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of adult sex role differences being found in two-year-old children (Cracely & 
Myers, 1984). Research showed that children at the age of two and half use 
gender stereotypes like variety of activities, objects, and occupations (Hoff-
man, 1986). Approximately five-seven year old child is conscious of his (her) 
sex and models appropriate behavior (Kon, 2004). 

5.   Gender socialization is realized in different ways in a family. For ex-
ample, there are distinctions between gender socialization styles: modern, tra-
ditional and joint (combined). Differencing parental treatment with boys and 
girls is contained in: 

• expressing male or female traits 
• acquisition of specific gender toys 
• giving gender based assignments 
• training features according to one’s sex 
• obtain specific clothe to emphasize male or female belonging  
• reading specific literature  

6.   Gender stereotypes, roles, modes of behavior form from birth till 
death due to gender socialization. Parents influence on child even from his 
(her) birth, parental behavior defines multiple factors: 

• features of culture in appropriate society, 
• perception of gender, masculine and feminine traits,  
• Mass Media information about gender (or with gender context), 
• maintenance of appropriate gender role model, 
• reproducing gender stereotypes in society, 
• particularity of gender socialization of themselves.  

 
D. C. Shakanava  

Belorussian State University  

KEY  CATEGORIES  OF  INVESTIGATING  THE 
PROBLEM  OF  SOCIAL  ADAPTATION  OF  ORPHANED 

CHILDREN 
The family plays a crucial role in the development of social skills. From 

parents a child learns how to socialize, and he / she observes the parents’ be-
haviors, attitudes and emotional reactions. In this way, the family setting gives 
a child the opportunity to learn how to interact with other people. Sometimes 
families fail to fulfill their functions; the family may be dysfunctional, or a 
child may be raised without a family. Such children face psychological prob-
lems due to lack of parental care and limited integration with adults. 

The term socialization is used by sociologists and social psychologists in 
order to refer to the process of learning one’s culture and how to live within it. 
For the individual it provides the skills and habits necessary for acting and 
participating within their society. Socialization is essential for the develop-
ment of individuals who can participate and function within their societies, as 
well as for ensuring that a society's cultural features will be carried on through 
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new generations. Socialization is most strongly enforced by family, school, 
and peer groups and continues throughout an individual's lifetime. In a broad 
sense, adaptation is a dynamic process and results in the adjustment of living 
matter to environmental conditions and to other living things. Social adapta-
tion implies social skills and the ability to interact. It implies the acquisition of 
social skills and roles by individual as well as the development of adequate 
behavioral patterns and interpersonal relations, which ensure emotional com-
fort and satisfaction from interaction with the environment. 

Orphan is "a child who has lost one or both parents because of death and 
is under the age of 18" and a "vulnerable child" is "a child who needs care and 
protection." Social orphans are those children who have biological parents, but 
are not brought up by them. Scientific theory and research have revealed 
shortcomings of orphanage care. It can lead to personality disorders, problems 
in interpersonal relationships, severe parenting difficulties later in life. Placing 
children in institutions entails serious psychological risks. It is considered, that 
most institutionalized children are doomed to fail psychologically. 

Early identification of social and emotional problems in young children is 
necessary for optimal developmental outcomes. Positive early experiences lay 
the necessary foundation for the healthy development of later behaviors and 
thought processes. Moreover once established social /emotional problems re-
main stable over time and are highly resistant to change. That’s why it is not 
surprising that a strong relationship exists between childhood behavior prob-
lems, delinquency, and later criminality. In addition to screening for social-
emotional problems, the general developmental behaviors of the child should 
be screened to identify potential delays in cognitive, motor, communication, 
and adaptive skills that may affect social/emotional functioning. How the child 
functions in a variety of settings with different people should be assessed. In-
put from both caregivers and preschool teachers is important as the child may 
not function in the same manner in different settings. 

Thus any amount of orphanage experience is harmful due to maternal 
deprivation. Disruption of mother-child bond is very harmful for child’s men-
tal and physical health. The institutionalized care system fails to ensure ade-
quate development of mental abilities, emotions and personality, a fact that 
causes social maladaptation of orphans. More attention should be devoted to 
this problem in order to help those children, who lack parental care. Children’s 
healthy development should be a key goal in overall national development. 
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