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THE IMPACT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES 
ON CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY 

We can quite literally say that nowadays information technologies take hardly 
a small part of our life. 

People in contemporary society can hardly imagine their lives without ma-
chines. Every day new devices occur or the current ones are improved. People have 
different attitudes to new devices. Some people believe that high-end gadgets are 
actually useful and necessary, while others are absolutely awful due to the negative 
influence on people. 

However, what is social advancement in deed? It is development, transfor-
mation from the lowest to the highest, from the least perfect to the most perfect. It is 
a constant ability to improve human intelligence, science advancement and, of 
course, development of moral qualities. When we realize what the progress is, we 
will come to the conclusion that it is extremely contradictory, especially in contem-
porary society. On the one hand, we have progress, but on the other hand, we face 
degradation or regress. 

Firstly, gadgets do all kinds of dirty and hard work as cleaning. Secondly, de-
vices can save a lot of time as well as storage space. For example, a computer disk 
can contain the same amount of information as several thick books. Therefore, ma-
chines help people in different fields.  People are reluctant to work due to the influ-
ence of machines. People become lazy and disorganized. They just expect their 
latest gadgets to do everything instead of them. 

On the one hand, technologies are a huge step ahead for humankind. On the 
other hand, people are becoming more affected by technologies. They ignore 
their household duties, studies or work and spend more and more time with 
a lap-top or TV. 

A tragedy for many people is to forget a phone at home. For most who are just 
killing time in social networks, live communication is replaced by a set of letters on 
the computer, the gestures and mime with smileys. However, we abuse these bene-
fits. We are easy to write a short message to man, who lives next door, than to meet 
him. People stopped coming to visit and just see each other.  

Our life became easier, we have more free time, but we just waste this time. Of 
course, some people use the Internet for personal-development, but still most hu-
mans are on the downward path. 

In modern society, the popularity in the online network is much more important 
than in real life. An individual is estimated by his status in the social network. If he 
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has few pictures and friends in the Internet – many people will not have the desire 
to communicate with him. 

People are trying to create a picture of a beautiful life, which is often an illusion. 
Adjusting to the fashion of modern society, a person loses his self-identity. 

The man is afraid to live a real life. 
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RESPECT TO ANY  LIFE FORM AS  THE WAY TO  MORE 
HUMANE ALTERNATIVE 

“The system which is supposed to teach 
biologists should also allow to teach future 
teachers and researchers to respect any life 
form, have insight of an animal and sym-
pathy for it” 

T.N. Pavlova 

At the modern stage of social development, the ideas of global bioethics affect-
ing the humanization of education, especially biomedical, are directly connected 
with the spread of the ideas of global bioethics in modern society. For biologists, 
physicians, environmentalists, the treatment of animals in general, and in particular 
experimental is not only a personal ethical choice but also the component of profes-
sional ethics.  

The process of humane education is actively developing in universities in many 
countries where a legal base and the industry production of affordable educational 
alternatives to experiments on animals are used in the educational process, exclud-
ing their death, infliction of suffering as a result of educational experiments. These 
alternatives include the model and training mannequins of animals, computer train-
ing programs, virtual laboratories, videos, as well as cell culture, tissue and corpses 
of animals derived from ethical sources. Well-developed alternatives, especially in 
various combinations, can be much more efficient ways of the use of animals. 

In Belarus, the system of bioethical education of students has been developed 
and implemented (T.V.Mishatkina). International Sakharov Environmental Institute 
of Belarusian State University was one of the first universities in the former Soviet 
Union, where the course of bioethics was  included in the curriculum of applied bi-
oethics. Debatable questions are considered in many chairs, and experiments in-
volving animals in laboratory animals are replaced with alternatives. 

The purpose of the conducted research is to find out the attitude of students of 
the Faculty of Environmental Medicine of International Sakharov Environmental 
Institute of Belarusian State University to the ethical issues of using animals in the 
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