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NIKOLA TESLA, BRILLIANT AND AMAZING  

Е. Н. УЛАСЕВИЧ 

Nikola Tesla is often called one of the most important inventors in history. 

His discoveries in the field of electricity were way ahead of his time and con-

tinue to influence technology today. He is thought to be responsible for at 

least 300 inventions, in addition to countless unpatented ideas that he devel-

oped over the course of his career. Despite his accomplishments, however, 

Tesla died penniless and without the honours that he would ultimately earn 

over a century later. He was a really unique person and to prove that, we will 

now try to produce some significant and interesting facts from his biography. 

Nikola Tesla was born in modern-day Croatia in 1856; his father was a 

priest of the Orthodox Church and his mother was an inventor of household 

appliances. An interesting fact about Nikola Tesla’s birth should be mentioned: 

he was born around midnight, during a fierce lightning storm. According to 

family legend, the midwife declared the lightning a bad omen. “This child will 

be a child of darkness”, she said, to which his mother replied: “No. He will be a 

child of light.” And right she was! From an early age, Nikola Tesla demon-

strated the obsessiveness that amused and surprised people around him. Nowa-

days Nikola Tesla is known as the “genius who lit the world”. 

He began his career as an electrical engineer with a telephone company in Bu-

dapest in 1881. It was there, as Tesla was walking with a friend through the city 

park that the elusive solution to the rotating magnetic field flashed through his 

mind. With a stick, he drew a diagram in the sand explaining to his friend the 

principle of the induction motor. Nikola Tesla privately built a prototype of the in-

duction motor and ran it successfully. Unfortunately, he could not find anybody 

interested in promoting his device Tesla decided to go to America. Nicola had a 

childhood dream: to go to America to harness the power of Niagara Falls. 

In 1884 Tesla arrived in the United States with little more than the clothes on 

his back and a letter of introduction to a famed inventor and businessman. It was 

famous Thomas Edison, whose direct current (DC)-based electrical works were 

fast becoming the standard in the country. Edison hired Tesla, and the two men 

were soon working tirelessly alongside each other. They made improvements to 

Edison’s inventions. Tesla pointed out the inefficiency of Edison’s direct current 

electrical powerhouses that have been built up and down the Atlantic seaboard. 

Edison did not listen and would not agree. Because of that difference of opinion 

Tesla soon left Edison in order to develop his own project: the alternating current 

(AC)-induction motor. And here comes another legend - Tesla and Edison be-

came enemies. But these relationships have been misrepresented. Sure, they 

were on different sides of the so-called “War of Currents,” with Edison pushing 

for direct current and Tesla for alternating current. But they were like Steve Jobs 
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and Bill Gates of their time: one is a brilliant marketer and businessman and the 

other is a visionary and unpractical “tech fellow”. Perhaps, that is why Edison is 

often called the father of electric era, though, honestly speaking, it was Tesla 

who made the revolutionary inventions.  

AC-system of Nikola Tesla eventually caught the attention of American 

engineer and businessman George Westinghouse, who was long seeking 

means to supply the nation with long-distance power. The two of them started 

to cooperate. During this period Nikola Tesla patented several significant in-

ventions, including the “Tesla coil”, which laid the foundation for wireless 

technologies and is still used in radio technology. Being named after its in-

ventor, this impressive machine transforms energy into extremely high volt-

age charges. There was another great achievement - in 1895 Tesla designed 

the first AC hydroelectric power plant in the United States, at Niagara Falls.   

Thus his childhood dream came true. The following year, this hydroelectric 

power plant was used to power the city of Buffalo, New York. This invention 

and its author were highly publicized throughout the world. The alternating-

current system quickly became the preeminent power system of the 20th cen-

tury, and it has remained the worldwide standard ever since. 

In addition to his AC-system and coil, Tesla discovered, designed and de-

veloped ideas for a number of other important inventions, most of which were 

officially patented by other inventors. Let’s consider some of Nikola Tesla’s 

inventions attributed to other scientists. For example, the radio - Guglielmo 

Marconi won a Nobel Prize for inventing it; radar technology - Robert Watson-

Watt is credited with this invention; X-ray technology - Wilhelm Rontgen is 

considered as the discoverer. But Tesla stopped working with X-ray’s because 

he supposed them to be dangerous. Besides that, he also invented a remote con-

trol, neon lighting, electric motor, promoted the idea of wireless communica-

tion, envisioned the smartphone and wireless internet. He was even able to pro-

duce in his laboratory an artificial ball-lightning – one of the most terrific and 

unexplored phenomenon. All this proves that Nikola Tesla was a genius.  

Speaking of his amazing abilities, we cannot but mention, that Tesla had a 

photographic memory. He could memorize entire books and images. He 

picked up languages easily, and he could work through days and nights on on-

ly a few hours sleep. Nikola Tesla also had a powerful imagination and the 

ability to visualize in three dimensions, which he used to control the terrifying 

vivid nightmares Nikola suffered in childhood. Nikola Tesla was also known 

for having excessive hygiene habits, born out of a near-fatal bout of cholera 

which he was exposed to as a teenager. Another strange thing about his per-

son is that Nikola Tesla was afraid of jewellery, especially pearl earrings, so 

when his secretary put them on, Tesla gave her a day-off. In part this makes 

him such a mystical and eccentric character in popular culture. 
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Having become obsessed with the wireless transmission of energy, around 

1900 Nikola set to work on his boldest project yet: to build a global, wireless 

communication system. This system was to be transmitted through a large 

electrical tower to share information and provide free electricity throughout 

the world. With funding from a group of investors in 1901 Tesla began work-

ing on the project, designing and building a lab with a power plant and a mas-

sive transmission tower. It was to be built on a site on Long Island, New York 

and became known as Wardenclyffe. However, soon doubts arose among his 

investors about the plausibility of Tesla’s system. It happened because his ri-

val, Guglielmo Marconi - with the financial support of Thomas Edison - con-

tinued to make great advances with his own radio technologies. That is why, 

Tesla had no choice but to abandon the project. The Wardenclyffe staff was 

laid off in 1906 and by 1915 the site had fallen into foreclosure. Two years 

later Tesla declared bankruptcy and the tower was dismantled and sold for 

scrap to help pay off the debts he had accumulated.  
So, it is obvious, that with his incredible mind and all his inventions, Niko-

la Tesla was neither rich, nor famous. Nevertheless he had a lot of famous 
friends: he was close friends with conservationist John Muir, one of the 
founders of the Sierra Club, an environmental organization. He loved that 
Tesla’s hydroelectric power system was a clean energy system and ran on wa-
terfalls. Also among Nicola’s friends there were financiers Henry Clay Frick 
and Thomas Fortune Ryan and also the famous American writer Mark Twain.  

After suffering a nervous breakdown because of Wardenclyffe situation, 
Tesla eventually returned to work, primarily as a consultant. But as time went 
on, his ideas became progressively more outlandish and impractical. As well 
he grew increasingly eccentric, devoting much of his time to the care of wild 
pigeons in New York City’s parks. He even drew the attention of the FBI with 
his talk of building a powerful “death beam”, which had received some inter-
est from the Soviet Union during World World II.  

Here is one very convincing example of his inventions which was neither 
properly evaluated, nor even understood. It is radio remote control. In 1898 
Tesla demonstrated a boat that used a coherer based radio control—which he 
dubbed "teleautomaton"—to the public during an electrical exhibition at 
Madison Square Garden. The crowd that witnessed the demonstration made 
outrageous claims about the workings of the boat, such as magic, telepathy, and 
being piloted by a trained monkey hidden inside. Tesla tried to sell his idea to the 
U.S. military as a type of radio-controlled torpedo, but they showed little 
interest. Just think of that!! Remote radio control remained a novelty until World 
War I and afterwards, when a number of countries used it in military programs. 
Tesla took an abortive attempt to further demonstrate "Teleautomatics" in an 
address to a meeting of the Commercial Club in Chicago on 13 May 1899. 

Poor and reclusive, Nikola Tesla died on January 7, 1943, at the age of 86, in 

New York City, where he had lived for nearly 60 years. Upon his death the U.S. 



 136 

government confiscated all of his scientific research from his lab and apartment. 

Some of Tesla’s papers are still classified by the government as secret files. 

Tesla's legacy has experienced resurgence in recent years thanks to a hand-

ful of supporters who have popularized his work in the media. They hope to 

have a Nikola Tesla science museum built on the grounds of his former labor-

atory on Long Island, New York. As well Tesla's legacy has endured in 

books, films, radio, TV, music, live theater, comics and video games. The im-

pact of the technologies invented or envisioned by Tesla is a recurring theme 

in several types of science fiction. 

Tesla did much to help people have a better life. He never seemed to be inter-

ested in monetary gain, and because of that Nicola Tesla never had enough mon-

ey to do what he needed, wanted and dreamt to do. As was mentioned earlier Ni-

cola Tesla is thought to be responsible for at least 300 inventions but the exact 

number of patents held by Nicola is disputed. Historians believe, that some likely 

to remain undiscovered. In addition there are countless unpatented ideas that he 

developed over the course of his career for the betterment of humanity. 

When alive he wasn’t always happy and successful. But now the “genius 

who lit the world” is commemorated with an electrical unit called the Tesla. 

He has a place in the inventor’s hall of fame. There are streets named after 

Nikola Tesla, and a prestigious engineer’s award in his name. The airport in 

Belgrade is named after Nikola Tesla and they also have Nicola Tesla Muse-

um in Belgrade. New York State and many other states in the USA pro-

claimed July 10, Tesla’s birthday- Nikola Tesla Day. There are also a great 

many enterprises and organizations in his name, holidays and events held in 

his honour; places, schools and songs, innumerable statues, plaques and me-

morials all over the world dedicated to Nikola Tesla. 

Nikola Tesla was one of the most celebrated personalities in the American 

press last century.  According to Life Magazine's special issue of September, 

1997, Tesla is among the 100 most famous people of the last 1,000 years.  He 

is one of the great men who divert the stream of human history.  

РЕФЕРЕНДУМ 1996 ГОДА В РЕСПУБЛИКЕ БЕЛАРУСЬ: 

ПОЛИТИКО-ПРАВОВАЯ ОЦЕНКА 

Ю. А. Устинова 

Как известно, по результатам референдума, прошедшего в нашем го-

сударстве 24 ноября 1996 года, в Конституцию Республики Беларусь 

1994 года был внесен ряд масштабных изменений.  

Одной из предпосылок проведения референдума 1996 года стал рес-

публиканский референдум от 14 мая 1995 года. При этом основной поли-

тико-правовой причиной инициирования референдума явилось  несовер-


