MINISTRY OF EDUCATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS
BELARUSIAN STATE UNIVERSITY
PHILOLOGICAL FACULTY

English Linguistics Department

SAMAN J. AHMED

EMOTIVE LANGUAGE: GRAMMATICAL WAYS OF EXPRESSING EMPHASIS IN
MODERN ENGLISH

Master’s thesis

Scientific Advisor:
Liudmila Drozd,

Senior Lecturer

Jlonymena x 3ammure

« _» 2014 r.

3aB. kadenpoil aHrMUICKOTO S3bIKO3HAHUS

JIOKTOp negarorunyeckux Hayk, npodeccop H. H. HuxneBa

Minsk, 2014

1



Contents Pages

ABSTRACT IN ENGLISH. ..o 6
ABSRACT IN RUSSTAN . . e e 7
INTRODUCTION ... e 8

CHAPTER 1 EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE MEANS AS AN OBJECT OF

LINGUISTICSRESEARCH ......ooiititiiiiie e 11
1.1The role of Language in the construction of emotion............................ 11
1.2 The category Of eXPreSSiVeNEss ......ouuuirieee et et ettt eneeieeeeenns 12
1.3 The concept of emphasis ........c.c.ovviiiiiiiiiii e 13
1.4 Expressive means and Stylistic devices ..........oeveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiainnnn, 15

1.4.1 Functional styles as a predominant factor for selecting expressive

1.5 Classification and characteristics of emphatic means and their

o1 (o700 4 (o ST 19
Conclusions to Chapter 1.........ooiiiiii i 25
CHAPTER 2 GRAMMATICAL MEANS OF EXPRESSING EMPHASIS IN
MODERN ENGLISH. ...t 26
1 B 113 5] 10 o P 26
2.1.1 Adverbial phrases of direction and place...............c.cooevviiiiiiiiannnn. 28
2.1.2 Conditional SENTENCES. .. ..euueneete ittt 28
2.1.3Comparisons with Asand Than ..., 29
2.1.4 Inversion after negative adverbials...................oooiiiiiiiin 29
2.1.5 Object -subject - verb word order.................ocooiiiiiiii 31

2.1.6Predicative adjective or noun —subject — copula-(be) word order...........31

2 T ) 0111311V S 31



2.1.8 COMPIEIMENLS. ...\ttt ettt e et et e et e e e neeenaas 32

2.1.9 Also, complement — verb- subject word order.....................cooil 32
2.1.10 Fronting direct object in speech............ooiiiiiiiiiiii 33
2.1.11 Inversion after so/such with that....................cooii i, 33
2.2 Elliptical CONStrUCTIONS. . .uutieit et e e eee s 34

2.3 Rhetorical questions and exclamatory sentences........................cveeieenn. 36

1 B 1o1 11 o) (o 1157 o2 110 ) D 36

2.5Parcellation ........c.oiuiii i e 37
2.6 Construction with itis... that ..o, 37
2.7 Cleft SENLENCES .. \vintietitt et 38
2.7.1 Types of cleft sentences ...........ccoeiiriiiiiiiiiiii e 38
2. 7. L tClet e, 39
2.7.1.2 Wh-cleft/pseudo-cleft ..........oooiiiiii e, 40
2.7.1.3 Reserved wh-cleft/ inverted pseudo-cleft ...............c..ooiiiiiiiiin.s. 40
27 LA AN —cleft ..o, 40
2.7.1.5 Inferential- cleft ........coooiiiii 41

2706 There-cleft ..o 41
2.7.1.7 If—Dbecause cleft ... 41
2.8 Structural issues of cleft sentences ............ccoeoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 42
2.9 Other lexical emphatic constructions ..............cooeoviiiiiiiiiiiie e, 44

ConClUSIONS t0 Chapter 2 ......viee it e e e e 46



CHAPTER 3 ANALYSIS OF EMPHATIC CONSTRUCTIONS ............... 47

3.1 Classification of emphatic constructions with practical examples ........... 48
3.1.1 Construction with the relative pronoun what ......................coenn, 48
3.1.2 Construction with the emphatic do ...............coooiiiiiiii i, 48
3.1.3 The construction, consisting of the conjunction Nor and the verb Do

............................................................................................... 48
3.1.4 Double Negation .........c.ciiiiiiiiii i e e 48
3.1.5 Inversion and a Concessive Clause .........oovivriiiiiiiniiiee e 49

.............................................................................................. 49
3.1.5.2 CONCESSIVE ClAUSE .. .eueetitetee ettt e eeee e 49
3.1.5.3 Concessive sentences with as or though ....................oci, 50
3.1.5.4 Concessive sentences With conjunctions ...............ccoeevevvinienenininnn, 50
3.1.5.5 Negative words, that give rise to the word inversion ....................... 51
.16 Parcellation ..........coiuiiiiiiiiii i e —— 51
3.2 Peculiarities of using emphatic constructions based on BBC.COM articles
.............................................................................................. 52
3.2.1BBC Articles: INVEISION .........ooiiiiiniiiiiii it e, 52
3.2.2 BBC Atrticles: Elliptical sentences .............ccoooviiiiiiiiiniinie i 53
3.2.3 BBC Articles: Emphatic Itis.... That ..............ccoooiiiiiiiiii i, 53
3.2.4 BBC Atrticles: Rhetorical questions and exclamatory sentences .......... 54
3.2.5 BBC Articles: Emphatic Do .......cooiiiiiii 54
3.2.6 BBC Articles: Parcellation.................ooooiiiiiiii e 54
3.2.7 BBC Articles: Double negation ..............ccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 55



CONCLUSIONS . . oottt e e e e ea e 56
LIST OF REFERENCES. ... e o7
List Of reference Sources ..........ocoiiiuiiiiii e 57
LiSt OF INTEIMEt SOUICES ....viiieei i, 59
ANNE X E S . 61
ANNEX A: CLASSIFICATION OF FUCTIONAL STYLES..............cooe. 61

ANNEX B: TYPES OF CLEFT- SENTENCES ..o,

ANNEX C: CLASSIFICATION OF EMPHATIC CONSTRUCTIONS .......

ANNEX D: CONCURRENCE FREQUENCY OF EMPHATIC
CONSTRUCTIOSN BASED ON BBC.COM



ABSTRACT

Key words: emotion, expressiveness, emphasis, grammatical ways of
expressing emphasis, emphatic constructions, inversion, cleft sentences.

The main objective of this paper is to demonstrate the emotional-expressive use of
the English language as a whole, and emphatic constructions and transformation, in
particular, in mass media texts. The purpose of the research is to study specific
realizations of emphatic constructions in the mass media text, as well as to get a
comprehensive idea of the methods used for better understanding of English emphatic
constructions. The methods of the research used are the complex analysis, as well as
comparative and contextual approaches. This thesis describes and analyzes the
concepts of emotion and emphasis, as well as different types of emphatic
constructions and ways of their use in Modern English. A deep analysis is conducted
on for investigating samples from mass media sources and determining the most
productive ways of emphatic transformation. Through this study we revealed the fact
that all the nomenclature of emphatic means in the English language contributes to
rendering the emotionality of human speech and that the most typical and productive
among them are different types of cleft sentence constructions.
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AHHOTAITUS

KntoueBble ciioBa: 3Molus, 3KCIPECCUBHOCTh, AMdasza, IpaMMaTHYECKHe
cnocoObl  BeIpakeHHs  dSM(pas3bl, dMdaruyeckue  KOHCTPYKIUH, HHBEPCHS,
NPEUIO’KEHUE C MPETMO3ULUeil KOHTPACTUBHOTO DJIEMEHT.

OcHoBHasl 3ajJa4a AAHHOM JUCCEpTAalUMU — HAIAOHO M0Ka3aThb HMOLMAIBHO-
HKCIIPECCUBHOE HCIIOJIb30BAHUE AHIJIMMCKOrO $3bIKa, B IIEJIOM, U 3M(paTUYECKUX
KOHCTPYKUMH M TpaHCcopMaluii, B YaCTHOCTH, B MEAMMHBIX TekcTax. Llenabto
JAHHOTO  HUCCIIEJIOBaHMs  SBJIIETCA  M3ydeHUE cleuuuueckoil  peanusanuu
3M(paTHUYECKUX KOHCTPYKLUHUHA B MEIUWHOM TEKCTE, a TaKXe MOApPOOHOE OMHCaHUE
METO/IOB, HCIOJb3YEMBIX JJIsl JY4YUIEro MOHUMAaHUSA AHTIUHCKHX SM(paTHUYEeCKUX
KOHCTpYKIMH. MeToiaMu TaHHOTO HUCCIENOBaHUS SBIIAIOTCS KOMIUIEKCHBIA aHAIIN3,
a TaKKe CpaBHUTEIbHBIM M KOHTEKCTyallbHBbIM NOAXO0Nbl. JlaHHas auMccepranus
OIKCBHIBACT M AHAIU3UPYET MOHATHUS SMOLUU U 3M(a3bl, a TAKKE Pa3IUYHbIE BUIbI
3M(pATUUECKUX KOHCTPYKIMM M CIOCOOBI HMX HCIOJB30BAaHUS B COBPEMEHHOM
aHrauiickom s3pike. [IpoBeneH riyOOKuMH aHanu3 s U3y4deHUs SMEpaTHUYECKUX
o0pa3loB, OTOOpaHHBIX U3 MEIAUMHBIX TEKCTOB U OIpeaeieHus Hauboiiee
MPOIYKTUBHBIX CIOCO00B 3MdaTudyeckoil TpaHchopmauu. B xone uccienoBaHus
OBLJIO BBISBJICHO, YTO BCS HOMEHKJIATypa SM(ATHUECKUX CPEACTB, CYUIECTBYIOLIAs B
COBPEMEHHOM aHTJIMMCKOM SI3BIKE CIOCOOCTBYET TEpelayd 3MOLUOHATBHOCTU
YEJIOBEUECKOW peur, a CAMbIMU TUIIOBBIMHU M MPOJYKTUBHBIMU CPEIH HUX SIBIISIOTCS
pa3IuYHbIC TUIIBI PEUIOKEHUIN C IPEMO3UIMEN KOHTPACTUBHOTO 3JIEMEHTA.
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