minutes 

ahead of time and walk straight to your platform. 

6. Door-to-Door Convenience 

Unlike airports, most major train stations are located right downtown in the 

heart of the cities they serve. Instead of taking an expensive airport cab ride from 

miles outside of town, you can step off your train and be just moments from your 

hotel. 

7. Eco-Friendliness 

Trains are more energy-efficient per passenger mile than planes or cars, 

making them one of the most eco-friendly transportation options around (short of 

walking or riding your bike!). Carbon emissions from trains are less damaging to 

the environment than those of airplanes because train emissions are not released 

directly into the upper atmosphere. As a bonus, the relative energy-efficiency of 

trains means that the industry is less vulnerable to increases in fuel prices -- 

making train fares more stable in an unstable economy. 

8. Old-Fashioned Charm 

There's something refreshingly traditional about taking a train, particularly if 

you're traveling over a long, multi-night route. The days of silverware and fine 

china in coach class may be long gone in the airline industry, but on overnight 

trains you'll still find dining cars with full-service meals and uniformed wait staff. 

During the day, many train travelers choose to read books, play cards or simply 

enjoy the scenery rushing by.  

9. Comfort and Relaxation 
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Rather than cramming yourself into an ever-shrinking airplane seat or 

squinting at road signs trying to figure out where to make your next turn, why not 

relax on a train? It's one of the least stressful forms of transportation out there: 

someone else does the driving, you'll have more legroom than you would on an 

airplane and you'll be able to move around at will -- not just when the captain turns 

the seatbelt sign off. 

10. Beyond Just Transportation 

Unlike airplanes, which whisk you from point A to point B with barely a 

glimpse of what's in between, a train ride can be a destination in and of itself. 

Consider the California Zephyr, a dramatic route that wends its way through the 

Rocky and Sierra Nevada Mountains from Chicago to San Francisco. A ride on 

this popular Amtrak service offers spectacular scenery. During fall foliage season, 

try a ride on the Ethan Allen Express from New York to Vermont and enjoy the 

autumn colors. 

 

UNIT 4 

NATIONAL STEREOTYPES 

Heaven is where the cooks are French, the police are British, the 

mechanics are German, the lovers are Italian and everything is organized by the 

Swiss. 

Hell is where the cooks are British, the police are German, the mechanics 

are French, the lovers are Swiss, and everything is organized by the Italians. 

This is an old popular joke that never fails to make those who hear it cringe 

or laugh. National stereotypes have been the subject of many jokes for centuries. 

Even today when the international community promotes diversity and encourages 

tolerance, certain people are still tagged according to their nationalities. 

Heck, I‘m sure you already have heard or thought one or more of these 

stereotypes-turned-jokes: 

The Romanians are vampires 

The Swiss love clocks 

The French have poor hygiene 

The Chinese know kung fu and so on… 

To some, national stereotypes may provoke racism. To others, national 

stereotypes are harmless jokes based on the identity that a certain nation or people 

has established or projected towards other countries through the years. 

But is there a sliver of truth in these national stereotypes? Or are they just 

inaccurate preconceived notions which can be pretty offensive to many people? 

Whatever your views are, here are ten of the most common national stereotypes 
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and why they are somehow false. Note that these are stereotypes based on 

nationalities and not race. 

 

1.Italians are good lovers and bad workers.  

The Italians are known for three P‘s: pizza, pasta and passionate sex. Who 

wouldn‘t want that kind of reputation as a people? However, it doesn‘t end there. 

Italy is also seen by others as the land of the inefficient and the disorganized. 

Hmmm. 

This preconceived notion is truly unfair to the Italians. If they were such bad 

workers who could only spend the entire day at a restaurant, make love, or exact 

revenge Mafia-style, how could they keep their gigantic textile, chemical and 

engineering industries going? 

Aside from that, the Italians run and organize everything in Italy, which, by 

anyone‘s standards, is one of the most glorious nations in the world. Italy takes 

pride in its great cuisine, fantastic culture and fine architecture. If they were such 

an efficient people, how come Italy‘s history is littered with splendid 

achievements? 

2. Canadians are boring. 

Those who say that Canadians are boring are probably the same people who 

think that the Canadian capital is Toronto, and the Canadian culture is based 

around Celine Dion, and that Canadians live in igloos. 

The truth is, the climate is not the only thing that is cooler in this country. 

Canada offers a wide range of exciting activities such as snowboarding, kayaking 

and many other sports for the adventurous. You‘ll also not run out of reasons to 

laugh in this more-than-maple country. After all, many comedians in Hollywood 

are Canadians – Mike Myers, John Candy, Matthew Perry and Jim Carrey among 

others. Their names hardly sound boring, don‘t they? 

3. Filipinos are uneducated island people. 

In early 2007, someone asked this question on Yahoo: Where is the best 

architecture school in the Philippines? 

Hmmm. Interesting. But you know what‘s more interesting – the only 

answer. Okay, breathe in… Breathe out… The answer: I don’t think they have any 

schools in the Philippines, it’s a 3d world country, they live in poverty with no 

running water. It’s sort of like Africa but like a jungle. 

Hey, hey, hey. Whaaaat?!?! Good thing the page is now closed. 

Many people also hold a misconception that Filipinos are uneducated. 

Again, what they don‘t realize is that the people who answer their calls and tell 

what to do because they can‘t figure out how remote control works are actually 
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Filipinos. The Philippines is the world‘s texting capital and Asia‘s blogging 

capital. 

 And trust me, there are lawyers, doctors, writers, businessmen and 

engineers here in the Philippines. And oh, architects, too. 

4. Indians are poor, narrow-minded, conservative people. 

India has a long history of slavery; thus, this type of stereotype doesn‘t really come 

as a surprise. Even so, it is still inaccurate. Although a significant fraction of the 

Indian population is still below poverty line, India has improved drastically in 

recent years. \in fact, it is one of the fastest growing economies in the world, 

viewed as a potential superpower. 

Moreover, it is also one of the countries with leading software industries as well as 

prolific film industry. It is also the largest democracy in the world. Not to mention 

that with a variety of religions – Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism and Christianity 

among others – all of which survive in tolerance. Is that that anyone could call 

narrow-minded? 

5. The British are violently mad soccer freaks. 

They say that British men love football more than they love their wives. Although 

their affection towards their partners may be very hard to prove, their supposedly 

extreme zeal for soccer doesn‘t need to be measured. The Brits love soccer. It is 

damn obvious. What should be debunked is the idea that they would always get 

into trouble for this almost romantic love for the ball. 

If the Brits are violently crazy over their favourite football team, how come, 

according to the Economist, it is Sweden where there are more soccer-related 

assaults each year? If there‘s one reputation that Brits should earn. It‘s that they are 

a business-crazy people. After all, The London Stock Market is bigger than any 

other European market and is one of the world‘s largest. 

6. Spaniards are lazy. 

Siesta is a well-known part of the Spanish culture. But is it enough to 

conclude that the entire Spanish people‘s deadly sin is sloth? If indolence could be 

measured, wouldn‘t it be by looking at the output or product? 

In other words, a people‘s assiduity and laziness should reflect on the country‘s 

economic performance. But if that‘s the case, then it is Germany, and not Spain, 

that could be dubbed as the lazy man of Europe. Germany has been showing 

disgraceful economic performance in the past few years. Germany‘s GDP growth 

is only a little over 1%. Spain, on the other hand, is  growing at a rate twice higher, 

with an average annual growth rate of 2,8%. (Figures not updated, sorry.) 

 

7. The Irish are drunkards. 

In many movies, we have seen the Irish being portrayed as those ill-

tempered drunkards who love to have some cheerful bantering in their spare time, 
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which is every time. In fact, many of us think of Ireland when we hear the word 

―pub‖. 

However, if they were so addicted to alcohol like pop culture shows, how 

come Ireland is the best performing economy in Europe with a fast-paced 7,7% 

growth rate? Not to mention that its highly educated population attracts massive 

numbers of pharmaceutical, hi-tech and financial services companies, despite 

fierce competition for jobs within the EU. 

And how come Ireland ranks only third in a 2004 survey by World Drink 

Trends, behind Luxembourg and Hungary? Okay, I know it‘s still high, but … 

8. Americans are very liberal. 

Outsiders usually have a very defined vision about Americans – liberal. In 

general, many see the United States as the land of open-minded. But is America 

really home to the world‘s most socially liberal society in the world? The answer is 

a big ―no‖. 

Americans are a little too conservative. Virtually every country in Europe 

has a much more open and liberal view of things such as sex and other social 

relations. For example, in many parts of Europe, nudity is not taboo. Tou may find 

naked people at some random European beach or hotel pool. If someone takes off 

his clothes in the USA, he‘ll be making a big scene. 

Surprisingly, gay marriage is illegal in America and allowed in some 

provinces of Canada, a nation that some see as boring. 

9. The Chinese eat anything that moves. 

They say that the Chinese can eat anything with four legs, except tables; 

anything on water, except boats; and anything that flies, except air planes. 

Although Bruce Lee‘s lot actually have a diverse range of foods to choose from, 

saying that the Chinese eats anything is downright hasty generalization. 

What many fail to realize is that every culture has its own food taboos. Some 

Asians find eating rabbits gross but it‘s normal to Westerners. Moreover, for a 

culture as diverse as the Chinese, it can be very hard to group over 1 billion people 

and say that they ALL eat a certain ―exotic‖ food. While some Chinese eat dogs, 

some don‘t. Some like eating meat; some are Buddhist vegetarians. Some find 

cheese distasteful, but you‘ll find cheese shops in some streets of Beijing and 

Shanghai. Besides, if people really don‘t trust the taste of the Chinese people, how 

come Chinese food is so popular all around the world? 

10. The French are arrogant. 

―Never trust the French‖, they say. When it comes to national stereotypes, 

the French suffer the most. Only the French think that they are not arrogant. 

Outside France, ask any random guy who the chestiest people are and they are 

likely to include the French with a passion. 
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However, do they really think highly of themselves to the point that they get 

the ire of foreign nationals? One argument that is often mentioned is that an 

average Frenchman does not smile at strangers. The truth is, it doesn‘t mean that 

they are rude. It‘s just not part of their culture. Unlike others who wear a smile all 

day, the French do not show emotions that they do not feel. No one is required to 

smile in france and it has nothing to do with being polire or rude. 

Moreover, if the French are so drowned in their mightiness, how come they 

are humble enough to donate to countries in need more than any other European 

nation? According to ―the Economist‖, France is the third largest aid donor in the 

world, after the USA and Japan. That is hardly anyone would call ―arrogant‖. 

Perhaps it‘s about time that we stop perpetraiting unfounded myths about 

other people and accept that mankind is a mixture of fine, unique individuals with 

different ways of living life. We should avoid branding a certain nationality with a 

negative notion for it can be offensive and dangerous. But maybe for some of us, 

they are stereotypes for a reason. Maybe there‘s some truth in it. Maybe it applies 

to some people. But the problem with stereotypes is that they tend to generalize. 

And remember that a person is judged not according to his race and 

definitely not his nationality. Humanity is defined by how good we have been to 

ourselves and other people, not by the country we live in. 

 

A WORLD GUIDE TO GOOD MANNERS: HOW NOT TO BEHAVE 

BADLY ABROAD 

(by Norman Ramshaw) 

Travelling to all corners of the world gets easier and easier. We live in a 

global village, but how well do we know and understand each other? Here is a 

simple test. Imagine you have arranged a meeting at four o‘clock. What time 

should you expect your foreign business colleagues to arrive? If they are German, 

they‘ll be bang on time. If they‘re American, they‘ll probably be 15 minutes late, 

and should allow up to an hour for the Italians. 

When the European Community began to increase in size, several 

guidebooks appeared giving advice on international etiquette. At first many people 

thought this was a joke, especially the British, who seemed to assume that the 

widespread understanding of their language meant a corresponding understanding 

of English customs. Very soon they had to change their ideas, as they realized that 

they had a lot to learn about how to behave with their foreign business friends. 

For example: 

 The British are happy to have a business lunch and discuss business matters 

with a drink during the meal; the Japanese prefer not to work while eating. 

Lunch is a time to relax and get to know one another, they rarely drink at 

lunchtime. 
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 The Germans like to talk business before dinner; the French like to eat first 

and talk afterwards. They have to be well fed and watered before they 

discuss anything. 

 Taking off your jacket and rolling up your sleeves is a sign of getting down 

to work in Britain and Holland, but in Germany people regard it as taking it 

easy. 

 American executives sometimes signal their feelings of ease and importance 

in their offices by putting their feet on the desk whilst on the telephone. In 

Japan, people would be shocked. Showing the soles of your feet is the height 

of bad manners. It is a social insult only exceeded by blowing your nose in 

public. 

The Japanese have perhaps the strictest rules of social and business 

behavior. Seniority is very important, and a younger man should never be sent to 

complete a business deal with an older Japanese man. The Japanese business card 

almost needs a rulebook of its own. You must exchange business cards 

immediately on meeting because it is essential to establish everyone‘s status and 

position. When it is handed to a person in a superior position, it must be given and 

received with both hands, and you must take time to read it carefully, and not just 

put it in your pocket! Also a bow is a very important part of greeting someone. 

You should not expect the Japanese to shake hands. Bowing the head is a mark of 

respect and the first bow of the day should be lower than when you meet thereafter. 

The Americans sometimes find it difficult to accept the more formal 

Japanese manners. They prefer to be casual and more informal, as illustrated by the 

universal ‗Have a nice day!‘ American waiters have a one-word imperative 

‗Enjoy!‘ The British, of course, are cool and reserved. The great topic of 

conversation between strangers in Britain is the weather – unemotional and 

impersonal. In America, the main topic between strangers is the search to find 

geographical link. ‗Oh, really? You live in Ohio? I had an uncle who once worked 

there.‘ 

‘When in Rome, do as the Romans do’ 

Here are some final tips for travelers 

 In France you shouldn‘t sit down in a café until you‘ve shaken hands with 

everyone you know. 

 In Afghanistan you should spend at least five minutes saying hello. 

 In Pakistan you mustn‘t wink. It is offensive. 

 In the Middle East you must never use the left hand for greeting, eating, 

drinking or smoking. Also, you should take care not to admire anything in 

your hosts‘ home. They will feel that they have to give it to you. 

 In Russia you must match your hosts drink for drink or they will think you 

are unfriendly. 
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 In Thailand you should clasp your hands together and lower your head and 

your eyes when you greet someone. 

 In America you should eat your hamburger with both hands and as quickly 

as possible. You shouldn‘t try to have a conversation until it is eaten. 

Answer the questions. 

1. Which nationalities are the most and least punctual? 

2. Why did the British think that everyone understood their customs? 

3. Which nationalities do not like to eat and do business at the same time? 

4. ‗They (the French) have to be well fed and watered.‘ What or who do you 

normally have to feed and water? 

5. An American friend of yours is going to work in Japan. Give some advice 

hoe he / she should and shouldn‘t behave. 

6. Which nationalities have rules of behavior about hands? What are the rules? 

7. Why is it not a good idea to … a) say that you absolutely love your Egyptian 

friend‘s vase; b) go to Russia if you don‘t drink alcohol; c) say ‗Hi! See you 

later!‘ when you are introduced to someone in Afghanistan; d) discuss 

politics with your American friend in a McDonald‘s? 

Discussion. 

1. Do you agree with the saying ‗When in Rome, do as the Romans do‘? Do 

you have a similar saying in your language? 

2. What are the rules about greeting people in your country? When do you 

shake hands? When do you kiss? What about when you say goodbye? 

3. Think of one or two examples of bad manners. For example, in Britain it is 

considered impolite to ask people how much they earn. 

4. What advice would you give somebody coming to live and work in your 

country? 

 

 

QUOTES ABOUT THE UNITED KINGDOM 

READING 

Read: http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/stories-poems/quotes-about-united-

kingdom 

Quotes about the United Kingdom 

A survey commissioned by the British Council gave rise to a number of quotes 

from people across the globe on their perceptions of the UK. 

UAE - When young people say about the British that he's unpleasant or old, it is an 

impression we have from the time when Great Britain was a great power together 

with Portugal. 

ITALY - I particularly liked the spirit, the liveliness, the people and their open-

mindedness. 

http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/stories-poems/quotes-about-united-kingdom
http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/stories-poems/quotes-about-united-kingdom
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HUNGARY - It's so fantastic that they are able to look at themselves with self-

irony. I think this is exceptional. They write books and make movies that tell a 

negative picture about them and they show it. 

HONG KONG - A lot of them are drunk and cause trouble.  

JAPAN - There are bad points such as discrimination but also good points such as 

the parliamentary government. 

KENYA - It's believed that if you go for further education in Britain, you get 

quality education.  

 THAILAND - They seem so cold in general.  

 BANGLADESH - Heritage from Britain, technology and dynamism from the 

United States.  

 SINGAPORE - The British always give me the idea of old and boring.  

 KOREA - Underlying the British people's ideologies is their deeply rooted 

tradition, long history, long history of the royal family and democracy, and the 

class structure.  

 GREECE - I am thinking about music. It's not by accident that the most innovative 

trends in music come from England.  

 VIETNAM - UK is a small island but it has a global trading system. 

 

After reading Exercise 1 

In the table are the names of the 12 countries whose people were quoted. Below 

the table are 12 questions. Can you match the countries to the questions? 

 

Bangladesh Greece Hong Kong Hungary 

Italy Japan Kenya Korea 

Singapore Thailand UAE Vietnam 

  

1. Which text accuses the British of being dull? 

2.  Which text mentions both unfairness and democracy? 

3.  Which text compares Britain with a previously powerful country? 

4.  Which text says the British are capable of self-criticism? 

5.  Which text talks of the high standard of British universities? 

6.  Which text refers to Britain's international business interests? 

7.  Which text accuses many British people of having bad habits? 

8.  Which text says the British are distant? 

9.  Which text mentions British originality? 

10.  Which text says British people are vigorous and tolerant? 

11.  Which text says Britain is better known for its history than its modern 

ways? 
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12.  Which text refers to the origins of British people's beliefs? 

 

Exercise 2 

In the table are 12 words or phrases from the texts. Below are the definitions of 

these words and phrases, and which text you can find them in. Can you match the 

words and phrases to their definitions? 

 

a. deeply rooted b. discrimination c. dynamism 

d. exceptional e. further education f. ideologies 

g. impression h. innovative i. irony 

j. liveliness k. trading l. underlying 

 

1. In the quote from UAE find a word or phrase that means an idea or opinion 

of what something is like 

2.  In the quote from Italy find a word or phrase that means the act of having or 

showing a lot of energy and enthusiasm 

3.  In the quote from Hungary find a word or phrase that means a means of 

expression which suggests (humorously or angrily) a different meaning for the 

words used 

4.  In the quote from Hungary find a word or phrase that means much greater 

than usual, esp. in skill, cleverness, quality, etc. 

5.  In the quote from Japan find a word or phrase that means the treatment of a 

person or particular group of people differently, esp. in a worse way from the way 

in which you treat other people, because of their skin colour, religion, sex, etc. 

6.  In the quote from Bangladesh find a word or phrase that means the state of 

having a lot of ideas and enthusiasm; the state of being energetic and forceful 

7.  In the quote from Kenya find a word or phrase that means university-level 

instruction. 

8.  In the quote from Korea find a word or phrase that means being the cause of 

or strong influence on (something) 

9.  In the quote from Korea find a word or phrase that means theories, or sets of 

beliefs or principles, esp. one on which a political system, party or organization is 

based 

10.  In the quote from Korea find a word or phrase that means very strong and so 

much a part of something else that it cannot be changed or got rid of   

11. In the quote from Vietnam find a word or phrase that means buying and 

selling 

12.  In the quote from Greece find a word or phrase that means 'different' and 

'new' 
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Here are some more quotes from the survey from different countries. 

MEXICO - The British are limited. 

They don't try new things. 

JAPAN - British scientists are 

enthusiastic, almost manic, in 

particular categories. But they are 

doing something that really doesn't 

matter. 

CZECH REPUBLIC - Britain was the 

first country with a constitution, I 

think. So there is a real democratic 

tradition in Britain. 

SPAIN - Out of the European 

countries I think the closest to the US 

is England; but you can't separate them 

from Europe. 

SINGAPORE - They have a group of 

white trash, you know, skinheads. That 

group is very, very racist. But I think 

the majority is fine. In fact, I know 

there are some community leaders that 

are black. 

FRANCE - There are many 

differences between the English, the 

Irish and the Scottish. Irish and 

Scottish are much more friendly. 

HUNGARY - Their mistrust with 

strangers is also a characteristic. 

Usually this is said for the Germans 

but it is far more true for the English. 

NIGERIA - A British product is very 

high quality. You'll use it and use it 

until you are tired. 

RUSSIA - People are very involved in 

the life of society, politics. They are 

very well aware of what is going on. 

GERMANY - The really crazy people 

all come from England. 

SAUDI ARABIA - They don't have 

any famous artists. They like soccer. 

 

After reading Exercise 3 

In the table are the names of the 11 countries whose people were quoted. Below 

the table are 11 questions. Can you match the countries to the questions? 

 

Czech Republic France Germany Hungary 

Japan Mexico Nigeria Russia 

Saudi Arabia Singapore Spain  

 

1. Which text says that some British people are not as nice as others? 

2. Which text says that freedom and equality between people in Britain has a 

long history? 

3. Which text refers to Britain's role in different parts of the world? 

4. Which text generalises about people who are not normal? 

5. Which text accuses some British people of being keen but not doing 

significant things? 
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6. Which text claims that British people are wary of people they don't know? 

7. Which text could be referring to a Rolls Royce? 

8. Which text claims that the British know what's happening around them? 

9. In which text does the writer show ignorance of British cultural 

achievements? 

10. Which text claims that the British don't like novelty? 

11. Which text speaks of both prejudice and multicultural integration? 

 

Exercise 4 

In the table are 11 words from the texts. Below are the definitions of these words 

and phrases, and which text you can find them in. Can you match the words and 

phrases to their definitions? 

 

a. aware b. characteristic c. community 

d. enthusiastic e. limited f. majority 

g. mistrust h. quality i. separate 

j. tradition k. trash  

 

1. In the quote from Mexico find a word or phrase that means restricted 

2. In the quote from Japan find a word or phrase that means keen or eager 

3. In the quote from Czech Republic find a word or phrase that means a  belief, 

principleor way of acting which people in a particular society or group 

have continued to follow for a long time, or all of these in a particular 

group or society considered as a whole 

4. In the quote from Spain find a word or phrase that means consider 

independently 

5. In the quote from Singapore find a word or phrase that means something that 

is worthless and of low quality 

6. In the quote from Singapore find a word or phrase that means the larger 

number or part of something 

7. In the quote from Singapore find a word or phrase that means the people 

living in one particular area or people who are considered as a unit because 

of their common interests, background or nationality 

8. In the quote from Hungary find a word or phrase that means the particular 

combination of qualities in a person or place that makes them different from 

others 

9. In the quote from Hungary find a word or phrase that means to have doubts 

about the honesty or abilities of (someone) 
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10. In the quote from Nigeria find a word or phrase that means the standard of 

excellence of something, often a high standard 

11. In the quote from Russia find a word or phrase that means knowing that 

something exists, or having knowledge or experience of a particular thing 

 

COUNTRYSIDE IS GREAT – PART 1 

VIDEO 

Watch: http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/britain-great-video-

clips/countryside-great-part-1 

 

While you listen  

The Britain is Great series tells you about some of the things that make Britain so  

great. There‘s a lot of fun facts – and lots of good language, too. See if you can 

answer the questions while you watch the video. 

 

Comprehension Task 1 - Which is the best title for the video? 

1. The best of Britain's national parks 

2. A look at Lake Windemere and its surroundings 

3. A visit to some varied British landscapes 

 

Comprehension Task 2 - What do these numbers refer to in the video? 

a) 1.35 d) 15 

b) 3  e) 66 

c) 6 

1 The number of national parks in Britain. 

1 The depth of Lake Windermere - in metres. 

1 The number of people who go on cruises on Lake Windermere - in millions. 

1 The number of people who visit the Snowdonia National Park every year - in 

millions. 

1 The length of the bay on the north coast of Wales - in kilometres. 

 

Language Task 1 - Can you re-order the words to make sentences from the 

video? 

1. beautiful in / is said / to be / one of / Great Britain / This area / the most 

2. the lakes / people / to see / every year? / How many / like this / choose 

3. carry on / 1.35 million / We / people on / boats / average / our 

3. many people / think so / find / this area / Why do / appealing? / you 

4. you have / is / around / you / All / to do / look 

 

http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/britain-great-video-clips/countryside-great-part-1
http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/britain-great-video-clips/countryside-great-part-1
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Language Task 2 - Richard said "This area is said to be one of the most 

beautiful in Great Britain." Complete the second sentence so that it means the 

same as the first one. Don't use the word 'people', and use the verb in brackets. 

 

1. People say that the house is haunted by the ghost of a little girl. 

The house _____haunted by the ghost of a little girl. (said) 

2. People believe that Angelina Jolie is the best- paid actress in Hollywood. 

Angelina Jolie_____the best-paid actress in Hollywood. (believed) 

3. People think the bank robbers stole over a million pounds. 

The robbers _____over a million pounds. (thought) 

4. People say that Queen Elizabeth I slept in this bed. 

Queen Elizabeth I _____in this bed. (said) 

5. In the Middle Ages, people thought the Earth was flat. 

In the Middle Ages, the Earth _____flat. (thought) 

6. People know that the prisoners have escaped twice before. 

The prisoners_____twice before. (known) 

 

 

COUNTRYSIDE IS GREAT – PART 2 

VIDEO 

Watch:http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/britain-great-video-

clips/countryside-great-part-2 

While you listen 

The Britain is Great series tells you about some of the things that make Britain so 

great. There‘s a lot of fun facts - and lots of good language, too. See if you can 

answer the questions while you watch the video. 

 

Comprehension Task 1: In what order do you hear about these things in the 

video? 

1.  a feature on the south coast of England 

2. a funicular railway 

3. a Scottish lake 

4. a tourist attraction in Northern Ireland 

5. some fantastic views 

6. wildlife in the area 

 

Comprehension Task 2: Match the descriptions to the places, according to the 

video. There are two descriptions for each place. 

1.Cairngorm National Park 

2. Loch Ness 

http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/britain-great-video-clips/countryside-great-part-2
http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/britain-great-video-clips/countryside-great-part-2
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3. Giant's Causeway 

4. Jurassic Coast 

5. Durdle Door 

 

a. has a variety of landscapes 

b. has protected wildlife 

c. has stunning mountain views 

d. is a World Heritage Site 

e. is made of limestone 

f. is nearly 250 metres deep 

g. is said to have a monster 

h. may be a quarter of a billion years old 

i. was formed by sea erosion 

j. was formed by volcanic activity 

 

Language Task 1: Use these words to complete the phrases. 

1 a beauty  

2 the sheer 

3 to be better than 

4 to be right  

5 to stick  

6 you might 

  

a.  out into the water 

b.  most 

c.  spot 

d.  variety of landscapes 

e.  well see a hare 

f.  at the top 

 

Language Task 2: Use these words to complete the phrases from the video. There 

are four right answers for each question. 

1. The view from the hotel balcony was____  

a)stunning b) distant  c) breathtaking 

d)spectacular e) panoramic 

 

2. You can see ____ wildlife in this area. 

a) rare b)rich  c) protected 

d) sheltered e) varied 
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3. Great Britain has some landscapes. 

 a) stunning b) simple  c) dramatic 

d) unspoilt e) varied 

 

4. The hotel was set in the middle of ____ hills. 

a) rolling b) soft c) rugged 

d) wooded e) gentle 

 

5. We could see a range of ____mountains 

in the distance. 

a) majestic b) rolling c) rugged 

d) dramatic e) snow-capped 

 

6. There was a small, ____ harbour a few minutes away from the hotel.  

a) sheltered b) picturesque c) lively 

d) natural e) rolling 

 

7. This area has a very ____ coastline 

a) rugged b) varied  c) rocky 

d) soft      e) unspoilt 

 

 

 

HERITAGE IS GREAT – PART 1 

VIDEO 

Watch: http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/britain-great-video-clips/heritage-

great-part-1 

While you listen 

The Britain is Great series tells you about some of the things that make Britain so 

great. There‘s a lot of fun facts - and lots of good language, too. See if you can 

answer the questions while you watch the video. 

 

Comprehension Task 1: What did Richard do in the video? Choose the answers 

that are true. 

13.  He admired the view. 

14.  He gave some statistics about British heritage. 

15.  He got dressed up. 

16.  He got knocked to the floor. 

17.  He learnt a new skill. 

18.  He learnt about a downside of medieval life. 

http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/britain-great-video-clips/heritage-great-part-1
http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/britain-great-video-clips/heritage-great-part-1
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19.  He looked around the Houses of Parliament. 

20.  He saw some of the sights of London. 

21.  He went on a boat tour. 

 

Comprehension Task 2: Match the halves of the sentences according to what you 

heard in the video. 

13.  Regent Street... 

14.  The city's financial district... 

15.  The Houses of Parliament building... 

16.  The London Eye ... 

17.  The London Gherkin... 

18.  The River Thames... 

19.  Warwick Castle... 

 

a. is one of the biggest of its kind in the world. 

b.  separates Mayfair and Soho. 

c.  goes through the heart of the city. 

d. has over three million visitors a year. 

e. dominates the London skyline. 

f.  is otherwise known as 30, St Mary Axe. 

g.  dates back over a thousand years. 

 

Language Task 1 - Write the missing words to make sentences from the video. 

1. There are so many places to visit - how to fit it all____? 

2. Hop____and off an open-top bus. 

3. The river cuts____the  heart of the city. 

4. Let's step back____time. 

5. The castle dates____ almost 1100 years. 

6. I'm ____good company. 

7. I'm dressed ____a gentleman from the 

1620s. 

8. Break it ____ guys! That's enough fighting! 

 

Language Task 2 - "Visit Warwick Castle and step back in time". Here are some 

more sentences from a guidebook. Match the halves. 

1.  Climb to the top of the battlements and admire 

2.  Discover how 

3.  Now you can experience for yourself 

4.  Pluck up your courage and venture 

5.  Take some time to relax and wander 
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6.  Treat yourself to 

7.  Visit our display of weaponry and feel 

8.  Witness a battle re-enactment 

 

a. the sounds and smells of a medieval castle. 

b. with your own eyes. 

c. the panoramic views. 

d. the weight of a medieval sword. 

e. weapons were made a thousand years ago. 

f. into the gloomy dungeons. 

g. around the beautiful gardens. 

h. a tasteful souvenir from the gift shop. 

 

 

HERITAGE IS GREAT – PART 2 

VIDEO 

Watch: http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/britain-great-video-clips/heritage-

great-part-2 

While you listen 

The Britain is Great series tells you about some of the things that make Britain so 

great. There‘s a lot of fun facts - and lots of good language, too. See if you can 

answer the questions while you watch the video. 

 

Comprehension Task 1: Choose the best title for the video. 

22.  Stonehenge: A Scientific Study 

23.  Stonehenge: A Brief History 

24.  Stonehenge: Solving the Puzzle 

 

Comprehension Task 2: Listening for specific information. Complete these notes 

with the words that you heard in the video. Use one word or a number in each 

space. 

 

Stonehenge 

Description: prehistoric (1) ____ monument 

Age: (2) ____and a half thousand years, survey of stones, from the (3) ____period 

Origins: still a (4) ____ 

Use: probably a (5) ____  

Recent research: (6) ____ 

revealing: 

20.  how stones were (7) ____  

http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/britain-great-video-clips/heritage-great-part-2
http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/britain-great-video-clips/heritage-great-part-2
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21.  how stones were set up 

22.  carvings and (8) ____on stones 

Myths: stones brought from (9)____by 

Merlin. Element of truth - some stones do actually come from (10)____  

 

Language Task 1: Put the words in order to make sentences from the video. 

1.magnificent / Canterbury / cathedrals / boast / architecture / and Exeter 

2. further / historic / dates / Some / treasure / back even 

3. remain a / thousands of years / its / Dating / origins still / mystery / back 

4. famous sites / This / circle of stones / out as / Britain's most / giant / stands / one 

of 

5. used as / kind of temple / We / was / probably / some / think it 

6. long /amazing / survived from / It's / that it's / ago / so 

 

Language Task 2 - Choose the words that can go in the gap. There are always 

three right answers. 

1. Stonehenge dates back thousands of years, but its____still  remain(s) a 

mystery. 

a)  beginnings 

b)  birth 

c)  origins 

d)  roots 

e)  source 

f)  Conception 

 

2. Stonehenge is a/an____ monument in the world. 

a)  one-of-a-kind 

b)  individual 

c)  single 

d)  singular 

e)  solitary 

f)  Unique 

 

3.Scientists are____Stonehenge research at. 

a)  carrying out 

b)  conducting 

c)  doing 

d)  making 

e) practicing 
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4. Scientists have discovered lots of new details about how the stones were____. 

a) erected 

b) heightened 

c) founded 

d) raised 

e) risen 

f) set up 

 

5. There is a ____ myth about the circle. 

a) famous 

b) known 

c) prevalent 

d) recognized 

e) well-known 

 

6. There's an interesting ____ about Merlin the wizard bringing stones from 

Ireland. 

a)  fiction 

b)  history 

c)  legend 

d)  myth 

e)  Tale 

 

7. The myth was popular in____ , 

a)  Medieval times 

b)  Medieval dates 

c)  the Medieval day 

d)  the Medieval era 

e)  Medieval life 

f)  the Medieval period 

 

8. There's a/an ____of truth underneath the myth. 

a) element 

b) factor 

c) germ 

d) grain 

e) moment 
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INNOVATION IS GREAT – PART 1 

VIDEO 

Watch: http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/britain-great/innovation-great-

part-1 

While you listen 

The Britain is Great series tells you about some of the things that make Britain so 

great. There‘s a lot of fun facts - and lots of good language, too. See if you can 

answer the questions while you watch the video. 

 

Comprehension Task 1 - Choose the gadgets that Richard is shown in the video. 

1. a bagless vacuum cleaner 

2. a laptop computer 

3. a Formula 1 engine 

4. a hand dryer 

5. a bladeless fan 

6. a hair dryer 

7. a hot water heater 

8. a cordless vacuum cleaner 

 

Comprehension Task 2 - Match the numbers to what they refer to in the video. 

a) 5 

b) 10 

c) 20 

d) over 50 

e) 400 

f) 650 

g) over 5,000 

 

1. The number of engineers and scientists employed by the company 

2. The time it took to design the Bagless Vacuum Cleaner (in years) 

3. The length of the company's research plan (in years) 

4. The number of prototypes produced for the Bagless Vacuum Cleaner 

5. The speed at which the Dyson Airblade pushes out air (in miles per hour) 

6. The length of the companies product plan (in years) 

7. The number of countries where Dyson products are sold 

 

Language Task 1 - Put the words in the spaces to make sentences from the video. 

Some sentences need two words. 

a) aspect 

b) boundaries 

http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/britain-great/innovation-great-part-1
http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/britain-great/innovation-great-part-1
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c) comes 

d) doubles 

e) launch 

f) market 

g) needs 

h) optimise 

i) world-class 

 

1. When it ____to innovators, James Dyson is ____.  

2. How did Dyson push the ____ of innovation and technology? 

3. We have many experts to ____ of every____ of the performance of these 

machines. 

4. How do you meet the____ of the international ____? 

5. It ____up nicely as a hair dryer too. 

6. We're looking to____fantastically exciting products. 

 

Language Task 2 - Tom says "We've produced a bladeless fan which pulls air 

through the middle." In this sentence, we could say 'that' instead of 'which' - but 

'that' isn't always possible. Complete these sentences with either 'which' or 

'that/which' if both are possible. 

1. It uses a Dyson digital motor ____ 

rotates at over five times the speed of a Formula 1 engine. 

2. This vacuum cleaner uses a different 

type of digital motor,____ is very 

lightweight and powerful. 

3. My company might be relocating to Manchester, in____case, we'll have to nsell 

the house. 

4. It was a mistake ____ the management had to take responsibility for. 

5. The food____ was damaged in the 

floods was declared unsafe for human consumption. 

6.My primary school teacher taught me to love reading, for  ____ I will always be 

grateful. 

7. She ran her first marathon at the age of seventy-two, ____was an amazing 

achievement. 

8. The snow____ has been falling over most of Northern England is forecast to 

continue until the weekend. 

9. In 2011 I won the 'employee 

of the year' award, ____is only given for outstanding performance. 

10. Lisbon, ____ is the capital of Portugal, is situated on the west coast of the 

Iberian Peninsula. 
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THE CITY OF LONDON 

LISTENING  

Listen to:  http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/word-street/city-london 

 

Activity 1  Fill in the gaps in the sentences with the correct word.  

 

goods / century / settlement / exhibition / to melt / warehouse / dock / illustrator 

 

1. A ___________ is a place where people have come to live and make their 

homes, particularly when few or no people lived in this place before.  

2. The aeroplane, car and radio were all invented in the last ___________.  

3. A lot of ___________ are made in China.  

4. Someone who draws is called an __________.  

5. There is an ____________ on vintage cars in Earls Court this weekend.  

6. When water gets very cold it freezes, but when it warms up again it starts 

_______.  

7. A _________is a large building which is used for keeping machinery and 

products.  

8. A __________ is where the loading, unloading, building or repairing of ships 

occurs.  

 

 

 

Activity 2  Read the following questions and select the correct answers.  

1. How long is the River Thames?  

a) 346 kilometres  

b) 364 kilometres  

c) 306 kilometres  

2. What city does the River Thames go through?  

a) Edinburgh  

b) London  

c) Manchester  

3. What happened to the docks in the 1980s?  

a) They got burnt down in a fire.  

b) They sank into the river.  

c) They became unused and were in a bad condition.  

4. What is an advantage of living on the river?  

a) It‘s cheap.  

b) It‘s cold.  

http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/word-street/city-london
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c) You don‘t have a garden.  

5. What is a possible effect of a ‗mini ice age‘?  

a) The river will turn to ice.  

b) There will be no summer.  

c) Polar bears will live on the Thames.  

 

THE GREAT FIRE OF LONDON 

LISTENING  

Listento:http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/radio/specials/1557_l

ondon_extra/page37.shtml 

Vocabulary 

Pudding Lane name of the street in London 

timber building wooden building 

cramped  crowded 

to be fanned  

 

to make a fire stronger by providing a moving 

source of air, for example, wind  

debris the pieces of something that are left after it 

has been destroyed in an accident, explosion 

etc 

smoulder burn slowly without a flame 

to extinguish a 

fire = to put out a 

fire 

to stop a fire from burning  

 

higgledy-

piggledy 

things that are mixed together in an untidy 

way 

a fire break  

 

an area which is cleared of things that can 

burn to stop a fire from spreading  

 

According to the information in the programme:  

1: How did the fire start?  

2: What made the fire take hold so strongly and make it difficult to fight?  

3: How long did the fire burn for?  

4: What happened to the population who weren't wealthy?  

5: How many homes were destroyed?  

6: What happened to the City after the fire? 

 

THE SPIRIT OF LONDON 

LISTENING  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/radio/specials/1557_london_extra/page37.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/radio/specials/1557_london_extra/page37.shtml
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I. Read the following, then listen to the tape and match the numbers with the 

letters. 

 

1. old warehouses 

2. the City 

3. many London pubs 

4. Marco Pierre White‘s 

restaurant 

5. King‘s Road 

6. Soho 

a. of the capital is the financial district of 

the capital 

b. is a perfect example of new English 

cuisine 

c. have been transformed into galleries, 

shops and clubs 

d. has become a meeting place for all 

kinds of people 

e. have been restored to their original 

Victorian beauty 

f. offers a variety of chainstore clothing 

and unique boutiques 

 

II. Listen to the tape and find answers to the following questions. 

1. What is the most outstanding characteristic of London? 

2. What has recently happened alongside the river? 

3. What is the City? What is the best way to explore the City? 

4. Prove that London is an exciting metropolis and not a historical theme-park. 

5. What does the speaker say about London‘s shopping facilities? Where can 

people go shopping? 

6. What is Soho? Where is Soho? Why did Soho have a bad reputation? 

7. Is London worth visiting? 

 

UNIT 5 

“ONLY A MADMAN WOULD CHOOSE TO LIVE IN A LARGE CITY” 

The following text will give you an opinion on life in a large city. Read it, then a) 

contradict to the narrator, speak in favour of living in a large city. Use the  

words given below; b) argue with your friend who keeps to an opposite point of 

you. 

'Avoid the rush-hour' must be the slogan of large dries the world over. If it 

is, it's a slogan no one takes the least notice of. Twice a day, with predictable 

regularity, the pot boils over. Wherever you look it's people, people, people. The 

trains which leave or arrive every few minutes are   packed: an endless procession 

of human sardine tins. The streets are so crowded   there is hardly room to move on 

the pavements. The queues for buses reach staggering proportions. It takes ages for 
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a bus to get to you because the traffic on the roads has virtually come to a 

standstill! Even when a bus does at last arrive, it's so full, it can't take any more 

passengers. This whole crazy system of commuting* stretches man's resources to 

the utmost. The smallest unforeseen event can bring about conditions of utter 

chaos. A power-cut, for instance, an exceptionally heavy snowfall or a minor 

derailment must always make city-dwellers realise how precarious the balance is. 

The extraordinary thing is not that people put up with these conditions, but that 

they actually choose them in preference to anything else!   

Large modern cities are too big to control. They impose their own living 

conditions ON the people who inhabit them. City-dwellers are obliged by their 

environment to adopt wholly unnatural way of life. They lose touch     with the 

land and rhythm of nature. It is possible to live such an air-conditioned existence in 

a large city that you are barely conscious of the seasons. A few flowers in a public 

park (if you have the time to visit it) may remind you that it is spring or summer. A 

few leaves clinging to the pavement may remind you that it is autumn. Beyond 

that, what is going on in nature seems totally irrelevant. All the simple, good things 

of life like sunshine and fresh air are a premium.  Tall buildings blot out the sun. 

Traffic fumes pollute the atmosphere. Even the distinction between day and night  

is lost. The flow of traffic goes on unceasingly and the noise never stops. 

      The funny thing about it all is that you pay dearly for the 'privilege' of 

living in a city. The demand for accommodation is so great that it is often 

impossible for ordinary people, to buy a house of their own. Exorbitant rents must 

be paid for tiny fiats which even country hens would disdain to live in. 

Accommodation apart, the cost of living is very high. Just about everything you 

buy is likely to be more expensive than it would be in the country. 

      In addition to all this, city-dwellers live under constant threat. The crime 

rate in most cities is very high. Houses are burgled with alarming frequency. Cities 

breed crime and violence and are full of places you would be afraid to visit at 

night. If you think about it, they are not really fit to live in at all. Can anyone really 

doubt that the country is what man was born for and where he truly belongs? 

 

*commuting - маятниковая миграция. Ежедневные поездки по железной   дороге или на 

автобусе из пригорода на работу 

 

Argument: key words 

1. Avoid rush-hour': slogan of every large city; no one does. 

2. Happens twice a day. 

3. Trains packed; streets crowded; bus queues; traffic jams; buses full. 

4. Commuting screeches man's resources. 
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5. Unforeseen events (e.g. power-cut, heavy snowfall): chaos. 

6. People actually choose such conditions. 

7. Large modern cities too big to control. 

8. Impose their own living conditions on people. 

9. City-dwellers: unnatural way of life. 

10.  Lose touch with land, rhythm of nature 

11.  Air-conditioned existence: barely-conscious of seasons: flowers: spring; 

leaves: autumn; nature irrelevant.  

12. Simple good things (e.g. sunlight, fresh air) at a premium. 

13. Distinction day, night is lost; always noise, traffic. 

14. Expensive 'privilege'. 

15. Accommodation: house of your own impossible; rents high.  

16. Cost of living in general high, 

17. Lack of security:  cities breed crime and violence; houses often burgled. 

18. Cities not fit to live in; man born for country. 

 

The counter-argument: key words  

1. If proposition is true, then there are millions of madmen. 

2. Most people love cities: proof: man is fleeting from countryside. 

3. Modern man too sophisticated for simple country pleasures.  

4. It's enough to visit countryside at week-ends. 

5. Objections to city living are unconvincing
:
 

6. Commuting does not really affect those who live in cities; a small inconvenience 

only. 

7. Noise, traffic, etc., hardly noticeable; people easily adapt. 

8. Very small minority of city-dwellers ever involved in crime, violence.  

9. Many reasons why city life is preferable: 

10. Good to be near one's friends; never cut off by weather conditions. 

11. Life is never dull; always something to do. 

12. Cities offer high concentration of good things in life: big stores, restaurants, 

theatres, cinemas, galleries, etc.                                

13. Services are always better; better schools, more amenities (e.g. swimming- 

pools, etc.). 

14. More chances of employment; greater range of jobs; more opportunity to 

succeed 
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THE COMMUTE 

LISTENING  

Listen to: http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/6-minute-

english/ep-160128 

Hundreds of millions of us make the same journey day in day out – the commute. 

Alice and Neil discuss the benefits of cycling to work and why sitting on the train 

may raise your blood pressure. 

Before listening question 

What did the word 'commuter' originally describe? Was it someone who… 

a) travelled with other people? 

b) paid a reduced fare to travel? 

c) travelled by train to work? 

You can hear the right answer at the end of the programme. 

 

Vocabulary 

foldaway bike a bike that folds up so it's easy to carry or put away 

lycra a stretchy fabric used in tight-fitting sports clothes 

intrigued very interested in something 

commuting travelling between your home and your work 

the Tube the subway (or underground) system in London 

alert being quick to notice things going on around you 

snatch take quickly 

nap short sleep, especially during the day 

packed in like sardines people standing so close together that they can't move 

 

Listen to the conversation and answer the questions. 

1. What clothes does Neil wear when he rides a bike? 

2. How did Alice commute to work? 

3. Why do you have to be alert in Nairobi when you use public transport?  

4. What has research on commuting and stress level revealed? Why is that? 

5. If How can commuting affect your health? 

 

WHY DO CITIES MAKE US RUDE? 

LISTENING  

Listen to: http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/russian/features/6-minute-

english/ep-170202 

It's a familiar scene, a busy metro carriage with people pushing and shoving but 

never saying hello or even making eye contact. Catherine and Neil discuss why 

cities make us act this way. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/6-minute-english/ep-160128
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/6-minute-english/ep-160128
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/russian/features/6-minute-english/ep-170202
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/russian/features/6-minute-english/ep-170202
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Before listening question 

When we have a positive interaction with somebody, our body releases a chemical. 

What's the name of this chemical? Is it… 

a) melatonin? 

b) oxytocin? 

c) thyroxin? 

You'll hear the answer at the end of the programme.  

 

Vocabulary 

hyper vigilance being extremely watchful of what's going on around you  

insular inward looking  

claustrophobic not having enough space to feel comfortable  

nosey somebody who shows too much interest in other people's 

business 

quotient the result you get by dividing one number by another  

hustle work aggressively to make money  

chitchat unimportant conversation  

 

Listen to the conversation and answer the questions. 

1. Why is Catherine surprised that somebody has talked to Neil on the 

underground? 

2. What do people usually do to pass their  time on public transport? 

3. What is a ―Tubechart‖ badge?  

4. Why do people in big cities feel scared to start a conversation with a stranger? 

How do they behave? 

5. What is life in a small town like? 

6. It‘s not necessarily rudeness that stops people from chatting, isn‘t it? What is it? 

 

ROAD SAFETY FOR CYCLISTS 

LISTENING  

Listen to:http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/general/sixminute/20

13/10/131017_6min_cycling.shtml 

More and more people are using bikes to commute to work or university. Cycling 

is a cheap way to travel and a good way to get fit. But it can also be dangerous. 

Join Jen and Neil as they discuss ways to be safer on the roads. 

Before listening question: 

A record number of bikes were hired on one day during the London Olympic 

Games in 2012. But how many times were bikes borrowed on this day? Was it: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/general/sixminute/2013/10/131017_6min_cycling.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/general/sixminute/2013/10/131017_6min_cycling.shtml
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a) 15,000 

b) 31,000 

c) 47,000 

Find out the answer at the end of the programme. 

Vocabulary 

to commute  to travel to work 

a folding bike a bicycle which can be made smaller so that it can be 

carried 

vehicles cars, buses, lorries and taxies 

helmet cameras small cameras attached to a protective hat worn by 

cyclists 

footage something which has been filmed 

insurance a way of protecting you financially if you have an 

accident 

peace of mind a feeling of being calm and not being worried 

the Highway Code a set of rules that drivers and cyclists must follow 

fluorescent clothing bright, reflective clothes 

 

Listen to the conversation and answer the questions. 

1. What does Neil use his bike for? 

2. Why did he buy a folding bike? 

3. Is it dangerous to travel by bike?  

4. Why do cyclists wear helmet cameras? 

5. If a camera can‘t stop a cyclist from being hit by a car, how could cyclists be 

safer? 

 

THEATRE 

LISTENING  

Listen to: https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/magazine/theatre 

 

Listen to the text and choose the correct variant.  

1. Going to the theatre is … 

a. something which people from all classes always do. 

b. not as interesting as watching TV 

c. often only for wealthy people 

d. too difficult for ordinary people 

 

2. The theatre is … 

a. more expensive than the cinema 

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/magazine/theatre
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b. accessible to everyone 

c. full of clichés 

d. only good in big cities 

3. Complicite, Northern Broadsides and Shared Experience are … 

a. places to study acting 

b. theatre companies who do a lot of educational work 

c. theatres 

d. the name of plays. 

 

4. ―The Lost Child‖ is …  

a. an international charity 

b. the name of a  play by the David Glass Ensemble 

c. a project to help children do theatre. 

d. a programme to help refugees. 

 

5. Actors use games, drawing and singing to …  

a. get ideas for the play 

b. help children to draw and sing 

c. give the children some free time activity 

d. help children feel more confident 

 

6. They use the children‘s ideas to …  

a. develop a play or short film 

b. write their own play 

c. show to the children‘s parents 

d. develop their sense of security 

 

7. Children who have taken part in ―The Lost Child‖ …  

a. feel more self-confident 

b. become actors 

c. solve their community problems 

d. never go to the theatre 

 

8. In Shakespeare‘s … 

a. the theatre was very expensive 

b. all kinds of people went to the theatre. 

c. everybody had to stand up 

d. all kinds of people took part in the play 

 

9. Companies like the David Glass Ensemble are … 
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a. making exciting new theatre. 

b. like Shakespeare 

c. helping to make theatre more accessible 

d. educational organizations 

 

Answer the questions 

1. Is there a sliver of truth in the opinion that ―the theatre is for rich, upper-

class intellectuals‖? 

2. Are there any companies who are challenging this idea? 

3. What sort of company is the David Glass Ensemble? 

4. What exactly is ―The Lost Child‖? 

5. How does the project improve the lives of its participants? 

6. Is the theatre for everyone? 

 

THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF THEATRE 

During the last thirty years the Theatre has had to meet three challenges – 

from radio, cinema, and television. All three produce drama of a sort, all possess 

important advantages. 

As a rule it doesn‘t cost as much to see a film as it does to see a play, and 

films can be seen in a great many places that have never known a theatre. Radio 

and television can be enjoyed at home, with a minimum effort, turning the living 

room into a playhouse. 

And all three, because they are produced for a mass audience, can offer casts 

of players that only the best theatres could afford. 

Already many people tell us that with their television sets at home and an 

occasional visit to the movies, they no longer need the Theatre and do not care 

whether it lives or dies. 

Such people do not understand that the Theatre is the parent of these new 

dramatic forms. Without a living Theatre where writers, directors, designers and 

actors could learn their jobs, movies and television plays would be very crude 

indeed. 

In a very good restaurant we have a dinner that is specially cooked for us: in 

a canteen we are merely served with standard portions of a standard meal. And this 

is the difference between the living Theatre and the mass entertainment of films, 

radio and television. In the Theatre the play is specially cooked for us. Those who 

have worked in the Theatre know that a production never takes its final shape until 

it has an audience. 
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With films, radio, television, the vast audience can only receive what is 

being offered. But in the Theatre the audience might be said to be creatively 

receptive, its very presence, and intensely living presence, heightens the drama. 

The actors are not playing to microphones and cameras but to warmly 

responsive fellow-creatures. And they are never giving exactly the same 

performance, if the audience tends to be heavy, unresponsive – on a wet Monday, 

perhaps – the company slightly sharpens and heightens its performance to bring the 

audience to life, and vice versa if the audience is too enthusiastic. 

Film and television acting is much smaller and quieter than that of a Theatre. 

Nevertheless, with a very few exceptions the best performers of film and television 

are actors and actresses from the Theatre, which has taught them their art. 

It is the ancient but ever-youthful parent of all entertainment in dramatic 

form. Much of its work, especially under commercial conditions, may often be 

trivial or tawdry; but this means that the Theatre should be rescued from such 

conditions. For in itself, as it has existed on and off for two-and-a-half thousands 

years, the Theatre is anything but trivial and tawdry. It is the magical place where 

man meets his image. It is the enduring home of ―dramatic experience‖, which is 

surely one of the most searching, rewarding, enchanting of our many different 

kinds of experience. 

1. Do you think the theatre is dying? 

2. What‘s the difference between watching a movie at the cinema and 

a play at the theatre? 

 

IMPRESSIONS OF THE PERFORMANCE 

THE SCENERY 

- The sound and light effects helped the audience to concentrate on the 

dialogues and the acting; 

- The scene was laid in the woods (in the castle, in Ancient England…); 

- Though being symbolic, the scenery produced a favourable impression on 

the audience; 

- The scenery was magnificent, realistic, symbolic, beautifully decorated, 

beautifully illuminated, fading, bright, colourless; 

- Décor and properties were pleasing and exceedingly well suited to the 

narrative; 

- The scenery was unexpressive, fading and didn‘t help to create a tense 

atmosphere on the stage; 

- It was a lavish production, with well-staged lights, real horses and an 

atmosphere of battle you can almost smell; 
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THE MUSIC 

- The music, though old-fashioned, fitted perfectly all the scenes and dances; 

- I was charmed away by the music; 

- The music helped to create a tense atmosphere on the stage; 

- The music intensified the impression of the actors‘playing; 

- The music was sweet (melodious, deep, impressive, amusing, expressive, 

tender…) and went to the spectators‘ hearts; 

 

THE ACTING 

- Every gesture of the ballet-dancer went straight to my heart; 

- She played her part convincingly; 

- The action was beyond admiration; 

- The dancing was superb (effective, impressive, touching, natural, true to life, 

moving, graceful…); 

- The cast of actors was excellent (distinguished); 

- The rendering was good, the actor gave an excellent portrayal of the main 

character; 

- There was much of emotion in the actors‘ playing; 

- The actress should have shown more inspiration in the scene…; 

- There was lack of feelings in the acting of …; 

- The actress played her best that evening; 

- I liked the style of acting; 

 

THE PERFORMANCE 

- There came a storm of applause after the final scene; 

- I enjoyed the performance immensely; 

- The play was dull (uninteresting, bored me to death, captured my 

imagination…); 

- The play was success with the public; 

- There was no end to the applause when the performance was over; 

- There were exclamations of admiration after the performance; 

- The admiration of the audience knew no bounds; 

- The play reflected (dealt with, was devoted to, told of, depicted the life of, 

was based on historical facts…); 

- The performance was marvelous; 

- No praise could be too high for the brilliant acting and staging of the play; 

- Great acting, direction and design – have achieved an unforgettable feast for 

eye and ear; 

- It was a memorable performance. 
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MOVING PICTURES 

 The History of Cinema 

This special report is in two parts. The first looks at cinema‘s early 

development. Where did it come from and who invented it? Our journey begins in 

the Far East. 

Moving images have always been popular. In China, for example, there were 

shadow plays 5000 years ago. These used firelight to project images of puppets 

onto the screens. So projection is a very old idea. But cinema only became possible 

when this old ancient idea met a new European one – photography. 

The two came together in the middle of the 19
th

 century. That‘s when photos 

were first used in ―magic lanterns‖. Before then, these early projectors had used 

glass slides. The pictures on these slides were painted by hand and very expensive. 

In comparison, photos were cheap and easy to produce. 

So – by 1850 projection and photography had come together. But the result 

still wasn‘t ―cinema‖. How could it be when the pictures didn‘t move? The 

solution to that problem came in several stages. 

The first, in 1877 came via English inventor Eadweard Muybridge. He 

discovered a way to take photos very quickly, one after the other. 

Eleven years later, an American called George Eastman produced the first 

celluloid film on a roll. 

By 1890 it was possible to take up to 40 photos per second. 

Next, in 1893, came another invention – Thomas Edison‘s ―Kinetoscope‖. 

The kinetoscope projected moving pictures, but it had three problems, (a) it was 

noisy; (b) the pictures it produced were very low quality; (c) only one person could 

watch a kinetoscope at a time. 

Before cinema could be born one last invention was necessary – a quiet 

machine able to project high quality pictures onto a large screen. And the men who 

produced that were two French brothers from the city of Lyons. 

Louis and Auguste Lumiere 

―The Lumiere Cinematograph‖ allowed large audiences to watch ―moving 

pictures‖. Its debut took place on 28 December 1895 in a Paris café. That day the 

Lumieres showed several short films. They were all documentaries and one of 

them was called ―Arrival of Train at the Station‖. Afterwards, Auguste Lumiere 

talked to reporters about his invention. ―It can be exploited for a certain time,‖ he 

said, ―but it has no commercial value at all.‖ 

Well, he was completely wrong. In less than a year cinemas had started to 

open in Europe and America. The public‘s appetite for films was instant and 

enormous – which meant that more and more had to be made. By 1905 movie 

making wasn‘t just an interesting idea – it was a successful new industry. And by 

1915 it was an industry with a capital – Hollywood, USA. 
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The Silent Era 

Hollywood was established in 1912. That‘s when a group of New York film 

producers decided to open a new studio on California. Why California? Because 

climate was good,  labour was cheap and there were lots of beautiful locations 

nearby. 

As a result of their decision, Hollywood soon attracted film actors and 

technicians from all over the country. While World War One was fought in 

Europe, and for several years after these cinema pioneers made thousands of black 

and white films – comedies, tragedies, fantasies, romances and historical dramas. 

This was the silent era – the era of Charlie Chaplin, Rudolf Valentine, Clara Bow, 

Douglas Fairbanks and Busier Keaton. It was called ―silent‖ because there was no 

recorded sound. Instead, the actors‘ dialogue appeared on cards shown every 15 or 

20 seconds. At the time it seemed perfectly normal. That‘s simply how films were. 

In fact, even as late as 1924, director D.W. Griffith declared ―There will 

never be speaking pictures‖. But Griffith, like Auguste Lumiere 29 years before, 

was wrong. A revolution was coming and its name was… 

The Talkies 

Recorded sound ended the silent era in 1927. Theat‘s when Al Jolson both 

spoke and sang in ―The Jazz Singer‖. (His first words were ―Wait a minute, wait a 

minute folks. You ain‘t heard nothing yet!‖) The impact on cinemagoers was 

enormous. They loved ―The Jazz Singer‖ and demanded more and more talking 

pictures. The studios quickly obliged and by 1930 audiences were up from 57 

million a week (1926) to 110 million a week. Only 31 years after the Lumieres‘ 

First film-show, modern movies had arrived. 

In 1932 Technicolour arrived. Coming only five years after the sound 

revolution it made cinema more popular than ever. So popular, in fact, that the next 

20 years are often called Hollywood‘s ―golden age‖. In the 30s and 40s millions 

queued every week to see films produced by the top studios. These included 

Paramount, RKO, Warner Brothers and – most successful of all – Metro Goldwyn 

Mayer. 

Run by Louis B.Mayer, MGM‘s motto was more stars than there are in 

heaven. This referred to the ―family‖ of film stars who had contract with the 

studio. (In those years actors only worked for one company.). During the 30s and 

40s MGM‘s family included the Marx brothers, Greta Garbo, Jean Harlow, Clark 

Gable, Joan Crawford, Spencer Tracy, Judy Garland, Gene Kelly. 

It was an impressive list, but only one of several. All the other ―dream 

factories‖ had stable of box-office names too. In fact, competition was an 

important part of Hollywood‘s success. The reason was simple. Each studio 

wanted to make bigger, better films than its rivals. After 1948, though, movie 
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tycoons like Louis B.Mayer began to face another kind of competition. And this 

time it wasn‘t from inside the cinema industry – it was from outside. 

America‘s TV revolution began in the years following World War Two. At 

first Hollywood didn‘t worry. After all what was there to worry about? John Logie 

Baird‘s invention only produced small, black and white pictures. It was a gimmick. 

It wouldn‘t last. But as more and more people bought sets cinema queues began to 

get shorter. And not just 5 % or 10 % shorter. By the early 50‘s, weekly audiences 

had been cut in half to 50 million. Clearly the movie industry had a serious 

problem on its hands. 

Studio bosses tried to solve the problem in several different ways. These 

included:  

CINEMASCOPE – This technique made it possible to show films on a 

wider screen than ever before. Several action-packed CinemaScope films were 

made. The first, a Biblical epic, was called ―The Robe‖. 

3D – To watch 3D or ―three-dimensional‖ films, audiences had to ware 

special glasses. These gave images on the screen extra height, width and depth. 

The idea was used in several 50s horror films, but never really caught on. 

CINERAMA – Three projectors were needed to show Cinerama film. Each 

one filled a third of a huge, curved screen. Again the idea didn‘t catch on – this 

time because it was too expensive. 

SMELL-O-VISION – Another Hollywood scheme for winning back TV 

audiences was Smell-O-Vision. This was an electronic system, which sent the 

smell of roses, gun smoke, coffee, etc. (whatever was showing on the screen0 over 

movie-goers during a film. 

70MM FILM – Before the 50s, movie cameras and projectors used film 

which was 35 mm wide. The arrival of 70mm film produced a much bigger, clearer 

image. 70mm is still used for some films today. 

Basically, then, the Hollywood studios competed with television by making 

films bigger, better and more realistic. Some of their ideas succeeded – others 

failed. But what really saved the cinema industry wasn‘t technical development at 

all – it was another 50s invention – teenagers. 

Movies and youth culture discovered each other in the mid-50s with two key 

films – ―Rebel without a Cause‖ (1955), starring James Dean, and ―Rock around 

the Clock‖ (1956), starring early pop idol Bill Haley. For Hollywood it was a 

turning point. Before then, the average cinema-goer had been over 30. Suddenly, 

all that began to change. And it‘s a change that‘s continued ever since. Today 75% 

of all box-office tickets are sold to people between the ages of 15 and 25. 

These days, cinema and television live side-by-side. The movie industry 

didn‘t collapse (as some people predicted0 in the 50s and 60s. But cinema 

audience-figures are still low compared to 50 years ago. In Britain, for example, 
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most people only see one or two films per year. In Europe it‘s three or four and in 

America six or seven. Because of this, modern movie making has become very 

different from how it was in Louis B. Mayor‘s time. For example: 

- Hollywood has more competition from international film-makers now than 

ever before; 

- Enormous picture palaces with one screen are being replaced by ―multi-

screen‖ cinemas; 

- There are still large studios, but the old ―studio system‖ (with groups of stars 

working for one company) has disappeared; 

- Modern films have three lives instead of one. First, they appear in the 

cinema, then on video, and finally they‘re shown on TV. 

 

1. What attracted such audiences to watch films at the cinema? 

2. Why did the age of cinema-goers change? 

3. Why do people prefer to watch films at the cinema instead of relaxing on the 

couch in front of their TV sets? 
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II РАЗДЕЛ КОНТРОЛЯ ЗНАНИЙ  
 

2.1 ЛЕКСИКО-ГРАММАТИЧЕСКИЕ ТЕСТЫ ДЛЯ 

ПРОМЕЖУТОЧНОГО И ИТОГОВОГО КОНТРОЛЯ 

 

Education and learning 

 

1. Underline the most suitable word or phrase.  

a) Jack decided to take a  course/lesson in hotel management .  

b) Sheila always got good marks/points in algebra.  

c) After leaving school, Ann studied/trained as a teacher.  

d) Peter decided not to go in/enter for the examination.  

e) My sister learned/taught me how to draw.  

f) I can't come to the cinema. I have to read/study for a test.  

g) In history we had to learn a lot of dates by hand/heart.  

h) I hope your work will improve by the end of course/term.  

i) Martin failed/missed his maths exam and had to sit it again.  

j) If you have any questions, raise/rise your hand.  

 

2. Complete each sentence with a word from the box. Use each word once only.  

              cheat       copy      memorise       pay       revise      concentrate 

              divide      pass       punish           underline 

 

a) Our teachers used to punish us by making us stay behind after  

school.  

b) If you____ twenty-seven by nine, the answer is three.  

c) Try to____ the most important rules.  

d) It is difficult to____ attention in a noisy classroom.  

e) Pauline tried her best to____ the end of year examinations.  

f) Your work is the same as Harry's. Did you____ his work?  

g) Your mind is wandering! You must____ more!  

h) Helen decided to____ all her work at the end of every week.  

i) It's a good idea to____ important parts of the book in red.  

j) The teacher saw Jerry trying to____ in the exam. 

 

3. Match the words in the box with a suitable definition (a-j). Use each word once 

only.  

classmate examiner learner principal pupil coach graduate lecturer professor tutor 
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a) Someone who teaches at a university lecture  

b) Someone who has a college degree ____ 

c) The head of a school ____ 

d) Someone who studies at primary or secondary school ____ 

e) The most important teacher in a university department ____ 

f) Someone who teaches one student or a very small class ____ 

g) Someone in the same class as yourself ____ 

h) Someone who trains a sports team ____ 

i) Someone who writes the question papers of an examination ____ 

j) Someone who drives but has not yet passed a driving test ____ 

 

4. Complete each sentence (a-j) with a suitable ending (1-10). Use each ending 

once.  

a) Joe was absent most of the time __4__  

b) Sue wanted to do the experiment for herself ____ 

c) James was a very gifted pupil ____ 

d) Lucy couldn't find a duster to clean the board ____ 

e) Dave could pick up languages very easily ____ 

f) Brenda wanted to leave space for corrections ____ 

g) Tony didn' t pay attention in class ____ 

h) Helen was educated at home by her parents ____ 

i) Brian attended evening classes in photography ____ 

j) Cathy wanted to get into university ____ 

 

1 so he didn' t have any problems passing his exams. ____ 

2 so he started talking in French after only a few days. ____ 

3 so she had to study for the entrance examinations. ____ 

4 so his name was removed from the register. ____ 

5 so he didn' t go out with his friends much during the week. ____ 

6 so she wrote her answers in the corner. ____ 

7 so she didn't have many friends of her own age. ____ 

8 so she wrote everything on alternate lines. ____ 

9 so she went to the science laboratory. ____ 

10 so he could never remember what the teacher had said. ____ 

 

5. Choose the most suitable word or phrase to complete each sentence.  

a) Helen's parents were very pleased when they read her school __A__  

A) report B) papers C) diploma D) account  

b) Martin has quite a good____ of physics.  
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A) result B) pass C) understanding D) head  

c) In Britain, children start____ school at the age of five.  

A) kindergarten B) secondary C) nursery D) primary  

d) Edward has a ____in French from Leeds University.  

A) certificate B) degree C) mark D) paper  

e) My favourite____ at school was history.  

A) topic B) class C) theme D) subject  

f) It's time for a break. The bell has ____ 

A) gone off B) struck C) rung D) sounded  

g) Our English teacher ____us some difficult exercises for homework.  

A) set B) put C) obliged D) made  

h) Before you begin the exam paper, always read the ____carefully.  

A) orders B) instructions C) rules D) answers  

i) If you want to pass the examination, you must study ____ 

A) hard B) enough C) thoroughly D) rather  

j) Most students have quite a good sense of their own ____ 

A) grasp B) ability C) idea D) information  

 

6. Use the word given in capitals at the end of each line to form a word that fits in 

the space in the same line.  

School report  

Margaret started English Literature this term, and I  

am afraid that her (1) introduction to the subject has not been INTRODUCE  

entirely (2) ____ She has not shown much enthusiasm, SUCCESS  

and does not always pay (3) ____ in class. Her assignments ATTEND  

are often (4) ____ , because she is so untidy, and because READ  

of her (5) ____to check her work thoroughly. She failed FAIL  

to do any (6) ____ before the end of term test, and had REVISE  

poor results. She seems to have the (7) ____ idea that MISTAKE  

she can succeed without studying. She has also had many  

(8) ____and has frequently arrived late for class. This ABSENT  

has resulted in several (9) ____. Although PUNISH  

Margaret is a (10) ____student in some respects, she GIFT  

has not had a satisfactory term.  

 

7. Complete each sentence with a form of do, make or take.  

a) Have you done exercise 3 yet?  

b) I can't come this afternoon. I'm____ an English exam.  

c) Jack has____ very well this term.  

d) I'm afraid that you haven' t ____any progress.  
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e) Sue didn' t know the answer, so she ____a guess.  

f) You all look tired. Let's ____a break.  

g) This is a good composition, but you have____ a lot of errors.  

h) I think you should ____yourself more seriously.  

i) The teacher gave a lecture, and the class____ notes.  

j) Paul finds maths difficult, but he____ his best.  

 

8. Complete each sentence with a word beginning as shown. Each space represents 

one letter. 

a) Charles has a good knowledge the subject. 

b) These children are badly behaved! They need more d____. 

c) Everyone agrees that a good e____ is important. 

d) If you don't know a word, look it up in your d____. 

e) Maths is easy if you are allowed to use a с____. 

f) Keith spent four years studying at u____. 

g) Some apes seem to have as much i____as humans! 

h) I find listening с____tests rather difficult. 

i) At the age of eleven I went to s____school. 

j) I enjoyed doing e____in the laboratory. 

 

9. Complete each sentence with one suitable word. 

a) If you have a problem, put __up__ your hand. 

b) Please pay attention____what your teacher says. 

c) Mary has a degree ____civil engineering. 

d) David was punished____throwing chalk at the teacher. 

e) I was very good____maths when I was at school. 

f) What's the answer if you multiply 18____16? 

g) We had to write a composition____ 'Our Ideal School'. 

h) Please write this____your exercise books. 

i) You might not understand things even if you learn them ____heart. 

j) jWhen Sue visited Italy, she soon picked ____the language. 

 

10.  Decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each space.  

Learning how to learn 

There is usually one important (1)__C.__missing from most school 

(2) ____Very few students are (3) ____how to organize their 

learning, and how to (4) ____the best use of their time. Let's take some 

simple (5) ____. Do you know how to (6) ____.up words in a 

dictionary, and do you understand all the (7) ____.the dictionary 

contains? Can you (8) ____notes quickly, and can you understand 
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them (9) ____? For some reason, many schools give learners no 

(10) ____ with these matters. Teachers ask students to (11) ____ 

pages from books, or tell them to write ten pages, but don't explain 

(12) ____to do it. Learning by (13) ____can be useful, but it is important to have a 

genuine (14) ____of a subject. You can (15) ____a lot of time memorizing 

books, without understanding anything about the subject! 

 

1) A theme B book C subject D mark 

2) A agendas B timetables C terms D organizations 

3) A taught B learnt C educated D graduated 

4) A take B give C get D make 

5) A sentences B results C rules D examples 

6) A find B look C research D get 

7) A information B advise C subjects D themes 

8) A do B send C make D revise 

9) A after B afterwards C lastly D at last 

10) A teaching B ability C instruction D help 

11) A concentrate B remind C forget D memorize 

12) A how B what C why D it 

13) A the way B heart C now D law 

14) A information B success C understanding D attention 

15) A pass B waste C tell D use 

 

Work and employment 

1. Match each job in box A with a place in box B. More than one answer may be 

possible. 

A cashier farmer mechanic photographer receptionist cook hairdresser 
miner pilot vicar dentist librarian musician porter waiter 
В bank garage studio kitchen coal-mine cockpit hotel office 
surgery salon field concert hall restaurant church library 
 

2. Match each job from the box with the sentence which best refers to the job. 
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accountant chef estate agent plumber refuse collector 

firefighter carpenter vet 

a) Yesterday I had to give an injection to an injured bull. __vet__ 

b) I get rather tired of picking up rubbish all day. ____   

c) I can help you sell your house. ____   

d) I can make new doors for the wardrobe if you like. ____   

e) Make sure that the fish is fresh by looking at the eyes. ____   

f) I'll come round and replace all the pipes in the kitchen. ____   

g) Unless you keep the receipts you'll pay more tax. ____   

h) The cause was either an electrical fault or a cigarette. ____ 

   

3. Which person from 1 and 2 above would you need in each situation? 

a) One of the radiators has burst and flooded your bedroom.__plumber__ 

b) You have to carry a lot of heavy bags at the airport. ____ 

c) You think you need three fillings. ____ 

d) Your fringe is too long and you want a perm. ____ 

e) The floorboards in the living room need replacing. ____. 

f) Your pet goat has started sneezing. ____ 

g) You have read the menu twice and you are feeling hungry.____ 

h) Your car makes a funny whistling noise. ____ 

 

4. Complete each sentence with a word from the box. Use the words more than 

once. 

business job living work 

 

a) Jack makes his__.living __ working as a journalist. 

b) She has just left to go to ____, I'm afraid. 

c) They worked very hard and now have their own ____ 

d) There are still nearly two million people without ____ 

e) The cost of____ has risen greatly over recent years. 

f) Stop interfering! This is none of your____  

g) Lucy has a very good____in an international company. 

h) I can't come out tonight. I've got too much____to do. 

i) Some ____-men came and dug a hole in the road outside. 

j) An early____by Picasso was sold for ₤3,000,000. 

 

5. Complete each sentence with a word from the box. 

call draw fall get take come face fill go turn 
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a) I think we should __go__ over our plan again before we tell the managing 

director. 

b)  Have you____up with any ideas for advertising the new products? 

c)  Our deal with the Chinese company may____through, but we can sell the 

machinery to the German firm if necessary. 

d) You have to in this form, and return it to____ the manager. 

e) She didn't ____on with her boss, so she left the company. 

f)  If they don't give us a better price, we'll ____down their offer. 

g)  I'm afraid we have to____up to the fact that we are losing money. 

h) Our lawyers are going to ____up a new contract tomorrow. 

i) A multinational company is trying to ____over our firm, but we want to stay 

independent. 

j) We had to____off  the office party because of the economic situation. 

 

6. Complete each sentence (a-h) with a suitable ending (1-8). Use each ending 

once. 

a)  If you work hard, the company will give you.__4 __ 

b)  In a different job I could get a higher.____  

c)  The best way to find new staff is to put a/an. ____   

d)  Because he had stolen the money, we decided that____   

e)  She has a pleasant personality but hasn't got the right____   

f)  In the meeting we are going to discuss the____  

g)  I think it would be a good idea to send in your____   

h)  We cannot give you the job without ____  

 

1. qualifications for a job of this kind. 

2. advertisement in the local press on Friday. 

3. application for the job as soon as possible. 

4. promotion to a more responsible position. 

5. references from your previous employer. 

6. dismissing him was the only possible action we could take. 

7. salary and better conditions of employment. 

8. appointment of a new sales representative. 

 

7. Use the word given in capitals at the end of each line to form a word that fits in 

the space in the same line. 

Leaving a job 

I recently left my job in an____agency ADVERTISEMENT 

after a disagreement with my boss. She accepted my 

(2) ____but warned me that because of the                  RESIGN 
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(3) ____situation, I might have to get used to the         ECONOMY 

idea of being (4) ____for a while. I thought that she    EMPLOY 

was trying to make a point, but after I had made over 

fifty (5) ____to other companies, I realised that she    APPLY 

was right. Although I am a (6) ____designer, I         QUALIFICATIONS 

didn't receive any offers of a job. After that I tried 

working from home, but it was not very (7) ____Then         PROFIT 

I became an (8) ____in a fast-food restaurant,                 EMPLOY 

even though my (9) ____.were extremely low.                 EARN 

I wish I had accepted early (10) ____from my old job.    RETIRE 

That is what I disagreed with my boss about! 

 

8. Underline the most suitable word or phrase. 

a)  The building workers were paid their income/salary/wages every Friday. 

b)  She's only been here three weeks. It's a/an overtime/temporary job. 

c)  When he retired he received a monthly bonus/pension/reward. 

d)  Apparently she earns/gains/wins over ₤60,000 a year. 

e)  While the boss is away, Sue will be in charge/in control/in place of the 

office. 

f)  Could I have two days away/off/out next week to visit my mother? 

g)  Paul was always arriving late, and in the end he was pushed/sacked/thrown. 

h)  When I left the job, I had to hand in my application/dismissal/notice three 

weeks beforehand. 

i)  How much exactly do you do/make/take in your new job? 

j) If you have to travel on company business, we will pay your 

costs/expenses/needs. 

 

9. Rewrite each sentence so that it contains the word or words given, and so that 

the meaning stays the same. Do not change the words given in any way. 

Terry works in a different place now.  JOB 

Terry has a different job now. 

A good boss looks after everyone in the company. EMPLOYER 

I am sure you will learn a lot in this job. EXPERIENCE 

This job is a good way to earn money, but that's all. LIVING 

The firm gave me a rise after I had worked there a year. RAISED 

The company was profitable last year. MADE 

I had to be interviewed at head office. ATTEND 

My annual salary is ₤2,000. A YEAR 

Jill is employed by a firm of accountants. WORKS  

We advertised the job in the paper. PUT 
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10.  Decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each space. 

Choosing a job 

One of the most difficult decisions is choosing what to do for a 

(1)__B__For example, do you want to follow a definite 

2( ) ____, and (3) ____ a low (4) ____at the beginning, 

but have good (5) ____in  a company that trains its (6) ____? 

Or are you more interested in taking any kind of work, because you need a/an (7) 

____? You may have to (8) ____the fact that a good (9 ) ____can be difficult to 

find. In that case, why not take a (10 ) ____one? You will gain some useful (11) 

____ Remember that even if you have the right (12) ____, you may have to (13 ) 

____lots of application forms before you are asked to (14 ) ____an interview. But 

don't worry if you don't know what you want to (15)____ exactly. You'll enjoy 

finding out! 

  

1) A salary B living C employee D work 

2) A company B training C business D career 

3) A earn B gain C win D take 

4) A money B profit C cheque D salary 

5) A hopes B prospects C futures D promotions 

6) A employers B crew C staff D persons 

7) A money B cash C account D income 

8) A face up to B go over C come up with D call off 

9) A work B labour C job D seat 

10) A temporary B overtime C profitable D short 

11) A experiences B experienced C experience D experiencing 

12) A qualifications B exams C letters D degrees 

13) A fall through B get on C turn down D fill in 

14) A be B attend C make D advertise 

15) A work B job C do D employ 
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Travel and holidays 

 

1. Complete each sentence with a word from the box. 

buffet coach station departure lounge harbour quay cabin deck destination platform 

runway 

a) Most of the young people on the boat slept on the __deck__ in their sleeping 

bags. 

b) As the train drew in to the station, Terry could see her sister waiting on 

the____ 

c) I was so nervous about flying that I left my bag in the ____ 

d) By the time I got to the____, the bus to Scotland had left. 

e) As soon as the boat left the____, the storm began. 

f) We hadn't had anything to eat, but luckily there was a____on the train. 

g) I'm afraid there is only one first-class free____on the boat. 

h) Tim reached Paris safely, but his luggage didn't reach its____  

i) There was a queue of cars on the____, waiting for the car-ferry to the island. 

j) Our plane nearly crashed into a fire-engine on the ____ 

 

2. Underline the most suitable word or words. 

a) David's plane was cancelled/delayed by thick fog. 

b) The ship's owner agreed to give the crew/passengers a pay-rise. 

c) The plane from Geneva has just grounded/landed. 

d) We hope that you will enjoy your flight/flying. 

e) Because of heavy snow, their plane was diverted/deviated to Luton. 

f) I won't be long. I'm just packing my last luggage/suitcase. 

g) You have to check in/check up an hour before the plane leaves. 

h) All duty free goods must be declared/surrendered at customs. 

i) The plane took off/took up and was soon high over the city. 

j) I bought a simple/single ticket, as I was going to return by car. 

k) A sign above the seats in the plane says 'Fasten your life belt/seat belt'. 

l) On the plane the flight attendant/waitress brought me a newspaper. 

 

3. Use a word or words from exercises 1 or 2 to complete each sentence. The word 

may be in a different form. 

a) I had to __cancel__ my tickets, because I was ill and couldn't travel. 

b) The train for London is now arriving at ____three. 

c) The plane____on time but arrived half an hour late. 

d) We finally reached our____after travelling all day. 

e) It was hard to find a seat on the train as there were so many____ 

f) While we were waiting at the station we had a bite to eat in the____ 
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g) I felt seasick so I went to my____and tried to sleep. 

h) Do you want a return ticket, or a ____? 

i) The customs officer asked Bill if he had anything to____.  

j) There is a small____here for fishing boats and yachts. 

k) How much____can I take with me on the plane? 

l) The 8.55 from Hull will be 30 minutes late. We apologise for the____ 

 

4. Match the words in the box with a suitable definition (a-j). 

an expedition a flight a tour a voyage a package tour 

an itinerary a trip travel a cruise a crossing 

a) A journey by ship for pleasure a __cruise__  

b) A journey by plane____  

c) The plan of a journey____ 

d) An informal word for journey. Sometimes meaning a short journey____ 

e) A journey for a scientific or special purpose____   

f) A holiday which includes organised travel and accommodation____  

g) Taking journeys, as a general idea____ 

h) A journey by sea____  

i) An organised journey to see the sights of a place___ 

j) A journey from one side of the sea to the other____ 

 

5. Use a word from 4 in each sentence. 

a) The travel agent will send you the __itinerary__ for your trip. 

b) My neighbours went on a guided____of Rome. 

c) Last time I went from England to France we had a very rough____  

d) The first prize in the competition is a luxury Mediterranean____  

e) When you go on a/an____, you pay one price for everything. 

f) The college organized a/an____.to search for the ancient ruins. 

g) Olympic announces the arrival of____OA 269 from Athens. 

h) The Titanic sank on its first____in 1912. 

i) ____is one of my main interests. 

j) Mr Dean is away on a business____at the moment. Can I help you? 

 

6. Replace the words in italics in each sentence with a word from the box. 

camp-site book hostel accommodation double room hitch-hike a- fortnight guest-

house vacancy porter 

camp-site book hostel accommodation double room hitch-hike a fortnight guest-

house vacancy porter 

 

a) I stayed in France for two weeks last year. __a fortnight__ 
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b) It's difficult to find anywhere to stay here in the summer.____  

c) We had no money so we had to get lifts in other people's cars. ____ 

d) I'd like a room for the night please. A room for two people____  

e) The place where we stayed wasn't a hotel but a private house where you pay 

to stay and have meals. ____  

f) I'd like to reserve three single rooms for next week, please. ____ 

g) It was raining, and we couldn't find a place to put our tent. ____  

h) I'd like a room for the night, please. Do you have a pee one? ____ 

i) The school has its own place for students to stay. ____ 

j) We gave a tip to the person who carried our bags in the hotel____  

 

7. Use a dictionary to find compound words beginning sea-. Complete each 

sentence with one of these words. 

a) Last year we didn't go to the mountains. We went to the __seaside__ 

instead. 

b) There's a restaurant near the harbour that serves wonderful____  

c) The beach was covered in piles of smelly green____  

d) This town is very high up. It's a thousand metres above ____ 

e) We drove along the but we couldn't find anywhere to park. ____ 

f) Tourists were throwing bread to the flying behind the ship. ____ 

g) Luckily I had taken some travel pills so I didn't feel____  

h) Children were building sand castles on the. ____ 

 

8. Choose the most suitable word or phrase to complete each sentence. 

a) They __C__all day swimming and sunbathing at the beach. 

A)did B) used C) spent D) occupied 
b) The hotel room over a beautiful garden. 

A) viewed out B) faced up C) opened up D) looked out 
c) We didn't to the station in time to catch the train. 

A)get B) reach C) arrive D) make 
d) I was in such a hurry that I left one of my bags.  

A)out B) aside C) on D) behind 
e) Mr Hill had his money stolen and couldn't his hotel bill. 

A)pay up B) pay C) pay for D) pay out 
f) Jane lost her case. It did not have a/an with her name on. 

A)ticket B) poster C) label D) identification 
g) Take the bus, and at Oxford Circus. 

A) get out B) get off C)get down D) get away 
h) I was too tired to my suitcase. 

A)unpack B) empty C) put out D) disorder 
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i) On the first day of our holiday we just by the hotel pool. 

A)enjoyed B) calmed C) comforted D) relaxed 
j) The wind was blowing so much that we couldn't our tent. 

A)raise B) put up C) make up D) build 

 

9. Rewrite each sentence, beginning as given, so that it contains an expression with 

have. 

a) I sunbathed for a while, and then went swimming. 

I sunbathed for a while, and then .__I had a swim__  

b) I really enjoyed my holiday last year. 

I____  

c) David crashed his car while he was driving to Spain. 

David____ 

d) When we left, Maria wished us a safe journey. 

'Goodbye', said Maria, 'and____  

e) Most of the people on the beach were wearing very little. 

Most of the people on the beach____  

f) We couldn't decide about our holiday but then Sue thought of something.  

We couldn't decide about our holiday until Sue____ 

g) There was a party at Martin's house last night. 

Martin ____  

h)  Brenda couldn't go away for the weekend because she was busy. 

 Brenda couldn't go away for the weekend because she____  

i)  Ian didn't know how to water-ski, but he gave it a try. 

 Ian didn't know how to water-ski but he____  

k)  Laura suspected that the hotel food was going to be bad____ 

Laura____ 

 

10. Decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each space. 
Holidays 
Is it better to go on a package (1)__B__, or  to (2)____on your own? I suppose the 

answer depends on what kind of (3) ____you are. A complicated tour organized 

by a travel (4)____has  some advantages. You have a/an (5)____ , which gives

 you definite (6)____ and arrival dates, and a list of all your (7) ____.The 

(8)____may be cheaper, as it has been (9)____in advance, so you spend less time 
worrying about where you are going to (10) ____If you book your own hotel, you 

might have trouble finding a/an (11)____, unless you are going to stay for a 

(12)____, for example. On the other hand, organizing your own (13)____can be 

fun. Many students (14) ____or  buy cheap train tickets, and (15)____the 

night in student hostels or guest-houses. 



75 
 

 

1 A travel B tour C journey D cruise 

2 A travel B trip C voyage D tourist 

3 A voyager B passenger C tourist D mover 

4, A office B agent C tour D operation 

5 A timetable B scheme C notice D itinerary 

6 A departure B parting C leave D quitting 

7 A cancellations B expeditions C organisations D destinations 

8 A bedrooms B staying C flat D accommodation 

9 A preserved B booked C reservation D hotels 

10 A stay B pass C live D cross 

11 A empty B free C vacancy D available 

12 A fortnight B daytime C fifteen days D passage 

13 A voyage B expedition C trip D package 

14 A auto-stop B hitch-hike C lift D journey 

is, A have B at C for D spend 

 
Vehicles and transport 

 

1. Complete each sentence with a word from the box. 

captain crew flight attendant  guard pedestrian  conductor driver 

chauffeur motorist cyclist mechanic traffic warden 

 

a) The company chairman has a Rolls-Royce driven by a __ chauffeur__ 

b) When my car broke down a passing___towed it to a garage. 

c) The police wanted me to describe the____of the car. 

d) The four passengers on the ship had dinner with the____.  

e) The train couldn't leave until the____waved his green flag. 

f) Hilary was given a parking ticket by a____  

g) Before take-off, the_____told me to fasten my seat belt. 

h) When I got on the ship, one of the ____helped me find my cabin. 

i) There isn't a____on this bus, you pay the driver. 

j) Eddie is a keen ____and rides his bike to work every day. 

k) The bus mounted the pavement and injured a ____ 

l) Jim works as a ____in a local garage.  

 

2. Complete the labels with suitable words from the box. 

roof rack bonnet bumper tyre exhaust windscreen wheel 
engine headlight mirror steering wheel aerial boot wiper wing 
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3. Choose the most suitable word or phrase to complete each sentence. 

a) The ship stopped because two passengers had fallen B  

A) upside down B) overboard C) underground D) inside out 
b) The .was crowded with passengers waiting for the train. 

A) platform B) quay C) runway D) pavement 
c) We had to stop for petrol at a filling.  

A) garage B) service C) pump D) station 
d) Mary looked up the fastest train to Glasgow in the  

A) catalogue B) timetable C) dictionary D) programme 
e) The train was very crowded because there were only four.  

A) coaches B) waggons C) trucks D) cars 
f) Peter's car. off the icy road and fell into a ditch. 

A) crashed B) collided C) hit D) skidded 
g) I dropped my wallet from the boat but luckily it  

A) drifted B) floated C) sank D) rescued 
h) Everything went dark when the train entered a/an  

A) underground B) tunnel C) tube D) metro 
i) David missed his train because of the queue in the ticket  

A) office B) agency C) room D) lounge 
     j)To get to our hotel we had to cross the railway  

A) road B) route C) rails D) line 
 

4. Use the word given in capitals at the end of each line to form a word that fits in 

the space in the same line. 

A letter of apology 
I am writing to apologise for the (1)__ cancellation__ of your Happy CANCEL 
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Holiday Coach Tour to Aberdeen. (2) ____our luxury   FORTUNE 
coach was involved in a (3) ____in France a week ago,   COLLIDE 
and our driver has been (4) ____obliged to remain there   EXPECT 
for the moment. The coach was travelling on a road (5) ____ SUIT 
for heavy traffic, and the accident was (6) ____ Luckily AVOID 
none of the passengers suffered any (7) ____, and we have INJURE 
complained to the authorities that the road needs (8) ____. WIDE 
Our new coach will be fitted with (9) ____ seat belts for ADJUST 
the safety and comfort of passengers. We will of course 
return the (10) ____you have made for your holiday as  PAY 
soon as possible. 
 

5. Complete each sentence with sail or ship, or a word formed from one of these 

words. 

a) Jack has been working as a __sailor__ for ten years. 

b) We're all flying home but our furniture is being____ 

c) What time does the ferry set____? 

d) We are expecting a____of coffee from Brazil this week. 

e) We have decided to go for a____tomorrow afternoon. 

f) When Paul was young, he____round the world. 

g) It's time you were aboard____.We're leaving soon. 

h) Do you like____ ? Or do you prefer water-skiing? 

i) Graham works in the harbour as a____clerk. 

j) The boats on the lake had brightly coloured ____ 
 

6. Match the words in the box with a suitable description (a-j).  

 

chain  gear  parachute  bonnet  cockpit handlebars 

brakes  deck  gear  wings 

 

 

a) An aeroplane has two of these __wings__ 

b) Change this in a car to change speed ____ 

c) Hold these when you ride a bicycle. ____ 

d) This will save your life if you fall from a plane. ____ 

e) You need these to row a boat ____ 

f) This might be on a bicycle or around your neck ____ 

g) Put these on if you want to stop. ____  

h) Your car engine is usually under this ____ 

i) Walk on this when you are on a ship. ____ 
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j) The pilot of a plane sits in this ____ 
 

7. Complete each sentence with one suitable word. 

a) I'm really __looking__forward to sailing in Jean's new yacht. 

b) In cities, cars and other vehicles____up most of the space. 

c) We'll come with the van and____up the rest of the furniture. 

d) When the storm began, the small boat____for the nearest harbour. 

e) How can you___up with all those exhaust fumes! 

f) We can't____up with that speedboat in this rowing boat! 

g) Jane likes____off by driving her sports car at 100 miles an hour. 

h) A fire engine arrived and soon____out the fire. 

i) Little Johnny is in the garden____out his new tricycle. 

j) One way of____with pollution is to use unleaded petrol. 

8. Decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each space. 

Past, present and future 

A hundred years ago, most people travelled (1) __B__foot, by train, or on 

horseback. (2)____had made it possible to travel rapidly over long distances. 

Bicycles were also becoming (3)____, after the invention of the air-filled (4)____, 

which made cycling a lot more comfortable. Buses, trams and (5)____railways had 

already been invented, and cities all over the world already had traffic (6)____. 

There were very few private cars, and city (7) ____were still full of horses. What a 

difference a hundred years have (8)____! (9) ____we have got (10)____ to the 

problem of private cars, and some cities are so noisy and (11)____ that in many 

places (12)____ have been banned from the city centre. How will we be travelling 

in a hundred years' time? Perhaps (13) ____then there will be only personal 

helicopters. There may be no need to (14) ____to work or school in the future, 

since everyone will have a computer at home. There might even be more people 

walking and horse-riding, for pleasure and (15)____  

 
1) A by B on C with D to 

2) A Tracks B Lines C Ways D Railways 

3) A popular B invented C then D handlebars 

4) A boot B brake C tyre D engine 

5) A metro B buried C underground D submerged 

6) A blocks B sticks C knots D jams 

7) A streets B pavements C lawns D carts 

8) A taken B done C made D got 
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9) A Presently B Nowadays C Then D Later 

10) A more B them C motorists D used 

11) A even B polluted C so D poisoned 

12) A vehicles B traffic C transport D trips 

13) A cars B by C even D transport 

14) A have B transport C decide D commute 

15) A exercise B keep fit C energy D healthy 

 

Entertainment and the arts 

1.Underline the most suitable word or phrase. 

a) I like this book, and I've read six capitals/chapters/prefaces already. 

b) It's not a proper drawing, only a rough/plan/sketch. 

c) The play is very long but there are three breaks/intervals/rests. 

d) At the cinema I don't like sitting too near the film/screen/stage. 

e) We heard a piece by Mozart performed by a German band/group/orchestra. 

f) Her second book was very popular and became a best buy/seller/volume. 

g) I like the painting but I can't stand its ugly border/frame/square. 

h) Robert's new book will be broadcast/published/typed in August. 

i) I liked the acting, and the costumes/dressing/outfits were good too. j) The 

best act/place/scene in the film is when Jack meets Kate. 

 

2. Complete each sentence with a word from the box. Use each word once only. 

announcer composer critic editor playwright author conductor director novelist 

sculptor 
a)  The orchestra would not be so successful with a different __conductor__ 

b)  I want a book on art, but I don't know the name of the ____ 

c)  We must see the new film by that Italian____  

d)  The____said that the sports programme is on after the news. 

e)  Harry writes for the theatre, but he is not only a ____ 

f)  We saw some interesting metal objects made by a French____  

g)  That's a nice piece of music. Who is the____? 

h)  Peter Smith was the only____who wrote in praise of the film. 

i)  Charles Dickens is probably the best known British____  

j) The____of the newspaper usually decides what it contains. 
 
3. Complete each sentence by putting in, on, at or out of in each space. 
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a) Harry Smith is hard __at __work writing his new screenplay. 

b) The music was terrible and the singer was ____tune. 

c) I can't tell what that is____the background of the picture. 

d) Jane's new book is coming out ____paperback next year. 

e) Is there anything good____Channel 4 this evening? 

f) The school put on Hamle.____modern dress. 

g) The critics found Joe's kind of writing rather____date. 

h) In the last scene, all the actors are____stage  together. 

 

4. Complete each sentence with a word from the box. Use each word once only. 

current  electric humorous modern public special dull gripping live popular readable 

still 

 

a) No recording can be as good as a __live__ concert in my opinion. 

b) It was a very ____story and made me laugh a lot. 

c) I couldn't put that book down, it had such a ____plot. 

d) Most people find it difficult to understand ____art. 

e) My favourite television programmes are about____affairs. 

f) Of course it's possible to like both classical and____music. 

g) Everyone enjoyed the____effects in the Star Wars films. 

h) I don't buy books because there's a good____library nearby. 

i) We both found it a very____film I'm afraid. 

j) George doesn't paint people, but mainly does____life paintings. 
k) It was an interesting book, and very____  
l) Unfortunately the boy upstairs is learning the____guitar. 

 

5. Choose the most suitable word or phrase to complete each sentence. 

a) Susan's first painting was a/an __A__portrait. 

A) self  B) own C) selfish D) auto 

b) We all enjoyed the play so much that we for ten minutes. 

A) booed B) screamed C) applauded D) handed 

c) Peter sings every Sunday in the local church  

A) concert B) chorus C) opera D) choir 

d) I bought this book mainly because it has a very attractive  

A) folder B) cover C) coat D) wrapping 

e) The play was a success and had very good in the papers. 

A) reviews B) critics C) advertisements D) notes 

f) If you can't find what you are looking for in the book, use the  

A) preface B) directory C) list D) index 

g) The average watches television for about 15 hours a week. 
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A) viewer B) audience C) spectator D) observer 

h) First we see their faces from far away, and then we see a  

A) side by side B) foreground C) replay D) close up 

i) Please note that the next programme is for children. 

A) unusual B) unsuitable C) unmistakable D) unreasonable 

j) All the members of the had a party after the play was over. 

A)scene B) cast C) circle D) drama 

 

6. Use the word given in capitals at the end of each line to form a word that fits in 

the space in the same line. 

The school play 

Congratulations to all involved with the school (1) __production__of    PRODUCE 

The Woman Next Door. The (2)____was carried out by the  ADVERTISE 

Art Department, and the posters were very (3) ____We   IMAGINE 

certainly have some very (4) ____students in our school! ART 

Many people helped with building and painting the (5) ____ SCENE 

and the play was written by the English Department, who 

managed to create an (6) ____story, with excellent songs. AMUSE 

The music was written by Sue Porter, who also (7)____.the  COMPANY 

singers on the piano. Everyone enjoyed a thoroughly (8) ____ ENTERTAIN 

evening, and there was a long round of (9) ____at the end.  APPLAUD 

Jim Barrett gave a brilliant (10) ____ as Sergeant Moss, and   PERFORM 

Liz Aitken was a delightful Mrs Jump. Well done everyone! 

 

7. Complete the compound word in each sentence with a word from the box. Use 

each word once only. 

back  book  fair  operas  rehearsal  biography 

circle  ground  piece   scripts 

 

a) Edward's third book is usually considered his master__piece__.  

b) A lot of people enjoy watching soap____on television. 

c) I found the Prime Minister's auto____very interesting. 

d) Some of the actors still did not know their lines at the dress____  

e) I won't buy the book until it comes out in paper____.  

f) We had very good seats in the dress____  

g) There is a black cat painted in the fore____of the picture. 

h) Writing film____is rather like writing for the theatre. 

i) I was fined because I forgot to return my library____  

j) The scene showed them on a roundabout in a children's fun____  
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8. Replace the verbs in italics with a verb from the box. Do not change the 

meaning. Change the verb form where necessary. 
call off go over pick up take over turn up come out look up put on take up work out 

a) My radio doesn't receive the BBC World Service very easily. 

b) Our school is going to do 'The Tempest' next month. 

c)  The management cancelled the performance an hour before the opening. 

d)  I searched for the reference in the index. 

e)  I can't hear the radio. Can you make it louder? 

f)  Colin's new book is published next week. 

g)  The conductor studied the music carefully before the concert. 

h)  The publishing company was bought by a Japanese firm. 

i) I like detective stories where I can't think who committed the murder! 
j)  Jim has started painting as a hobby. 

 
9. Decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each space. Why read books? 

Is it worth reading books, (1)__D__nowadays there are so many other forms of   

(2)____? Some people say that even (3)____books are expensive, and not 

everyone can (4)____books from a library. They might add that television is more 

(5)____and that viewers can relax as they watch their favourite (6)____.All that 

may be true, but books are still very (7)____.They encourage the reader to use his 

or her for a start. You can read a (9)____of  a book, or just a few pages, and then 

stop. Of course, it may be so (10)____that you can't stop! There are many different 

kinds of books, so you can choose a crime (11) ____or an autobiography, or a book  

which gives you interesting (12)____. If you find it hard to choose, you can read 

(13)____, or ask friends for ideas. Personally, I can't (14)____without books, but I 

can (15)____up television easily enough. You can't watch television at bus stops! 

 

1) A in B or C why D since 
2) A entertain B entertainment C entertained D entertaining 

3) A paperback B the C so D when 

4) A borrow B buy C lend D take 

5) A excited B excitable C exciting D excitement 

6) A ones B programmes C episodes D cereals 

7) A too B public C live D popular 

8) A imagination B author C index D amusement 

9) A capital B head C chapter D cover 

10) A current B imagined C interest D gripping 

11) A history B novel C booklet D poetry 

12) A advise B idea C information D fact 

13) A announcements B gossip C reviews D prefaces 

14) Ado B make C have D take 15) A pick B look C give D turn 
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2.2 СОДЕРЖАНИЕ ЗАЧЕТНО-ЭКЗАМЕНАЦИОННОЙ СЕССИИ 

 

The list of prepared talking points  

for the winter exam in English speech practice. 

1. Describe your time of study with BSU, speak on our university. What is 

being a student for you? 

2. University education in Britain and the USA. 

3.  Taking exams is an important part of studies. Share your ideas on how to 

pass them successfully. 

4.  Interviewing for a job. How to shine at a job interview. Describe your job 

interview. 

5. Getting a job (What are the reasons for people to work? What things should 

you consider before choosing a job? What kind of work would you like to 

have?) 

6. Career prospects for language students. Teaching as a career. 

7.  We all need a change of scenes. But why do people travel? Speak on types 

of holidays and means of travelling that appeal to you. 

8. My holiday of a lifetime / The holiday that turned out to be a disaster. 

 

The list of prepared talking points  

for the summer exam in English speech practice.  

 

1. What is your idea of a typical Englishman? 

2. What is your idea of a typical American? 

3. What is your idea of a typical Belarusian? 

4. England is a country of great attraction for tourists. 

5. Wales is a country of great attraction for tourists. 

6. Scotland is a country of great attraction for tourists.  

7. London offers much to culture-hunters.(museums, the Tower of London, St 

Paul’s cathedral, Picadilly Circus) 

8. The spirit of London: past and present side by side. 

9. Welcome to Minsk/my native place. 

10. Belarus is a country of great attraction for tourists. 

11. I find city life/country life particularly appealing to me because… 

12. Speak about the safety rules while driving. Describe a road accident you 

witnessed.  

13. Speak about the performance you will never forget. 

14. Theatre is a wonderful world not only for theatre-goers. 

15. Speak about the kinds of films and your favourite one. 

 
 

  



84 
 

Образец билета для приема экзамена 

BELARUSIAN STATE UNIVERSITY  
 

 (назва ВНУ) 
 

Э к з а м е н а ц ы й н ы  б і л е т  №  1 

Дысцыпліна «Практика устной и письменной речи английского 

языка» 

2 курс “современные иностранные языки” 

_____________________________ 

 
Зімовая экзаменацыйная сесія 2016 - 2017     навучальнага 

года Вясновая  
  
1. Speak on the following prepared topic: what is your idea of a typical 
Englishman? 
 
2. In your opinion when a town becomes a city? 
 
3. Act out the suggested situation. 
 
4. Translate into English card  № 1. 
 
Загадчык кафедры _________________ Выкладчык ___________________            
 
Дата зацвярджэння _26.04.2017 
протокол№9______________________________  

 

  



85 
 

2.3 КРИТЕРИИ ОЦЕНКИ ЗНАНИЙ И ПРАКТИЧЕСКИХ 

НАВЫКОВ СТУДЕНТОВ ПО 10-БАЛЬНОЙ ШКАЛЕ 

 

 

Балл Требования к знаниям и умениям студента 

 

10 

- систематизированные, глубокие и полные знания по 

всем разделам учебной   программы,  а также  по  основным  

вопросам,   выходящих  за  ее пределы; 

- точное  использование научной терминологии  (в том 

числе на иностранном    языке),   стилистически    грамотное,   

логически   правильное изложение ответа на вопросы; 

- безупречное владение инструментарием учебной 

дисциплины, умение его эффективно использовать   в   

постановке   и   решении   научных   и профессиональных 

задач; 

- выраженная    способность    самостоятельно    и    

творчески    решать сложные проблемы в нестандартной 

ситуации; 

- полное   к   глубокое   усвоение   основной    и   

дополнительной литературы, рекомендованной учебной 

программой дисциплины; 

- умение ориентироваться в теориях, концепциях и 

направлениях по изучаемой дисциплине и давать им 

критическую оценку, использовать научные достижения 

других дисциплин; 

- творческая самостоятельная работа на практических, 

лабораторных занятиях, активное участие в групповых 

обсуждениях, высокий уровень культуры исполнения заданий. 

 

 

9 

- систематизированные, глубокие и полные знания по 

всем разделам учебной программы; 

- точное использование научной терминологии (в том 

числе на иностранном языке), стилистически грамотное, 

логически правильное изложение ответа на вопросы; 

- владение   инструментарием   учебной   дисциплины,   

умение   его эффективно использовать в постановке и 

решении научных и профессиональных задач; 

- способность самостоятельно и творчески решать 

сложные проблемы в нестандартной ситуации в рамках 
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учебной программы; 

- полное усвоение основной и дополнительной 

литературы, рекомендованной учебной программой 

дисциплины; 

- умение ориентироваться в основных теориях, 

концепциях и направлениях по изучаемой дисциплине и 

давать им критическую оценку; 

- самостоятельная работа на практических, лабораторных 

занятиях, творческое участие в групповых обсуждениях, 

высокий уровень культуры исполнения заданий. 

 

 

8 

- систематизированные,    глубокие    и    полные    знания    

по    всем поставленным вопросам в объеме учебной 

программы; 

- использование научной терминологии, стилистически 

грамотное и логически правильное изложение ответа на 

вопросы, умение делать обоснованные выводы; 

- владение инструментарием учебной дисциплины, 

умение его использовать в постановке и решении научных и 

профессиональных задач; 

- способность самостоятельно решать сложные проблемы в 

рамках учебной программы; 

- усвоение основной и дополнительной литературы, 

рекомендованной учебной программой дисциплины;                                     

- умение ориентироваться  в основных теориях,  концепциях и 

направлениях по изучаемой дисциплине и давать им 

критическую оценку с позиций     государственной     

идеологии     (по    дисциплинам социально-гуманитарного 

цикла); 

- активная самостоятельная работа на практических, 

лабораторных занятиях,   систематическое  участие   в  

групповых  обсуждениях,  высокий уровень культуры 

исполнения заданий. 

 

7 

- систематизированные, глубокие и полные знания по 

всем раздела учебной программы; 

- использование научной терминологии (в том числе на 

иностранном языке), лингвистически и логически правильное 

изложение ответа на вопросы, умение делать обоснованные 

выводы; 

- владение инструментарием учебной дисциплины, 
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умение, его использовать в постановке и решении научных и 

профессиональных задач; 

- усвоение      основной       и      дополнительном       

литературы рекомендованной учебной программой 

дисциплины; 

- умение ориентироваться   в   основных теориях,   

концепциях и направлениях по изучаемой дисциплине и 

давать им критическую оценку; 

- самостоятельная работа на практических, лабораторных 

занятиях, участие в групповых обсуждениях, высокий уровень 

культуры исполнения заданий. 

 

 

6 

- достаточно полные и систематизированные знания в 

объеме учебной программы; 

- грамотное, логически правильное изложение ответа на 

вопросы, умение делать обоснованные выводы; 

- владение    инструментарием    учебной   дисциплины,    

умение   его использовать в решении учебных и 

профессиональных задач; 

- способность самостоятельно применять типовые 

решения в рамках учебной программы; 

- усвоение    основной    литературы,     рекомендованной    

учебной программой дисциплины; 

- умение    ориентироваться    в    базовых   теориях,    

концепциях   и направлениях по изучаемой дисциплине и 

давать им сравнительную оценку: 

- активная самостоятельная работа на практических, 

лабораторных занятиях, периодическое участие в групповых 

обсуждениях, высокий уровень культуры исполнения заданий. 

 

 

5 

- достаточные знания в объеме учебной программы; 

- использование научной терминологии, стилистически 

грамотное, логически правильное изложение ответа на 

вопросы, умение делать выводы; 

- владение инструментарием учебной дисциплины, 

умение его использовать в решении учебных и 

профессиональных задач; 

- способность самостоятельно применять типовые 

решения в рамках учебной программы; 

- усвоение     основной     литературы,     рекомендованной     
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учебной программой дисциплины; 

- умение ориентироваться в базовых теориях, концепциях 

и направлениях по изучаемой дисциплине и давать им 

сравнительную оценку; 

- самостоятельная работа на практических, лабораторных 

занятиях, участие в групповых обсуждениях, высокий уровень 

культуры исполнения заданий. 

 

4 

(ЗАЧТЕНО) 

- достаточный объем знаний в рамках образовательного 

стандарта; 

- усвоение основной литературы, рекомендованной 

учебной программой дисциплины; 

- использование научной терминологии, стилистическое и 

логическое изложение ответа на вопросы, умение делать 

выводы без существенных ошибок; 

- владение инструментарием учебной дисциплины, умение его 

использовать 

в решении стандартных (типовых) задач; 

- умение  под  руководством  преподавателя  решать  

стандартные (типовые) задачи; 

- знание основных базовых теорий, концепций и 

направлений по изучаемой дисциплине и умение давать им 

оценку; 

 

3 

(НЕЗАЧТЕНО)  

- недостаточно полный объем знаний   в рамках 

образовательного стандарта; 

- знание  части   основной  литературы,   

рекомендованной  учебной программой дисциплины; 

- использование научной терминологии, изложение ответа 

на вопросы с существенными лингвистическими и 

логическими ошибками; 

- слабое    владение    инструментарием    учебной 

дисциплины, некомпетентность в решении стандартных 

(типовых) задач; 

- неумение ориентироваться в основных теориях, 

концепциях и направлениях изучаемой дисциплины; 

- пассивность на практических и лабораторных занятиях, 

низкий уровень культуры исполнения заданий. 

 

2 

(НЕЗАЧТЕНО) 

- фрагментарные знания в рамках образовательного 

стандарта; 

- знания отдельных литературных источников, 

рекомендованных учебной программой дисциплины; 
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- неумение использовать научную терминологию 

дисциплины, наличие в ответе грубых стилистических и 

логических ошибок; 

- пассивность на практических и лабораторных занятиях, 

низкий уровень культуры исполнения заданий. 

 

1 

(НЕЗАЧТЕНО) 

- отсутствие  знаний  и  компетенций  в  рамках  

образовательной стандарта или отказ от ответа. 
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III ВСПОМОГАТЕЛЬНЫЙ РАЗДЕЛ 
 

3.1 УЧЕБНАЯ ПРОГРАММА 

 

ПОЯСНИТЕЛЬНАЯ ЗАПИСКА 

Актуальность изучения практики устной и письменной речи 

английского языка 

Развитие и укрепление межгосударственных политических, 

экономических и культурных связей Республики Беларусь способствует 

тому, что иностранные языки становятся реально востребованными в 

современном обществе как средство познания, межкультурного общения и 

инструмент профессиональной деятельности. Приоритетную значимость 

приобрело обучение языку как средству общения и приобщения к духовному 

наследию изучаемых стран и народов. 

Выпускник высшего учебного заведения, готовящего специалиста по 

названным специальностям должен владеть академическими, социально-

личностными и профессиональными компетенциями. Каждая из дисциплин 

призвана формировать у студентов гражданственность и патриотизм, 

совершенствовать нравственно-ценностные качества, развивать социально-

профессиональное мышление, культуру социальной коммуникации, 

способность к адаптации выпускников к изменяющимся социально-

экономическим условиям. 

 

Цели и задачи учебной дисциплины 

Основная цель обучения иностранному языку - формирование 

поликультурной многоязычной личности, способной использовать 

иностранный язык как средство общения в различных сферах общественной 

и профессиональной деятельности в условиях межкультурной 

коммуникации, как средство социокультурного развития личности и 

формирования ценностной ориентации через диалог культур родного и 

иностранного языков. 

Для современного языкового образования необходимы: 

междисциплинарная интеграция, многоуровневость, вариативность, 

ориентация на межкультурный аспект овладения языком. 

Новые задачи предполагают изменения в требованиях к уровню 

владения иностранным языком, определение новых подходов к отбору 

содержания и организации материала, использование адекватных форм и 

видов контроля. Спецификой иностранного языка как учебного предмета 
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является его ярко выраженный межпредметный характер, особенно сейчас, 

когда ставятся задачи соизучения языков и культур на всех ступенях и при 

всех вариантах обучения иностранным языкам. 

В практическом курсе английского языка решается задача, во 

взаимодействии с другими, предусмотренными учебным планом 

дисциплинами, обеспечения подготовки специалиста, достаточно свободно 

владеющего английским языком практически, имеющего профессиональную, 

филологическую и мировоззренческую подготовку, характеризующегося 

высоким культурным уровнем и широким кругозором. 

Обучение иностранному языку предполагает комплексную реализацию 

практической, профессиональной, образовательной, развивающей и 

воспитательной целей. 

Практическая цель заключается в формировании у студентов 

коммуникативной компетенции (языковой/лингвистической, речевой, 

дискурсивной, стратегической, социолингвистической, социокультурной и 

социальной).  

Языковая/лингвистическая компетенция включает знание системы 

языка и правил ее функционирования в процессе иноязычной коммуникации. 

Речевая компетенция - развитие коммуникативных умений в четырех 

основных видах речевой деятельности (аудировании, говорении, чтении, 

письме). 

Дискурсивная компетенция есть способность понять и достичь 

связности (когерентности) отдельных высказываний в значимых 

коммуникативных ситуациях как в письменной, так и в устной речи. 

Стратегическая компетенция предполагает способность 

коммуниканта использовать вербальные и невербальные стратегии для 

компенсации пробелов в знании кода языка. 

Социолингвистическая компетенция предполагает способность 

воспринимать и порождать иноязычную речь в соответствии с условиями 

речевой коммуникации, важнейшими из которых являются сфера общения и 

ситуация общения, включающая ее мотив, предмет, социальные роли 

коммуникантов, условия и характер их речевого взаимодействия. 

Социокультурная компетенция есть знание основных особенностей 

социокультурного развития страны изучаемого языка на современном этапе и 

умение осуществлять свое речевое поведение в соответствии с ними. 

Социальная компетенция есть желание взаимодействовать с другими и 

уверенность в себе, а также умение поставить себя на место другого и 

способность справиться с ситуациями, сложившимися в обществе. 

Таким образом, практическая цель курса состоит в том, чтобы 

обеспечить достаточно свободное, нормативно правильное, социокультурно 
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детерминированное и функционально адекватное владение всеми видами 

речевой деятельности на изучаемом языке. 

В процессе обучения иностранному языку реализуется также 

профессиональная цель, заключающаяся в формировании 

лингвометодической компетенции. Она предполагает владение языком на 

адаптивном уровне, определяемом конкретной педагогической ситуацией, а 

также развитие умений педагогического общения (управление 

интеллектуальной деятельностью учащихся, стимулирование, организация и 

контроль речевой деятельности), а также знакомство с зарубежным опытом в 

соответствующей области знаний. 

Образовательная цель обучения иностранному языку состоит, с одной 

стороны, в лингвистическом образовании обучаемых, с другой - в 

расширении их общего кругозора. 

Главными задачами образовательного компонента обучения 

иностранным языкам в педагогическом учебном заведении являются: 

-постижение системы ценностных норм народа стран изучаемого языка, 

духовное совершенствование студентов на базе познания новой культуры, 

удовлетворение личностных познавательных интересов в любой из сфер 

деятельности, включая профессионально-педагогическую; 

-приобретение знаний иностранного языка как неотъемлемого компонента 

культуры, ее аккумулятора и выразителя (знания о функциях языка как 

средстве общения; знания о нормах социально-вербального поведения; 

фоновые знания, которыми располагают все члены данной национально-

культурной языковой общности; знания о невербальных средствах общения; 

знания о статусе языка, его роли в мире, взаимоотношении с родным и 

другими языками. 

Развивающая цель обучения иностранному языку заключается в 

формировании учебно-познавательной компетенции, предусматривающей 

дальнейшее развитие общих и специальных учебных умений; ознакомление с 

доступными способами и приемами самостоятельного изучения языков и 

культур, в том числе с использованием новых информационных технологий; 

развитие всех сторон личности обучаемых: их мировоззрения, кругозора, 

мышления и воображения, памяти, чувств и эмоций; потребности в 

дальнейшем познании, самообразовании и самовоспитании. 

Сущность развивающего компонента заключается в том, что процесс 

овладения языком направлен на развитие у студента как индивида, субъекта 

деятельности, личности таких свойств, сторон, процессов, механизмов, 

которые играют наиболее важную роль для процесса познания, воспитания, 

учения, а, следовательно, и для становления индивидуальности. В процессе 
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овладения иностранным языком развиваются способности к познавательной 

деятельности следующих уровней: 

а) перцептивного уровня: осмысленность восприятия, распределение 

внимания. Слуховая дифференциация, непроизвольное запоминание и пр.; 

б) моделирующего уровня: антиципация структуры фразы, текста, 

содержания высказывания; догадка на основе словообразования, контекста; 

анализ, синтез, сопоставление, аналогия; абстрагирование и обобщение, 

выполнение логических операций в процессе восприятия информации; 

в) репродуктивного уровня: вызов из памяти слова или речевого 

образца, имитация, дискурсивное осознание правил-инструкций, памяток; 

г) продуктивного уровня: конструирование речевых единиц разных 

уровней, трансформация, комбинирование, импровизация в процессе 

порождения самостоятельного высказывания; способность к эмоционально-

оценочной деятельности, а именно: выражение чувств и эмоций; 

коммуникабельность как явное и неявное выражение своего отношения к 

людям; самооценка своих высказываний, действий, успехов и т.д.; развитие 

способностей к рефлексии и критическому мышлению. 

Воспитательная цель состоит в формировании системы нравственных и 

эстетических взглядов; расширении культурного плюрализма, усвоении 

межкультурных различий, воспитании чувства сопричастности к мировой 

культуре и истории, социальной ответственности; воспитании собственного 

достоинства и уважительного отношения к достоинству людей, способности 

понимать другие точки зрения на социальные и гуманитарные проблемы, 

умение достигать согласия и сотрудничества в условиях различия взглядов и 

убеждений. 

На всех этапах преподавание языка должно строиться на основе 

современных методов, приемов, средств (в том числе аудитивных, 

визуальных, аудиовизуальных, а также персонального компьютера) и форм 

обучения, способствующих реализации всех целей овладения языком, а 

также оптимизации и интенсификации процесса обучения, которые 

обеспечиваются его коммуникативной и профессиональной 

направленностью, оптимальным сочетанием аудиторной, домашней, 

лабораторной и внеаудиторной работы студентов, постепенным увеличением 

удельного веса их самостоятельной работы, использованием различных 

режимов работы в аудитории (индивидуального, парного, группового), 

ситуативно-ролевого и проблемного обучения; использованием 

инновационных образовательных технологий как социальных (игровое 

обучение, проектная технология, кейс-технология, дискуссия, дебаты и др.), 

так и информационных (компьютерное обучение, аудио- и видеотехнологии, 

мультимедийные технологии). 
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Методологической основой практического обучения языку являются 

коммуникативный и коммуникативно-когнитивный подходы в преподавании 

иностранных языков в соответствии со следующими принципами: 

-единство практической, развивающей, воспитательной и образовательной 

целей; 

-сочетание практической направленности с систематизацией языкового и 

речевого материала; 

-системность в организации обучения; 

-взаимосвязанное обучение всем видам речевой деятельности; 

-формирование навыков и умений иноязычной речи на основе механизмов 

речепорождения, речевосприятия и коммуникативного взаимодействия; 

-эффективное управление контролируемыми и самостоятельными формами 

работы в процессе овладения языком; 

-формирование навыков и умений самостоятельной работы с иностранным 

языком в процессе овладения им; 

-профессионализация обучения; 

-сочетание активной коммуникативности с сознательно-сопоставительным 

анализом; 

-стимулирование познавательной активности обучаемых; 

-межкультурное лингвострановедческое сопоставление: 

-обучение иноязычному общению в контексте диалога культур; 

-опора на междисциплинарные культуроведческие знания студентов; 

-опора на интеллектуальный потенциал обучаемых при выборе форм 

иноязычного общения; 

-использование проблемного подхода к организации учебного материала; 

-широкое применение коммуникативно-познавательных задач. 

Коммуникативно-когнитивный подход ориентирован на активную 

учебнопознавательную деятельность студентов, нацеленную на овладение 

иностранным языком как средством диалога культур в рамках 

межкультурного общения, на познание исторических, социальных и 

психологических особенностей этноса в процессе взаимодействия трех 

аспектов: языкового (языка как «коллективной памяти» народа, «модели 

мира» и отражения менталитета нации и ее ценностей), социального 

(социокультурно обусловленных норм, традиций, ритуально-этикетных 

моделей вербального и невербального поведения) и культурного (предметно-

содержательного). 

Методической основой организации процесса обучения языку является 

личностно ориентированный подход, при котором студент выступает 

центральной фигурой процесса обучения. Этот подход предполагает 

оптимальную комбинацию коммуникативных, исследовательских и 
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традиционных методов обучения; индивидуализацию процесса обучения; 

использование потенциала "малых групп‖; применение методики "обучение 

посредством преподавания‖; активизации самостоятельной работы 

студентов; рефлексивный подход к преподаванию. 

 

СОДЕРЖАНИЕ УЧЕБНОГО МАТЕРИАЛА 
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1 Education  20   36 

2 Choosing a career  26   38 

3 Going places  20   38 

4 The picture of the world  36   44 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1. Education. Getting into  University.  4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

1,5,8,9 Устный 

опрос 

2. Education. College life.  4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

1,5,9 Устный 

опрос 

3. Education. I am a student now.  

My University. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

1,5,9 Устный 

опрос 

4. Education. Success and failure.  

Student s day. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

1,5,7,9 Устный 

опрос 

Эссе 

5. Education. Education in different countries 

(in Belarus, in England and in the USA) 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

1,6,5,9 Устный 

опрос 
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 материал 

6. Choosing a career. Professional activity as 

part of human life. Work and Employment. 

 2   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,3,4,5 Устный 

опрос 

7. Choosing a career. Professional activity as 

part of human life. The right one for the job. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,3,4,5  

Письм.

Эссе 

8. Choosing a career. Job Hunting. Job 

advertisements. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,3,4,5,7 Устный 

опрос 

9. Choosing a career. Hunting for a job. 

Writing a CV/resume. Writing a letter of 

application. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,3,4,5,7 Устный 

опрос 

10. Choosing a career. Making an appointment 

for a job interview. At a job interview. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,3,4,5,8 Письм 

опрос 

11. Choosing a career. Teaching as a career. 

 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,3,4,5 Устный 

опрос 

12. Choosing a career.  
Career prospects for language students. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

3,4,5 Устный 

опрос 

Сочин 

13.  Going places. On the Move.  

Travelling by air.  

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,3,7,8,9 Устный 

опрос 

14. Going places. Travelling by train. Travelling 

by sea. Other means of travelling. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,3,7,8,9 Устный 

опрос 

Эссе 
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15. Going places. Getting away from it all. 

Planning and booking a holiday.  

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,3,7,9 Устный 

опрос 

Сочин 

16. Going places. Getting away from it all. At a 

Hotel. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,3,6 Устный 

опрос 

17.  Revision. Final test. Listening 

Comprehension. 

 4    1,2 Тест 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1. The picture of the world. Nationals 

Stereotypes. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,5,6,8 Устный 

опрос 

2. The picture of the world. Discovering Great 

Britain. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,5,6 Устный 

опрос 
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3. The picture of the world. Great Britain: 

Land of Inspiration. England. Scotland. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,5,6 Устный 

 опрос 

 

4. The picture of the world. Great Britain: 

Land of Inspiration. Wales. Nothern Ireland. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,5,6 Устный 

опрос 

Эссе 

5. The picture of the world. Great Britain: 

Land of Inspiration. The most beautiful 

corners of Great Britain. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,5,6 Устный 

опрос 

6. The picture of the world. London: a city 

with a difference. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,5,6 Устный 

опрос 

7. The picture of the world. Belarus. At the 

crossroads of Europe.  

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,5,6 Устный 

опрос 

8. The picture of the world. Welcome to 

Belarus. Five major centres( Brest, Grodno, 

Vitebsk, Mogilev, Gomel) 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,5,6 Устный 

опрос 

9. The picture of the world. Welcome to 

Belarus. Minsk. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,5,6 Тест 

Эссе 

10. Hustle and Bustle of City Life. Living in a 

big city is a challenge. Getting around the 

city. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,4,6,7 Устный 

опрос 

Сочин 

11. Hustle and Bustle of City Life. Living in a 

big city is a challenge. Motoring. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,4,6,7 Устный 

опрос 

12. Hustle and Bustle of City Life. Living in a  4   ТСО, доп. 2,4,6 Устный 
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big city is a challenge. Telephoning. раздаточный 

материал 

опрос 

13. Hustle and Bustle of City Life. The Theatre. 

What is Theatre? 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,4,6,8 Устный 

опрос 

Эссе 

14. Hustle and Bustle of City Life. The Theatre. 

Booking Tickets. Review of performance. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,4,8 Устный 

опрос 

15. Hustle and Bustle of City Life. The Cinema.  4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

   2,4,6,8 Устный 

опрос 

16. Hustle and Bustle of City Life. The Cinema.  

Celebrity. 

 4   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2,4,8 Устный 

опрос 

Эссе 

17. Revision. Final test. Listening 

Comprehension. 

 2   ТСО, доп. 

раздаточный 

материал 

2 Тест 

 

 

  



Основная и дополнительная литература 

 

 

№ Список литературы Год издания 

 Основная  

1. Р.В. Фастовец. Практика английской речи. Challenge. 

Минск 

2008 

2. Р.В. Фастовец. Практика английской речи. Achievement. 

Минск 

2008 

3. Т. Ю. Дроздова. Everyday English. Учебное пособие для 

студентов гуманитарных ВУЗов. Санкт- Петербург 

2005 

4. Д.С. Седов. Сборник английских аутентичных текстов - 

Мн.: Лексис 

2005 

 Дополнительная  

5 JI.B. Хведченя. Highlights. Практический курс 

современного английского языка (в двух частях) – Минск. 

2008 

6 L.G. Alexander. For and Against. Longman, UK Ltd. 2006 

7 G. Wellman. Wordbuilder. Macmillan Heinemann. 2006 

8 M. McCarthy, F. 0 Dell. English Phrasal Verbs in Use. 

Cambridge. 

2006 

9 E. М. Меркулова и др. English for University Students. 

Санкт - Петербург. 

2008 

10 M. Vince, P. Emmerson, First Certificate Language 2003 
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