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2.  The process of cultural globalization has both positive and negative 
aspects. On the one hand, it enables intercultural communication which brings 
people of different nationalities together, helps them unite and understand 
each other better, which in its turn contributes to the prevention of interna-
tional conflicts. On the other hand, in case of excessive communication and 
adoption it may lead to the loss of cultural identity and assimilation, interna-
tionalization of values, the spread of mass culture. 

3.  In the second half of the XXth century the world witnessed an un-
precedented cultural expansion of the USA which had influenced a lot of 
countries. The spread of the English language, the popularity of Hollywood 
films, the emergence of transnational companies such as Microsoft, Intel, 
Coca-Cola, Procter&Gamble are all the features of this expansion. 

In order to prevent the penetration of the American culture the Govern-
ments of some countries introduced cultural policies which aimed at preserv-
ing the national cultural heritage and restricting the amount of American pro-
duction on their markets. 

What concerns our country, for a long time it had remained in cultural 
isolation from the rest of the world and therefore had not experienced any cul-
tural globalization. However, the fall of the iron curtain and the opening of the 
borders led to the predominance of the American mass culture in the country. 
The American films, books, music, advertising and fashion conquered the 
market for a certain time. In recent years, however, our Government has been 
trying to limit this penetration by introducing cultural policies and developing 
the national Belarusian culture. 

In conclusion it must be said that globalization is a natural process and it 
will be developing as the world is getting more integrated. The important thing 
is not to loose the unique features of every culture, not to get absorbed. 

 
N. N. Melnik  

Belorussian State University 

CIVIL  RELIGION  AS  A  GENERALIZED  RELIGION  
SPREAD  IN  THE USA 

The situation in the USA, the country that is viewed as a kind of a ‘melt-
ing pot’, demands cert5ain ideas and activities aimed at unification, consolida-
tion and cooperation of all forces of the society. Thus from time to time there 
appear in this country new theories and approaches that fulfill these functions. 
Among a recent one there is the civil religion treated as a generalized relig-
ion. It is based on mythological mentality and works thanks to stereotypes 
widely spread in the country and abroad. Civil religion views its functions in 
unifying and consolidating the population of the country as a nation. Accord-
ing to researchers in this field (for example Robert Wuthnow, Leroy 
S. Rouner, Mark Hamilton, James Davison Hunter, Karen Armstrong, and Les 
Hardy) it is the American nation that carries out God's will on Earth.  As an 
additional function they name the legitimating of power. The civil religion 
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compares two social spheres in people's life: religion and politics. Inaugura-
tion speeches of American Presidents are good examples of this combination. 
Everybody of just elected candidates at the post of President alluded at the 
name of God in their inauguration speeches. 

Protestantism is the basis of civil religion. The body of civil religion con-
sists of many different aspects, which construct the total object of social life. 
One of them is the fact that American churches (especially protestant ones) 
start to lose their institutional character being transformed into a kind of clubs 
on interest, in which people gather to meets friends, to discuss different prob-
lems, each club having their own rules. The second aspect is nationalistic 
character of civil religion (civil religion is a religion of nationalism). It com-
bines different features of these two social phenomena. As any religion civil 
religion demonstrates such features of religion as the power to compel believ-
ers to die, some sacrificial rituals, symbols. As nationalism civil religion has 
procedures of unifying and identifying. For example, civil religion like Chris-
tianity or Muslim has sacrificial death ritual that displays in sacrifice of sol-
diers' death. On the other hand, civil religion has some features of nationalism: 
national symbols (President), holidays, national ideology. And main instru-
ment that provide all ideas of civil religion is Mass Media. Today American 
civil religion develops in two ways. Civil religion has become “deeply di-
vided”. Religious conservatives offer their own version. Their leaders argue 
that America's vitality rests on “a distinct relation to God” (it was created by 
Founding Fathers who were deeply influenced by Judeo-Christian values); the 
United States is “not a perfect nation, but it is without doubt the greatest and 
most influential nation in the world”, etc. Religious liberal portrays the nation 
in a different light ("this is no longer 'one nation under God”). They focus on 
humanity worldwide (under which they understand civil rights, international 
justice and ecology) just as the ideas of peace and justice. Both liberals and 
conservatives have a vision of “where the USA should be heading” (the con-
servative vision seems to embody what Max Weber termed the "priestly" 
function of religion, while the liberal vision expresses religion's "prophetic" 
function). 
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