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The article is devoted to the evaluation of a human rights-based approach to combating climate change. It is 

suggested to consider the human right to a healthy environment as a jus cogens norm to succeed in addressing 

global climate change and, in general, achieving sustainable development goals. 
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Сlimate change poses a global challenge which undermines ecosystems throughout the world. As a result, 

adverse impacts, such as extreme weather events, rising sea levels as well as floods, water shortages, droughts or 

desertification are, indeed, real with human-made greenhouse gas emissions being their primary cause (IPCC 

Fifth Assessment Report). Meanwhile, global climate change has further negative effects preventing persons and 

communities from full enjoyment of a range of human rights, including those to development and subsistence 

(namely, water, food, healthcare, shelter). 

 Combating climate change is a new and ambitious goal which first appears in the 2030 Agenda for Sustain-

able Development (hereinafter the Agenda). Apart from the indicated goal, the Agenda sets targets in economic 

and social spheres, thereby introducing the concept of achieving sustainable development in its three dimen-

sions – economic, social and environmental – in a balanced and integrated manner (para. 2). However, a difficult 

question arises when it comes to compatibility of sustainable development goals: how can the goals of ending 

poverty, hunger and promoting economic growth be compatible with the need to take urgent actions on climate 

change requiring sufficient financial resources and restrictions on greenhouse gas emissions? 

The XXI century climate change is a major threat to human rights, which therefore makes it necessary to ad-

vance a global human rights-based response. According to para. 8 of the Agenda, it is important to ensure the 

universal respect for human rights and the full realization of human potential. However, climate change mitiga-

tion measures should be directed at cutting greenhouse gas emissions immediately. At the same time, the right to 

development implies the right to emit greenhouse gas for the purpose of assuring the long-term fulfilment of hu-

man rights in developing and the least developed countries [Humphreys, 2011. Human rights and climate change. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, p.15]. Thus, the problem is that the appropriate legal framework is 

needed, within which both affected human rights to subsistence and development are equally realized in the con-

text of combating global climate change. 

As for the right to development, it is reflected in the numerous international legal instruments of a binding and 

non-binding character. At a minimum, the latter include the aforementioned Agenda that recognizes the need to 

build societies based on respect for human rights (including the right to development) (para. 35 of the Agenda) and 

the Declaration on the Right to Development which declares it as an inalienable human right (art. 1). Notably, it is in 

line with the States’ right to promote development under art. 3 of the UNFCCC and supported by the right of all 

peoples to freely dispose of their natural wealth and resources guaranteed by art. 1 of the ICCPR and ICESCR. 

 The rights to water, food, healthcare and shelter are covered by the ICESCR. Particularly, while the rights to 

food, healthcare and shelter are explicitly reaffirmed in the Covenant mentioned (art. 11, 12), the human right to 

water is derived from the right to an adequate standard of living (art. 11) and that to the highest attainable stand-

ard of health (art. 12) according to the General Comment No. 15 (para. 3). Moreover, in its 2010 resolution 

(A/HRC/RES/15/9) the UN Human Rights Council confirmed that the right to water is part of existing interna-

tional law and is legally binding upon States. 

The rights-based approach to addressing climate change is a multifaceted problem that cannot be tackled 

without having to prioritize the analyzed human rights. A possible solution may be found in the principle of 

common, but differentiated responsibilities entrenched in a number of climate change agreements. Humphreys’ 

analysis of these international legal documents shows that the major factors to be taken into account while allo-

cating financial burdens are responsibility, need and capacity [Humphreys 2011, p. 120]. Even so, none has been 

efficient so far and the recent example refers to the U.S. withdrawal from the Paris Agreement. This means that to 
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date there is still no universal understanding of the importance of strict compliance with obligations in relation to 

climate change. 

The recognition of the human right to a healthy environment as a peremptory norm of public international 

law could strengthen the realization of a range of human rights, among others, the basic rights to development 

and subsistence. Instead of advocating for the vague human rights-based response to combating climate change, it 

would be more reasonable to view the jus cogens right to a healthy environment as an equitable basis for allocat-

ing financial burdens connected with the global need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. As unrealistic this sug-

gestion may sound today, it will probably be considered as a more relevant proposal in the near future. 
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In the last few decades, the regulation of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in the Earth's atmosphere has be-

come one of the key issues in the international environmental policy. A significant step towards to this goal is the 

development and ratification of the Paris Climate Agreement which is ended in to forth. Under this agreement, 

the Republic of Belarus has undertaken obligations to reduce the GHG emission by 28% by 2030 against the 

1990 base year level. To reduce the GHG emissions, the special attention should be paid to the management and 

use of forest and peatland ecosystems, soils and biomass, which are the largest carbon storage. 
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The Republic of Belarus is Annex I Party of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC). In accordance with its obligations under Articles 4 and 12, the Republic of Belarus annually devel-

ops a national inventory of anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals by sinks of all greenhouse gases 

not regulated by the Montreal Protocol. The inventory is submitted to the UNFCCC Secretariat [1]. 

One of the main parts of the inventory is the assessment of removals/emissions of GHG in the sector "Land 

use, land use change and forestry" (LULUCF). Estimation of the greenhouse gas emissions/removals are carried 

out in accordance with 2006 IPCC Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories (Volume 4 for the 

LULUCF sector) using both national emission factors and default factors, and 2013 Supplement on Wetlands [2]. 

The LULUCF sector is a net GHG removal in the Republic of Belarus. The greatest contribution to GHG 

absorption is made by category 4.A "Forest lands", in particular sub-category 4.A.1 "Forest lands remaining for-

est land". Absorption of GHGs in 2017 decreased by 27.33% compared to 1990, which is associated with 

a significant increase in the forestry, as well as an increase in controlling biomass burning. In comparison with 

2016 there was a decrease in living biomass because of additional the forest fund contributed by the Ministry of 

Forestry of the Republic of Belarus by 11.83%, resulted in sharp decrease in GHG absorption [3]. 

Category 4.B "Cropland" includes lands under perennial crops and organic cultivated soils. In 2017 the 

emissions in this category increased by 38.69% to the level of 1990, which is associated with an increase in 

felling of perennial plantations, as well as an increase in the area of organic soils in this category [3]. 

Category 4.D "Wetlands" includes the lands that used for peat extraction. In 2017, the GHG emissions from 

developed peat deposits decreased by 80.67% compared to 1990, which is due to a reduction in the development 

of new peat deposits, as well as the transfer of worked-out deposits to other land use categories [3]. 

In 2017, the absorption in LULUCF category decreased by 36.97% compared to 1990, which is associated 

with a decrease in living biomass because of additional the forest fund contributed by the Ministry of Forestry of 

the Republic of Belarus [3]. 

The scientifical and practical importance of the researches in this field is that the methodology and practice 

of greenhouse gas inventory are being improved. Scientifical approaches to the assessment of greenhouse gas 

emissions also help to enhance the quality of greenhouse gas inventories improve and further develop the meth-

odology of assessment of greenhouse gases and the quality of its inventory. 


