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смысла, так как обыденное знание не достаточно точно, и общий язык при-
спосабливается к такому знанию. Когда наши знания становятся абсолютно 
точными, нам требуется точный язык, где каждый термин имеет строго фик-
сированное значение. Таковым язык науки становится благодаря употребле-
нию терминов» [4, с. 8].
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Is the twenty-fi rst century the next century for America as a Superpower? 
In our view, it will be possible to answer this question by analyzing the country’s 
values and priorities at the present moment. They determine economic, political 
and social guidelines of a state as well as public morals.

We have tried to fi nd out what modern America looks like by analyzing 
numerous news articles and books, and among them we have singled out the 
travelogue «One-Storeyed» America written by V. V. Pozner and Brian Kahn. 
In 2006 the television crew headed by a famous Russian journalist V. V. Pozner 
undertook a trip to America, repeating the route of the Soviet writers I. Ilf and 
E. Petrov in 1935. They covered the distance from the New York City to San 
Francisco and back, having made this way a «ring», which allowed them to visit 
both: the Northern and the Southern States. The book itself is an impartial account 
of the things and phenomena they could see. Notably, it is supplied with the photos 
made by I. Urgant, a popular Russian showman.

So, populated by immigrants who came to the New World for a better life, 
America has incorporated the remarkable diversity of values and belief systems 
of every part of the world. Nevertheless, certain values are still at the core of the 
American system of values. 

The words that are dear to all American hearts are: «freedom», «mobility», 
«individualism», «opportunity», «energy», «pragmatism», «progress», «renewal» 
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and «competition» [2, p. 184]. Having read the book by Mr. Pozner and Brian 
Kahn, we would emphasize one more important thing – religion. As Mr. Pozner 
has rightly mentioned, it is impossible to understand the spirit of America without 
taking into account its dominant faith – Christianity [1, p 215]. Conscientious 
work and charity stem from it.

Generally, freedom is believed to be the underlying American value. First of 
all, it denotes the freedom of an individual to control his or her destiny [2, p. 184]. 
However, this freedom should not encroach upon the freedom of anybody else 
[1, p. 23]. Let us take the freedom of self-expression. For instance, imagine a 
lady of 70 in a bright blue velvet tracksuit, with dyed henna-red hair, a pierced 
nose, a lap-top on her knees somewhere at the underground railway station. If it 
is New York, hardly anyone will be surprised. But if it is a big city in any of the 
CIS countries, people will at best consider her eccentric. Or imagine a town of 
40,000 people inhabited solely by wealthy pensioners. A spotlessly clean town 
with perfectly-attended lawns, fi tness-clubs and the prices for housing of no less 
than $300,000. A town, where you cannot reside unless you are fi fty-fi ve. Seems a 
bit out of place? Yet for Americans it is a reality – that is the Sun City in Arizona 
for senior citizens only [1, p. 151–154]. 

Mobility as a value is often understood as social mobility: a possibility to 
change one’s social status in a class society. Americans highly appreciate 
their personal achievement. Being a self-made man or a self-made woman is 
still considered to be very valuable [2, p. 185–186]. However, in his research 
Mr. Pozner has discovered that not all of his interviewees nowadays believe in the 
American Dream. He has met with very wealthy people: Stepan Pachikov or Max 
Levchin who work for America’s Silicon Valley. These people owe their success 
to education. Illegal immigrants, on the other hand, may work day and night, earn 
their living, yet no more than that [1, p. 134–137; 140–141].

Speaking about pragmatism, America has not changed much towards the 21st 
century. American establishment has a very reasonable foundation. Everything 
is made for personal convenience. Americans are ready to invest in innovation 
and technology. Moreover, they have never been economical with military 
expenditure. America is believed to be the land of law and order. Being a police 
offi cer or a military person is a respected career path [1, p. 79–82]. 

Speaking about religion, Mr. Pozner mentions that this country of contrasts 
has been largely formed by Puritan religious refugees [1, p. 215]. Despite being 
an atheist, V. Pozner has hardly ever criticized the people he has met with for 
being religious. It is connected with the results of their work and humanity in 
practice. This way the journalist has shown that material wealth is not the axis 
around which everything revolves in this overtly capitalist country. He gives an 
example of a catholic pastor who works with juvenile delinquents, or a mayor of 
Peoria who is ready to invest more than to gain from his bold social programmes 
[1, p. 141–143; 76–77]. 
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What concerns conscientious hard work, however, its standards have 
generally declined. Mr. Pozner suggests it is connected with the fact that new 
waves of immigrants have a very vague notion of what puritan work ethic is about 
[1, p. 73–74]. And, unfortunately, many top professionals are still guided by 
personal interests, like, for instance, medical workers [1, p. 41–42]. 

Answering the initial question, we have come to the conclusion that America 
has a good potential to be a world leader. Mr. Pozner, however, is quite sceptical. 
He cannot but notice the economic competition from Asian countries and the fact 
that American democracy is not being perfect everywhere [48–49; 73–74; 210]. 

Anyway, this question is individual and the answer depends on your attitude 
to the USA. 
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S corporation is a form of corporation, allowed by the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice for most companies with 1-100 shareholders, which enables the company to 
enjoy the benefi ts of incorporation but be taxed as if it were a partnership. It is 
also called a Subchapter S Corporation, due to the Internal Revenue Code. Since 
all corporate income is «passed through» directly to the shareholders who include 
the income on their individual tax returns, S corporations are not subject to double 
taxation. [3] Namely this thing has made this type of conducting business nowa-
days in America the most attractive for investors. In other words, it is a kind of 
alternative to a typical widely used C corporation that is still a subject to double 
taxation and causes some problems for shareholders.

S Corporations provide their shareholders and shareholder-employees with 
three huge advantages:

1. Better legal protection and accounting. As compared to a sole proprietor-
ship or a general partnership, you fi rst have to form a limited liability company 
or a corporation and then S corporation. An S corporation reduces the risks of the 
business's owners. The general rule is that a corporation's shareholders are not 
liable for the corporation's debts because of their ownership. The tax accounting 




