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Aim of the study: Crustacean parasites constitute about 25% of marine fish parasites and 

commonly they are represented by Copepods, Brachyura and Isopod (Eiras et. al., 2000). 
The majority of parasitic isopods consist of members of Cymothoidae, Gnathiidae and 
Bopyridae families. Cymothoid isopods have been studied for many years. They are found in 
various parts of the fish body, skin, gills and fins. These parasites can cause gill, eye and 
internal organ damages, inflammation of the swim bladder. They provide portals of entry for 
other pathogens in fish. Nerocila is a large genus of the family Cymothoidae and living 150 
million years include at least 65 species living attached on the skin or on the fins of cultured 
and wild fish. Many studies were realized related to fish parasites in Turkey and these 
studies were reviewed by researchers recently. But new reports are being published every 
day deal with fish parasites. This study aimed to present the Nerocila species and their hosts 
reported in Turkey. 
 
Material and Methods: Studies performed related with Nerocila species in Turkey were 
rewived and their host and locations listed. 
 
Results: Four species of Nerocila (N. acuminata, N. bivittata, N. maculata N. orbignyi) have 

been reported from many wild fish in Turkey. Nerocila acuminata reported from Pegusa 
nasuta Scorpaena porcus Symphodus sp.,Trachinus draco and Uranoscopus scaber, 
Nerocila bivittata reported from Belone belone, Dentex macrophthalmus, Dicentrarchus 
labrax, Gobius niger, Hippocampus guttulatus, Labrus merula, Neogobius melanostomus, 
Pagellus sp., Pagellus erythrinus, Parablennius songuinolentus, Pegusa nasuta, Platichthys 
flesus, Uranoscopus scaber, Scophthalmus maximus, Scorpaena porcus, Scorpaena scrofa, 
Sparus auratus, Symphodus sp., Symphodus tinca, Syngnathus sp., and Sciaena umbra, 
Nerocila orbignyi reprted from Dicentrarchus labrax, Liza aurata, Serranus cabrilla, Solea 
solea and Nerocila sp. reported from Diplodus puntazzo, Mullus barbatus, Pegusa nasuta, 
Sciaena umbra, Symphodus sp.  
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