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A few decades ago the phrase "legal clinic" was known only to a narrow circle of specialists engaged in the preparation of legal staff in higher education institutions. At the same time many citizens facing for the first time with this term wonder "what diseases lawyers treat".
Today the situation has changed, and legal clinics have proven the effectiveness of its existence and have a special role in teaching students the practical skills of a lawyer. In addition, they are an essential part of the system of free legal aid in many countries.
To understand the role of legal clinics for training of new generation of specialists it is necessary to analyze the concept of legal clinic, explore the origins and formation of clinical legal education, and evaluate its current state and prospects of development.
This article is devoted to the abovementioned issues.
1. Concept and essence of legal clinical education
Currently the term "legal clinic" is used in two basic meanings:
(1) as an independent agency or a structural unit of educational institutions;
(2) as a special education program with respect to which you can apply the category of "clinical legal education."
In turn, the legal clinical education due to variety of forms of activity can also be seen as:
(1) a special technology of students teaching;
(2) organizational and structural unit;
(3) specialized legal advice;
(4) systemic interaction of teachers and students [1, p. 14].
Combining all of these characteristics, a legal clinic can be characterized as an element of the legal education system, which consists in teaching students practical skills through the provision of free legal aid to the poor and socially vulnerable categories of citizens under supervision of teachers or practitioners.
The world practice has developed several types of legal clinical education, among which the most typical, as stated by A. Gutnikov, are:
(a) Legal Clinic which provides work with real clients on the basis of the Faculty of Law:
· Kind of mandatory practice for all students;
· A structural unit of the Faculty (Institute), in which a part of the students holds a study and practical training (at the wishes of students and during obligatory selection procedures).
(b) Legal Clinic which provides work with real clients outside of the Faculty of Law:
· Work in a human rights organization;
· Work in a consultation room of public authorities including local self- governing bodies;
· Work in a civil society organization;
· Work in a students' legal advice, or in a interuniversity clinic.
(c) Legal Clinic which doesn't provide work with real clients:
· Specialized practical courses in the framework of certain educational program;
· Individual modules, workshops, practical exercises in the framework of the "traditional" courses;
· Optional practical training program (at the wishes of students and during obligatory selection procedures) [2].
Often there is a combination of different forms, which complement each other. An example of this is a laboratory "Legal Clinic" at the Belarusian State University, where students work with real clients on the basis of the Faculty of Law, and students' training is optional.
Each legal clinic has its own distinctive features. Among all the criteria of a legal clinic we can identify those which in terms of international practices are key, or backbone, such as:
· Training of graduate students;
· Availability of the teacher-supervisor;
· Availability of training course aimed at the development of practical skills such as interviewing, counseling, case analysis, technique of legal writing, legal ethics, etc.;
· Use of interactive teaching methods;
· Helping the poor and socially vulnerable groups.
Activities of legal clinics are equally important for both students and for those looking to them for help. Therefore, it is generally believed that the legal clinical education has two main objectives: educational and social.
The educational objective is realized by training students to work with real clients and developing their skills of a lawyer. Social purpose is to provide free legal assistance to poor and socially vulnerable people.
The ratio between these two objectives depends on the conditions under which specific program of clinical legal education functions [3, p. 379]. However, they are closely linked, and one cannot exist without the other.
2. History, development and current state of clinical legal education in the world
In the development of clinical legal education five stages can be formally distinguished:
1) Emergence of the idea of clinical legal education, the first attempts to create
legal clinics (from the middle of the 19th century until the beginning of 20th);
2) Active discussion of the idea to establish legal clinics in the scientific literature, the first attempts to create specialized legal clinics (from the beginning of the 20th century until the first third of 20th);
3) Suspending development of clinical legal education (from the first third until the middle of the 20th century);
4) Trends towards revival of the idea of clinical legal education, opening legal clinics in the framework of some education institutions (from the middle until 90th of the 20th century);
5) Inclusion of students' legal clinic training in the state educational standards in some countries; the opening of legal clinics, specialized legal clinics around the world; international conferences and forums for support and development of clinical legal education; the establishment of international funds for the support and development of clinical legal education (from the last decade of the 20th century until the present) [4, p. 66].
So far, among the specialists in the field of clinical legal education throughout the world there is no consensus about origins of the legal clinic idea. There is no doubt only about the fact that the main cause of this form of work is realization of the need to resolve the issue which has not lost its relevance today: overcoming a gap between theory and practice in teaching law students.
It is believed that the origins of legal clinical education relate to the mid- nineteenth century and are associated with a professor at Kazan University D. Meyer, a specialist in civil law, who organized a legal clinic at his institution in the forties of the XIX century. In his work "The Importance of Practices in the Modern Legal Education" he said about the need for practical training, presence of students during legal counseling, mediation and to some extent participation of the students in this process, and considered possible to apply to such studies the term "legal clinic". He noted that "in fact, the title of lawyer, as the title of doctor, is practical, and just like practical preparation of students for medical science is happening in school, practical training of a lawyer must be done in the same way" [5, p. 42].
Legal Clinic at the University of Kazan existed for 10 years. The death of the scientist had led to the termination of clinical studies. The new technique had gradually been forgotten [6, p. 110].
At the beginning of XX century the interest in legal clinics rose again. In the literature many scientists in civil law revived the debate on the establishment of legal clinics at higher education institutions. German professor Frommgold who published the article under the title "Juristische Kliniken" in 1898 in the journal "Deutsche Juristen-Zeitung", pointed to the enormous importance clinics at existing medical faculties and academies for medical practice. Looking at them he offered to create in the same way legal clinics at universities where students would consider under the supervision of a professor not fictional or obsolete legal incidents, but provide a direct legal assistance to the persons in need being engaged in lively, yet unresolved cases [7, p. 448-449]. I. Iosilevich, A. Lublin, G. Shershenevich and many others also spoke in favor of opening this kind of legal advice. However, at the beginning of XX century nobody was successful in implementation of the legal clinic project, and this idea remained unclaimed [8, p. 193].
In the 20 - 30s of XX century the issue of establishing clinics in the United States began to be discussed. American Professor William Rowe in 1917 and lawyer Jerome Frank in 1933 talked about the concept of legal clinical education, linking it to the medical profession requirement to train students in existing clinics where they assisted real patients under the supervision of experienced physicians [9 ]. However, the full concept was implemented in American universities only in 1960s. To date, legal clinics operate in almost all universities in the U.S. law schools as an integral part of legal education. Their presence is one of the important conditions for the accreditation of schools which is conducted by the American Bar Association [10].
Parallel with the U.S. clinical legal education program were being developed in South Africa, the UK and other Commonwealth countries. There had been legal clinics in Latin America, Asia and Africa. For example, in South Africa in 1983 there were only two university legal clinics, and by 1992 16 of 21 college of law had the clinics [3, p. 384].
Europe returned to the idea of legal clinical education in 1990s [10]. The first legal clinics were opened in Petrozavodsk State University (Russia) in 1995, and at the Jagiellonian University (Poland) in 1997.
Development of clinical legal education had led to a gradual convergence of the principles of its operation worldwide. Creation of funds to support legal clinics and permanent international cooperation between legal clinics in various forms (conferences, seminars, workshops, study visits) contribute to this idea.
One of these forms is the association of legal clinics and their representatives. There are Clinical Legal Education Association (CLEA) in the U.S., Association for Canadian Clinical Legal Education (ACCLE) in Canada, Clinical Legal Education Organization (CLEO) in the U.K., and Association of University Legal Aid Institutions (AULAI) in the Republic of South Africa. In Poland, Legal Clinics Foundation (FUPP) has a great importance for the development of legal clinics. In Russia, activity of the Autonomous non-profit organization "Center for Legal Clinics Development" is devoted to the improvement of the legal clinical education.
In 1996 creation of the Global Alliance for Justice Education (GAJE) played a huge role in the dissemination of ideas of social-oriented legal education throughout the world. Alliance activities aimed at exchange of international information and cooperation on training for justice. Conference held under the auspices GAJE are the largest and prestigious international platform for communication and exchange of experience between legal clinics around the world. In December 2013 in New Delhi (India) the seventh world conference was held. It brought together over 300 participants from more than 60 countries. Previous conferences were held in India (the founding conference, 1999), South Africa (2001), Poland (2004), Argentina (2006) , the Philippines (2008) and Spain (2011).
One of the most important stages in the development of modern legal clinical education in Europe was the establishment of the European Network for Clinical Legal Education (ENCLE) in 2013. The main goal of the association is to promote the idea of justice, and improve the quality of legal education through the implementation of clinical legal education, bringing people together from a variety of European countries who share their experiences and work together on the basis of a variety of legal, educational and organizational conditions [11]. First European Conference of Legal Clinics was held under the auspices of ENCLE on 25th of October, 2013 in Warsaw (Poland).
3. Origins, development and current state of clinical legal education in the Republic of Belarus
The first legal clinic in our country originated in the Belarusian State University on 1 December 2000 under the UNDP project which was implemented with the support of the Delegation of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees in Belarus. Results of the project were considered successful, so in August 2003 learning laboratory "Legal Clinic" was established at the Faculty of Law by order of the Rector of the Belarusian State University.
Then legal clinics began to appear in other higher educational institutions of our country where there were legal faculties. The next act served as a stimulus to the development. On 7 February 2002 in accordance with paragraph 2 of the order of the Council of Ministers on January from 24 January 2002 No 15/102-22 and order of the President of the Republic of Belarus on 21 January 2002 No 15/133-93 P 4669, Ministry of Education of the Republic of Belarus prepared a letter No 11​04/68 «About creation of the public consultation at the Law Faculty of the university". In accordance with this document, the rectors of higher educational institutions of the Republic of Belarus, which provide training of specialists with qualification "lawyer" should set a legal, organizational and financial base in order to open public consultation to provide legal assistance to the population. This required drawing Regulation on public consultation to provide legal assistance to the population, and identifying responsible persons for its operation, forms of work, measures of moral and material incentives for staff and students. To work In accordance with the letter it was allowed to engage graduate students who have received recommendations from their departments in the public consultation work.
Today in our country there are 13 legal clinics that carry out their activities in the following areas.
1. Oral counseling
In the framework of this direction students carry on personal reception of citizens, and provide advice on the various branches of law.
Work on client case is conducted in several stages:
a) Interviewing (or the first meeting of a client with a student on which the student receives information about the legal problem of the client);
b) Analysis of the case, the formation of position on the case, preparation advice, check of the advice by a supervisor and its completion;
c) Consultancy (direct provision of advice to the client).
Depending on place oral counseling is divided into:
· advising indoor clinics;
· exit counseling (held in correctional facilities, public libraries, etc.).
2. Answers to written requests
It is preparation of responses to letters from citizens who are unable to apply for personally consultation including those serving sentences in correctional institutions by students-consultants of legal clinics under the supervision of curators.
For example, BSU learning laboratory "Legal Clinic" on strict agreement with the Department of Corrections of the Ministry of Internal Affairs assists convicted only on civil, family, labor, housing law, social security law, as well as on specific issues of criminal law and criminal procedure answers on which do not require the evaluation of evidence and research of materials of the case.
3. Counseling via the Internet
Within this direction, students of some Belarusian legal clinics advise on legal matters through various legal web-sites.
Currently, BSU learning laboratory "Legal Clinic" works closely with the National Center of Legal Information and conducts advising citizens through the web-site "Legal Forum Belarus» (www.forumpravo.by), which is an information resource in the Internet on law and legal informatization intended to enable legal professionals and visitors with interactive communication among themselves on legal issues.
Before starting to work within the described areas, students must pass a course that in most legal clinics is called "Practical skills of a lawyer".
In this course, students are taught with the skills of interviewing, case analysis, forming position in the case, arguing, counseling, skills and rules of the art of legal writing, the rules of professional ethics. Teaching takes place with the use of interactive teaching methods (business and role-playing games, "brainstorming", work in small groups, interactive lecture, "decision tree", "jigsaw", "Take your position," etc.).
4. «Street Law», «Law for Every Day», «Living Law»
The aim of this direction is the development of students' teaching skills, as well as dissemination of legal knowledge and legal enlightenment of population in the Republic of Belarus.
Within Street Law activities students take a course dedicated to interactive methods of teaching law, then supervised by teachers prepare their interactive sessions on various legal topics (for example, "Marriage and Family", "Administrative responsibility of minors," "Criminal liability of minors", "Protection of consumers' rights, etc.).
After that, students of legal clinics carry out prepared classes for teenagers in schools, gymnasiums, residential institutions, as well as for students of non-legal faculties of universities, centers for the disabled; some clinics carry out classes directly in correctional facilities of the Republic of Belarus.
5. Other directions (for example, preventive work with minors registered on in various kinds of books/records).
Assisting by legal clinics Belarus has its own peculiarities.
Practice shows that the categories of issues for which people turn for help are varied and related to various areas of law:
· Housing Law (registration of people who need to improve housing conditions; eviction from the dwelling, partition of living space, etc.);
· Inheritance law (acceptance of inheritance, recognition of a will as invalid,
etc.);
· Family law (divorce and division of joint property, deprivation of parental rights, alimony for minors);
· Social security law (benefits, pensions);
· Educational law (distribution of graduates);
· Labor law (recognition of dismissal as illegal, recovery of average earnings during his forced absence, termination of the contract);
· Constitutional law (residence permit, the acquisition of citizenship of the Republic of Belarus);
· Environmental Law (unlawful destruction or damage to trees, protection of the right on healthy environment, etc.).
The number of cases in legal clinics is constantly growing. Popularization of legal clinical education in Belarus contributes to it.
Currently in development of legal clinical education of Belarus following trends are outlined.
Firstly, it is specialization for certain categories of activities, the emergence of specialized sections in legal clinics.
In 2011 in the framework of the project "Specialized legal clinic" two new sections in BSU laboratory "Legal Clinic" were created: "Ecolaw" and "Social Security Law". For each section curator is fixed. Students participating in the work of such sections should take additional training, and then assist on environmental law and social security law issues.
Secondly, at the present representatives of the legal clinical education are actively discussing the creation of the Association of Legal Clinics in the Republic of Belarus, or the Center for Development of Clinical Legal Education. Such a structure is designed to be a single coordinating body. It is assumed that its objectives will be support of legal clinics activities and other programs of practical legal training; development, promotion and monitoring of the standards of legal clinics; development and distribution of regulations and their drafts on legal clinics activity together with the legislative, executive and judicial authorities.
Third, in order to promote clinical legal education and gain the interest of higher education institutions in it since 2011 in the framework of the Belarusian Law Olympiad for Students held annually at the BSU Law Faculty, a specialized team competition tour dedicated to clinical legal education is organized.
The competition consists of four steps:
1. Preparation of a written response to the letter of the citizen on behalf of the legal clinic.
2. Interviewing a client (specially trained person) before a jury.
3. Preparation of a written advising to a client.
4. Advising a client before jury.
Objectives of the competition are the development of the Belarusian Law Student Olympiad movement; promoting uniformity in teaching students and implementation of free legal informing and advising by legal clinics; improvement of training law students; dissemination of innovative teaching methods as well.
Legal clinic education in the Republic of Belarus is developing rapidly and constantly being improved, however till the present there is no clear regulation of the status of legal clinics on legislative level.
The only legal act regulating the activities of legal clinics in the Republic of Belarus is a decision of the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Belarus of 19.11.2010 No 98 "On some issues of legal education of the population."
This act defined for the first time the status of legal clinics at the legislative level in Belarus. However, the document sets that legal clinics "provide advice on legal issues orally". This situation has caused a wide resonance and differences in understanding among the clinicians as the preparation of written consultations is also an integral form of legal clinical education.
In this regard, Russian experience is of great interest. On 15 January 2012 the Federal Law of 21 November 2011 No 324-FZ "On free legal aid in the Russian Federation" came into force. Article 23 of the Act is devoted entirely to the provision of free legal aid by legal clinics. It regulates in detail status of the legal clinics, in particular providing that legal clinics can do free legal aid in the form of legal advice orally and in writing, drafting applications, complaints, petitions and other legal documents.
Problem described above entails ambiguity of legal clinics status in higher educational institutions, where the following questions are differently defined:
· Name ("legal clinic", "public consultation", "student legal advice", etc.);
· The status of the organizational structure ("learning laboratory", "Legal Aid Center", etc.);
· The status of the curators (not in all schools curators' work with students of legal clinics is included in the workload of teachers; many curators work on a free basis; only position of the structural unit head is payable);
· Mandatory course (in some legal clinics training to maintain practical skills of a lawyer is a obligatory course that is included in the curriculum; in others it is optional one; on base of some clinics students have the right to hold study and practical training).
In this connection it is necessary to adopt a legal act which would regulate in detail the legal status of legal clinics in the Republic of Belarus and identify the basic principles of their activity.
4. Standards for activities of legal clinics
In this section we should talk about consolidating some approaches and rules in the spirit of development and improvement of clinical legal education, and about determination of some quality bars, which every legal clinic should seek [12, p. 4​5].
The first step in this direction in our country has already been made. In order to develop clinical legal education, to ensure its sustainability and improve quality of students' training, participants of roundtable for clinical legal education in Minsk (11 - 12 November 2011) developed and adopted "Guidelines for Operation of Legal Clinics in the Republic of Belarus" (hereinafter - Recommendations) [13].
In the program of the event it was originally planned adoption of the "Standards for legal clinics in the Republic of Belarus". However, its participants after a long discussion agreed that the legal clinical education in Belarus is not yet ready to adopt "standards" involving "strict limits" and "duty of strict compliance with them". Therefore, at present Recommendations play the role of "guiding principles", "transitional phase" in the convergence of the existing rules of the organization and functioning of the legal clinics in the Republic of Belarus with the provisions set forth in the adopted document.
Unlike the Republic of Belarus, in the Republic of Poland and the Ukraine standards for legal clinics operate a long enough period of time (between 2002 and 2005 respectively).
Through a comparative analysis of the Recommendations, standards for legal clinics in Poland [14] and in Ukraine " [15] , it is necessary first of all to note the presence of a large number of similar provisions in them that, in particular, relate to principles of legal clinics, requirements for the organization of work in them, as well as rules for the students and the provision of free legal aid.
However, in all other respects the structure and content of all three documents differ greatly. It appears that the history of the creation and activity of legal clinics, the education system as well as the legislation of each country directly influenced on development of them.
Standards for legal clinics in Poland were adopted in 2002 by Polish Legal Clinics Foundation. They prescribe in detail process of organization and activities of legal clinics to ensure quality and reliability of service.
Standards for legal clinics in Ukraine were adopted by the Congress of the Association of Law clinics in Ukraine on 25th of July 2005. Document pays considerable attention to general issues of clinical legal education. The first four articles describe goals, objectives, principles, methods, organizational and legal forms of legal clinics activity in Ukraine, and also contain a definition of the "legal clinic" concept. It seems that the presence of such clauses plays an essential role in shaping the status of legal clinics in the country.
Another significant difference of Standards for legal clinics in Ukraine is that not only an individual, but also non-profit organization may be the client of a legal clinic (Article 8).
All abovementioned documents pay great attention to the requirements for the process of preparing students. However, standards for legal clinics in Poland, in contrast to the Recommendations and standards for legal clinics in Ukraine do not require students to take theoretical course (Belarus) or a special course on the basics of legal clinical practice (Ukraine). It should be noted that in Ukraine this course is subject to mandatory inclusion in the curricula of the university or faculty. A distinctive feature of the training process in Polish legal clinics fixed in their standards is mandatory workshops to discuss current affairs, which are to be held at least once a week.
Quality assurance of legal clinics services in Ukraine is provided by establishing mandatory requirements for to engage in legal clinic activities only those students who have passed competitive selection.
Polish legal clinics are obliged to sign a liability insurance contract with each client. In addition, the Polish law is extremely serious about the protection of personal information. Since 1997 the country has a law "On Personal Data Protection". Therefore Standards set the principle of confidentiality and guarantees for safety of client documents, and establish that the legal clinic does not have the right to take the original documents.
In Poland there is a ban on the acceptance of cases for review in which a real lawyer is involved. Having such a requirement ensures strict adherence to the principle of providing assistance only to those persons who are unable to get a paid consultation. Similar provisions have been absorbed also by Recommendations.
According to article 7 of standards for legal clinics in Poland legal clinics do not provide oral advice, even in emergency situations or for trivial matters. Recommendations enshrine similar provision stipulating that a student prepares a response only in writing, and consultation is provided to citizen orally and has a meaning of recommendation (paragraphs 4.2 and 4.3).
In the process of improving the quality of legal clinics monitoring and reporting are of great importance. Paragraph 2.7 of Recommendations provides that legal clinics at the end of the school year make an annual report on its activities. Similar rules exist in Poland, where this information before July 31 of each year shall be transferred to Polish Legal Clinic Foundation.
In our opinion, to increase the level of training of legal clinics students, as well as the quality of their legal aid it is necessary to adopt uniform standards for legal clinics on the base of its own accumulated experience and the positive experience of foreign colleagues.
5. Role of legal clinics in educational and social areas
The results of legal clinics work prove that their activity has a significant effect on the students, teachers, educational institutions, and for the society and the state as a whole.
Through participation in the work of legal clinics students receive additional knowledge and practical skills of a lawyer, learn better theoretical material, bolster confidence in themselves and their abilities; many of them get a steady interest in their profession and, as a consequence, improve progress in studies. Legal clinic fosters a sense of responsibility to future lawyers, shows the importance of the future profession. Practice shows that currently its graduates have an advantage in finding a job.
Education in the legal clinic allows a student to develop such important qualities for a future profession as culture of communication with a client, the ability to perceive, analyze and compile information about the legal problem and many others.
Teachers who are curators of legal clinics have the opportunity to improve their qualification, enhance their skills, be engaged in a new activity which is fundamentally different from the traditional educational process with extensive use of interactive teaching methods aimed at mobilizing internal capacity and require a lot of commitment.
In addition to all these advantages of legal clinical education it is possible to emphasize another one which is a key point in training of a new generation of lawyers. Legal clinic in contrast to the traditional curriculum provides opportunity for individual interaction between a teacher and a student.
Work on client case is conducted together; a student has the possibility to get help and advice from a curator at any stage, and to discuss not only legal questions but also the difficulties that arise in preparing an advice, as well as to work on their mistakes. Feedback is one of the most important and effective methods in the learning process which can be fully implemented in clinical legal education.
While studying at a legal clinic students have the opportunity to interact not only with teachers but also with each other. Application of education technology "peer education" strengthens the effectiveness of the process of qualified specialists' preparation. Thus, a few years ago in the BSU laboratory "Legal Clinic" was introduced students' self-government. It consists in the fact that fourth- year and final-year students together with a teacher supervise the work of junior students.
Activity of student-curators in the framework of the oral counseling poor and disadvantaged citizens includes several steps:
1) Preparation of junior students for interviewing, preliminary discussions of basic rules with him;
2) Monitoring the process of interviewing;
3) Feedback on the results of interviewing;
4) Preparation of a consultation by third-year student and sending it to the student-curator for verification;
5) Verification of the consultation by the student-curator and return for revision;
6) Modifying the consultation by the student and transferring it to a teacher- curator;
7) Evaluation of the consultation by the teacher-curator, and if necessary, referral of it to the student-curator for further improvement;
8) Finalization of the consultation;
9) Monitoring the process of counseling the client;
10) Feedback on the results of the work done between the student-curator and the third-year student.
This activity is useful and productive for students-curators; they get a lot of useful skills, learn to be critical regarding their opinion and respect other people, learn how to explain to a colleague his mistakes and help to find the right solution of the problem, thus realizing the responsibility not only for their work, but also for the work of a supervised student. Activity on education of junior students coaches attentiveness as when checking consultations curator should pay attention to the content of the document and to its design (spaces, commas, consistency of phrases and sentences).
As for university and faculties of law legal clinics provide for innovative elements in traditionally established system of lawyers training based on practical application of theoretical knowledge by students, improving the quality of graduate training and their status in the country as well as in the international arena.
Legal clinic allows faculty to solve several problems at once [16]:
a) To strengthen the link between theoretical study and practical training;
b) To form a range of professional skills of students and accelerate the process of their adaptation to the future profession;
c) To enable a university to participate in solving social problems associated with legal assistance to low-income population;
d) To train students to professional citizens counseling that gives an opportunity to influence the formation of their active civil positions and sense of justice;
e) To show students the value and importance of obtained theoretical knowledge and their implementation in practice, and to master the skills of drafting legal documents.
Society and the state also have many reasons to support clinical legal education. Legal clinics are important actors in legal education of the population. Their work contributes to access to legal aid for poor and socially disadvantaged groups, enhancing the legal culture and legal consciousness of the population. Decrease of psychological tension among citizens is also important factor of legal clinics activity. The latter can be seen particularly when dealing with persons serving sentences in correctional institutions. Explaining questions of these persons legal clinics serve as a sort of "forest purger". Receiving competent explanation such person ceases to write unfounded complaints to the courts, prosecutors and other government agencies.
Particular importance which legal clinics have for all the world community was highlighted by the United Nations Organization. General Assembly resolution A/RES/67/187 of 20 December 2012 set Principles and Guidelines on Access to Legal Aid in Criminal Justice Systems. The document recommends that States - UN members should support, promote and stimulate the activities of legal clinics [18].
The history of the development and current state of clinical legal education described above show that legal clinics have become an integral and essential part of law students' education around the world as well as free legal aid to citizens. They are an essential element in training competent and highly skilled professionals, training a new generation of professional and socially-oriented lawyers. Due to legal clinics numerous social and educational problems can be solved.
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