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to other confessions. This type of attitudes gives evidence about active inter-
confessional dialog inside Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in the eighteenth 
century. 

However this dialog had negative characteristics. Economic competition, 
political and religion acquisition, blood libels were the factors which influ-
enced on inerconfessional communication. Among that, Catholic church has 
played the ruling role. The Reformational churches had found adherents in Po-
land-Lithuanian commonwealth in the sixteenth century. Indeed, around the 
late sixteenth century, a majority of the nobility was not Catholic. By the end 
of the seventeenth century, however, the Counter-Reformation has completed 
the triumph. Then, eighteenth catholic bishops continued sit in the Senate of 
the State. Catholics controlled religion activity and social statuses of other 
confessions. They regulated building new as well as restoring old churches. As 
a result, non-catholic were marginalized. Political events also fostered the re-
ligion conflict. This increased intensity of pressures on marginal groups in a 
society that was seeking to achieve religious and national conformity. That’s 
why interconfessional dialog in Eighteenth-Century Polish-Lithuanian Com-
monwealth had negative characteristics. 

That situation provided the segregation of each confession from others. 
This competition served as a factor of unity and formulation of each confes-
sion. There were a lot of regulations published in that period. Those regulation 
restricted interconfessional contacts and served as segregation of current relig-
ion identity from others. This means that all Polish-Lithuanian confessions 
were in broad dialogue and were involved in extensive networks of contacts 
(Cultural, economical, social). 

Economic competitions, social conflicts, synodal regulations and cultural 
diversity of various religion groups were influenced religion identity formulat-
ing as confessional attitudes. Confession became main factor of the social dia-
log between various religious groups in terms of religion conflict. 

This field was investigated by Judith Kalik and Gershon David Hundert 
(Catholic attitudes towards Jews), Serhii Plokhy (Orthodox attitudes to Catho-
lics, Uniaths and Jews), Francis Dvornik (Christian attitudes to Muslim iden-
tity). These researches can be demonstrated as complex view on confessional 
environment of Eighteenth-Century Rzecz Paspolitaja. 
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EAST-WEST  PHILOSOPHICAL  DIALOGUE  AND  
THE  PROBLEMS  OF  MULTICULTURAL  SOCIETY 
The XXI century is interested in cooperation of the East and West phi-

losophical methods for solution of the global modern life problems.  
Many western thinkers showed strong interest in philosophy and culture 

of the eastern civilizations. This interest has not lost its urgency nowadays. A 
lot of researchers say about this (E. Trelch, K.G. Yung, E. Fromm, 
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M. Heidegger and others) both in our country and abroad. It is explained by a 
number of problems in the modern life, which are directly connected with the 
particularities and specific nature of the western civilization, which are not 
typical for the eastern civilizations. Take, for instance, the problem of resis-
tance between the East and the West and the attempt to find reasons and ways 
out of this resistance. We know that the development of mankind in XX-XXI 
centuries «has demonstrated» active longing to syntheses of philosophy and 
culture, to their dialogue and communication, to clarification of the contribu-
tion of each of them in the formation of the world culture, to integration of the 
common efforts of the different cultures for the solution of the global modern 
life problems. Really, the same problems are urgent for both the ways and 
means to solve them are different. It is because western and eastern people 
were being formed in different historical and cultural conditions for many cen-
turies and generations. Both of them have specific thinking which has been 
worked out with times and according to which we perceive the same phenom-
ena in different ways. Maybe it will be more effective to cope with a number 
of modern life problems, which in the past the East and West were solving in-
dependently due to strengthening joint efforts of different civilizations. 

Eastern philosophical tradition was as a like fundamental basis for the  
theories of the western philosophers. Schopenhauer used the basic principles 
of Buddhist teaching while creating his philosophy. First of all his turn to 
Buddhism was connected with the attempt of revaluation of the European 
metaphysical traditions and his wish to get away from hard rationalism and to 
accent new contents of his metaphysics with the help of the eastern Wisdom. 
Since that time there were a lot of examples taken from the eastern philoso-
phy, like, for instance, the Vedic and Buddhism terminology. K.G. Yung also 
actively used the Ancient East theories and practices. He thoroughly analyzed 
different aspects of the eastern philosophy and culture and tried to find univer-
sal way, which would help to solve the East-and-West problem on the basis of 
the eastern philosophy aspects analyses made through the prism of the western 
culture peculiarities. At the same time the scientist was sure that the Western 
culture (unlike the Eastern culture) got out off the way of natural psychical 
development a long time ago. That’s why the turn to the East was a necessary 
saving condition for the West. But it was not so easy; such a process was in-
terfaced with a number of difficulties of the mental and cultural order – the in-
troversive nature of the eastern type of thinking and an extroversive type of 
the western one. 

Sri Aurobindo’s «integral philosophy» is a possible way to develop world 
cultures. Sri Aurobindo and other modern eastern thinkers were also engaged 
in solving the problem of the East and West harmony interaction. Many of 
them considered the Eastern culture and philosophy to be in the critical condi-
tion. From such a point of view the position of modern Indian philosophy 
greatest representative Sri Aurobindo is interesting. In his work he tried to 
create an «integral» philosophy, which would be the golden middle between 
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two extremes  the East and the West – the spirituality and the rationality. The 
philosopher aspired to take all the best from the both types of thinking and to 
integrate them into one approach. 

In any case, for the last decades the process of the East and West meeting 
is obvious. It is important for a globalization tendency not to entail the de-
struction of cultural originality but to give the additional impulse for its further 
development and self-improvement. 
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