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extemporaneous tcaching of problem vocabulary ems that come up without w TR UTLT
n the course of a lesson. | he second part deals wath “planned vocabulary teaching”
that i where the 1eacher EOCE IR0 e Classioam with an ttem or a set ol vooabulams
tems that he or she decuded will be ught dunng the tegson, Comments made about
teschime o anplanned and planncd vocabulary teaching are nol exclusive, Clearly
whal i3 sad about one may well apply to the other. Neverthelesa the distinction is a
useiul one and should help teachers think about thetr own vocabulary teaching in the

¢ lasgroim

However neglected vocabulary has been in theory, there is little doubt that a
greal deal of vocebulary teaching s cummently going on in the second language
Classroom. In almost any ESL. class vou can see the board coverad with wirds thai
have artsen dur:r:!'_ the lesvin l}utm._.: the lesson vou can hear the students and teas e
discussing the meanings of words. If you look at the students’ desks you will see
papers Nilled with new words 10 be leamed. So, vocabulary s being taught in the ESL
ciassroom, although for the most part unsystematically

Much of this teaching is unplanned. It may anse bechause students may have
problems with words that have come up in the lesson. Altemuatively, it may be that in
the course of the lesson the teacher suddenly realizes that an important vocabulary
itemn that has she or he has just introduced or is about 1o introduce is unknown to the
majarity of the students. Al such points the teacher has w improvise an explanation
and do some unplanned teaching.

Heing able to deal with unanticipated vocabulary problems is a key skill in the
art of second langunge teoching. Some teachers can think quickly on their feet and are
very adept at providing ad hoe explanations. However, others flounder and make an
encounter with an anticipated problem word an interlude of lifile value 1o the students
i the lesson. There are, however, steps that can be tuken to help teachers prepare for
such moments,

There are two grest dangers in unplanned vocabulary teaching: One s that the
teacher may not go far enough in dealing with the new word. and afles the teacher's
etforts, the students still don’t understand the meaning of the word, The other is that
the teacher may go too far and get carried awny, devoling an excessive amount of
tirne to the word and other related words.
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