
47 

2. Ройзензон, Л.И., Авалиани Ю.Ю. Современные аспекты изучения фразеоло-

гии / Ройзензон Л.И., Авалиани Ю.Ю. // Проблемы фразеологии и задачи ее изучения в 

высшей и средней школе. – Вологда:Северо-западное книжное изд-во,1967. – С.68–81. 

3. Гизатова, Г.К. Структурно-типологический подход  к сопоставительному 

исследованию фразеологии: (На материале татрского, русского и английского языков): 

автореф.дис. на соиск. учен. степ. д-ра филол. наук:10. 02. 20/ Г.К. Гизатова. – Казанск. 

Ун-т – Казань, 2010. — 35 с. 

4. Добровольский, Д.О. Основы структурно-типологического анализа фразео-

логии современных германских языков [[Микроформа]]: (На материале нем., англ.и ни-

дерл. яз.): Дис. …д-ра филол. наук: (10. 02. 04). –Москва, 1990. – 441 с. 

5. Алефиренко, Н.Ф. Современные проблемы науки о языке: учебное пособие  / 

Н.Ф.  Алефиренко. – Москва: Флинта: Наука, 2005. – 412 с. 

 

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DEBATING TECHNOLOGY IN 

FORMING THE PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCE 

OF FUTURE EXPERTS IN INTERNATIONAL LAW AND 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS IN LOCAL CONTEXT 

 

Solovjeva, S.V. Senior Reader of the Department of English for the Humanities, 

BSU 

 

For the time being, the debating technology is used to teach a wide range of 

social and humanitarian disciplines in the national system of tertiary education: 

history, literature, pedagogics, etc. The speech practice of foreign languages is 

not an exception. The main advantage is connected, first and foremost, with the 

facilitation of the development of the integrated communicative competence. 

Moreover, the technology allows for certain modifications due to the existence of 

a variety of formats, which enables its adaptation to certain classroom conditions 

(duration of debating sessions, number of participants, organization of question 

rounds, etc.). 

It should be noted that the word ―debates‖ is not infrequently misused in lo-

cal context. It is often confused with ―discussion‖. Debates as an educational 

technology were borrowed by the national educational system from the West and 

represent a game between two opposing teams, commonly referred to as the af-

firmative and the negative sides. In contrast to a discussion, debates are centered 

around a statement (motion) which presupposes the existence of two polarized 

opinions: ―pro‖ and ―contra‖ (―for‖ and ―against‖). The major purpose of the par-

ticipants of the game is to persuade a third party – a judge or a panel of judges – 

in the validity of their position by using their public speaking skills [1, p. 9]. 

Thus, debates are characterized by the polemic and competitive nature, while in 

the course of the discussion as a form of activity the participants are encouraged 

to achieve a consensus by means of a more peaceful exchange of views. 
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In Western Europe and the United States of America debates have always 

been something more than just an educational technology. Nowadays it is a 

movement which involves annual school and university competitions, regional, 

national and international tournaments, seminars and summer camps. Being a 

member of a debating club or society is quite a popular form of extra-curricular 

activities abroad and is, undoubtedly, an asset for a student‘s personal rating. The 

fact that a number of famous western politicians and other public figures used to 

be members of debating clubs in their earlier years also testifies to the prestige of 

the game. Among them, for instance, are Tony Blair, Barack Obama, Oprah 

Winfrey, etc.  

At the same time, the implementation of the debating technology in the cul-

tural context of the CIS countries cannot boast such a long and well-established 

tradition as in Western Europe and the United States. It started to gather momen-

tum not earlier than the mid-nineties of the previous century. In years 2003 – 

2004 the debating movement faced a crisis owing to a number of reasons: social, 

ideological, financial etc. [2]. 

The practice of implementation of the debating technology for teaching In-

ternational Law and International Relations students has allowed to outline two 

major psychological reasons which may impede its realization in local context. 

 Lack of inner motivation. In general, debates as a form of organizing 

discussion presuppose adherence to a variety of hard and fast rules, which may 

not appeal to the students coupled with the adversarial nature of the game. The 

majority of students tend to prefer cooperation to competition as the predominant 

style of in-group learning. Moreover, they are not quite fond of defending the 

standpoint which does not coincide with their own view on the problem discussed 

(by contrast, the participants of professional debates have to be prepared to play 

on either side). Hence, the students may prefer other forms of speaking activity. 

  Lack of external motivation. Unlike western countries, debates do not 

enjoy such great popularity in the Republic of Belarus. Participation in debating 

tournaments is not as rewarding and prestigious as participation in subject Olym-

piads or student scientific conferences. Neither does it influence students‘ ratings. 

Hence, a legitimate question may arise if the use of this particular technolo-

gy is justified for teaching future experts in International Law and International 

Relations in view of existence of other efficient communicative technologies in 

foreign language instruction. My answer is positive due to the fact of the im-

mense popularity of this technology in western countries. The game as such 

represents a quintessence of values of people who inhabit this part of the world 

and may be a key for understanding their mentality, which is essential for special-

ists in International Law and International Relations.    

At the same time, some of the stipulations are as follows. 
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1. The teacher who opts for this particular technology shall have sufficient 

theoretical preparation and hands-on experience of taking part in the game. 

2. The teacher shall take into account the content of the existing curricula 

and formulate such motions which have professional relevance. It goes without 

saying that the selected motions shall not contradict the traditional values of Be-

larusian people. 

3. Modifications of ―classical‖ debating formats are justified as long as the 

major objective of implementing the debating technology in local context is not 

to prepare students for professional debating tournaments, but to facilitate the de-

velopment of the integrated communicative competence.  

4. As long as debates involve a lot of unprepared speaking, they shall be pre-

ferably organized at the stage of skills development (when the students have 

learned the module vocabulary under study).  

5. Game analysis is necessary. At the same time, all the teacher‘s remarks in 

relation to weaker points of each player shall bear the character of recommenda-

tions so as not to discourage the students. 
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Являясь неотъемлемой частью жизни общества, доверие проявляется 

во всех ее сферах. И современная экономика, в свою очередь, является яр-

ким тому подтверждением: без него нет инвестиций, в значительной степе-

ни возрастают транзакционные издержки, неумолимо тормозящие развитие 

экономики. Более того, согласно проведенным исследованиям в этой облас-

ти, процветание западных стран, а также Японии и азиатских «тигров» обу-

словлено так называемым высоким радиусом доверия в этих странах. Это 

приводит к формированию высокого уровня общественного капитала, к мо-

билизации всех ресурсов, которые имеются во всех слоях общества, с це-

лью инвестиций в развитие. Другие страны, в которых «радиус» доверия 

намного ниже, отстают в своем развитии. Именно поэтому последние годы 
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