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course are recognized as invalid ones.  Because even the philosophers who 
deny fruitful use of metaphors in the process of cognition make use of them. 
For example, Francis Bacon used such metaphors as “idols of theatre” in his 
investigation of different obstacles in the way of attainment of truth. This 
metaphor helped him to explain the nature of these obstacles. 

2.  The main categories of philosophical schools have metaphorical 
nature and work in accordance with a principle of analogy. Every philoso-
phical theory is based on a set of its main categories. The way the categories 
become existing is the way of searching for analogies between our actual and 
past experience. If we face something that is unknown to us, we look back 
over our past experience for some analogous situations which might be appli-
cable to the problem. So we search for explanatory analogies and based on 
them produce some hypothesis. If the explanatory analogies prove successful, 
they start working as main categories of a philosophical school. 

3.  The realization of the metaphoric background of philosophical 
categories can help organize the dialog between different philosophical 
schools. After explanatory metaphors become categories, the philosophers of 
the school begin to perceive the reality as it is structured by them. That’s why 
it’s hard for representatives of different philosophical approaches to under-
stand each other. They will always explain their experience in the terms con-
structed by way of producing their analogies and extrapolating them to all re-
ality. And very often different philosophical schools can’t understand each 
other because of different metaphors they are based on. The realization of the 
metaphoric background of the philosophical theories might be fruitful for find-
ing a common existential background for different schools, stopping the use-
less arguments and claims to hold the absolute truth and building an integra-
tive model of reality in dialog of all philosophical approaches. 
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THE  PHENOMENON  OF  CULTURAL  GLOBALIZATION 
IN  THE  MODERN  WORLD 

1.  The term globalization means ‘the process of international economic, 
political and cultural integration and unification’. Cultural globalization refers 
to the growth in the exchange of cultural practices between nations and peo-
ples. Although, this is a process that has undoubtedly occurred for thousands 
of years, in recent times economic and political globalization has enhanced it 
enormously. At the heart of its rise has been the massive expansion of the en-
tertainment and communications industry, fuelled by the spread of television, 
commercial air travel, mass telecommunications and the internet. These have 
created a world where billions of people consume identical cultural products – 
such as pop music, soap opera and sporting events and employ cultural prac-
tices they would not have encountered otherwise – such as foreign food prepa-
rations and foreign words and phrases. 
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2.  The process of cultural globalization has both positive and negative 
aspects. On the one hand, it enables intercultural communication which brings 
people of different nationalities together, helps them unite and understand 
each other better, which in its turn contributes to the prevention of interna-
tional conflicts. On the other hand, in case of excessive communication and 
adoption it may lead to the loss of cultural identity and assimilation, interna-
tionalization of values, the spread of mass culture. 

3.  In the second half of the XXth century the world witnessed an un-
precedented cultural expansion of the USA which had influenced a lot of 
countries. The spread of the English language, the popularity of Hollywood 
films, the emergence of transnational companies such as Microsoft, Intel, 
Coca-Cola, Procter&Gamble are all the features of this expansion. 

In order to prevent the penetration of the American culture the Govern-
ments of some countries introduced cultural policies which aimed at preserv-
ing the national cultural heritage and restricting the amount of American pro-
duction on their markets. 

What concerns our country, for a long time it had remained in cultural 
isolation from the rest of the world and therefore had not experienced any cul-
tural globalization. However, the fall of the iron curtain and the opening of the 
borders led to the predominance of the American mass culture in the country. 
The American films, books, music, advertising and fashion conquered the 
market for a certain time. In recent years, however, our Government has been 
trying to limit this penetration by introducing cultural policies and developing 
the national Belarusian culture. 

In conclusion it must be said that globalization is a natural process and it 
will be developing as the world is getting more integrated. The important thing 
is not to loose the unique features of every culture, not to get absorbed. 
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