MYJIbTUILIMKATOPA SBJISIETCA CIOKHBIM, 3aTPAaTHBIM, MEKBEIOMCTBEHHBIM
poleccoM, TpeOyromuM pa3paboTKi eInHOW MeTojojoruu cbopa u obpa-
OOTKH COOTBETCTBYIOIIEH CTATUCTUYECKON HH(OpMALIHH.

TypucTcknii MyJIBTUIUIMKATOP SABJISETCA IIOKA3aTEIeM JKOHOMHYECKOU
NEATEIHOCTH MPEANPUATHI UHIAYCTPUH TYpU3Ma U OTPAKAET KPATKOCPOUYHBIE
pe3ynbTaThl U3MEHEHUN B YPOBHE TYPUCTCKUX pacxoqoB. Cdepa npuMeHeHus
TYPUCTCKOTO MYJIBTUIUIMKATOPA JOCTATOYHO WIMPOKA, JAHHBINA I10KA3aTellb
MO’KET HCIIOJIb30BaThCA ISl COCTABIICHUSI KPATKOCPOYHBIX U CPEIHECPOUYHBIX
IIPOrHO30B, PELIEHUS BOIIPOCOB PETYJIMPOBAHMS U I'OCYIaPCTBEHHOTO IUIAHU-
pOBaHMs, pa3pabOTKEe HpOrpaMM pa3BUTHUsS BBE3JHOIO TypuU3Ma B CTpaHeE,
(OopMUPOBAaHNS NHBECTULIMOHHBIX CTPATETHIl.

PBIMEHMKI C.KABAJIEBA ¥ CYYACHAM
BEJIAPYCKAM JIPAMATYPTII

C. B. XKapkesiu

PeiMeiik — raTa agHa 3 HOBBIX CHpPOO CTBapdIHHS JIITAPATYPHBIX TBOpaAy,
3acHaBaHasl Ha Mepaanparoyubl Y>KO ICHYIOUbIX TIKCTAY, JEreH ] 1l MaJaHHsy
1 IpBICTacaBaHbIX J]a CydyacHara *blIIld 1 cydacHara yajgaBeka. PeiMeiik — rata
TiCTOpBIS, sIKas Y>KO MeJia MOCIeX, aje 3’ sBijgacs HeabXoAHacIlb IepaKa3allb sie
HAaHOBA. Y TAKCTaX, SIKis 3’SBLIICA ¥ BBIHIKY pbIMEHKEpPCTBA, 3MSHSIOLLA HE
TOJIbK1 JI3€SIHHI Ieposty, Kajl SHbI anblHAOLIA ¥ HOBBIM ayTapCKiM acspoiasi,
aje 1 cami SIHbI ¥KO HAOBIBAIOIb HOBBIS PHICHI XapaKTapy M3SKYIOUbl MTHIM
3MSTHEHHSIM.

[Ipe1 gamamMo3e peIMelika ycTan€yBaelllla KaHTaKT IaMiX PO3HBIMI
TpajbIIblsiMI 1 d3moxaMi. PeIMelKk Sk HoBas crnpoba TIyMadydHHS VKO
ICHABaYIIBIX TOKCTAY JNanayHse TIThIS TBOPHI 1 HaJlae iM HOBBI COHC, OOJIBII
MpbICTacaBaHbl J]a Cy4yacHACIII.

Primeilik aTpbiMay pacmaycrojkaHHE HE TOJbKI ¥y JiTaparypsl, aje 1 ¥
IHIIBIX TaJIIHAX MAacTalTBa: y My3blIlbl, Y KIHO, y T3aTpBHl.

PriMeiik Henbra miublp miarisiarBaMm. CyTHaclb peIMeiika HE ¥ ThIM, Kab
«rmepamicaib» cTapbl TBOp, a ¥ ThIM, Ka0 JaHECIl 1HIIYIO 33alyMy, PacKphIllb
HOBYIO TpaOJieMaThIKy, BBIpALIbIlb MBITAHHI, SKIS CTall AKTyaJbHBIMI JUIS
cydyacHara yajaBeKa, IHT3pIpITaBallb Na-HOBAMY BSIIOMbI TOKCT, YHECII CBaé
VynacHae, apbIriHaJIbHAC.

Icnye msame acHOVHBIX crmocabay mepaampalioyki KiIacidHbIX TBOpay
naBoasie A. Tapasesiu.

['a1a, ma-mepiiae, pbIMEUK-pANPaAyKIbia. SIro cyTHacub y TbIM, IITO
«HOBBI» TBOP CTBapaellia ¥ apo3HEeHHE aJ apbiriHajia ¥ 3yCiM 1HIIBIM KaHPbI
mitaparypsl. Hanpeiknaz, apeiriHan Obly mpa3aidHsl 111 BepIIaBaHbl, a PhIMEUK
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3HaWmoy cBa€ yBacabnenne ¥ m'ece. Takim 3’ aymnsemnna «Tapac na [lapnace»
c.KaBanésa.

[Ta-gpyroe, rata peIMeWK-cikBesl. SIk mpaBuia, €H NpalsrBae CIOXKITHYIO
JIHIIO ayTAIHThIYHAra TBopa. HacaM y CIOKAT YBOA3ALILA JaJaTKOBBIS Tepol.

[Ta-Tparsie, icHye priMeiik-mMaThly. Taki crocal ja3Bajisie CTBAPHIb TIKCT,
AK1 Mae 3yCiM 1HIIYIO 1A3MHYI0 KaHBY, YbIM apbIriHal.

Hapomie, rata peiMeiik-kaHTamiHanpis. Y 1M ajJHayacoBa cHaldydaenua
HEKaJIbK1 BAJOMBIX ayTapay, reposy ado CI0KAITay 3 1HIIBIX TBOPAY.

Boutyuaenua smrgs 1 peiMeiik-xapt. Haituacued €d cTBapaera uist Taro,
ka0 3palillb Mapo/bII0 1 epaacdIHcaBallb Thisl MPAOIEMBbI, MITHI, SIKiSl CTaBLII
nepaj caboit Kiaciki.

Capreit Kapan€éy — Bamombl JiTapaTypasHayiia, KPBITBIK 1 JpamMaTypr,
BBIKJIQUbIK (inanariyHara gakynbptaTa BJIY. CBae peimeiiki c.KaBanéy mauay
CTBapallb Tajbl, Kaji 3’sBUIacs maTp30a pas3Billllsl TIaTpajbHara pamepryapa
Ha bemapyci. Bspombl Takis sro TBopsl: «TpeimrganH, abo Oya3Hbl Ha
MaxaBiHHI» MaBOJUI€ CTapaKbITHAra phlllapckara pamaHa mpa TpeicTaHa,
«3Bap’suensl  AnpOept» mnaBoasie KHirli fHa bapmusyckara «nsximiu
3aBanbHs, abo benmapych y (QaHTacThIUHBIX amaBsiAaHHAX», «bamaga mpa
brnangoro» ma marbiBax JiereHasl npa peinapa baBy. Croabl yBallluil 1’ eckl
«Cromuiennl a’s0am», «Yateipsl rictopeli Canamei», «Ppaniiimnika, abo HaByka
kaxaHHs», «Tapac na Ilapnace». Yce Ha3BaHbld TBOpHI 3MsINYaroNIa ¥
kHirax: «Cromiensl 1’ s6am» (2004) 1 «HaByka xkaxanns» (2005).

Sk mima cam ayTap, Aro prIMEMKI 3’SBUIICS «ca IMIKaJaBaHHS , IITO Y
oemapyckait mitapatypsl XVI-XIX cTcT. He OBLIO ApaMaTypridyHbIX TBOpAy
Y3pOYHIO 1 KIITANTY phIapckix pamanay «basa» 1 « Tpeimrgany. IlicbkMeHHIk
mparsreae: «f IMKHYYCS Tepakiacli TOThIS 1 IHIIBIA TBOPHI MIHYJBIX
CTaro/yi3sy Ha MOBY CydyacHail apamaTyprii, akTyaii3zaBailb JIiTapaTypHYIO
CHa4bIHY, aphITiHAIbHA IHTIPIPAITABALIb SIE».

AJIHOW 3 aJIMETHBIX PBIC phIMEHKa 3’sSyJsiela Toe, IITO ayTap 3axoyBae
CYaJIHACEHHE TAJIOYHBIX 1 IpyrapaJHblX MepcaHaxay sk y ayTIHThIUYHAM, TaK 1
¥ HoBaii Bepcii. Toe x Mbl HazipaeM 1y c.KaBanésa.

Y  peimeiiky «Tpeimyan, abo Ona3Hbl Ha [axaBaHHI» MaBOJJIE
CTapaXbITHAM JIETeHABbl Ipa TpepiCTaHa KOXKHBI T'epod 3aiiMae cBaé
TpajbllbliiHae Mecuia. Tpbllyan BeIKOHBae poito TpeicTana, [xoTta icHye TyT
sk [3omb11a, a kapoab Mapka sk ObIy 13s73bKaM TphllliuaHa 1 kapaném, Tak iM
1 3acTaeria.

['>TBI ppIMEMK MOJKHA aJHECIII Ja PhIMEiKa-MaThIBa MMaBOIJIC Kiacidikarisi
A. TapazeBiu. c.KaBanéy mnpaisirBae CrOXKITHYIO JIIHIIO apbITiHala, TOJbBKI
3MsHSI€ KaHeI I €Chl, IITO TaBOPHIIb a0 3yCIM 1HIIBIM 1IPWHBIM HalayHEHHI
CTBOpaHara 1M peIMeiika. Y mepmiacHaii sereHnze Tpeictan 1 [3ombaa
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namiparonb y aa3iH J3€Hb, Kaxaloubl aJ31H aJHaro fK y MepIibl pas3, a y
peiMeliky — Mapka 3a0iBae Dxoty, mepabnbitTaymsl 3 Tpeimrganam y 3HaK
noMctel. | MamamoMy pblllapy Tak 1 He Vyjaenna makaxaup DkoTy mna-
camnpaynHaMmy, 0e3 MiJIOCHara miTaa, 3 mepiiara norisiy.

Amanp Toe kK camae anObIBaella 3 nepcaHaxami peimeiika «banaga mpa
brnannoro». I'epoi maroup iHIIBIS IMEHBI, ajie rajoyHas 1735 3axoyBaellia.
KoxHbl 3aiimae Toi ka macar, to 1 ¥ apsirinaie. TyT Takcama 3MsHsela
17PiiHAae HalayHEeHHE 1 KaHell I’echl (K 1 HaJeXbIb PhIMEHKY-MaThIBY).
brnannos kaHuyae cBaé XbIIE camaryOcTBaM, TaMy IITO JAyMae, IITO HAaBaT
ChIH i1 He gapaBay, asie baBa 3pazymMey Maiii, TOJIbKI BeJIbMi MO3HA.

[pyras BbI3HaualibHasi aj3HaKka pbiMeilkay c.KaBanéBa 3akimodaenna y
THIM, IITO ¥ 1X 3BbIYAHA aJICYyTHIYAIOIb BBICOKISI aJHOCIHBI MaMiX TeposiMi,
SHBl CTAHOBAIIA OOJNBII TMPHI3EMJICHBIMI, HSAMAa ¥ 1X 1 CaHTBIMEHTAY,
pacuyseHHacI ycix reposy. [IppicyTHIYAIOIb IIBIHI3M, CKBAITHACI(H, BHITAIA.

['>Ta MBI MOKaM Mpacayblllb HA MPBIKIAJI3€ caMixX TBOpay JpamMarypra.
Cnauatky Bo3bMeM 11°ecy « Tppiiryan sl xotay.

SlckpaBbIM TpBIKIaJaM Takora mepcaHa)xa MOXHa JIYbIIs Kapais Mapky,
TaMy WTO €H HEHaBiA31lb CBalro ruisiMeHHika TpeluaHa, HATIeA3d4bl Ha
TOE, IITO TOM PBI3bIKYE CBAIM KBILLIEM A3€s I3s/13€uki. bynye sMmy macrki,
Mapblillb a0 Aro cMepil, TaMy WTO TpbIIYaH CMENbl, MOIHBI, Xallsl KPbIXY i
JIETY1LICHHBI, aJIe BbICAKAPOAHBL. Y apbIriHajie Takora He Ha3ipaelua.

A¥yTap BenabMi J00pa Majroe campayaHblsd JTyMKl 1 XapakTap aaMoyHara
reposi, ITO Jaramarae HaM 3pa3yMellb Sro YHyTpaHHbI cBeT. Ha mpbIKaHIIbI
m’ecbl Mapka 3a0iBae xoty, mepaOnbiTayiibl 3 Tpblllyanam, skasi axBsipye
csi0e 3eI1sl KaXaHHs J1a phirapa.

Hapomie, y peimeiikax c.KaBanéBa apyrapaanbisi repoi BBHIBOA3AIIA Ha
MIEPIIBI TIJIaH 1 aIBITPBIBAIONG OOJBIN aKTHIYHIOI 1 3HAYHYIO POJIIO ¥ pasBilli
JaneHIIbIX Maj3€i, YbIM ThIs, SIK1s J3€MHIYAIONb ¥ aYTIHTHIYHBIM TBOPBI.

Tak, nHanpeikiaj, bparins 3 peimelika npa Tpelllluana CTaHOBIIA aJHOM 3
CaMBIX TaJOYHBIX I3€I0YBIX acob. Y aphiriHane sie HABAT MOXKHA OBLIO i He
3aYBAXbIIb, TAaKyl0 HA3HAUHYIO NAa3ilbll0 sHA TaM 3aiiMaina, ajie 3yCiM
HaaJBapoT aj0biBaena Yy peiMeiiky c.KaBanépa: siHa pamamarae Ixore
BbIpalanpb NpaljaeMbl, 3 IKIMI Tash HE MOXa CIIpaBilllla cama, CTaHOBILLA si€
raJloyYHBIM JlapaadbikaM, 3aycénpl 3Haxoj3iia mobdaud 3 Tpelmmyanam, kabd
HakipoyBalb ST0 VYbIHKI ¥ MpaBUIbHBI OOK. flHa amanb IITO 3aycEnmbl
npaisirBae pyxaip J3€sHHE, a acTaTHIs Tepol 1Ayl ma YKo mpauspiroiieHai
€ mapose. IlpakTeiuHa, ma yciM TIKCIIE MEHaBITa sSHA MavblHAC JIBISJIOTI.
bparins 3’synsenna 3myvyanbHikam mamik  Mapkam 1 Tpslnrgadam,
Tpeimryanam 1 Ixotait. bparins Bemae, sk 1 J1a Karo JICHIN MaJCTyIia, Kad
naMmik  kapaném, Tpermuanam 1 Dkortait  ycramsBamics  J0OpBIs
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Vy3aemaanHOCIHBI. SIHA TpBIAYMIIi€ HE TOJBKI PO3HBIA XITPBIKi, aje
aJHadacoBa 3’syjsenna J00pbIM «Imcixojaram». bpariHg Beulydaenma sk
camacToiiHas acoba, sKas aJgpo3HIBaellla aJ AacTaTHIX pa3BaKaHHEM,
LBSPO3aCLI0 pO3yMa, CHarayIiBacuo 1 1a0pbIHEN.

Toe x nmarerubinua i1 ciyxki Peruapasl 3 «banaasl npa bianporo». Ane
TOJIbKI ¥ PHIMEUKY €H CTAHOBIIIIA aIMOYHBIM T€pOEM 1 aj iro OPYJIHBIX cripay
3aJIeXbIlb Aaliellbl JIEC acTaTHIX nepcaHaxay. Kam moxkHa ckaszaup, ITO
yc€, yaro pacsrHyia bparins, Hajexbllb si€ YHYTpaHbIM HaMaraHHSIM
TBaphbIlb Aa0po, €if, ObllIamM, Haaellla raTa aj npeIpojisl, TO Peiuap, y cBaio
qapry, yBailloy y JAaBep I3sIKyI0Ubl CBaéil yCIy KI1BacIll, MaTaKaHH1 KOXKHAMY
1 BBIKAHAHHI 3arajay. En imxHemma KOKHaMy Jarajsinb, Kkad machs
CKappICTallb ITa ¥ cBaix MdTax. YacaMm 31aeriiia, mro €H KaHTpaidie yce
naj3el 1 y3aemMaaJHOCIHbI aMiX TeposiMi, €H COUBIIh 3a YCIM, a Tacis Kipye
nécami acTaTHIX MepcaHa)kay, TOJIbKI HE Ha KapbICIh 1M, a Ha KapbICIh cabe 1 3
BeJIbMI JApIHHBIM Hamepami. Tpa0a manaue, mro Peruapna 1 Bparias — nBa
3yCIM CyIpaLbJIETIbIA Fepol.

Aurus anHOM peicail peiMetikay c.KaBanéBa MOKHA JYBII TOE, ITO ayTap
YBOJ311lb HOBBI THIIT Ieposi, sIKi OJI13K1 J1a CydacHAacCIIl.

Cam Tpeimryan HaObIBae pHICKI CydyacHara Majajora XJOIa, KpPbIXY
JeTylleHHara, pazoammuanara i Hecyp’€3nara. ['ata Benbmi 1o0pa Hazipaera y
SITO MTaBOJ31HAX.

Tak Tpeiluad MaBoJ3ilb Cs0€ HE Ma-PHILAPCKY: HE yMee aObIxoA3ilia 3
n3sydaTami, HaBaT HATJIEA3SYbl HA TOE, IIITO STHBI MOTYIIh OBIIb KapajeyHaMi.
Kam Tpeimuan npeiBo3sine Dxoty aa kapans Mapki, To makijae se yakaip 3a
A3BApBIMA, a caM ca3ilia TYJSIb 3 I3s/13bKaM y IIaxMaThl, 3a0bIYIIbI HaBaT
IIpa cBa€ KaxaHHE J1a se.

VY m’ece npa Tpeimyana cycTpakaroiiia BbIpa3bl 1 CJIOBBI, SKisl HAaJalOIb
«cydyacHae» aJlleHHE YCsAMY TBOPY: «IalEllHa» — Mbl TaK Kaxam, Kali
CTaHOBILA CMEIIHA, Mbl MpasyssgeM IHTIP3C Ja HeWkal 3°sBbl, ab0 sHA
BBIKIIIKae ¥ Hac 3aJaBajbHEHHE; «CaMajaiikay, «Bajalyray, «Ka3amac»
«HACTaBIIb POT1», «HaXaOHIKy», «3J7aMallb JIaBy Ha rajaBe y pbiiapa» i r.j.

MosxHa 3paliup BBICHOBY, WTO Yyce TBopbl c.KaBanéBa HamoyHEHbI
cydacHail armacdepail, r3Ta aadyBaella A3SKYHOUYbl CaMbIM MaJICHbKIM
JTPTANSIM, CXEMe Yy3aeMaaJHOCIH MaMiX reposiMi, 0adyHa 3 1X TaBOJ3IH 1
raBopkil. Yce TBOpBI, SIK TO€ Mae Obllb, IPACIKHYTHl CydacHail TAMaTbIKail,
TaMy IITO, CTBOPAHBISL PHIMEIKI HA 3HAKAMITBISI CIOKATHI, HATJIEA3SIYbI HA Yac,
y sKl SHBI CTBapaics, Tak Il 1HAKII aJanTyroIa Ja TOW JI0Xi, Ja TOM
cydacHacll, y sKOM siHbl cTBapamicsa. I rata noOpa OayHa Ha MpBIKIAA3€
TBOpay c.KaBanéaa.

Peiveiikam c.KaBan€Ba ymaciiiBa BBIKapbICTAaHHE TPBIEMY «TIATp Yy
TIaTphl». MeHaBiTa Tak TayblHaelna m'eca «Tpeimrgan, abo Ona3HBI Ha
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naxaBaHH». Ha cipre 3 aynsenna @panmimak (Tpeimuan) 1 @panimimka
(bxora), Tparik (Mapka) 1 Kamensisintka (bparins). Yce siHbl BhIpaliarolb
NacTaBlllb I1’€Cy MaBOJyI€ CTapaXbITHApbILAPCKail jereHjpl npa TpeictaHa,
ane @panuimak npamnanye KameapstHTIBI TacTaBilb KaMmeabito, a Opanirinika
wianye Tparenbito 1 Tparik 3 €l 3ramkaenia. [lacas pasMoBbl maybIHaela
m’eca. Tpaba aa3Haublllb, IITO KOXHBI 3 IepcaHaxay campayabl MayblHae
BBIKOHBAllb 3allJlaHaBaHyl0 poiito: Tpeimryad 1 bparins irparoib Kameablio,
naBo/A3sALb csi0€ 1 BRIMISAAIONb 1aBOJIl cMelllHa, a xora 1 Mapka nmaybIHarob
CBAaI0 «Tparejplio», 1 raTasi TpariyHaclh BeJIbMIi J100pa ajirocTpaBajiacs Ha 1X
nécax.

Sk npasina, c.KaBanéy Ha nepiae mMeciia BbIBO311b acabiiiBa MPbIBAOHbI
’KaHOUYBl BOOpa3, cTBapae, Ha HaIlll MOTJIA, iPaibHae yBacablieHHE >KaHOYail
IyIIbI, pacKpbiBae s€ TJBIOOKYIO IIiciXajariyHacib 1 TparigHaciip. Takimi
3’ aymnstonna xota 1 biannos. ¥V peiMeiiky siHBI MakyTyiolb aa abcTaBiH, aj
JIP3HHBIX MaBOA3IH JIIOJ3€M, sKis Bakon 1X. Ix okbIIIE cancaBaHa
He3aclly)kKaHa, TaMy IOTO SIHbl YAYJISIONb Ca0Ol BSPIIBIHIO >KaHOLKACI,
MPBITAXKOCII, KaxaHHA, Ha0pbiHi. Bakon sxaHOUBIX BOOpaszay pasropTBaroiia
TaIOYHBIA TMaj3ei, AHbl 3 Ayisdouna HiObl BOCCIO ycaro TBopa. Auie
HaIpBIKAHIIBl 1X KBIIIE abaBs3koBa 3akaHuBaela TpariyHa. | bmanpos, i
I)xota mamiparoiib.

Aman anHa amMeTHas acaOumiBacib peiMerikay c.KaBayiépa Bbisysera ¥y
TBIM, IIITO CBae I1’e€Chl ayTap mavblHae HIOBI 3 CAPAI31HBI apbIriHajia, Ha K1 €H
abamipaena. Alle MOXHa 3pa3yMellb NpPbIYbIHY Takora MpbIEMY: He
MpayvbITayIlIbl aYTOHTBIYHBI TBOP, aMallb HE MarybiMa 3pa3yMellb COHC 1 3MECT
peiMeiika. Jlemm ckazanb, MOXKHa 3yCIM HE 3ayBaXKbIl[b CYBS31 TaMik
aboJByMa TOKCTaMi. A TITa nepanikapkae yoadsilp 171910 ayTapa peIMeiika.

MoskHa Aafalb, IITO ayTap Iylse 3 XapakTapaMi reposy. EH ix Gombim
HamayHse madymisaMi, poOillh TIBIO0KA MCiXadariaHbIMi, 9K31CTIHIBISIIBHBIMI.
KoxHbl epcanax — acOOHBI CBET, apbITIHAJIBHBI 1 HEMAYTOPHBI, 4 HAM TOJIbKI
3acTaela Y KbIBallla 1 aquyBalb iX.

ArmolHse, 1ITo, Ha Hall MOTJjsj, HeaOXOoJ/IHa BBUTYYbIllb, 3aKJIIOYacIa ¥y
TeiM, TO c.KaBan€y 3msiHse KaHel KOXKHAW TeChl Y aApO3HEHHE aj
ayTAOHTBIYHBIX TBOpay. ['3Ta Hajgae aphIriHalbHACLB 1 HEMAYTOPHACLb SO
peiMeiikaM. HaBaTapcTBa 1 HaBi3HA 1IKaBALb YblTaya SIIIYD HA MAYaTKy I1°€Chl,
aJsie 1iKaBaclb J1a TBOpa He TyOsIsena 1 HanpblKaHIIbL.
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COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF SUPERSTITIONS
IN BRITISH AND BELARUSIAN CULTURES

. 3axapoBa

«The most beautiful experience we can have is the mysterious.
1t is the fundamental emotion that stands at the cradle of true art and

true science.»
Albert Einstein, The World as I See It, 1931

We may think that we live in a sophisticated age, but even in the XXI cen-
tury many customs and superstitions still exist. Some of them are really wide-
spread throughout the world. And I suppose it is really very interesting to
learn how much people living in Britain and Belarus are superstitious, if there
are any variations from country to country, if current world events have made
people more superstitious.

Are black cats lucky? What should you do if you spill salt? And why is
touching wood a good idea? I often ask myself these questions. The more
times I do it the better I realize that superstition is a pretty slippery concept,
and we need to examine what we mean by it. The simple statement that a su-
perstition is an irrational belief is quite adequate for most purposes, as long as
we don't enquire too closely into the meaning of the word 'irrational’. But not
every irrational belief gets labelled as superstition. One of the key characteris-
tics of superstition is a belief in the existence of luck, as a real force in life,
and that luck can be predicted by signs, and can be controlled or influenced by
particular actions or words. Other key elements include a belief in fate, which
again can be predicted and a belief in fate, which again can only be described
as magic — the idea that people can be harmed or protected by spells, charms,
amulets, curses, witchcraft, and so on.

Few people can claim to be completely free of superstition. The main rea-
son for the decline of superstition in modern times is that many of former

48



